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NBI agents withdraw 
support from chief, 
urge GMA to oust him 


Israel seizes 9 Hamas 
Cabinet ministers, 51 other 
officials in West Bank 


Extension 
likely for 
Masinloc buyer 
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Mworld of kidney patients 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


Pinoy caregivers learn 
Spaniards very caring 
By Armand N. Nocum 


MADRID (VIA PLOT}— 
Spaniards are scheming, 
arrogant aristocrats who 


A MARRIAGE OF MORE THAN A DECADE COL- 
lapsed because of a failed kidney. 
‘The woman, sick in bed most of time and need- 


Ing a barrage of medication following a kidney 


transplant, lost her husband to another woman. 


Not wanting to suffer a similar fate, another 
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ery chance they get. That's 
the Spanish colonial im- 
age straight out of the 


Pinoy/ac SESE 


GMA men clash over PNP 


CBCP backs 
bishop who 
filed impeach 
case vs GMA 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE PHILIPPINE CATHOLIC HIERARCHY 
yesterday dismissed criticism that Bishop 
Deogracias Iñiguez was engaging in parti- 
san politics and said his impeachment 
complaint against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo conformed with the Church pre- 
scription to end her crisis of legitimacy. 

Msgr. Pedro Quitorio, spokesperson of 
the influential Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines, said Iñiguez’s deci- 
sion was “in consonance” with the CBCP 
pastoral statement issued in January. 

“Bishop Iñiguez’s decision to file an 
impeachment complaint was among the 
constitutional measures encouraged in 
the pastoral statement,” Quitorio told 
the Inquinen. 

But whether the CBCP as a body sup- 
ports the Ifiiguez complaint will not be 
known until its plenary gathering on July 
8-9, Quitorio said. 

In the document titled “Renewing our 
Public Life through Moral Values," the 
124-member CBCP called for a “relent- 
Jess” pursuit of the truth about allega- 
tions that Ms Arroyo manipulated the 
2004 elections, Quitorio said. 

The statement said that the search 
should be done through “structures and 
processes mandated by law and our Con- 
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THRILLA IN MANILA, Part I The slugfest between every Fiipino'sidol and Mexican Oscar Larios on Sunday is now the talk ofthe 
or A partnerskip between tha Pactoes’s onn MP Promotions nad ABS-CBN, he feel docs not worry Pacino: He's tide 
ticket sales, he tells the Inquirer during a press conference at the Discovery Suites in Pasig City. 


Pacquiao: Please come to my fight 


By Recah Trinidad 


MANNY PACQUIAO, THE FIGHTER, AP- 
peared the least worried, unlike Manny 
Pacquiao, the promoter, who had to beg 
fans to please watch his slug-out live 
with Mexican Oscar Larios on Sunday. 
“Dba talaga ‘yung madinig ninyo ang 


tunog ng suntok (There's nothing like 
hearing the live thud of gloves),” Pac- 
quiao said at the tail-end of yesterday's 
press conference for the July 2 “Mano a 
Mano” card at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“I can hardly wait to feel Larios’ 
punches (Sabik na kong matikman sun- 
tok ni Larios)” Pacquiao quipped in yes- 


terday’s fight press con. 

“But please come and see me in action 
live,” repeated the worried Pacman. 

Pacquiao has called his $4-million 
bout with Larios on local soil a gift to his 
adoring countrymen. 

However, the gift, a maiden collaboration 
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2 justices hit Panganiban: A blow to SC credibility 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


AT LEAST TWO SUPREME COURT JUS- 
tices have criticized Chief Justice 
Artemio Panganiban for his remark that 
the tribunal had committed a “judicial 
error” in upholding the death sentence 
on rapist Leo Echegaray, saying it was a 
"self-inflicted blow” to the judiciary’s 
credibili 

“The court will have to painstakingly 
rebuild its credibility from hereon, and 


5 bruises 

‘consistent’ 

with rape, 
says doc 


By Volt C. Contreras 


BRUISES ON THE ARMS, LEGS 
and genital area of "Nicole” were 
consistent with her allegation 
that she was raped on the night of 
Nov. 1, 2005, a physician who ex- 
amined her 33 hours after the al- 
leged incident told the court yes- 
terday, 

‘The 18th witness in the Subic 
rape trial at the Makati Regional 

Court, Dr. Rolando Ortiz Il of 
the James Gordon Memorial Hos- 
pital in Olongapo City said he 
found five contusions on Nicole's 
limbs and another in her inner 
genitalia. 

Prosecutors presented Ortiz to 
further prove that 22-year-old 
Nicole was forced to have sexual 
Intercourse inside a moving van 
bya US Marine while three of his 
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18TH WITNESS, Dr. Orlando Ortiz 
examination indicated “forcible: 


pray that the same unfortunate incident 
will not happen again,” Justice Antonio 
Carpio said in one of two letters to Pa- 
nganiban. 

Carpio also said Panganiban’s state- 
ment that the court forgot the basic doc- 
trine of proving what was alleged in the 
complaint “charge(s) your 14 learned 
colleagues in that court with gross igno- 
rance of the law resulting in the wrong- 
ful death of the accused.” 

“On your par, it is a written and pub- 


è 


testifies that his genital 
try of blunt object.” srerenwo | 


lic admission of such a grave offense,” he 
added. 

In a separate letter, Justice Consuelo 
Ynares-Santiago said the Chief Justice's 
statement early this month “generated 
unpalatable comments on the individual 
justices and the court as an institution.” 

Carpio disagreed that the Supreme 
Court made a wrong decision because, 
as Panganiban had claimed, it was not 
proven that Echegaray was the father 
or stepfather of the victim, which 


would have been a qualifying circum- 
stance that would justify a death sen- 
tence, 

Instead, the Chief Justice said 
Echegaray should have been sentenced 
to reclusion perpetua (life imprison- 
meni). 

Carpio argued that the doctrines on 
qualifying circumstances for the imposi- 
tion of the death penalty came after the 
Supreme Court had ruled on the case, 
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Lomibao, 
Puno support 
different 
police chiefs 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE CHANGING OF THE 
guard in the Philippine Na- 
tional Police has become a 
proxy fight between Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno and 
the PNP’s retiring chief, Di- 
rector General Arturo 
Lomibao, according to a top 


Malacaiiang official. 

Puno is reportedly backing Deputy Di- 
rector General Oscar Calderon, deputy 
chief for administration and the PNP's 
second in command, so he would have a 
key ally on top of the 115,000-strong po- 
lice force, said the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

‘The Cabinet official did not have such 
support when he first served as interior 
secretary during the Estrada administra- 
tion and Sen. Panfilo Lacson was then 
PNP chief, the source said. 

On the other hand, Lomibao is report- 
edly pushing for Director Servando Hi- 
zon, chief of the Directorate for 
Comptrollership, so that he could contin- 
ue to influence the service even when he 
assumes another government post after 
his retirement on July 5, the same official 
who's familiar with the matter, said. 

Lomibao is widely rumored to be the 
next director of the National Bureau of 
Investigation. 

A third prospect is Deputy Director 
General Avelino Razon Jt, deputy chief 
for operations and currently the third 
highest police official. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
refused to comment on the proxy fight 
but issued a firm reminder to all con- 
tending parties: “It is still the President 
who shall have the final say on the issue. 
They should respect it and be able to 
work with each other” 

In his press briefing on Wednesday, Er- 
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Inquirer bags top 2 JVO prizes 
in investigative reporting 


THE PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
yesterday won the top two prizes in 
the investigative reporting catego- 
1y of the annual Jaime V Ongpin 
Awards for Excellence in Joumal- 


ism (VOAED). 


An Inguinn two-part series on 
the “Hello Garci” tapes, written 
by reporter Fe B. Zamora and 
desk editor Gerry Lirio, was ad- 
judged the best investigative re- 
port published by a newspaper. 
Editor in chief Letty Jimenez- 
Magsanoc was the project editor. 
“Tracing the trail of the tape,” 
which came out in September 
2005, was also awarded the Mar- 
shall McLuhan Prize that entitles 
the lead writer to a travel-study 


grant to Canada. 


The special 


prize is given by the Canadian 
Embassy to the grand winner in 
the investigative report category. 

Another InquiReR two-part in- 
vestigative story on the collapse 


4 


A 


of the College Assurance Plan 
(CAP), which was also published 
in September 2005, won second 


INQUIRER AB 


t d 


Ongpin 
is for 


ournalisı 


TRACING the tale of the “Hello Garci” tapes wins first prize for Fe 
Zamora (right) and Gerry Lirio (not in photo). Business writers 
Daxim Lucas (left) and Elizabeth Sanchez get second prize. 
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xtension likely for Masinloc buyer 


te By Norman Bordadora 

(ESINTERIOR SECRETARY 

it Ronaldo Puno said yester- 

&, day the country could well 

be the safest place from ter- 

# torist threats in Southeast 
Asia. 

Puno said unconfirmed 
reports of the presence of 
an international terrorist 
cell in the country were be- 
ing adequately addressed 
by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and the Philip- 
pine National Police. 

“The Philippines remains 
the safest country in South- 
east Asia insofar as terror- 
ism is concerned. The in- 
crease in tourist arrivals in 
recent months has shown 
that even our foreign 
friends agree with this ob- 
servation, otherwise, they 
won't be coming here in 
droves," Puno said. 

“The public can rest as- 
sured that both the PNP and 


The police 
Puno said, 


to 


said, 
Puno said 
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the AFP are on top of the sit- 
uation,” he added. 


“working round the clock” 
ensure that terrorist 
cells—whether 
Jemaah Islamiyah or any 
other group—would fail in 
any part of the country, es- 
pecially in Metro Manila. 


Security systems OK 
“Our security systems are 
in place and our intelli- 
gence network is function- 
ing seamlessly to squarely 
address all possible threats 
Intelligence 
how that this cell won't be 
able to operate freely,” he 


sures that had long been 

put in place by the PNB par- 

ticularly in Metro M 

had helped keep the public 

safe from terrorist attacks. 
interior 


made the statement in the 
wake of a recent report that 
P300 million of the P1 bil- 
lion allocated by the Arroyo 
administration for the war 
against the communist in- 
surgency will be used by the 
PNP to fortify its police sta- 
tions across the country. 


and military, 
have been 


al-Qaida, 


Harden soft targets 

Puno, concurrent chair of 
National Police Commis- 
sion, had said part of the 
P300 million would be used 
“to harden soft targets" by 
deploying members of the 
elite police Special Action 
Force and regional mobile 
groups to areas where com- 
munist insurgents had fo- 
cused their attacks on ill- 
equipped police stations. 

He said there had been at 
least 15 cases of NPA at- 
tacks on police stations in 
various parts of the country 
that led to the death or kid- 
napping of policemen, 


reports 


security mea- 


ila, 


secretary 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG HAS JUSTIFIED GIV- 
ing a Malaysian conglomerate some 
slack in completing its $561.7 million 
offer for the Masinloc power plant at 
the behest of Malaysian Prime Minis- 
ter Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. 

“From the point of view of the 
prime minister of another country, 
if they feel there is a bid won and 
there are delays in the conclusion 
of that deal then there would be in- 
tervention but not because it was 
an anomalous bid or it was a 
forced pressure on us,” said Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff Michael De- 
fensor. 

Badawi has reportedly sent a 
letter to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo seeking help in facilitating 
the takeover by the Malaysian en- 
gineering firm Ranhill of its part- 
ners in the YNN Pacific Consor- 
tium. 


Badawi’s request 

YNN Pacific won the bidding 
conducted by the Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management 
Corp. (PSALM) of the 600- 
megawatt Masinloc coal-fired 
plant in December 2004 with a 
winning bid price of $561.7 mil- 
lion. 

The President was inclined to 
act on Badawi’s request apparent- 
ly in gratitude for the Malaysian 


premier's key role as mediator in 
the peace negotiations with the 
separatist Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front 

YNN was supposed to pay the 40 
percent down payment of $227 
million in December 2005 but ap- 
pealed for an extension which the 
PSALM granted twice, extending 
the deadline to March 31 and then 
to June 30 this year. 

Ranhill, which recently bought 
out its YNN Pacific partners for $8 
million, said in a statement that it 
intended to complete the acquisi- 
tion in the last three months of 
2006. 


Unfazed by case 

The militant Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan has filed graft charges 
against several Cabinet members 
and PSALM officials for the “un- 
due concessions” granted to YNN. 

Bayan also claimed that Ranhill 
has made it a condition of the YNN 
takeover that the Manila Electric 
Co. sign a power supply contract 
for the power produced by Masin- 
loc. In exchange, Meralco would 
allegedly be granted a power rate 
increase, 

Defensor is unfazed by the court 
case which threatens to void the 
Masinloc deal. He said the YNN- 
Rainhill offer was worth saving be- 
cause it was the best the govern- 
ment could get for Masinloc, the 


state-owned National Power 
Corp.'s biggest coal-fired plant. 

“The big challenge for us is if we 
nullify, is there anyone from the 
private sector who can claim that 
they will bid higher than YNN?” 
Defensor asked. 

But if Defensor is open to giving 
Ranhill-YNN more leeway to pony 
up the funds, Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita said the govern- 
ment would not give any more ex- 
tensions. 

Ermita said the government 
would be forced to bid out the 
Masinloc plant if Ranhill-YNN 
does not come up with the $227 
million today. 


Yet to be reviewed 

“It appears the winner cannot 
make the conditions of the pay- 
ment up to the end of this month. 
1 they cannot do their undertak- 
ing, the award can very well be 
withdrawn under the procedure of 
the Masinloc bidding,” he said 

Ermita also said the government 
has yet to review Ranhill's 
takeover of YNN Pacific, composed 
of Filipino firm YNN Holdings and 
Australia’s Great Pacific Financial 
Group, which has further generat. 
ed controversy on the privatiza- 
tion deal. 

“We will review if Ranhill’s en- 
try in YNN was in compliance with 
the bidding rules,” Ermita said. 
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By Dona Pazzibugan 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF GEN. GENEROSO 
Senga insists that the government is not los- 
ing the war against communist insurgents 
even though more soldiers than rebels have 
been killed in encounters during the first half 
ofthe year, 

If anything, the New People's Army was not 
able to increase is forces because of incessant mil- 
itary operations, he said. 

But Senga conceded that the AFP’ intelligence 
could be better so rebel bases in the hinterlands 
can be pinpointed to prevent more ambushes. 

“Ie does not mean that we are losing the battle. 
1n fact, based on our order of battle the insurgency 
movement has not made any gains,” Senga said 


ener ut 


yesterday. 

“We will intensify our intelligence efforts. That's 
basic guerilla tactics,” he sad. 

‘According to official casualty reports discussed 
at a security briefing the other day, the militarys 
latest estimate of NPA strength is beween 7,000 
and 8,000. 

Field commanders have reported that 104 sol- 
diers have been killed in rebel encounters from 
January to June 27 this year. At least 87 rebels 
were killed during the same period. 

Casualties on both sides went down during the 
second quarter compared to the previous quarter 
because there were less encounters, the report said. 

“Let me make it dear thet these are based on 
body count. In the battlefield, we cannot recover 
all the rebel casualties all the time,” Senga said. 

Body count refers to the bodies of killed rebels 
recovered from encounter sites. Rebels almost al- 
ways take the bodies of their dead comrades with 
them when they retreat, according to the military. 

Senga also stressed that many of the military 
casualties were non-combatant troops who were 
ambushed while on their way to medical and civic 
missions. 

‘On June 16, President Macapagal-Arroyo or- 
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dered the release of P1 billion to boost military 
and police operations against the insurgents. 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz Je and Chief of 
Staff Mike Defensor said the President wanted the 
NPA defeated in "critical areas" within the next 
two years. 
By the military’s reckoning, however, the Presi- 
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We're not losing, 
says AFP chie 


dent has given the AFP four years, or up tothe end 
ofher term in 2010, to crush the 37-year-old com- 
munist insurgency. 

In Davao City last Wednesday, Senga declined 
to commit himself to the two-year timetable. 

He said it was Defensor who mentioned the 
two-year deadline 

“But the directive of the President was for the 
insurgency problem solved within her term,” Sen- 
ga said. 

“T think that is achievable and realistic,” he told 
reponersin Davao. 

Senga said the military has been using the P1 
billion to acquire more military hardware. 

“We are buying a lot of arms today," he said. 

He said the military was also improving troop 
communication and mobility and enhancing skills 
through training programs. 

‘But Senga said crushing the NPA would depend 
on the “united effort of all agencies in the govem- 
rent’ and the community. 

“The role of the (Armed Forces) is only to ad- 
dress the armed conflict," he said. 

He said the underlying problems of poverty and 
lack of basic services were the things that breed in- 
surgency. 

“And that is now being addressed by the gov- 
cemmen,”"he said, 

Senga said confronting the rebellion in the bat- 
tlefield and in the hears of the civilians was the 
“total approach being taken by the goverment.” 

With Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 
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By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD 
yesterday warmed that the four tanks 
of liquid sulfuric acid aboard a barge 
that sank at the Keppel Shipyard in 
Batangas needed to be salvaged and 
disposed of because of the risk of ex- 
plosion and other hazards. 

The Billy Star sank on Saturday 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


while moored at the shipyard. It was 
carrying 1,270 metric tons of sulfuric 
acid that the PCG described as a 
“highly corrosive” and “highly reac- 
tive" su 

‘The barge was brought to the 
shipyard aker it ran aground be- 
tween Sibuyan Island and Romblon 
while en route to Manila on June 4. 

POG spokesperson Lt. Comman- 
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Marie France brings 
to Manila the 1st Non- 
invasive breakthrough 
in Body Contouring 


PLASTIC surgeons have invented a 
machine that can ‘melt away’ body fat ina 
patient's lunchbreak ~ ULTRASHAPE. This 
treatment gets rid of unwanted bulges and 
unlike liposuction does not require surgery. 
FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's the most 
advanced method of body contouring to 
date. 


Before Uirashape 14 Days After Ultrashape 


Batore Ulirasnape Unrasnape 


# à 


Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago in 
Delaware, USA by Ami Glicksman M.D. 
formerly a senior plastic surgeon and Yor: 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
medical physics with 15 years experience 
in high-power ultrasound technology. 
‘Together they set out to pioneer non-invasive 
body contouring. When they started 
Ultrashape, it was well known that 
ultrasound waves were able to break down 
and destroy fat cells, releasing the fat 
contained within them. Some forms of 
liposuction had already started 
experimenting with ultrasound probes to 
liquefy fats and make it easier to suck them 
out. Glicksman and Eshel built on that to 
come up with a unique concept of 
Ultrashape- 
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der Joseph Coyme said in an inter- 
‘view that while there were no fish 
kills in the area where the barge 
sank, there was no guarantee the 
tanks were stable and uncontami- 
nated. 

“The sulfuric acid could react with 
water and cause an explosi 
Coye said. 

The PCG noted in a statement 


that even before the barge sank, 
there had been reports ofa leak- 

It quoted findings by the barge's 
owners that based on samples col- 
lected, all four tanks were contami- 
nated with salt water before the 
barge sank, This was believed to 
have occurred when it ran aground. 

Based on the findings, experts rec- 
‘ommended that the sulfuric acid be 


removed immediately, but this was 
not done because there was no safe 
place to store the cargo or an altema- 
tive vessel to take it in. 

“The possibility of corrosion ex- 
ists, which all the more raises the risk 
of explosion from the emission of hy- 
drogen that could cause presstire 
build-up inside the tanks” the, PCG 


Using a focused ultrasound beam, 
Ultrashape destroys fat cells effectively in 
the stomach, thighs (saddlebags), 
lovehandles and buttocks. It works by 
focusing high frequency ultrasound waves 
from outside the body to targeted areas. 
‘These ultrasonic waves break down fat cells 
without damaging blood vessels or other 

ues such as skin, muscle, bone and 
nerves. From there, the broken down cells 
are absorbed into the patient's white blood 
cells and are then eliminated from the body 
through natural processes. 


According to Dr. Eshel, "The inherent 
safety of our method lies in the fact that we 
only do half the traditional job compared to 
liposuction and let nature do the rest.” 
Physiological clearance of the fat tissue 
occurs over a period of 3 weeks following 
the procedure, similar to the way the body 
clears out damaged tissue found ina bruise. 


Normally about 4 sessions are 
recommended to fully achieve one's ideal 
figure. Women and men who have tried it 
are excited about the fact that immediate 
results were seen already after just a single 
session. 


Ultrashape promises an average of 


about 2 cm in a single treatment, It is an 
easy procedure, No anesthesia is required 


Ultrashape promises | 

an average of ` 

about 2 cm in a single 
treatment, 
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because it is non-invasive, You walk in, get 
the treatment and walk out. It's as easy as 
that. There is no recovery period, Patients 
can resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks-of 
liposuction and can be used to effectively 
deal with small problem areas of fat, 
Probably the safest and most effective non- 
invasive slimming treatment to date, 
Ultrashape is definitely a breakthrough 
in body contouring. 


Ultrashape is now offered at Marie 
France. Demand for Ultrashape is so great, 
bookings being taken are for August 
onwards only. Don't miss your chance. 
Inquire now and start booking your 
appointment too. Call 894-BODY (2639) for 
your free consultation, 
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GMA earns plaudits 
from Spanish officials ... 


By Armand N. Nocum 


MADRID, SPAIN (VIA PLDT)—PRESIDENT 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo continues to reap praise for her 
strong resolve in abolishing the death penalty 
amid opposition back home and for the way she 
was dealing with other domestic issues. 

After her addresses before the Congreso de los 
Diputados (House of Deputies) and at the Ayun- 
tamiento de Madrid (Miadrid City Hall), the Presi- 
dent was described as a strong-willed leader brave 
enough to make bold decisions and see them 
through. 

“in behalf of the Spanish parliament, we pub- 
lidy acknowledge your decision to abolish the 
death penalty in your country. We are delighted by 
it” said Manuel Marin, speaker of the parliament 
în his speech which was translated into English by 
anin 

“Lam moved by the fact that the Lady President 
who is beside me has a serious moral commitment 
toabolsh the death penalty” he said, as Ms Arroyo 
looked relaxed and happy in a violet pantsuit. 

“We greatly appreciate those people who keep 
their word,” Marin said, adding: “We in the partia- 


ment have deep respect for how you are dealing 
with sensitive issues in your county.” 

At Ciy Hall, Mayor Alberto Ruiz Gallardo said 
local officals here “celebrate your latest success 
when the Philippines abolished the death penalty, 
a brave measure that brings us even doser, if this 
were possible, as societies that have rejected this 
extreme measure of defending our freedoms." 

In her speech before the parliament, President 
‘Arroyo said she was aware that the law the Philip- 
pines passed abolishing the death penalty was 
greatly valued in Spain. “I know that this piece of 
legislation is highly important in Spain.” 

in her address at City Hall, she said she abol- 
ished the death penalty because she wanted to “af- 
firm life, a value affirmed by Spanish society” 

Ms Arroyo also sought closer ties and coopera- 
tion between Spain and the Philippines as she 
thanked the Spaniards for helping the Filipinos in 
the areas of power generation, agrarian reform 
and health 

“Spain is the voice of the Philippines in Europe; 
we would like the Philippines to be the gateway of 
Spain in Asia,” she told the Spanish legislators, 
eliciting applause. 


... While FG ‘becomes holier’ 


MADRID, SPAIN (VIA PLDT)—DONT EXPECT 
to see a halo, but First Gentleman Mike Arroyo 
could come home on July 2 a more religious and 
forgiving person. 

Interviewed during cocktails when Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo visited the Ayun- 
tamiento de Madrid (Madrid City Hall), Mr. 
Arroyo said they spent the two-day “Presi 
dent's time” in Santiago de Campostela near 
Bilbao, Spain, visiting the shrines of St. James 
and St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

‘The President and her family flew to that 
part of Spain following her visit to the Vatican 
‘where she was received by Pope Benedict XVI. 

“When you are there, you feel very holy. You 
are floating on air. The Pope first; after the 
Pope, Saint Ignatius, then Saint James, it will 


really make you feel holy. Until now we are 
still on a spiritual high,” the First Gentleman 
said 

‘Asked what he prayed for at the holy sites, 
he replied: “I prayed for you all.” 

‘And his critics? 

“also prayed for all of them.” 

Has the trip made him more forgiving? He 
replied that he had always been forgiving. 

"Apart from prayers, he said they and “some 
friends" also engaged in a “food trip.” 

But the President, who came down with 
acute diarrhea before she left for Rome, was 
not able to enjoy the gastronomic delights. 

“The doctor accompanying us said she 
could not eat certain foods so I ate them for 
hes""he said, grinning, Armand N. Nocum 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Busan. EDSA, Greentus 
iy of Mandaluyong. Metro Manila 


SEC MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 8 
Series of 2006 


To : ALLCONCERNED 


Re : REVISED GUIDELINES ON FOUNDATIONS 


WHEREAS, Section 5 of Republic Act No. 8799, otherwise, known as the Securities 
Regulation Code, in relation to Presidential Decree No. 902-A, declares the need to 
empower the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Commission”) to protect not 
only the investors but the public as well, pursuant to the government's policy of promoting 


the equitable distribution of wealth. 


WHEREAS, many of the foundations registered with the Commission have been 
observed to focus mainly on the fund-raising aspect of their projects. 


WHEREAS, itis essential that the funds generated by the foundations are utilized in 
accordance with the purposes stated in their Articles of Incorporation; 


IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, SEC Memorandum Circular No. 01-04 dated January 
20, 2004 is hereby revised and the following guidelines in the registration and monitoring 


of foundations are hereby adopted: 


Section 1. A “Foundation” is a non-stock, non-profit corporation established for the 
purpose of extending grants or endowments to support its goals or raising funds to 
Sccomplish charitable, religious, educational, athletic, cultural, literary, scientific, social 


welfare or other similar objectives. 


Section 2. A Foundation applying for registration with the Commission shall, in addition 
to the requirements for non-stock, non-profit corporations, submit the following 


documents: 


a. Notarized Certification of Bank Deposit of the amount of not less than One Million 


Pesos (P1,000,000.00); and 


b. Statement of willingness to allow the Commission to conduct an audit 


Section 3. The applicant's corporate name shall contain the word “Foundation”. 
Section 4. Upon the effectivity of this Circular, all registered Foundations shall submit, 

in addition to the General information Sheet, its Audited Financial Statement which shall 

include a sworn Statement of its President and Treasurer on the following Information 


that relates to the preceding fiscal year: 
a. Source and Amount of Funds; 


b. ProgramvActivity planned, ongoing and accomplished; 
1. Complete name, address and contact number of project officer-in-charge; 
i. Complete address and contact number of project office; and 


©. Application of Funds. 


Section 5. A registered Foundation shall attach to the sworn statement mentioned in 
the Immediately preceding paragraph a Certification from the Office of the Mayor, or the 
Office of the Barangay Captain, or the Head of either the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development or Department of Health, on the existence of the subject Program! 
Activity in the locality on which it exercises jurisdiction. 


‘Section 6. In case a registered Foundation has not yet submitted to the Commission a 
statement of wilingness to allow the conduct of an audi, it shall attach such statement 
‘when It submits the documents required in Sections 4 and 5. 


Section 7. For purposes of the audit to be conducted, a registered Foundation shall 
allow the Commission's representatives access to Its corporate and accounting books, 
records, names of beneficiaries, agreements entered Into, correspondences and all 
pertinent documents for the preceding five (5) years. 


Section 8. All funds of the Foundation shall be deposited In a banking Institution 
regulated by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 


‘Section 9. Failure to comply with any of these rules or any violation of the provisions 
hereof shall render the Foundation liable to pay a fine in an amount that shall be 
determined by the Commission which shail not be fess than Ten Thousand Pesos 
{(P10.000.00). In case the Foundation fails to submit the required documents for two (2) 
[onsecutive years, the Commission may, after due notice and hearing, revoke the 
registration of the Foundation, The penalties enumerated herein shall be without prejudice 
to whatever other legal action may be available under existing laws. 


Section 10. All other circulars, rules, orders, and issuances, or parts thereof that are 
inconsistent with this Memorandum Circular are hereby repealed or modified accordingly 


Section 14. Thess Revised Guidelines shall take effect fifteen (15) days after Its 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation. 


Mandaluyong City, Philippines. 
June 22, 2006. 


(Sgd.) FE B. BARIN 
Chairperson 
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Reds, police 
hound Gringo 


FUGITIVE FORMER SENATOR AND COLONEL 
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan, it appears, is want- 
ed on both sides of the ideological divide. 

Yesterday, some two dozen communist rebels, 
wearing military uniforms, killed two workers in 
an attack on a farm in Masbate reportedly owned 
by the opposition personality who was linked to 
analleged coup plot in February police said. 

Eugenio Alcovindas, Masbate police chief, 
said weapons were also seized by New Peo- 
ple's Army rebels during the raid on the farm. 

Last Tuesday, meanwhile, police raided a farm 
in oilo province where Honasan was reportedly 
sighted, another police official disclosed yesterday 

But the elusive Honasan, who carries a PS- 
million bounty on his head, was not around, 
said Supt. Benjamin de los Santos of the Crim- 
inal Investigation and Detection Group. 

Policemen from Region VI-CIDG, the 
provincial mobile group and the local station 
stormed the farm owned by a Zenaida Cua- 
chon in Barangay Balantian, Balasan town, at 
around 10 a.m. on June 27. 

“(The raid was) based on intelligence re- 
ports that Honasan was using the farm as one 
of his hideouts. [But] the operation proved 
negative,” De los Santos said. 

Honasan, a hero of the 1986 People Power re- 
volt that ousted the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
has been on the run since he was accused of mas- 
terminding an alleged plot by rogue troops, con- 
spiring with communist rebels, to overthrow 
President Macapagal-Arroyo last Feb. 24, ironi- 
cally the 20th anniversary of Marcos’ ouster. 

“We've sent a team of police officers to in- 
vestigate and beef up security around the 
[Masbate] farm,” Alcovindas said, adding 
that police were looking into a labor dispute 
at the farm as a possible motive for the attack. 

“We heard rumors that the farm managers 
wanted to kick out 300 tenants from the plan- 
tation,” he said. 

In lloilo, De los Santos said, “He was sight- 
ed there, but we didn’t get him. He's good. He 
has access to fast sea and air craft.” 

Honasan and some junior military officers are 
also facing coup d'etat charges in connection 
‘with the 2003 Oakwood mutiny in Makati City 

Earlier, police and military operatives ar- 
rested retired Colonels Romeo Lazo and Vir- 
gilio Briones and retired businessman Ernesto 
Macahiya, alleged supporters of Honasan in 
the Philippine Guardians Brother Inc. Luige 
A. del Puerto, Reuters 


Moro rebs take 
Army outpost 


MORO REBELS SEIZED AN ARMY OUTPOST 
in Maguindanao yesterday as fighting erupt- 
ed between guerrillas and troops hunting sus- 
pects in a bomb attack last week. 

Malaysian ceasefire monitors rushed to pre- 
vent hostilities from escalating and affecting 
peace talks between the government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), the 
largest Muslim separatist group in the country. 

Security and rebel forces blamed each other for 
starting the battle in villages around Shariff Aguak 
town, where seven people were killed on Friday 
by a bomb intended for the powerful governor of 
Maguindanao province, Andal Ampatuan. 

“Our forces were just defending themselves 
from heavy mortar shelling since Wednesday 
night,” Eid Kabalu, a spokesperson for the MILE 
said by phone from Mindanao, “We did not start 
the fight. We're now holding our own line” 

Kabalu said the MILF attacked and seized 
an outpost manned by paramilitary forces to 
stop the shelling of Muslim villages near a 
sprawling marshland. 

“Based on reports we're getting from the field, 
cour forces had Killed or wounded about 20 mem- 
bers of a local paramilitary force,” Kabalu said, 
adding the MILF would give up the outpost if gov- 
ement forces stopped shelling rebel positions. 

Lumala Gunting, police chief of Maguin- 
danao province, said it was the MILF that pro- 
voked the hostilities when rebels ambushed a 
team of security forces on its way to serve ar- 
rest warrants against guerrillas suspected in 
the attacks on June 23, Reuters 
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Pinoy caregivers learn Spaniards very caring 


From page Al friendly and laid back. 

“They are hospitable and gen- 
erous ... maybe we got our 
world-famous trait of being hos- 
pitable from them," said Cristina 
Canuelo of Mandaluyong, who 
was among the first batch of 40 
out of 100,000 Filipinos to be 
sent here, 

Canuelo, who works at the Los 
Nogales Nursing Homes here 
said: “This is really a blessing for 
us.” She giggled as she posed for 
a picture with Labor Secretary Pa- 
tricia Sto. Tomas. 

The outgoing labor secretary 


novels of the national hero, Jose 
Rizal, that had been seared into 
the consciousness of the average 
Filipino, After all, there were 
‘wholesale abuses by the conquis- 
tadores, 

That was then, Today's Fil- 
ipinos are re-discovering the 
Spaniards as a lovable people. 
Take the Filipino caregivers 
sent here to open up the unex- 
plored field of caregiving. They 
praise the Spanish people as 
genteel, polite, hospitable, 


The Most Advanced 
Waterproofing Systems 


® MAPEI 


Idrosilex Pronto 

Fast, Easy, Practical, Permanent and 
Ready-to-Use waterproofing mortar for concrete 
surfaces, Since it is mortar based it is compatible 
with concrete and is 100% leak and seepage 
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Waterproofing for concrete 


Mapelastic 
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Lamposilex 
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subways etc. and for sealing waterproof rigid joints 
in hydraulic concrete structures, sewers, tanks and 
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Waterproofing Membrane 
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‘pplication 
High mechanical characterises = High elongation 
High puncture resistance Wil not decay 


Dexierton Corporation 
157 Sal E. Rivera St. Quezon Cy, 
Tat: 382-1111. 301-0008 Fax No: 302-0524 


worked to “open up” Spain's 
health care market, which would 
need one million ‘caregivers in 
five years. 

In an interview at the Los No- 
gales Nursing Homes, Sto. Tomas 
said Filipino caregivers and other 
skilled OFWs were unable to pen- 
etrate the Spanish market be- 
cause of strict immigration rules 
and the inability of most Filipinos 
to speak the Spanish language. 


Domestic helpers only 

Although Spain has some 
40,000 Filipino workers, they are 
mostly hired as domestic helpers 
by their respective employers 
with little or no government in- 
volvement. 

But the memorañdum of un- 
dertaking to be signed by Sto. 
‘Tomas with her Spanish counter- 
part provides for highly skilled 
Filipinos to work here in large 
numbers following the easing of 
immigration restrictions. 


Pioneering 40 

Addressing the 40 caregivers 
who arrived here beginning the 
middle of June, Sto. Tomas ad- 
vised them to show the best of Fil- 
ipino skills and caregiving abili- 
ties to ensure that the “pilot pro- 
ject” started by the 40 OFWs 
‘would succeed and lead to the en- 
try of more Filipinos. 

Pascual Berlanga, owner of the 
Los Nogales Nursing Homes and 
who employs some of the care- 
givers, told them in Spanish: "We 
need a lot of people to take care of 
the elderly people. The opportuni- 
ty to work in the health care in- 
dustry isch for you and us.” 

Sto. Tomas cautioned the care- 
givers about the onset of home 
sickness that may hit them in a 
month or so. 

Joey Dugay of Tarlac, who ar- 
rived here on June 15, was confi- 
dent the kindness of the people 
here would see him through. 

“They are very kind to us ... 
more so if we tell them that they 
had been our colonizers for 400 
years and we had imbibed their 
culture, traits, religion,” he said. 


PRIVATE TIME well spent for President Arroyo who visited one of the world’s architectural wonders, the 
Guggenheim Bilbao museum on Wednesday. She was toured by museum director Juan Antonio Vidarte. 


“They really shake their heads 
with amazement when we tell 
them this.” 


Spanish and Filipino cultures. 

“I will adapt here very wel 
They go out of their way to assist 
us in many ways,” he said of his 
employers who gave them cellu- 
lar phones on top of their salaries 
of about 1,400 euros (roughly 
P99,400) a month 

Rena Rosario Martinez Medallo, 


Like home 

Dugay, who works at the Resi- 
dencia Pacifico nursing homes, 
said he felt “like home here” 
to the many similarities in the 


who hails from the Chava- 
cano-speaking Zamboanga City, 
loves this place so much that she 
has already started working on her 
papers to avail herself ofthe privi- 
lege allowing her family of four to 
come to Spain in two year’s time 

“This is just like Zamboanga 
City,” she said. 


VIVA ZAMBOANGA CITY 


Host to this year’s 


PHILIPPINE - SPANISH FRIENDSHIP DAY 


CELEBRATION 
June 30, 2006 


Message 


Warmest greetings to the officials and people of Zamboanga City as 


Mensaje 
Queridos amigos de Zamboanga 


you spearhead the observance of this year's Philippine-Spanish Friendship 
Day. The Philippines and Spain have a closely intertwined culture and 
history and this annual celebration honors the deep fraternal ties between 


the Filipino and Spanish people. 

The Philippines and Spain enjoy a strong, vibrant relationship in trade, business, investment 
and tourism as evidenced by about $160 million worth of consumer goods, electronics and food 
products, among many other goods, exchanged in 2005 alone. We have also embarked on 
various socio-economic projects that signify our continuing collaboration for the benifit of our 
peoples and my visit to Spain later this month attests to the enduring friendship of our countries 
based on shared aspiration for liberty, justice and democratie values 

Thus, T appreciate the efforts of Zamboanga City to make this 
commemoration truly relevant and meaningful 

‘May we build on the foundation of our long-standing friendship and 
‘our mutually beneficial relation to fight poverty for a better world. 

More power and Mabuhay! 


HER EXC! 


ICY GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


President of the Republic of the Philippines 


Message 

Today, we commemorate the more than four centuries of Philippine- 
Spanish ties as we celebrate Philippine-Spanish Friendship Day 

This year, Zamboanga City has been chosen as the venue for the main 
celebration of the event. We are mdeed proud to host and celebrate the 
Philippine-Spanish Friendship Day since Spain has greatly influenced the 
Iustory and culture of Zamboanga City, and our language - Chabacano. 

As we move further to strengthen the ties and friendship between 
these two great countries, we shout: 


Viva Pilipinas! 
Viva España! 
Adelante Zamboanga! 


Ben Z 
HON. CEISO LOR! 
Mayor of Zamboanga City 


We celebrate June 30 as Friendship Day between Spain and Philip- 


ines. 


This year, this special commemoration will be held in the beautiful 
City of Zamboanga known as “ta muy noble y leal" because it was the 
last capital of Spain in the Philippines. 

T wish you a very successful celebration with your excellent Mayor, 
Celso Lobregat and his team. 

Quiere yo rindi las gracias con aquellos gente de Zamboanga, gente 


bueno y alegre. 


‘Mabuhay! Viva España 


EVENTS 


Cinema 2, Mindpro Citymail 
Zamboanga City 


Mural/Photo Exhibit of Zamboanga City's 
History 

dane 24- duly 02 

4:00 PM- FORMAL OPENING 

{8.00 AM 5:00 PM (exhibit tre) 

atonal Museum, Zamboanga Ciy 


Launching and ceremonial turnover of 
Agencia Español Cooperacion Internationnl 
projects 

dune 29 

rA 

Don Pablo Lorenzo Memonal High School 

Zamboanga Cy 


kerfa" 
HIS EXCELLENCÝ IGNACIO SAGAZ 
Ambassador of Spam 


Commemorative Program 
june 30 

B00AM 

Courtyard, Notional Musou 
Zamboanga Ciy 


Zomboangueño-Spanish Food Festival 


“Zamboanga y el aparicion 
de La Virgen del Pilar” 

une 30 

Soo Pu 

Nanana! Museum Courtyard 

Zamboanga Cty 


Hanging of Philippine and Spanish Flags 
ene 28-30 
Business Extablshments and Schools 


Fae 206 VN 
SC asked 

to void water 
resolution 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


WARNING OF AN INCREASE IN WATER 
rates, some lawmakers and nongovernment 
groups yesterday asked the Supreme Court to 
nullify two resolutions of the Metropolitan 
‘Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) 
and its regulatory office that stripped its two 
water concessionaires of their character as 
public utilities. 

‘The petitioners included Representa- 
tives Renato Magtubo, Joel Villanueva, 
Eduardo Zialcita, Mario Aguja and Risa 
Hontiveros-Baraquel, the Freedom from 
Debt Coalition, the Akbayan Citizens’ Ac- 
tion Party and the Alliance of Progressive 
Labor. 

‘They claimed that implementing the reso- 
lution would cause a hike in water rates. 


Not public utilities 

The MWSS resolutions were issued in 
July 2004 and stated that concessionaires 
Maynilad Water Services Inc. and Manila 
Water Company Inc. were not public utili- 
ties. 

The petitioners said the move would ex- 
empt the concessionaires from the 12-per- 
cent limit on profit margins. The conces- 
sionaires would also be exempt from hav- 
ing to refund any excess rate collections as 
in the case of the Manila Electric Co. 
which had been ordered by the Supreme 
Court to refund excess charges to its cus- 
tomers. 

“This will undoubtedly have the effect 
of increasing the rates that can be validly 
charged against individual petitioners 
and the members of petitioner organiza- 
tions,” the groups said in their petition. 

‘They said that by the very nature of their 
service, Maynilad and Manila Water should 
be considered public utilities. 

They cited the Public Service Act that 
states that “public service” refers to per- 
sons that control, manage or operate, 
among others, water supply and sewerage 
systems. 

‘They also cited a Supreme Court ruling that 
defined a public utility as a business engaged 
in regularly supplying the public with some 
commodity of public consequence, including 
water. 

“The concessionaires’ sale and distribu- 
tion of water are expressly defined by both 
the law and jurisprudence to be character- 
istic of a public utility. Thus, it cannot be 
denied that they are public utilities,” the 
groups said. 

‘The petitioners also contested the claim of 
the MWSS that it was the public utility be- 
cause it was the holder of the franchise and 
the owner ofthe system. 

The petitioners said the operation of a 
public utility was not limited to those who 
had secured a franchise. They cited the 
Constitution which states that operating a 
public utility required a grant of a “fran- 
chise, certificate or any other form of au- 
thorization.” 

“The CA (concession agreement), 
which is a contract between the MWSS 
and the concessionaires, exercised under 
the legislative franchise and the Constitu- 
tion also takes the form of ‘other form of 
authorization’ as embodied in the Char- 
ter,” they said. 

‘The group also said the MWSS could not be 
considered the public utility alone—its con- 
cessionaires should be considered such as 
well 

“Tt may be said that the concessionaires 
are agents of the MWSS in the sense that 
they exercise their rights pursuant to the 
franchise granted to the MWSS. However, 
the concessionaires are by themselves 
public utilities by virtue of the nature of 
the service they provide,” the petitioners 
said 
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MLQ lil: MANILA ROTARY CLUB’S 
OPINION WRITER OF THE YEAR 
‘Manuel L. Quezon IIl, a columnist of the 
Inquirer, recently won the Opinion Writer of 
the Year Award of the Rotary Club of Manila. 
Quezon was cited “for the sophistication and 
erudition of his column, ‘The Long View.” The 
citation said the column provides “analysis and 
insight into current events from a historical and 
cultural perspective [and] contributes to the 
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PDI bags top 
two JVO awards 
in investigative 
reporting 


From page Al 


place in the same category. “CAP: From pre- 
need's poster boy to whipping boy” was writ- 
ten by Inquinex's business reporters Daxim L. 
Lucas and Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 

“Palawan’s gas pain,” another INQUIRER in- 
vestigative report written by Jofelle P Tesorio, 
was among the five finalists in the investiga- 
tive report category. 


Most prestigious 

Considered the country’s most prestigious 
awards in journalism, the JVOAEJ is adminis- 
tered by the Center for Media Freedom and 


public's understanding and apprecationof PAT ON THE BACK FROM THE BOSSES: PDI executive vice president Dave Vaides (lft) and publisher Isagani Yambot 


Responsibility (CMFR). First given out in 
events that affect their daly lives.” 


1990, the awards are in honor of the late 


We, the sovereign Filipino 
people, are just fed up! 


m The Senate’s massacre of the national budget by P64-billion—and thus the failure by 
Congress to pass the national budget measure—proves conclusively our argument for 
abolishing the Senate and the House of Representatives: a two-chamber legislature 
hampers national progress and the nation’s ability to compete in the world economy; 
and it promotes crisis that cripples local initiatives and anti-poverty 
programs in our 79 provinces, 117 cities, 1,501 municipalities and 
42,000 barangays. 


After two Regular Sessions, the 13th Congress approved only twelve 
measures (9 national and 3 local) that have been signed into law. This is the 
worst-performing Congress in the nation’s history. All because the Senate has become 
the bastion of political intrigue and destabilization: instead of buckling down 
to urgent law-making, it has wasted people’s money conducting 
inquiries that have led to nowhere—and have hurt the nation’s : 
hopes of sustained economic takeoff. s 


As of June 8, 2006, the congressional ledger reads: 

Bills approved on third and final reading by the 
House of Representatives: 840 

Number of House bills pending in the Senate: 824 

Number of Senate bills pending in the House: 2* 


“The Senate's conduct is disgraceful. We can no longer afford this 
wasteful exercise of spending more than P700 million in taxpayers’ 
money to approve just one bill.” —Bohol Gov. Erico Aumentado, president of 
the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP), which has 1.7 million members— 
the governors, vice-governors, board members, city mayors, and councilors and 
barangay officials representing millions of local constituencies. 


“A two-house Congress is like a carriage with a horse at each end pulling in opposite 
directions. This is impeding the nation’s progress and promoting the continued suffering 
of the Filipino people. We cannot allow an abusive Senate to continue harming our 

local constituencies. .. We have suffered long enough and whatever it 
takes, we are determined to push for a shift to a parliamentary 
government and a one-house legislature this year.” —Mayor Ramon 
Guico, president of the League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP). 


m Guico’s sentiment is shared by an overwhelming majority of the Filipino people, who now 
„see the Senate as the impediment to progress—and the only one to profit from a bicameral 
presidential system, with all the senators’ ambitions to run for president. 


We the Filipino people are fed up with a non-performing Senate. We are fed up 
with the presidential system and the bicameral legislature. 
It's time—this year and NOt the next—to break up the two-house legislature and 


inaugurate a one-house legislature under a parliamentary government. 


*Source: Senate website 


‘pWw]Ang Sigaw ng Bayan: 
iv Yes! to People’s Initiative 


Visit our websites. wv-w.sigawngbayan.com + www.sigawngbayan.net « www.sigawngbayan.org 


(right) join the winners’ circle at the JVO awarding rites on Thursday at the Asian Institute of Management. oni 


Jaime V Ongpin, a former secretary of finance 
and advocate of press freedom. 

The Inguine has since won three first 
prizes, four second prizes and four third 
prizes in the awards. 

At yesterday's awarding ceremonies at the 
Asian Institute of Management in Makati City, 
‘Ongpin’s widow and JVOAEJ trustee Maribel 
Ongpin described the top choices as the result 
of “the best and the most extensive judging of 
Philippine journalism today.” 

“In our present dime of noise and 
polemics, media must keep us to issues and 
lead us away from personalities which bog 
our judgment down into the petty ways of 
thinking in a box of personal dislikes, peeves 
and surrender to inappropriate emotions,” 
Ongpin said. 

“if media delivers what these finalists did 
today, we will know better, judge better and 
feel better about the country and ourselves,” 
she added. 


Other winners 

In the nondaily division ofthe investigative 
category, the Philippine Center for Investiga- 
tive Journalism (PIJ) won the top prize for 
Luz Rimban’s article, “Running on taxpayers’ 
money.” 

In the daily division of the explanatory cat- 
egory, the BusinessMirror won the top prize 
for its report “Confrontation to cooperation? 
Labor-management relations evolve in glob- 
alization era.” Its writer, Dave Llorito, also 
won the Ambassador's Award, a travel grant 
to Australia given by the Australian Embassy. 

“Focus on Filipino youth: Perils of genera- 
tion sex,” written by Cheryl Chan of the PCIJ, 
won the top prize in the nondaily division of 
the explanatory category. 

The splitting of the investigative and ex- 
planatory categories for daily and nondaily 
publications was introduced by the CMFR this 
year, resulting in four, instead of only two, 
grand prizes. 

Winners of the four first prizes each re- 
ceived a plaque and a cash prize of P70,000. 
Winners of second prizes received a cash 
prize of P40,000 each, and third prize win- 
ners, P20,000 each. 


More stories cited 

Other investigative and explanatory stories 
cited: 

© “Border dispute leaves Dumagats in a 
quandary” by Fritz Dacpano, Manila Times (third 
prize, investigative report, published in a daily). 

© “Cheats Inc.” by Miriam Grace A. Go, 
Newsbreak (second prize, investigative re- 
port, published by a nondaily). 

‘© “Major players elude government's anti- 
logging drive in Aurora” by Luz Rimban, PCIJ 
(third prize, investigative report, published 
byanondaily) 

© “Electronic ears listen with bugs and taps" 
by Fil Elefante, Manila Times (second prize, ex- 
planatory report, published in a daily). 

© “The economics of corruption,” by 
D'Laarni A. Ortiz, Larissa Josephine Villa, 
Roulee Jane Calayag, Ehden Llave-Pelaez, 
BusinessWorld (third prize, explanatory re- 
port, published in a daily). 

© “Mama can’t eat" by Vinia Datinguinoo, 
PCL (second prize, explanatory report, pub- 
lished in a nondaily). 

© “Bataan nuke power plant: Still unused, 
still paying for it" by Lidy Nacpil and Mae Bue- 
naventura, Philippine Graphic (third prize, ex- 
planatory report, published in a nondaily). 


Send resumés 
instantly 


YT USAT" 
www,jobmarketonline,com 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006 


Sex ed book 
scandalizes 
execs, but 
where is it? 


ByT| Burgonio 


EVEN EDUCATION OFFICIALS PROFESS TO 
be scandalized by the supposed existence of a 
textbook requiring that grade-school pupils 
bring condoms, fruits and vegetables to 
school for sex education classes. 

‘They insist there are no such textbooks in 
circulation. 

“We were surprised to see the news item in 
yesterday's Inquirer,” Estrellita Evangelista 
assistant director of the DepEd’s Bureau of 
Secondary Education, told the Senate com- 
mittee on health yesterday. 

“We reviewed out textbooks, we reviewed our 
modules, there was no such thing,” she said. 

‘There is no way such a textbook could have 
escaped the eagle eye of the National Text- 
book Evaluation Board and DepEd assessors, 
Evangelista said, 

Evangelista was reacting to an INQUIRER re- 
port last Wednesday a textbook in use at an el- 
ementary school in Pampanga that required- 
Grade 5 pupils to bring condoms, eggplants, 
cucumbers and bananas to class, 


Teachers’ style 

‘The vegetables and fruits were supposed to 
be used as props in reproductive health class 
where the children were to be taught how to 
use a condom. 

“When we interviewed some of the teach- 
ers, they said that maybe it was just the style 
of a teacher trying to explain how it’s being 
used,” Evangelista said. 

She said the bureau was preparing a mem- 
orandum cautioning teachers on the issue. 

In San Femando, Dr. Rosalinda Luna, the 
Pampanga division superintendent, denied that 
the controversial sex education module was not 
being pilot-tested in any school in the province. 

In the InquiRER article, Filipina Rafiada, a 
researcher of Prolife Philippines, claimed that 
the module was being tested in Pampanga 
and that Grade 5 students were being made to 
bring condoms and vegetables resembling the 
male sex organ to school. 

“The report has to be corrected. It is not 
true. We're not trying the module in the 
province,” Luna said in a phone interview. 

She said several parents and educators had 
called her to protest the content of the module as 
described by Rañada in the Inqunex story. 

Luna said she herself would not approve 
the use of such a module to introduce safe sex 
concepts to school children 

“Are these the values that we are going to 
teach our students? I totally disagree,” she said, 

Luna said that high school students in the 
province were being taught about reproduc- 
tive health. These lessons have been integrat- 
edin science classes, she said. 

At the Senate heating, Evangelista clarified 
that the DepEd wasn’t teaching sex education 
as a separate subject in public elementary and 
high schools around the country. 


Real-life problems 

Sex education, however, is integrated in 
the curriculum for basic health in high school, 
in such subjects as physical education, sci- 
ence, livelihood technology, she said. 

Last year, however, the DepEd started pilot- 
testing a module on adolescent reproductive 
health in the Parafiaque and Pateros national 
high schools, But this was stopped when the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
and other Church-allied sectors protested. 

“Secretary Fe Hidalgo has come up with a 
directive, stopping the tryout of this module 
because she would like to review how the 
statements have been presented and there- 
after make a revision,” Evangelista said. 

‘The module contains text which says that 
the transfer of sexually transmitted diseases 
can be prevented with the use of condoms, 
among other methods 

Evangelista wondered why some people 
were making a fuss about the module which, 
she stressed, uses a “skills-based approach” to 
instruct school children on how to cope with 
real-life problems related to their future re- 
productive health, With a report from 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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SUPERMAN RETURNS m bags 


Participating phones: 


D720, E770, P850, P300, E870, E900 


Participating dealers: ABC Store Abenson Avant + ADDESSA Corporation - ADI Telecom + 
Expressions Mobie Center « Giobote! Mabie Links + GMI Gleen Mktg. + G-Telecom - Guanzon + 
= Novacell + ORO Graphic + P. Aldana + Phones & Gadgets = Pines Multi + POS Mktg. - QSL Electronics + 


y w www.supermanreturns-asia.com ied 


‘SUPERMAN and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. 


IMAGINE FLYING 
HOME WITH OUT- 
OF-THIS-WORLD 
FREEBIES. 


Get a free limited edition 
SUPERMAN RETURNS m 
item when you buy any of 
participating Samsung mobile 
phones! Feel the power with 
other-worldly items like 
SUPERMAN RETURNSm 
phone straps, umbrellas, 
notebook cases, or a rare bag! 
Inquire at your nearest Samsung 
mobile phone dealers now! 
Promo period is from June 15 


to July 31, 2006. 


SUPERMAN RETURNSm notebook cases 


Participating phones: 
D510, D500, D520, E360, E370, X820 


BSD Intl + Busyone « Cellphone Lab Celwave + DG Phone + 
{Helo « Junrex + Mega Cellular MemoXpress « Mobile Experts 
Tidi Welcom * Viewers Telecoms + Wittelcom 
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2 justices hit Panganiban: A blow to SC credibility 


From page Al injection on Feb. 5, 1999, was the 
first convict to be executed after 
Republic Act No. 7659, also 
known as the Death Penalty Law, 
was approved in December 1993. 
(Last week, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo signed a law abolishing 


and that the tribunal had con- 
cluded that the convict was either 
the father or stepfather of the 
rape victim. 

Echegaray, who died by lethal 


Republika ng Pilpinas 
PANGASIWAAN NG TUBIG AT ALKANTARILYA SA METRO MANILA 
‘Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage Sysiem 
‘SPECIAL BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Katipunan Rosé, Balara. Quezon Cily 1105, Philippines 
“Tel. No. (632) 826-5601 * Tliax No. (632) 922-2588 / (852) 920-2439 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS). through its 
Specia Bide and Awards Commits (Committee). is ining interested parties to 
Sey ior eliiblily and lo bid for tha Assignment of MWSS' Receivables and Its 
Riant and Obligation to Subscribe to 83.97% Equity in Maynilad Water Services, 
tne, (Transaction). 

Bidding shall be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures and 
hol be governed by applicable Philippine laws, rules and reguiabons. The bidding 
Process for the Transaction shall have three (3) phases, namely: Phase 1 
Foecesilon Phase}: Phase 2 (Pre-Qualfeation Phase). and Phase 3 (Bidding 
Phase) 

Interested parties may secure copies ofthe Bidding Documents, which include 
tne Instuctone to Bidders (ITB). tthe Secretariat ofthe MWSS Special Bids and 
Anands Commitee. located atthe Sr. Deputy Administrator's Office, Ground Floor, 
WSS Engineering Building, Katipunan Road. Balara. Quezon Cily. Phitppines, 
Siaring on 26 June 2006 until 10 July 2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. upon 
Saymant of a non-refundable fee of Five Thousand US Dollars (US$5,000.00) 
Fee mode of payment shal be cash or manager's check. The Bidding Documents 
Shall be rocoived by the Interested partes themselves or their duly authorized 
Faarosoniatves. Al inlerested parties securing copies ofthe Bidding Documents 
ret be required to acknowledge receipt of the said Bidding Documents and to 
Soniy their sceaplance ofthe terms and conditions of te Bidding Documents by 

axculing the form attached to the Bidding Documents as Schedule 2 
(Acknowledgment) and submiting the same to tha Committee at ihe address given 
{Siow no laler than 2:00 p.m. of 21 July 2006. Only those interested parties who 
petahased the Bidding Decuments and submitted the Acknowledgment before the 
Beadhine provided therstor shall be allowed to participate in the bidding process 
{Late submission of the Required Documents shall not be accepted. 

terested partias who have submited the Acknowledgment within the doadine 
provided above shall submit the Required Documents enumerated in Clause 7.1 of 
Fie ITE fo the Commitee atthe address given below no later than 2:00 pum. of 21 
{july 2006. The Commitee shal inform the intarested parties no iater than 26 Jay 
20Gb they are eligible to participate in Phase 2 (Pre-ualiicaion Phase) of te 
bidding process forthe Transaction. 

Interested pariles who are found eligible 1o participate In Phase 2 (Pre- 
Qualifcation Phase) ofthe bidding process for the Transaction may secure copies 
Gite Sidcing Matenels enumerated in Clouse 8.1 of the ITB at the address given 
alow staring on 26 July 2006 until 28 July 2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm- 
upon paymantof a non-refundable fea of One Thousand US Dotirs (USS 000 00). 
The mode of payment shall be cash or manager's check. The Bidding Matorials 
hall be recaived by the Interested parties themselves or their duly authorized 
Statecontative. Only those interested parties who purchased the Bidding Matenais 
S bo allowed to paricipate in Phase 2 (Pre-Cualiication Phase) of he bidding 
process lor the Transaction as Bidders" 

‘The Bidders shall submit the Eligibilty Documents enumerated in Clause 11.1 
ofthe ITB tothe Committee in accordance wit Ciouss 12 ofthe ITB at the address 
Givan below no later than 2:00 p.m. of 11 August 2006 The Committee shall 
Bion the Bidders no later than 25 August 2006 if the said Bidders have pro- 
relied and are eligble to participate in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) ofthe bidding 
senate: ior he Transaction, Only those Bidders who have pre-qualified and are 
Goomed eligible to participate in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) ofthe bidding process 
by tne Commitee shall be alowed to further participate in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) 
Py te bidding process as “Quoted Bidders”. Late submission of the Elgibity 
‘Documents shali not be accepted 

“The Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled at 2:00 p.m. on 27 September 2006 at 
a placa to be announced later 

‘Gualifed Bidders must submit thelr Bid Proposals compliant wih Ciause 19 
of the ITB fo the Commitee in accordance with Clause 21 ofthe ITB no iter than 
200 pm. of 24 October 2006 at s place to be announced lalar. Laie submission 
Si Bid Proposals shall not be accepted. 

“The MWSS reserves the right to accapt or reject any Bid Proposals, to annul 
the bidding process, and to reject ali Bid Proposals at any te pror tothe award of 
the Transaction lo the winning bidder, vathout thereby incurring any liability 1 the 
affected bidder or bidders. 

“The MWSS assumes no responsibilty whetsoaver to compensate or indemnify 
interested parties andlor bidders for any expense incurred in the preparation of 
‘her applications and bids. 


(Sg) OSCAR I. GARCIA 
Carman 
MWSS Special Bids and Awards Committee 
‘Ground Floor, Engineenng Busing 
MWSS Compound, Kalipunan Road. 
Batara, Quezon City. Philippines 
(P01 done 13.258 28.208 
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capital punishment before she 
left for Europe.) 

Echegaray was accused of rap- 
ing his 10-year-old daughter (or 
stepdaughter, as his relatives 
claimed in court) several times in 
their house in Quezon City in 
April 1994. The Quezon City Re- 
gional Trial Court, then under the 

fe Judge Maximo Asuncion, 
meted out the death sentence in 
September 1994. 

‘The Supreme Court affirmed 
the court’s decision in June 1996. 


Exchange of letters 

Carpio’s rebuttals were con- 
tained in two letters, dated June 
15 and June 21, that he sent to 
Panganiban. The Chief Justice de- 
fended his stand, with an appeal to 
“agree to disagree,” in his replies 
dated June 19 and June 26. 

Associate justices were fur- 


nished copies of the exchanges, 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


® Region Vil, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BIB 


SUPPLY OF MORE OR LESS 480,000 PIECES 
BRAND NEW EMPTY SACKS (MTS) 

‘The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. tough is Corporate Budget for 2008 
intends to apply he sum of FOUR MILLION TWO HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT 
THOUSAND PESOS (Ps, 248,000 00) being he Approved Budget forthe Contact 
[ABC for the Supply of MORE OR LESS FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND 
[400 000) PCs Brand New Empty Sacks (MTS), 

The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY now viies Bis trom elgbie empty sack 
manulacturorsisupgiior for the Supply of more or less 480.000 PCs Brand Now 
Tapi Sacks (MTS) fr iron Fortted Rice (FR). Delivery of the Goods wil siart 
many- One (21) calendar days upon recai of Nosca to Proceed and to be completed 
Manin Thirty (30) calendar days trom the first deivory 

Re-Biding wil be conducted through open competllive bidding using nor 
dscratorary posed ertora as specited in tha Implementing Rules and Regulations 
PMLA (IRRA) ol Ropubic Act 9164 (RA. 9168), ofharus known as the "Govemmont 
Procurement Reform Act 

terested Bidders may obtain further Information from the NATIONAL FOOC 
AUTHORITY tnd lnopectpurcnese the Bidding Documents al the address giver 
‘etow, kom 8:00 am. io 5:00 pm upon payment of a nonrefundable foo of Sx 
Thousand Pesos (P6,000.00)in cesh. 

‘SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
issuance of Bids & Eigiblty Documents 
Pre-Bideing Conference 

(NFA Traning Centar, 3rd Floor, Reg Office) 
Submasion Ebpaiy Documents & Opening of Bids July 24, 2005 @ 9:00 am 

TNEA Trainng Center, 3rd Floor, Reg! Office) 

Al bids must be accompanied by a Bid secuniy in an amount at lest equal 1. 
ond not lower than a percentage of the Approved Budge forthe Contract to be bid. 
in the folowing schedule end form. 


according to a note on the letters, 
copies of which were obtained by 
reporters. 

“Sadly, the Chief Justice's 
charge, and continued insistence, 
that the court in Echegaray com- 
mitted a ‘judicial error,” even if 
untrue could, in the words of Sen. 
Edgardo Angara, ‘shake the peo- 
ple's faith in the judiciary” Car- 
pio wrote, adding: 

“This is a self-inflicted blow on 
the judiciary’ credibility, particu- 
larly that of the court.” 

In his first letter, Carpio said 
the doctrines that would have 
merited the sentencing of reclu- 
sion perpetua on Echegaray came 
after the Supreme Court had 
ruled on his case. 


Power to prophesy? 

“To hold that the court in 
Echegaray should have applied a 
future doctrine would require the 


Republic of the Philippines 


oaTEMIME 
Sune 30 - July 07. 2006 
‘Bay 10, 2006 @ 200 pm. 


Minimum Amount % of Approved 
‘Budget of the Contact (ABC) 
1% of ABC 


Form 
Cash or Cashier's Check or 
Manager's Check 
GSIS Surety Bond marked 
“Catabie on Demand” 

Late Bids shal not be accented 
‘The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY reserves the right to accept or reject ary 
fd, o annui the bidding process, and to rejci al Bids at any bme prior o contract 

Sward. without thereby ncurmng any kabiy Io the afiected Bidder or Bidders. 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY, Region Vit 
Raui B. Chong, BAC Charman 
Cabu Regonsi Office, Gov. M. Cuenco Ave., Baniad, Cebu CAY 
(Telephone Numbers: (032)232- 1939 (032)233-2264; 

Exmat address: nfaro7@ovs.nel ph: 
\Weoste. wra niacebu net ph) 


25% of ABC 


(Sg) RAUL B. CHONG 
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court to possess the power to 
prophesy, No court or judge pos- 
sesses such power,” he said. 

Carpio added’ that the tri- 
bunal’s ruling followed existing 
doctrines and thus decided on the 
case correctly. 

In reply, Panganiban said the 
Supreme Court had failed to ap- 
ply an “existing, basic, long-en 
trenched criminal law doctrine” 
that what is alleged in the infor- 
mation or complaint must be 
proven. 

He said that in ruling on 
Echegaray’s case, the tribunal 
failed to prove that Echegaray 
was the victim's father as alleged 
and what was only proven was 
that he was the lover of the vic- 
tim's mother. 

“To stress, since the alleged 
qualifying circumstance of fa- 
ther-daughter relationship was 
not proven, then the crime com- 
mitted was only simple, not qual- 
ified rape; and the penalty should 
be reclusion perpetua,” Pangani- 
ban said. 


No place in society 

The Chief Justice insisted on 
his main point that the death 
penalty had no place in society 
because it could not be modified 
should the doctrines change or, 
reverse with the discovery of an 
error. 

Carpio countered that the 
court had concluded that 
Echegaray was “either the father 
or stepfather” of the victim. 

“What was alleged in the infor- 
mation—that the victim was the 
‘daughter’ of the accused—was 
proven as the court expressly de 
clared that the accused was either 
the father or stepfather of the vic- 
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CARPIO: Applying future doctrine 


tim,” he said. 

In his second letter to Carpio, 
Panganiban maintained that the 
tribunal did not make a definite 
decision on the real relationship 
between Echegaray and his vic- 
tim. Specific allegations must be 
proven beyond reasonable doubt, 
hesaid. 


Reasonable doubt 

Panganiban also said that even 
if granted, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that Echegaray was the fa- 
ther, stepfather or grandfather, he 
questioned if it was a finding that 
was beyond reasonable doubt. 

“Was such an uncertain, inde! 
nite finding or conclusion judi- 
cially or jurisprudentially suffi 
cient, acceptable and correct? 
Was that a finding beyond rea- 
sonable doubt?" he asked. 

In concluding his letter, Panga- 
niban said he was not blaming 
the individual justices or the 
court, 

“I was not accusing anyone of 
any fault. Again, my main point is 
simply that, fallible as humans 
are, members of the court make 
occasional mistakes; thus, impos- 
ing and irreversibly carrying out 
the death penalty should have no 
place in our statute books,” he 
said. 


Academic 

Panganiban also said he did 
not want an endless debate on 
the matter. In his first letter, he 
noted that the matter might be 
academic because of the death 
penalty abolition 

You have your view; 1 have 
mine. As we always say, let us just 
agree to disagree without being 
disagreeable,” Panganiban said. 
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Luggage pilferage at Naia alarms airlines 


di Arabian Airlinesin 
Manila. 

In his letter dated 
June 22, Alsadeh 
said that in January, told the Inquirer in 
an outbound first, an interview yester- 
class passenger lost’ day. 
his laptop, while an- "There is consider- 
other lost an expen- able reason for us to 
sive cellular phone, raise the alarm that 
which he placed in there could be a syn- 
his checked in lug- dicate working at the 
gage. airport,” Nakpil said. 

“The pilferage cas- Nakpil, himself an 
es from our station airline official, said 
(have) increased. Per that reports reaching 
report fromother air- the AOC indicated 
lines, they too were that an average of 
getting complaint(s) three pieces of lug- 
from outbound pas- gage are pilfered at 
sengers about loss of the Naia every 
items from their month. 
check in baggage,” “That’s unaccept- 
Alsadeh said in his able to the airlines. 
letter obtained by the There should actual- 
Twouinen. ly be zero pilferage, 

The airline official but we also leave a 
expressed the belief window for about 
that a syndicate is one or two pilferage 
authority chief, Al- working at the Naia incidents a year,” 
fonso Cusi, express- Terminal 1, noting Nakpil said. 
ing alarm over the that the pilferage The airlines com- 
incredsein baggage could have been pensate passengers 
pilferage at the Na- done by persons with for the valuables they 
fa. access to the Xray lose from their bag- 

“This was not the machines and load- gage. 


By Nikko Dizon 


A SON OF SAUDI 
Arabia's ambassador 
to the Philippines re- 
cently lost a gold 
Rolex watch from his 
checked-in luggage 
at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport 
(Naia). 

Amar Wali said 
he discovered that 
his expensive watch 
was stolen when he 
arrived in 
Damman, Saudi 
Arabia. 

Wali took Saudi 
Arabian Airlines 
fight SV 867 last 
June 20 from Manila. 

Ambassador Mo- 
hamed Ameen Wali 
promptly sent a let- 
ter of complaint to 
the airline's Manila 
office, which in 
turn wrote airport 


cem of AOC now” 
Leoncio Nakpil, chair 
of the Airline Oper- 
tors Council (AOC), 


place at the termi 
nals build up area, 
where baggage are 
being consolidated 
and stored in con- 
tainers before they 
are loaded to the air- 
craft or shipped 
abroad. 

He also noted that 
the Naia'’s defective 
conveyor belts have 
damaged several 
checked in bags, 
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age most likely take opening them up for AOC has 
pilferers. 


already 
brought up the air- 
lines” concer with 


Nakpil said the month. 


MA 


the airport authority 
in a meeting last 


Taft Avenue cor. P. Faura Sts Ermit 
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PIONEER IN PROVINCIAL BAR REVIEWS 
CONGRATULATES WITH PRIDE THE FOLLOWING LEX 
REVIEWEES FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. 
"WHO PASSED THE 2005 BAR EXA 
ATT) JANE DEE MADERAZO ATTY. VALERIE V. PELAYO 
ATHY ARIEL E MALUNI ATIY. CHERYL C. PONTEVEDRA 
a RY NAGRAMPA ATTY. ANCHAEL T, SUNO 
GLAMIEYGRERGA ATTY. JOY RANDY A. TORRECARION 
LEX DFEPLY REGRETS THE OMISSION OF THEIR NAMES FROM THE LEX AD IN 
"THE PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ISSUE OF MAY 27, 2006. LATE IS BETTER 
“THAN NEVER. THOSE WHO ARE LAST SHALL BE FIRST. 


LEX congratulates ATTY. MARY JOHNA A. RAMIREZ, LEX revlewee from the 


first time we re- ing of baggage tothe Nakpil said pilfer- 
ceived complaint aircraft. 

from passengers _Alsadeh asked the 
who traveled from airport authority to 
Manila to Saudi Ara- implement a stricter 
bia arriving at their monitoring of all ar- 
destination finding eas at the airport ter- 
their baggage al- minal. 

ready opened and The increase in 
pilfered,” wrote baggage pilferage of 
Nasser Alsadeh, sta- outbound passengers 
tion manager of Sau- is “becoming a con- 
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Ast Reading: 2K25:1-12 a (E) F 
Gospel Matthew 8:1-4 een Cots 

‘When Jesus came down from the moun ens 
tain, large crowds followed him. 

"then leper came forward. He knelt be 
fore him and said, “Sir, if you want to, you can 
make me clean.” Jesus stretched out his 
hand, touched him, and said, “I want to, be 
clean again.” At that very moment the man 
was cleansed from his leprosy. Then Jesus 
said to him, “See that you do not tell anyone, 
but go to the priest, have yourself declared 
clean, and offer the gift that Moses ordered as 
prokati” 


E at Ua 


Commentary 

The city of Jerusalem is destroyed, the tem- 
ple burned, the kings and their families execut- 
ted and the people driven into exile, except for 
some of the poor who stay behind. The people 
turned from their covenant and God was with 


them, but He did not save them. 

The religion of Jesus is about living in the 
world, with its sufferings, illness, wars, politics 
and economics, and society. And yet lives an al- 
ternative of hope: healing, drawing those ex- 
cluded in, welcoming and bringing life to all in 
circumstances of harm, misery, hunger and 
lack. It is not easy but it is the will of God for life 
for all. This is our life daily. 
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LOMIBAO: Pushing for Director Servando 
Hizon to reportedly extend his influence. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006 


PUNO: Pushing for Deputy General Oscar 
Calderon to influence 115,000-strong PNP. 


GMA men clash over PNP 


From page Al 


mita said Ms Arroyo was not likely to extend 
Lomibao's term and that she had yet to make 
up her mind on the short list of candidates for 
the top PNP post. 


Pros and cons 

Having the chiefs of the DILG and the PNP on 
the same page has its pros and cons, Ermita said. 

“The DILG is the one supervising the PNP 
and it follows that the DILG chief should be 
friendly with the PNP chief,” he said. 

“But having an independent-minded PNP 
chief could also provide a check and balance 
inthe system.” 

Puno and Lomibao are both allies of Ms Ar- 
royo. The interior secretary was the architect 
of her reelection campaign in 2004, while the 
PNP chief was among the top law enforce- 
ment officials named in the “Hello Garci” tape 
as being allegedly involved in manipulating 
the election results, particularly in Mindanao 
where he was stationed. 

Both Calderon and Hizon are members of 
Philippine Military Academy Class of 1973 
and both hail from Nueva Ecija. 

Calderon was a provincial director of 
Samar and metro district commander in 
Davao, while Hizon was commander of the 
‘Special Action Force and served as police di- 


rector of Rizal, Zamboanga and Basilan. 


Southern Leyte visit 

Lomibao earlier refused to comment on re- 
ports that he was grooming Hizon, a constant 
companion on his provincial sorties, to be- 
come the next PNP chief. 

‘Today, Lomibao is scheduled to fly to St. 
Bernard town in Southern Leyte to help vic- 
tims of the landslide that wiped out a whole 
barangay in February. 

A total of 152 people died and over 900 
were missing and presumed dead when a por- 
tion of Mt. Kan-abag buried the entire village 
of Guinsaugon. Two policemen lost every- 
thing, including their families, in the tragedy. 


PNP’s 2-story schoolhouse 

‘The police chief and local officials wll attend 
the groundbreaking ceremony for a two-story 
school to be funded by the PNP 

‘The visit will be among Lomibao’s last acts 
as police chief, the coveted post he has held 
during the last year and three months. 

The school project will cost around P5.5 
million, said Chief Supt. Ely de la Paz, head of 
the Central Visayas police office. The money 
‘was contributed by policemen, who donated 
one day's pay, and some businessmen for the 
town’s reconstruction, he said. With areport 
from Luige A. del Puerto 
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Joma on extradition 
bid: You can’t touch me, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Ai] 


LUCENA CITY—SELFEXILED COMMUNIST 
Panty of the Philippines founder Jose Maria Sison 
has scoffed at the govemmenť’s plan to seek his 
expulsion from The Netherlands to face murder 
charges in the Philippines following the abolition 
of the death penalty law. 

Sison again pointed out that he was beyond 
reach ofthe Arroyo administration because no ex- 
tradition treaty had been forged between the 
Dutch and the Philippine governments. 

“Under Philippine and international law, the 
Manila goverment has no jurisdiction over my 
person while I am in The Netherlands. And nei- 
ther has the Dutch goverment any jurisdiction 
over Philippine events and circumstances,” Sison 
said in an e-mailed statement from his base in 
Utrecht. 

, He added: “They have boasted that they could 
tse the abolition of the death penalty for the worst 
‘common criminals to effect my deportation from 
‘The Netherlands to the Philippines. They are once 
again showing off that they can extend their hand 
of persecution to where Tam.” 

Sison called the junking of the death penalty a 
ploy used by the Arroyo government to gloss over 
“its extrajudicial killings of hundreds of political 
opponents." 

He branded govemment officials seeking his 
extradition as “ignoramuses in international law" 
and said that even if there were such a treaty, “po- 
litically-motivated charges invalidate a request for 
extradition” 
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Sison has so far been in The Netherlands for 19 


penalty law had eliminated a major obstacle tothe | 


Philippine government's bid to get custody of Si- | į 
son. p 
Ernita had said that he was informed by a | j 


Dutch official that The Netherlands could not de- 
port Sison because the Philippines permitted capi- 
tal punishment. 

“The Dutch government has adopted the policy 
of not sending back a fugitive to a country that has | 
the death penalty 

Last week, the government repealed the statute 
calling for capital punishment on criminals found 
tion on Human Rights and the Refugee Conven- | 
tion prevent the Dutch government from causing | 
his rerum to the Philippines or any other country 
where he is at risk of being subjected to torture, or | 
otherwise inhuman and degrading treatment or 


punishment. 
Sison said thatthe Arroyo regime had been fil- 
ing charges of rebellion and murder against him 


year after year. 
‘He claimed that the charges lacked “factual and 
legal basis” Delfin T Mallari Jr, PDI Southern 
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Spreading impunity 


LL POLITICS, AS THE SAYING GOES, IS LOCAL. 
As the bane of local politics is murder. Mayor 

Delfinito Albano of Ilagan, Isabela, who was 
gunned down not in his own town but in Quezon City last 
‘Tuesday, is merely the latest to join the list of unlucky lo- 
cal officials. Mayors Luis Biel of Isabela, Basilan; Guer- 
rero Zaragoza of Tayug, Pangasinan; Joel Brillantes of 
Monkayo, Compostela Valley, have 
been slain. An unsuccessful attempt 
was made on the life of Mayor Dennis 
Pineda of Lubao, Pampanga. There have also been recent 
assassination attempts against Governors Datu Andal 
Ampatuan of Maguindanao and Armando Sanchez of 
Batangas. 

While speculation is rife concerning the motivations 
surrounding Albano’s murder (one theory involves turf 
battles over jueteng income, another that he was a cod- 
dler of the Left), two things are ominously indicated by 
the gruesome circumstances surrounding his killing. The 
first is that the violence in the provinces aimed at political 
targets has begun to spill over from one locality to others. 
The second is that politicians as a group are now increas- 
ingly facing an escalation of attacks, the same dangers 
that ordinary people face. 

Some quarters have suggested that an increase in 
crimes such as kidnapping is to be expected ahead of 
next year’s elections, The other side of the coin is that ex- 
tortion as part of political fundraising is being accompa- 
nied by efforts to rub out politicians to get them out of 
the way. Unlike the liquidation of activists generally crit- 
ical of the administration, the murder of politicians 
doesn’t seem to respect party affiliation or national po- 
litical loyalty. 

However, whether the target of a failed assassination 
attempt or a successful murder is for or against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, it is she and the national govern- 
ment that must contend with the mayhem and murder. 
And localities, such as Quezon City, already grappling 
with car theft and other crimes, now have to contend 
with violent crimes such as the very public execution of 
Albano. 

‘Even if the increased militarization of whole swathes of 
the countryside—as is taking place in Central Lu- 
zon=-aims to impose a government stranglehold on these 
areas, the murder of Albano proves that political murder- 
ers will simply seek more convenient (and less heavily po- 
liced and militarized) areas to carry out their bloody ob- 
jectives. Assigning bodyguards to officials and cocooning 
them in bulletproof armored convoys won't stop such ef- 
forts. The firepower used will only increase—as will offi- 
cial paranoia. 

«What is remarkable is that there seems to be more con- 
cèin over this latest killing on the part of Malacafiang 
than it has hitherto exhibited in other political murders. 
The cynical might be tempted to explain this as an admin- 
istration exceedingly assiduous about cultivating local 
government support, looking out for its own. But it could 
also be a sign that civilian officials are finally—though be- 
latedly—realizing that unleashing the cycle of violence 
can only result in a vortex from which no politician can 
escape in the long run. 

‘The predatory nature of our local politics is being 
demonstrated in increasingly bloody ways. As is the im- 
Potence of the law enforcement agencies of the govern- 
ment to maintain peace and order. While local officials 
may be more used to violence being an occupational haz- 
ard, no local official relishes the idea that he will have to 
hire more bodyguards, have even more elaborately 
armed convoys, or entrust himself to an ever-increasing 
extent to the protection of the armed forces and police. 
After all, the inevitable question would be: If civilian offi- 
cials cannot trust their constituents, and if the sole guar- 
antor of the safety of these officials is only the military 
and the police, why bother with such burdensome offi- 
cials at all? 

Having allowed so many political murders to remain 
unsolved and unpunished, the government will be hard 
put to explain why law enforcement agencies should ex- 
ert greater efforts simply because politicians are now in 
the sights of assassins. This is called reaping the whirl- 
wind. 
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POOR POPE BENEDICT XVI, HIS POLITE 
words to a visiting dignitary is being misinter- 
preted and used to advance the political agen- 
da of President Macapagal-Arroyo. “Pati ba na- 
man ang Papa, ginagamit n'yo pa! (Why, you 
are using even the Popel),” snapped an old 
‘woman after reading the newspapers. 

How did this brouhaha start? After emerging 
from an audience with the Pope, GMA and her 
publicity handlers put their own spin on what 
he had told her. They said the Pope gave her a 
pat on the back and said, “Well done.” Archbish- 
‘op Oscar Cruz said the “well done” comment 
was for the abolition of the death penalty and 
not for everything that GMA has done in the 
Philippines because the Pope is well aware of 
the corruption and scandals going on here, in- 
cluding the Garci tapes. It is inconceivable that 
the Holy Father would have approved of these 
scandals, the bishop intimated. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, GMA's No. 1 
running dog, disagrees. "You are not 
spokesman,” he told the archbishop, 
you know what he meant?” 

By Bunye's own interpretation, the Pope 
gave a blanket approval of everything that his 
boss is doing, including presumably the cheat- 
ing in the elections, the suppression of civil lib- 
erties and the assassinations of militants op- 
posing her administration. Well, neither is 
Bunye the Pope's spokesman, so how did he 
know that the Father meant all that his fertile 
imagination concocted? 

Alas, the Pope's two words of politeness are 
being given meanings well beyond what he 
meant. The Pope receives so many dignitaries 
‘every day and he has to say something to them 
out of courtesy and politeness. When some- 
body reports to you that he did this and that, 
your natural reaction is to say, “Well done,” out 
of politeness, 'di ba? That's the more logical ex- 
planation. But alas and alack, even the Pope is 
not spared from being used to make a stinking 
GMA administration smell good. 

Cruz's interpretation is the more believable 
one, Bunye's spin is overacting. There are still 
several days before the GMA party returns 
home, and that gives them more time to imag- 
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ine what the Pope and the Spanish royalty said 
to GMA. You can bet that when GMA, her spin- 
meisters and members of her entourage tell 
their stories, they would be embellished with 
imaginary expressions of approval for whatev- 
ershe has done and is still doing here. 

By the way, I had reported in a previous 
column that the presidential entourage to- 
taled 55. I was wrong. It ballooned to more 
than double—to 133 persons—by the time 
the chartered plane took off. 

All their expenses, including pocket mon- 
ey for shopping, are being paid for by Fil- 
ipino taxpayers, who can't even afford to 
give their families three square meals a day 
because of the high taxes and high prices of 
basic goods. 

Besides the 133 junketeers in the char- 
tered plane, others followed in commercial 
flights so as to be seen with the presidential 
party in Rome and Spain. These are public 
officials, businessmen and other status- 
seekers who want to be able to say that they 
were with the President's party during her 
state visits. That also gives them an excuse 
to charge their expenses to their offices, as 
though they were necessary, official trips. 

An indication of how low the Macapagal and 
‘Arroyo families look at the Pope and the Vatican 
is that GMA and members of the two families 
went to Rome to lobby for the sainthood of two 
relatives of the Arroyos, both Catholic nuns. 
Rep. Ignacio Arroyo even held a press confer- 
ence aboard the plane to tell the journalists, by 
inference, how holy their clan is. 

‘They pray to these “holy” relatives every 
day, Arroyo said, and that is why GMA is still in 


Malacafiang. Which means that those who 
‘want to oust GMA better give up now. The fam- 
ily has a hotline to God, thanks to saintly rela- 
tives up there, who listen to the prayers of their 
less saintly kin down here. 

Poor saintly relatives, all the stories about 
the good things they had done when they were 
still alive are most likely true, but the boasting 
by their living relatives that they would lobby 
with the Pope for their sainthood is a disservice 
to them. “We have two pending applications 
for sainthood,” Bunye said. "Maybe she (GMA) 
will work for the sainthood ofthe two beatified 
Filipinos.” 

Now the sins of their descendants will be as- 
sociated with them. The association can only 
be harmful. 

In the first place, the Vatican is not Congress 
where vested interests lobby for their pet pro- 
jects, least of all for sainthood. Neither is saint- 
hood “applied for.” Sainthood is earned by 
‘what the particular person did during his life- 
time. It is not given due to lobbying by his rela- 
tives here on earth. 

Twill concede that the two dead Arroyos led 
saintly lives while they were still alive. But 
their virtues seem not to have rubbed off on 
some of their descendants. 

Elvis Presley fans, don't forget the show 
“Elvis Presley Live” tonight and tomorrow 
night at the Front Page piano bar on TM. 
Kalaw Street, Ermita, Manila. The “Pelvis” 
will perform, live, through outstanding im- 
personators who have won Elvis Presley ti- 
tles in various contests. Included among 
them would be the youngest (only 9 years 
old) Elvis impersonator ever. Show starts at 
9pm. 

Also, don't forget the reunion of the Philets 
and Artlets alumni of the University of Sto. 
‘Tomas next Saturday, July 8, at the Quezon 
City Sports Club on E. Rodriguez Ave., Quezon 
City. The shindig starts at 10 a.m. (remember, 
it is in the morning, not in the evening). Out- 
standing Philets and Artlets alumni will be giv- 
en awards of recognition. 


The ‘disabled’—and us, the temporarily abled 


YESTERDAY 1 READ THAT BANKS HAVE 
frequently tumed away blind customers and 
rejected their applications to open accounts. 
‘The report said that the National Council for 
the Welfare of Disabled Persons (NCWDP) has 
received mounting complaints of discrimina- 
tion against the blind by Banco de Oro, Allied 
Bank, Bank of the Philippine Islands and 
Metrobank. 

Roland Hamond, a 40-year-old reflexologist, 
was reportedly rejected by Banco de Oro Uni- 
versal Bank earlier this month when he tried to 
open an account. Hamond wanted to deposit a 
5,000 crossed check, but was refused. 

Hamond was similarly turned away by the 
government-owned Land Bank. A bank 
spokesman reportedly said they require blind 
people to be “accompanied by someone who 
will help them” open the account. 

‘The Bangko Sentral, meanwhile, has denied 
issuing any rules to shield the banks from the 
risk of fraud committed against the visually 
impaired. 

Indeed, the NCWDP has advised Hamond to 
return to the payor and ask for cash instead. 
Note the irony: With a check payment, the risk 
of fraud is borne by both the bank and the 
blind. With cash, the risk of fraud is shifted en- 
tirely to the blind. This “cash solution” solves 
the bank's problem, not the blind’s—we throw 
them to the mercy of the market, and then we 
wash ourhands. 

We agonize over political correctness: Are 
they persons with disabilities, differently abled 
or physically challenged? The real conundrum 
is what we should call ourselves—us, the robust 
and fully abled. Inevitably, we all grow old and 
infirm, Inexorably, our faculties will decline 
with the passing of time until, either for reasons 
natural or man-made, they fail. 

Itis we who are the “temporarily abled,” just 
biding our time until our powers wither away: 
the eyes dim, the hearing fades, the knees and 
joints corrode. The “disabled” are merely those 
‘who got there ahead of us, and the conundrum 
exists only because it is one group, ours, who 
gets to choose what terms to use for the es- 
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tranged “other” It is a question, not of lan- 
guage, but of power. 

That is why the robust and healthy must see 
themselves in the shoes, nay in the 
wheelchairs, of persons with disabilities. That 
poetic piece of original Pinoy music entitled 
“Bulag, Pipi at Bingi” in fact asked them to see 
us instead as figuratively blinded, muted and 
deaf: “Marami sa ami'y nabubuhay nang tulad 
mo, di makita, di marinig, minsay nauutal, 
patungo sa hinahangad na buhay na banal...” 

That is also why the law is important in the 
struggle against disability discrimination—it 
compels us to domesticate our baser selves. 
Why should public buses waste time while 
slowpokes amble along and clamber up the 
stairs? Why should taxicabs let their chances at 
making their “boundary” tick away while a 
paraplegic’s wheelchair is loaded and unload- 
ed in the trunk? It is in such moments that we 
need the law's “brooding omnipresence.” 

‘The late Arturo Borjal left us a lasting legacy 
when, as a sectoral representative in Congress, 
he shepherded the landmark legislation we 
know as the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons. 
The Supreme Court, speaking through now 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban, has applied 
the Magna Carta: equality is “rooted not mere- 
ly on charity or accommodation, but on justice 
forall.” 

In Bernardo v. NLRC, Far East Bank adopted 
a program to give jobs to persons with disabili- 
ties—as “a result of overtures made by some 
civic and political personalities.” It hired 56 
deaf-mutes who eventually claimed that they 
had become regular employees, The bank ar- 
gued that they had been hired “due to 'pak- 
iusap,” by way of “accommodation,” and nev- 
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er acquired tenure. Panganiban, while praising 
the bank for its “nobility (in giving jobs] to 
physically impaired individuals,” held for the 
deaf-mutes and said they had “acquired legal 
rights that this Court is dury-bound to protect 
and uphold, not as a matter of compassion but 
as a consequence of law and justice.” 

A few years ago, I asked UP Institute of Hu- 
man Rights director Barry Gutierrez to orga- 
nize a forum on the rights of those with disabil- 
ities, part of an effort to refocus our attention 
on the forgotten human rights, those for which 
no red banners fly, no politburos reign. 

1 recalled Jacobus tenBroek, spiritual and 
intellectual leader of America's National Fed: 
eration of the Blind, a blind constitutional 
Tawyer who received his law degree from Boalt 
School at Berkeley and his SJ.D. from Har- 
vard. Decades ago, he asked: How would our 
cities look like if they had been designed by a 
blind man? Today we find Braille numbers on 
elevators, texture-differentiated pedestrian 
paths, and other tactile guides for those who 
“see” with their hands. 

Ifthe parks had been designed by a paralyt- 
ic, the sidewalks and trees won't have those 
iron grills that trap the tires of wheelchairs. If 
classroom assignments were made by humane 
beings, the classes attended by paraplegic stu- 
dents would be moved from the third to the 
first floor, a simple bureaucratic step to save 
the student a thousand painful "steps" over the 
whole semester. Theirs is not a plea for pity or 
an appeal to feeling, Theirs rather is a claim to 
dignity and full participation in the life of the 
‘community by the fact alone of being human. 

To those who for now still savor the joys of 
being temporarily abled, the poet Max 
Ehrmann, more famous for his “Desiderata,” of- 
fers comfort with “The Prayer”: “And though 
age and infirmity overtake me, and I come not 
within sight of the castle of my dreams, teach 
me still to be thankful for life, and for time's old- 
en memories that are good and sweet, and may 
the evening's twilight find me gentle still.” 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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THE PROBLEM WITH THE SECOND IMPEACH- 
ment complaint against President Macapagal-Ar- 
rroyo is that it carries an excessive tonnage made 
up of several hefty complaints, signed by more 
than 200 supernumeraries, and an incoherent 
mixture of good intentions. 

With this bill of lading, it is easy to see that the 
presence of Bishop Deogracias Yñiguez, who filed 
a separate complaint, in the cargo hold is a bless- 
ing. He can say Mass daily beseeching God that 
that this expedition does not sink from being 
overweight so that he will not be jettisoned as ex- 
cess baggage. 

Yñiguez’s complaint, I understand, is no differ- 
entfrom the complaint filed by the citizens’ group 
of mote than 200. Thus, the good bishop's com- 
plaint does not add intellectual weight to the 
main complaint, especially since he looks more 
luminous in his implacable and emotional denun- 
ciation of the Arroyo regime than in his mental 
output. 

This new impeachment expedition calis to 
mind the sinking of the Spanish galleon San 
Diego, off the coast of Batangas. Antonio de Mor- 
ga used the galleon, which was heavily freighted 
with treasures and provisions, to engage Dutch 
Admiral van Noort’ agile man-of-war. The Dutch 
warship ran circles around the lumbering 
galleon, and punched broadsides on its hull 

The new complaint has repackaged the 
charges dismissed by the House of Represent 
tives last year. Its claim to innovation lies only in 
that it has a large number of signatures of presti- 
gious or “eminent” citizens, who seem to be more 
impressive because of their names than the sub- 
stance and strategy of their undertaking. 

First, the numbers game requires an impeach- 
‘ment complaint to have at least 78 signatures of 
‘congressmen so it can be sent to the Senate for an 
impeachment trial—not the 200 signatures on the 
complaint. What is crucial is getting the required 
number of congressmen to endorse the complaint 
so that it will move forward. Can the citizens’ initia- 


REGARDING THE DOCUMENTARY “LUKAYO: 
Hindi Ito Bastos (Lukayo: This Is Not Obscene)” 
which aired recently on “I-Witness” over GMA-7 
and which was the subject of a column last June 
21, I received word that the Movie and Television 
Review and Classification Board (MTRCB) has 
suspended “I-Witness” for two episodes for airing 
the documentary in question. 

By way of background, “Lukayo” is about the 
life's work of new National Artist Ramon Obusan, 
who has sought to preserve, or at least document, 
authentic indigenous Filipino folk culrure which 
is fast disappearing due to the pressures of mod- 
ernization. One aspect of this indigenous culture 
is the role that women play as healers and 
shamans, an aspect reflected in the work of the 
lukayos, descendants of the ancient babaylanes, 
who bless newlyweds with a fertile union by 
dancing around them, singing bawdy songs and 
brandishing wooden phalluses—all in the. spirit 
of good, clean, ifa little naughty fun. 

But the MTRCB—including officials, agents and 
alleged complainants—didn't seem to appreciate 
the humor that the lukayos employ or the scholar- 
1y, or at least human interest, intent of Howie Sev- 
erino, who produced this episode of “I-Witness.” 
(By the way, congratulations to Howie who was 
named “Investigative Journalist of the Year" by the 
Manila Rotary Club Journalism Awards.) 

Tn its decision signed by Chair Marissa La- 

guardia, the MTRCB chided “I-Witness” for “show- 
ing ... exaggerated large phalluses and masturba- 
tion” which apparently “do not fall within G and 
PG classification applying contemporary Filipino 
values and good customs as standards.” 
SORRY, Howie, contrary to your assertion that 
the lukayos are not “bastos,” the MTRCB has 
deemed them and their props as obscene and 
therefore unworthy of airing on TV and per- 
haps injurious to public morals. 

I don't know, though, what it is exactly the 
authorities were objecting to. At least they ac- 
knowledge the phalluses in the lukayos’ hands, 
or tied around their waists, are “exaggerated,” 
because a reviewer claimed earlier that young 
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THE POETRY OF THE EARTH, JOHN KEATS 
mused, is never dead. But if the dire threats to the 
Philippines’ staggering natural bounties are any- 
thing to go by, the poetry of land, sea and moun- 
tain may have already given way to the prosaic, 
or worse, the pathetic. It should not take cursory 
references to June as Environment Month to re- 
mind us of how much damage we have wrought 
‘on our fragile ecosystems—and the pressing need 
for action on various fronts. 

Rapu-Rapu Island and the Bastes report on the 
dangers of untrammeled mining have recently re- 
heated the ecology-versus-economy debates. 
How much of the environment and long-term 
sustainability are we going to sacrifice on the al- 
tar of much-needed development? 

1n the metropolis of 12 million residents, the 
meandering Pasig, a symbol of romance and beau- 
ty to writers and poets like Rizal, has become a 
fetid cesspool of domestic and industrial wastes. 
Smokey Mountain, once an infamous gargantuan 
heap of garbage spilling into Manila Bay, emblem- 
atic of everything wrong with the country during 
the Marcos years, may have had a facelift with new 
housing tenements and a church under construc- 
tion using recycled and eco-friendly materials. But 
from the towering sides of a metropolis’ refuse, 
compacted over the years, ominous methane gas 
Continues to billow. Today, much of Metro Manila's 
solid waste makes its way—over 500 truckloads 
daily—to the other side of the city, to Payatas, 
where only a few years ago, 300 families perished 
when tons of garbage buried them alive, 

Elsewhere in the archipelago, the environment 
takes a constant beating. We are all too familiar 
with the litany of ecological devastation: a paltry 
800,000 hectares of virgin forest today, compared 
to over 10 million hectares of sheer abundance 
and biodiversity before World War Il; our coral 
reefs, once billed as the richest on earth, now 
down to 5 percent in pristine state; our topsoil, 
the very source of food security, severely eroded 
In over half of our provinces; over half of 450 
rivers now declared dead or dying; our urban air 
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tive muster the warm bodies in the House? 

This is obstacle No. 1. It is an encounter with 
political reality. It can't be overcome by wishful 
thinking on the part of 200 or even thousands of 
signatories to the complaint. 

Second, it is the substance of the complaint 
which will count more than the number of signa- 
tures in giving gravitas to the complaint and 
make it difficult for congressmen to dismiss it 
capriciously. The complaint runs to 150 pages, in- 
cluding 25 pages detailing the particulars of the 
three main charges, and annexes. This weight is 
enough to sink the vessel. 

‘The complaint bunches up the charges in three 
broad allegations charging that the President: (1) 
committed graft and corruption, and betrayed 
public trust when she exercised dictatorial pow- 
ers to suppress the lawful exercise of the people's 
right to free speech, assembly, free press ... and 
the legislative power to inquire into matters relat- 
ing to or affecting the legitimacy of her presiden- 
cy; (2) violated the Constitution and betrayed 
public trust when she “allowed, abetted, and 
countenanced gross violations of human rights"; 
and (3) “engaged in graft and corruption, entered 
into illegal government contracts and concealed 
her conjugal assets.” 

Although the new complaint repeats allega- 
tions in the old complaint concerning the alleged 
stealing of the 2004 elections, it expands on this 
issue and raises new charges alleging exercise of 
dictatorial powers and gross violation of human 
rights. It no longer anchors its case on alleged 
electoral manipulation in the Garcillano tapes. It 
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people might mistake them for the “real thing.” 
As for the alleged masturbation, it’s true the 
‘women were shown stroking their props or 
brandishing them before the camera, but surely 
no one was shown indulging in actual mastur- 
bation. If there was malice in “Lukayos,” it was 
mainly in the minds and eyes of those who com- 
plained and who were tasked with evaluating 
the obscenity quotient of the show. 

The point of Howie's documentary, in fact, 
was precisely to place the rituals of the lukayos 
within the context of folk culture, which, re- 
gardless of geographical setting, has long wor- 
shipped the male phallus and the female vagi- 
na and womb as the sources of human life and 
fertility. Recall the short story “May Day Eve” 
by the late National Artist for Literature Nick 
Joaquin, set at the turn of the 20th century, 
which touched on a cult of phallic worship by 
“tadtarins,” ancient sisters of the lukayos. 

Whose “Filipino values” and “good customs” 
were applied in the case of “Lukayos”? Because 
if we were to use history and legacy as a guide, 
the values of ancient pre-colonial Filipino soci- 
ety (still stubbornly embedded at the core of the 
Filipino soul) would surely trump so-called 
“contemporary” values, imposed on the rest of 
us by moralizing hypocrites who have appoint- 
ed themselves our moral guardians. 

OUR so-called moral betters have certainly 
been busy these days. They have also been om- 
nipresent on TV and generously quoted in the 
papers assailing the “lesson guides” prepared 
by the Department of Education for the use of 
public high school teachers in discussions cov- 


goes further with the accusation that the Presi- 
dent “directed or allowed” fraud in the 2004 elec- 
tions. It alleges vote tampering in Cebu, Pampan- 
ga, Iloilo, Bohol and the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao. It accuses her of impropriety 
in appointing Virgilio Garcillano and engaging in 
“unlawful correspondence” for the purpose of 
tampering with the vote. 

These new allegations reinforce the main 
thrust of the complaint, attacking the legitimacy 
of her presidency, In summary, the new complaint 
expands the range of fire, opening a wide field in 
which the complainants would have to prove 
their allegations. In this regard, the new com- 
plaint is less focused than the dismissed com- 
plaint and is stretched thinly over a wide area. 

‘This approach represents a strategy making 
the new impeachment an open-ended work in 
progress and poses problems for the com- 
plainants over which issue to focus on so that 
they can pin down the President. They have ap- 
plied the carpet-bombing formula, hoping that 
some of their bombs would score a direct hit. 

Itis not clear whether the main weapon of this 
initiative is the issue alleging election fraud, 
which involves the legitimacy of the Arroyo presi- 
dency. The two other broad issues, which are 
new, have nothing to do with legitimacy. 

The President's political foes have to choose 
their weapons and priorities. In this shotgun ap- 
proach, the strategy seems just to oust her on any 
issue and at all costs, just like the way the US Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation got Al Capone on tax 
evasion charges instead of more atrocious crimes. 

If the purpose is to trap the President in the 
dragnet of an omnibus impeachment complaint, 
then the claim that the aim of this new initiative 
is to establish the “truth” of election rigging alle- 
gations and put closure to the legitimacy issue, 
which is at the root of the political crisis, becomes 
hollow. On such a wide range of issues, it seems 
physically impossible to make a case in an im- 
peachment process. 


‘Lukayos’ and moralists 


ering reproductive health and human sexuality. 

‘The general objection of bishops and their lay 
acolytes is that the government, through the public 
high school system, has no business teaching young 
people about sex, because that’s the job of the par- 
ents. When adults other than parents talk about sex 
with young people, they claim, that’s a violation of 
parental rights, perhaps even child abuse. 

Take it from this parent of two post-adoles- 
cents. Parents make the worst sex ed teachers! 
Faithful readers know I've not been shy writing 
about sex or even talking about it on TY, but the 
times Ive initiated conversations on the “S” word 
with my two children, Ive sweated buckets and 
gone through enough convoluted pasakalyes to 
Confuse even the most logical mind. The parent- 
child relationship is fraught with emotional is- 
sues which are bound to crop up even when 
you're talking about their choice of clothes. What 
more if you're talking about sex and related issues 
like dating, kissing and going steady? 

Once when 1 wondered aloud why my kids 
weren't sharing their “relationship news” more regu- 
larly with me, my husband asked: “Did you ever tell 
Mama about your boyfriends?” “No way!” 1 replied. 
“Then why do you expect your children to be more 
open with you?” he asked. That's my husband for 
you—Mr Brutally Frank, but also Mr. Practicality. 
LET'S be honest here. We can't raise our chil- 
dren relying on illusions, with our heads in the 
clouds and romanticizing our relationships. If 
we find it uncomfortable to talk about sex, or if 
we ourselves have hang-ups about sexual is- 
sues, we better hope there are adults out there 
(teachers are my preference) who talk to our 
children about the facts and details without 
any of the emotional buzz—or moral judg- 
ments—clouding the issues. 

Our work as parents is to reinforce the infor- 
mation they receive with our own moral 
framework and our values. And we best teach 
these by how we, father and mother, relate to 
each other and to them. It depends on how 
comfortable we are with our own bodies, and 
how honest we are with our feelings. 
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quality ranked among the most polluted in the 
world, 

‘The Environmental Sustainability Index by the 
Yale Center for Environmental Law and Policy 
(see wwwesiyaleenvirocenteredu) ranks the 
Philippines 126th in a field of 146 countries, The 
components of the study included environmental 
systems, population pressure and threats to pub- 
lic health, as well as governance and institutional 
factors like investments in science and research. 
In 1998, when the ESI field was limited to 60 
countries, we ranked 58th. 

We often hear ourselves wondering: for a 
country so blessed with the bounties of the earth, 
with dive-spots judged among the finest in the 
world, with forests hosting species of endemic 
flora and fauna found nowhere else on earth, 
with the Visayas Sea now declared by the marine 

iologists as the richest in marine biodiversity on 
the planet, why has it come to this? 

‘Man's untrammeled greed,” stresses Gauden- 
cio Cardinal Rosales, known for his staunch anti- 
logging fight when he was bishop of Bukidnon, has 
brought us to this state of decay and destruction. 
We have failed to see ourselves as intricately part 
ofa web of life, environmental lawyer Tony Oposa 
reminds us. As ecologists bewail a “tragedy of the 
commons," they challenge us to take to task a sys- 
tem that has failed to incorporate ecology in the 
calculus of national development. The DENR's 
mandate, sadly, remains two-faced: the utilization 
of natural resources (now with an undersecretary 
of mining to boot) on one hand, and the regulation 
of such practices on the other. 

‘We forget that ours is still an ecology-depen- 
dent economy, Lory Tan of the World Wide Fund 
for Nature underscores. Forty million people are 
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directly tied to agriculture, to irrigation and wa- 
tersheds for rice and corn production. Thirty mil- 
lion rely on fisheries and coastal resources for 
sustenance and livelihood. The environment is 
the only social security system of our country’s 
vast numbers of poor, but it is the first casualty in 
the drive for so-called material progress. 

Notice how some sectors are salivating over 
the prospects of opening the bowels of our miner- 
al-rich islands following the restoration of the 
Mining Act, while using the oxymoron of “sus- 
tainable mining” even in the face of ecological 
disasters like Marcoppers Marinduque, 
Lafayerte's Rapu-Rapu, or Diwalwal in Min- 
danao. Or how long-dormant or canceled Timber 
License ‘Agreements in ecologically threatened 

ike Samar and Southern Mindanao are sur- 
reptitiously revived via official edicts. 

Yet, despite this dismal state of affairs—or per- 
haps because of it—we have one of the most com- 
mitted civil-society environmental movements in 
Asia. The work of passionate environmentalists in 
communities, with novel initiatives all over the 
country, serves to inspire and educate. 

‘Against a mixed backdrop of widespread despoli- 
ation and glimmers of hope and action, it behooves 
those of us in policymaking to revisit our priorities, 
move beyond lip-service and ensure that our laws 
have the corresponding teeth of enforcement and 
oversight. We need to proactively engage with busi- 
ness to ensure that it becomes integrally part of the 
larger search for solutions. While job creation and 
‘economic development preoccupy our national tra- 
Jectories, we cannot forge ahead at the expense of 
the very life-support systems—Keats' poeny of and, 
air and water that Providence has bestowed on this 
Jand—that alone will guarantee our country’s fit- 
ture and sustainability 


Nereus Acosta is a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and former chair of the committee on 
ecology. He was the principal author of the Clean 
Als, Clean Water and Solid Waste Management 
‘Acts, 


At] 
Leaving it behind 


*YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU." NO MATTER HOW 
wealthy we are, we will all eave the world as we entered 
penniless. 

So we try to console ourselves that at least we can leave 
the fruits of our labor to our children. But last Wednesday, I 
wrote about a trend toward “mega-philanthropy” where 
very rich American businessmen are leaving the bulk oftheir 
wealth to charity rather than to their children, and they're 
doing this even b- —————— 
fore they die. 

In particular, 
stock market in- 
vestor Warren Buf- 
fett has been making 
headlines with his | ‘ 
announcement that Michael L. Tan n 
over the next five : 
years, he'll be donating 85 percent of his wealth to five foun- 
dations, mainly the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
‘That's estimated to be worth some $37 billion. 

I thought I should write a bit more about what's going on, 
partly with the hope of convincing Filipinos, especially those 
‘who have done well in the United States, to think of philan- 


thropies as well. 
Eclipsing WHO 

First, let me describe the implications of Buffett's multi- 
billion-dollar donations. His donation to the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation could eventually increase that 
foundation's assets to $60 billion. That's greater than the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of most countries in the 
world, including the Philippines. It's also larger than the 
total official development assistance (ODA) of the Euro- 
pean Union 

Even before Buffett's donation, the American foundations’ 
financial clout has already been quite formidable. The Ford 
Foundation, which will now be the world’s second largest, 
has assets of $11.6 billion. Following closely is The Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, with assets running to $9.1 bil- 
lion. 

These American foundations have the power to determine 
the thrusts of health and education programs throughout the 
world. Its projected that the Gates’ foundation could give as 
much as $3 billion next year to various projects. That's dou- 
ble the total annual budget of the World Health Organiza- 
tion. 

Sure, there are fears that the health programs will cater to 
what the donors want, and that some governments might 
end up becoming too dependent on these US foundations. By 
and large though, I'm optimistic that these foundations 
funds can help to get public health moving forward more 
rapidly. 


Pinoy 
Kası 


Hard knocks 7 

Last Wednesday, I wrote about how this’ mega-philan- 
thropy actually continues a trend that grew out of American 
capitalism even in the 19th century. Early magnates, like An- 
drew Carnegie, believed that personal wealth should be 
shared and returned to the society that helped generate it in 
the first place. 

Much of the mega-philanthropy today isn’t coming from 
the old rich. Instead, i's coming from stock marker investors 
like Buffett, and from Silicon Valley computer entrepreneurs 
like Bill Gates. They didn't exactly move from rags to riches, 
but they did earn their money the hard way and chose to live 
fairly simply even after becoming so wealthy. Fortune maga- 
zine notes that Buffett still lives in a home he bought many 
years back for $30,000, eats hamburgers and quotes Mae 
West. 

Note that Hollywood celebrities, whose wealth can com- 
pare easily with some of the very wealthy business people, 
seem to be cut from a different cloth. With a few exceptions, 
they're not known to be particularly generous, beyond occa- 
sional guest appearances in charity concerts, for example. 
Perhaps it’s because the celebrities make their money quick- 
ly, and too easily, with many spending the money as quickly 
as they earnit. 

1ťs sad that Hollywood's celebrities become society's idols 
and role models, rather than the philanthropists who earn 
money in the school of hard knocks, and are only too willing 
to share their wealth. 

‘Bakya’ to ‘bakya’ 

Back in 1986, Fortune magazine interviewed Buffett for 
an article titled, “Should you leave it all to the children?” He 
summarized his views with wit: “... A very rich person 
should leave his kids enough to do anything but not enough 
todonothing.” 

He reiterates those views in a more recent Fortune inter- 
view: “When your kids have all the advantages anyway—in 
terms of how they grow up and the opportunities they have 
for education, including what they learn at home—I would 
say it’s neither right nor rational to be flooding them with 
money.” 

Ie’ also heartening to see the notion of fairness operating 
when Buffett describes “dynastic mega-wealth” or large in- 
heritances as going against the idea of a meritocracy. 

In all cultures, there are folk sayings warning about 
how children tend to waste the wealth of their frugal and 
hard-working ancestors. My favorite is an English 
proverb: “From clogs to clogs is only three generations.” 
Lolo and lola start out wearing bakya, work hard to make 
money, but the grandchildren squander it to end up in 
bakya as welll 

The Americans offer some models for us to rethink money. 
Many believe that one shouldn't wait till they die before giv- 
ing out some money to their children, and to charities, 

T know we have a very different situation in the Philip- 
pines, where many people will be happy not to leave this 
world atleast without any debts. Even the upper classes have 
well-founded anxieties about old age, given how savings can 
be wiped out by one illness. 

Bur l'd still argue that a strong family should discuss what 
“enough” means for a good life. There's only so much we 
need for ourselves and for our children. All too often, Asian 
parents cling to their money, which then leads to vicious in- 
heritance squabbles, sometimes even when the parents are 
in the deathbed. 

Parents who trust their children enough to help handle the 
family’s resources might find their money growing more effi- 
ciently—and equitably. People raised in a family that instills 
an appreciation of the virtues of filial piety, generosity and 
simple lifestyle will safeguard the family’s resources and care 
forthe elderly, even while sharing the resources through phi- 
lanthropy. 

‘To put mega-philanthropy in perspective, let me point out 
that last year, the 60 largest charitable donors in the United 
States gave $4.2 billion, only a small fraction of a staggering. 
$260 billion that Americans, many from the middle class, 
gave to charities. Guided by a new ethic on money and 
‘wealth, a few thousand caring Filipinos could easily gener- 
ate millions of pesos that can make a huge difference for our 
country's health and education. 

(Visit money.enn.conymagazines/fortune for more infor- 
mation on mega-philanchropy in the United States.) 


An ominous statement 


‘THE JUNE 20 EDITORIAL TITLED 
“Collateral damage” (PDI, 6/20/06) 
nade a very good analysis of the im- 
plications of Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez’s ominous “collateral dam- 
age” statement and of Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo’s “all-out war” declaration 
against insurgents. 

‘We in the Center for Trade Union 
ahd Human Rights (CTUHR) are 
deeply troubled by Gonzalez’s state- 
ment. It hinted of more killings to 
‘come. And the President's all-out war 
declaration could be used as a conve- 
nient excuse to justify the killing of 
more activists, dissenters and whoever 
criticizes her government's policies 
and calls for her ouster, 

Even before she issued the direc- 
tive, killings, abductions and forced 
disappearances were already a normal 
occurrence. The directive will not only 
“legalize” but also increase the inci: 
dence of human rights violations. 

For example, CTUHR documenta- 
tion shows that those who have been 
killed and are continuously being ha- 
rassed in Console Farm in Bulacan be- 
long to legitimate unions and orga 
zations. They are ordinary workers 
who only ask for fair wages, decent 
Jobs or a venue where they can air 
their concerns. 

But what is the government doing? 
Military troops, led by Maj. Gen. Jovi- 
to Palparan, are terrorizing communi- 
ties in San Ildefonso, Sta. Ines and 
Dofia Remedios Trinidad. Detach- 
ments have also been set up to moni- 
tor the movements of union organiz- 
ers, such as those belonging to the 


Workers Alliance in Region 3 and the 
Kilusang Manggagawa sa Bulacan. 

‘This year alone, CTUHR has already 
‘documented five victims of forced disap- 
pearances in Bulacan. Rogelio Concep- 
cion, the president of Solid Develop- 
ment Corp. Workers Association, was 
abducted on March 6 by suspected 
‘members of the 24th Infantry Battalion 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
On April 17, Metal Ore workers Virgilio 
Calilap, his wife, Bernabe Mendiola, and 
Oscar Leuterio were abducted by sus- 
pected members of the Séth IB in Doña 
Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan. The vic- 
tims are still missing as of this time. 

Gonzalez’s remark bodes ill for any 
peace efforts in this country. It is 
equivalent to saying “the worse is yet 
to come.” Apparently, Gonzalez is not 
satisfied with 687 activists killed dur- 
ing the Arroyo presidency. He does not 
care that as long as people are mired 
in poverty and victimized by social in- 
Justice, there will always be critics and 
insurgents. The P1-billion budget giv- 
en for the AFP's anti-insurgency oper- 
ations can go a long way if spent for 
the education and health care of poor 
Filipinos. 

Gonzalez should resign now for he 
is corrupting even the meaning of"jus- 
tice.” GMA should recall her all-out 
war declaration and stop the killings 
and human rights abuses immediate- 
y! 

—DAISY ARAGO, executive director, 

Center for Trade Union 

and Human Rights (CTUHR), 

Room 702, Culmat Bldg., 

127E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave, Quezon City 
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Irresponsible 
comments 


THE NEWS ITEM “EX-DEPED CHIER 
others charged” (PDI, 6/23/06) cited a 
1999 ad hoc committee report stating 
that the Fund Assistance for Private Ed- 
ucation (FAPE) had seriously overex- 
tended itself financially “due to the 
questionable financial dealings, particu- 
larly the unauthorized and unlawful re- 
lease of money amounting to 
P56,650,800 to the Arcelo couple, 
through an alleged dummy, the John 
Lacson Colleges Foundation, a school in 
Iloilo City” The news story shocked me. 

Tam not and have never been em- 
ployed by BAPE, hence, T could not 
have “authorized” anything. The alle- 
gation that I personally benefited was 
meant to discredit my integrity. I never 
received even a single centavo from 
the alleged PS6-million deal. 

The lloilo Maritime Academy, a 
stock corporation founded by my fa- 
ther, Capt. John B. Lacson, in 1948 is 
now the John B. Lacson Colleges 
Foundation, a non-stock, non-profit 
educational institution. I was instru- 
mental in converting the institution 
into a foundation in 1985. IF 1 were 
motivated by a desire to amass wealth, 
why would I, a major stockholder, con- 
vert the school into a foundation and 
donate pieces of the Lacson family’s 
property in Molo, Arevalo and Ba- 
colod to the foundation? 

The comments made by a Depart- 
ment of Education official were reck- 
less and irresponsible. The news item 
thus maligned not only my reputation 
but also the good image of John B. 
Lacson Colleges Foundation. 

‘Why would the DepEd want to 
harm an established, prestigious and 
multi-awarded educational institu- 
tion, when the facts have not yet been 
proven in cour? 

—MARY LOU L. ARCELO, 
chair, John B. Lacson 
Colleges Foundation, Hoilo City 


Bring your family closer, 
jether. This classy 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006 


Misgivings 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S DECISION 
to sign the law abolishing the death penalty 
leaves me with reasonable misgivings about 
her real motives. 

We all know that the Catholic Church is 
strongly against this form of punishment for 
obvious reasons. We know likewise that the 
Church is increasingly uneasy about Ms Ar- 
royo’s adamant refusal to bare the truth and 
her stubborn insistence that we leave the is- 
sue behind and blot it out of our minds. And 
we also know that in this country there are 
only three powers that Ms Arroyo fears: the 
military, the Catholic Church and the peo- 
ple. 

Ms Arroyo would resort to anything to 
keep the presidency, even lying as if it were 
the most normal thing to do. She has used 
God's name in her vain effort to appeal to 
the hearts of the pious and has dropped the 
name of the late Pope John Paul II as if the 
good pontiff had approved of her illegal 
reign. 

There are many other things that the 
Church cannot simply forget just because 
Ms Arroyo has done it a favor. It cannot tol- 
erate the unrestrained accumulation of 
wealth by the few, including members of her 
family, and the ever-growing disenfran- 
chisement of the many. 

There are no Lim Sengs or Leo 
Echegarays whose deaths did not diminish 
the incidence of heinous offenses. We may 
also never know how many more crimes 
were prevented by the threat of being exe- 
cuted. 

I guess Ms Arroyo is looking forward. She 
may be preparing for life after the Palace 
(granting that she leaves Malacafiang after 
2010) when she no longer has leverage over 
the military and when she may be charged 
for the same offense as Joseph Estrada, 

But if Ms Arroyo believes that she has 
buried the truth that reeks with the putrid 
odor of her sins, she is mistaken. As Shake- 
speate wrote: "The evil that men do lives af- 
ter them; the good is oft interred with their 
bones."—Ramon A. Mayuga, Germany 
(via e-mail) 
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sweet fruit borne of more than a decade of 
historical struggle for the promotion of hu- 
man rights in the Philippines. It gives the 
Philippines a well-deserved niche as one of 
Asia's leading human rights advocates, It 
marks a breakthrough in human rights leg. 
islation and makes the country more de- 
serving of its new role as a member of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council this 
year. 

The task of enforcing the spirit and char- 
acter of the law, however, goes beyond the 
ceremonial signing by the President of the 
law. The abolition of capital punishment ad- 
dresses the basic right to life and the dignity 
of the human person. It anchors the entire 
criminal justice process in the principle of 
rehabilitative and restorative justice. It di- 
reets society and the government toward a 
vision that makes the right to one's humani- 
tya universal reality 

Ina country that suffers from a culture of 
impunity and violence, where political 
killings are a daily fare, the enforcement of 
the law demands the collective will and di- 
rect action of the people themselves. In- 
formed citizens must reach every communi- 
tydown to the village level. 

The spirit of the law—which recognizes 
the humanity and dignity of every person, 
rich or poor, young or old, Christian, Muslim 
or lumad—must be taught in every home, 
school, church and village hall 

This is the only way to fight impunity 
and violence, a reality that has reached 
such proportions that itis no longer safe to 
be in one's home. This is the only way to 
fight the militarist mind-set chat appears to 
dominate state policy on peace and or. 
der—a policy that seems to be preoccupied 
with witch-hunts and Red baiting. This is 
the only way to restore democracy, justice 
and peace to a beleaguered society hungry 
for change—Rep. Etta Rosales (via e- 
mail) 
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PNP: Albano case solved in 3 days 


By Dj Yap blocked by three bonnet-clad gun- way involved in the murder. So far, he said, there was no.ba- 
= eae by of ike Bees pea tans that the gunmen sis to conclude that the murder 
rifles in y of Villa Estela ping watch on Albano was connected to the previous at- 

POLICE GAVE THEMSELVES THREE DAYS Poolside Barand Cafe atthe comer andonlytookthe opportunity tokiltempton Albano’ life jess 

within which to solve the murder of Ilagan, Isa- of Scout Santiago and Dr. Lazcano him when they saw him leave the 2004, when four heavily armed 

ini Streets, Barangay Laging Handa. house and followed him,"hesaid, men tried to Kil him in lagan. 
bela Mayor Delfinito Albano. sue Mipeaigui MDa Mias sad tapons Nien > aiken MA Dai 
Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan of information is the identity ofthe thenes Rebancos said Albano’scel- was supposed to meet must have the number of possible motives to 
Je, head of the Quezon City po- last person who called Albano on lular phone had been turned over been dosetohim, orsomeonehewas just three. 

lice, said the suspects left traces his mobile phone and asked tomeet to Globe Telecom in the hopes of familiar with, because he had not “We're investigating three 
. that were very useful in the inves- with him on the nighthe wasslain. tracking down the caller. bothered to change from his sleeping groups or individuals, each with 
Poor cooking tigation of the assassination, Relatives earlier said Albano The number indicated that the dothes and slippers, and had not their own motives. We have nice, 
Whichtookplacein Quezon City. had received a call fom an callerhad asoused acslulerphone, brought his bodyguards along. leads on these angles,” he said, 
i think we may be able to solve unidentified person who arranged but the number was not istedin Al- Radovan said he had met with but he declined to give specifics. 
seen cause this before the weekend he said, a meeting with him somewhere in bano’s phone book, Rebancos said. representatives of the Isabela po- With reports from Villamor 
5 but he declined to give more details. the Scout area at past 10 p.m. He added that it was also possi- lice to talk about possible motives Visaya and Melvin Gascon, PDI 

of Bicol ‘One potentially important piece But on the way, Albano was ble that the caller was not in any and angles behind themurder. Northern Luzon Bureau 


malnutrition [py eT = Soldiers seal 4-km 


LEGAZPI CITY—AN OFFICIAL | > y 3 i 
of the National Nutrition Council | "Sei B 1 d 
oree ar | oh ch ae 4 utusan danger zone 
the main cause of malnutrition in “ a. 4 we 
the region, saying the problem aft 7 JUBAN, SORSOGON—SOLDIERS lines of disaster preparedness. 
lies more in how housewives pre- | $y. i f s Sealed a 4-km dangerzonearound Juban Mayor Tess Guab-Fraga- 
pare food for the family. 4 i Bulusan Volcano on orders of a ta assured residents that the mu- 
“Bicol is not that poor. We 3 É disaster coordinating office to nicipal disaster coordinating 
have abundance of food supply, i ` make sure no one strays into des- council knew what to do in case 
like rice and root crops. But ignated off-limits area. ofa major eruption. 
there is something wrong with Lt. Col. Benigno Antonio, com- She said plans to relocate the 
how mothers cook and how the manding officer of the 2nd Infanuy residents are also prepared. 
family menu is planned,” Joseli- ; Battalion, said soldiers went house- Mayor Edwin Hamor of Casi- 
ta Armea, NNC Bicol regional to-house to make surenoonestrays guran town said his disaster coor- 
director, said during Wednes. } a into the danger zone, that was de- dinating council was to finalize a 
day's review and evaluation of $ | cared no-man's land by the provin- relocation plan for residents. 
the implementation of the Fei 7 : cial disaster coordinating council. Residents of Sitio Urok, Baran- 
Bright Child Project (BCP) of H ‘Antonio said hismen would set gay Inlagadian need to be relocat- 
the government, SA | up checkpoints to prevent people ed as they were within the 4- 
‘Armea said that under the BCR : from straying. into the danger permanent danger zone, he said. 
they have been teaching mothers zone and returning to their Capii also said residents of 
how to prepare the right kind of homes there. Barangay Mapaso in Irosin town al- 
food for the family. Reservists were also called to help so needed to be relocated but May- 
‘The BCP was given life by Ex- keep people offthedangerzone. or Lilia Gonzales said the residents 
ecutive Order 286, an act pro- But residents from two villages won't leave because they felt they 
mulgating a comprehensive i T near the volcano but outside the were not in any immediate dang. 
policy and a national system for x i q X 3 danger zone were allowed to re- Gonzales said some residentsof a 
early childhood care and devel- | $£ eae pu į | tur to their homes after volca- village in her town were still in eyäc- 
opment, which President Maca- | Pr~ Spee = nologists ruled that it was safe for uation centers because of the thr&at 
pagal-Arroyo signed on Feb. 23, | z them to doso. oflahar in their communities. | $» 
i2004. p i A <-— | _ Amel Capili, Office of Civil De- Bulusan continues to betestive 
Ms Arroyo also .allocated PS; s G % “= 7n] fAensé regional director, said the and volcanologists maintained}n 
million jn seed money fona cam- } # = g = Feith of the villagers was agreed Alert Level 2 following an eajth 
“paign promoting the BGP.andal- q age p upon hà meeting with disaster quake and an explosion inthe ast 
30 for the initial implementation 4 a «i | coordinating officials, the 24hours. = 
ofits programs. iese. e 4 | Phivolcs and residents. Phivolcs said the volcano žid 
The implementation of this -s Ł å 2 Village coordinating councils, not emit ash during the explo- 
program was prioritized in areas | SCENESTEALER he said, were asked to prepare for sion. There were also no reports 
tagged nutritionally depressed. | Children on their way to school in Candon City, llocos Sur stop to watch adog perform tricksin the | evacuation in case of a major oflahar flows, according to vojoa- 
Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern | city's plaza. Some residents of places north of Luzon are known to eat dog meat. eruption of Bulusan. These coun- nologists. Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI 
Luzon Bureau cils, he said, should be in the front Southern Luzon Bureau 
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ROUNDUP 11 towns under calamity state as bugs spread 
Escapee shot, killed p 
BOLINAO, Pangasinan —Police shot and killed an inmate of the provin- VIRAC, CATANDUANES—THE based on a report from the mu- percent calamity fund, according The fungus is commerci 
cial al in Lingayen town, hours after he escaped from his guards here Sangguniang Panlalawigan Mon- nicipal agricultural offices of the to board member Rafael Zuniega available for P1,000 per kilo- 
on Friday. Reports said Arnold Arbafia, 22, who was charged with rob- day declared six of the 11 towns 11 towns. who presided over the session. gram, which would be costlyefor 
bery and car theft, was accompanied by two guards toa court hearing in of the province as calamity areas The bulk of the infested rice’ ` As proposed by provincial agri- local farmers. EJ 
this town on Friday but he escaped after eating lunch in an eatery. Ar- due to the “very alarming” spread fields are in the towns of Viga, Ba- culturist Herbert Evangelista, The balance of the allocatfon 
baña reportedly asked his guards to remove his handcuffs sohe can eat. _ of the rice black bug (RBB) infes- to, Virac, Panganiban, Baras and P600,000 willbe used forthepro- will be used for the fabrication 
The guards obliged but Arbafia ran. Reports said the guards did not tation. Gigmoto where the harvests of duction of metharrizhium, the of light traps for catching adult 
shoot Arbafia as there were many people in the area at that time. A police The provincial board stopped 780 farmers inS9barangayshave green muscardine fungus which bugs at night, procurementsbf 
team found Arbafia in thelr house in Barangay Mal-ong in Andatown at6 short of declaring the entire is- suffered up to an estimated 80- attacks adult and nymph bugs. water pumps to flood be 
B 


p.m. that day. Arbafia, however, refused to surrender and tried to escape, Jand in a state of calamity asrec- percent losses in expected rice Each hectare of infested rice near open water to kill 
forcing policemen to shoot him. 


ommended by the Provincial Dis- yields. field would need from 5 to 10 ki- eggs, and the mobilization oa 
Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


aster Coordinating Council in its Talay said his office had fore- los of the fungus, which A pro- quick reaction and surveillañce 

jį meeting last week. cast the infestation to reach as duced at the Department of Agri- team. = 
Firecracker factory burns Willy Talay, of the Provincial much as 3,000 hectares at the, culture's Regional Crop Prote- The bugs, blown to ihe 
BOCAUE, Bulacan—A shanty doubling as factory and warehouse of fire- Agricultural Services Office, told height of the new cropping sea- tion Center in Albay province. province from Sorsogon by the 
cracker and pyrotechnic products In Barangay Bundukan here burned after = tha board members that since the son. Although the Lagus is die winds of typhoon “Caloy. jist 
the products exploded on Saturday. No one was hurt but atleasttwonearby PDCC meeting last June 21, the The declaration of the state of tributed for free by the RCPC, May, suck the sap of rice plants, 
Meritt seer ite a ee Firs Officer Valeriano Dizon dr. extent of RBB infestation nearly calamity in the six owns willen- production is limited due to lack causing the rice stalks to wilt Sad 
sal, Dizon sald newly made products -fve star, kwitis (skyrocket), Ro- doubled from 242.97 hectares to able the provincial government of funds for the purchase of corm, eventually die. Fernan Giang, 
man cande fona aame Saa eae ahan assoula naveg 4725 hectares as of June 26, to release Pl-million from the S- whichisusedasagrowingagent. PDI Southern Luson Bureau X 
gered the explosion, he sald. 


Carmela Reyes, PDI Centrai Luzon Desk 


Cops in robberies 
TUGUEGARAO CITY—The police have formed a special task force to inves- 
tigate the spate of robberies In three cities in Cagayan Valley last week. Chief 
‘Supt. Jefferson Soriano, regional police director, sald the team would un- 
cover the ably of some policemen and thelr cohorts In the crimes. Sori- 
‘ano has ordered the police chiefs of Santiago City and Cauayan City In isa- 
bela and Tuguegarao City in Cagayan to coordinate their investigation and 
solve the cases. The robbers took away a least P2 milion from thelr victims 
in separate helsts last week. Soriano said witnesses identified at least two 
policemen as behind thehests 

Vitamor Visaya Je, PO! Northern Luzon Bureau 


Cop chief sacked over gambling 
BUTUAN CITY—A town police chief In Agusan del Norte was relieved fol- aus 
lowing a raid on Monday by an antigambling task force on a known gam- Strictly from 


bling den near a police outpost in Cabadbaran town. Chief Supt Geary E TIME! 
ee ee epee atari tar ||| CUOI DONT VOU DARE TO MESA CHANCE CRA EETA July Z- 16 106 | aiscmanenene, 


mo Duarte, chiet ot the Cabadbaran police, because he failed to put a stop to 
rampant operation of suertres, an legal numbers game in his town. On 
Monday, members of the elite regional anti-lllegai gambling task force 
swooped down on aknown gambling den, near Dvarte's outpost. Barias 
sald at least nine people, inciuding the supposed financier, identified as Í 
Donna Azote, were arrested In the raid. 
Franklin M. Callguld, PD! Mindanao Bureau 
US ship transports aid ex) 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A ship leased by the US Navy from Superferry / atd i oe aiat 
docked at the Makar port here Tuesday morning to distribute books. Two Vist our Showrdorhs! Choose from our distinct collections of Asian, Modern, 


truckloads of books were given away by the humanitarian mission before 

salling off to another destination. The ship, the high-speed vessel-1 Joint POST ~ Country and Classical sets of furnitures, eke 

Venture, stayed at the Makar Port for only about four hours. Members of the & £034 Main Showroom Eostwood Showroom The Red Room 

media here, Including some employees of the city government, were al- LINTEL ron’ of People power Monument Home è Lestyie CentecEaxtwood Cly ih leve! Shangro-la Plaza Mol! 

lowed to take a brief tour of the ship shortly befor its departure. a L No.: 721-2828 T Tel. No, 636-3303 
Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau ~ Tel No 687-7443 EIR 2 
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is 

inspects the controversial 

ve of marble mining near the Biak-na-Bato 

in Bulacan, He earlier said the marble being 
minec the site was of excellent quality that 
was in demand abroad. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


Bulacan 
mining 
firm loses 
license 


CITY OF MALOLOS—ENVIRONMENT SEC- 
retary Angelo Reyes has cancelled the mining 
lease contract of a mining firm operating in 
Doña Remedios Trinidad (DRT) town after it 
was found to have illegally cut trees. 

Angel Bravo, director of the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau (MGB) in Central Luzon, said 
the Matatag Mining Corp. (MMC) was ordered 
by Reyes to pay more than P2.5 million in for- 
est charges for cutting trees and damaging the 
-hectare quarry site of Oro Development 
Corp. (Odeco) in Barangay Camachin in DRT. 

Odeco was earlier allowed to operate in 
Barangay Camachin under a mines operating 
agreement with MMC. 

But Reyes ordered the cancellation of the MOA 
after residents complained that the MMC had 
been cutting down tres and poaching timber. 

Bravo said the trees were cut by MMC dur- 
ing its mining operations within the Odeco 
mining site in Camachin last year. 

This was confirmed by environment offi- 
cers assigned to the area, he said. 

Reyes also lifted the suspension of the min- 
ing lease contract of Odeco but asked the firm 
to rehabilitate the areas damaged by the 
MMC mining operations. 

“The campaign to protect the environment has 
become deadly for some officals of the DENR. 

In Cotabato City, unidentified men waylaid 
the service vehicle of Maguindanao environ- 
ment officer Kahal Kedtag late Wednesday, 
police said yesterday. 

Kedtag remains in critical condition at a hos- 
pital here following the attack that occurred in 
front of the Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem, (GSIS) building outside the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) complex. 

Senior Insp. Samson Obatay, city police 
spokesperson, said Kedtag’s relative, Abdu- 
latip Kedtag, who was driving the official's 
Honda CRY, died in the ambush. 

Obatay said aside from the environment of- 
ficial, two civilians—9-year-old Mariel Catan- 
gay, and Dexter Cahayag, 18—were also in- 
jured in the attack. 

“Kedtag was the main target of the gunmen. 
We believe they were guns for hire,” he said. 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk and Ed- 
win Fernandez and Charlie Sefiase with a re- 
port from Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Fear of cultists keeps 
kids away from schools 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—ATTENDANCE IN SOME 
schools in northern Negros Occidental has 
dropped in the wake of reports that unkempt 
men believed to be members of a cult are out 
to abduct and kill young children. 

Many parents opted to keep their children 
away from school, particularly after a 6-year- 
old boy was abducted on June 12. The boy was 
Jater found dead with mutilated private parts. 

Mayor Evelio Valencia Jt. of Toboso town 
yesterday said steps are now being taken to 
stop the decline in school attendance in some 
Toboso barangays triggered by fear of the 
presence of long-haired bearded men, one of 
whom has been arrested for the killing of 6- 
year-old Jessie Tabotabo. 

Fears of the suspected cult members re- 
ported to be wearing blue shirts appear to 
have spread to neighboring Escalante City 
and Calatrava town, too. 

“Two suspected members of the cult—Ger- 
ald Prado, 40, of Cabuyao, Laguna, and 
Roberto Engganay, 50—were arrested in To- 
boso during the weekend. 

Prado is the suspect in the murder of Tabo- 
tabo, who was reported missing on June 12, 
and whose mutilated body was found floating 
in a river in Sitio Curba Hagnaya, Barangay 


Valencia said reports of the presence of the 
alleged cult members in his town about two 
weeks ago have caused a drop in student popu- 
lation in schools in barangays San Isidro and 
San Jose, Parents of schoolchildren in 
barangays Tabun-ac, San Jose and Salamanca 
have also taken to accompanying their children 
to school for fear that they would be abducted. 

“We do not know where they (the men) 
came from," he said, 
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= Pee to - KINKS IN MANILA: After explaining his fil lasad Oa kE aa RA ne 
KUDOS IN MADRID: Manuel Marin, speaker of Spain's Congreso de los Diputados in Madrid, expresses Kapihan sa Senado on Thursday, former Vice President Teofisto Guingona warns of “civil disobedience” if 
his delight to President Arroyo on her abolition of the death penalty. muacwancmoro the complaint is dismissed. ALBERT CAVELOSENATE 


CBCP backs bishop who filed impeach case vs GMA 


From page Al ‘ EE Sool take part in politics,” the University of the Philippines, . 
stitution, such as the Ombuds- said Ermita in a radio interview. . se . Polytechnic University of the 
R S E Vidal joins One Voice Palomas, Ateneo de Man 
Rights, the Anaona aa Morality in politics University, University of the East, 
songress itself as well as other But Iñiguez and his fellow Ps a a St. Paul University, Eulos 
citizens’ groups.” prelates have maintained that | ONEVOICE,AMULTISECTORAL | Other religious leaders who The group's five-point agenda | “Amang” Rodrigues, Institute A 
Quitorio noted that IRiguez’s their engagement was driven pri- | coalition opposed to administra- have signed up with One Voice calls for the discontinuation ofthe | science and Technology and 
move on Wednesday was done in marily by the morality issue in | ‘on moves to amend the Consti- against the people's initiative present “people's initiative” a 5o- | pua Inscture of Techne i 
his capacity as bishop of the Dio- politics. tution and adopt the parlamen- being pushed by many local of- cial reform program now; elec- 
cese of Caloocan and asa mem- In the January pastoral state- | 'Ysystem, announced that Cebu ficials and the group Sigaw ng tions in 2007 as scheduled, as an 
ber ofthe Kilusang Makabansang ment, the CBCP drew inspiration | Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal Vi- Bayan include Novaliches Bish- indirect referendum on the cur- 
Ekonomiya, a multisectoral from St. Augustine's observation | dalhadjoinedthemovement. op Antonio Tobias and Cainta rent administration; a constitu- 
group demanding a shifttoa na- that “a State which is not gov- Former Commission on Elec- Catholic College president Ms- tional convention after next year’s 
tionalist economic policy. emed according to justice would | tons Chair Christian Monsod, gr Arnel Legarejos. elections, if necessary, and a col- 
K . Defic aah OF aan convenor of One Voice, said Vi PDI founder in One Ve lective effort to rebuild the trust- 
No negative reaction Yesterday, university student | dal had signed up for the “non- PDI founder in One Voice worthiness of democratic institu- 
“We respect his decision,” he councils under the Youth De- | Partisan” movement which is | Monsod said four trustees of tions. 
said, noting thar there had been manding Arroyo's Removal | Seeking social reforms, the the Foundation for Worldwide “We appeal to the proponents 
ho negative reaction from other (Youth DARE) coalition fled in | Holding ofa constitutional con- People Power had also signed up. of the people's initiative, espe- 
CBCP members. the House of Representatives the | vention if needed and the re- They were inoumen founderEuge- cially the President, to please 
Quitorio said Miguez did not same impeachment complaint | building of Filipinos’ trust in nia D. Apostol, former Energy rethink this move. Not only is it 
have to seek permission from the that had been lodged by different | democratic institutions. Gaay O E 
CBCP hierarchy since hismovewas groups in the citizen-led opposi- “The very encouraging re- de Jesus and Panfllo Domingo. ple's initiative but in the context 
apparently "personal decision.” tion in the past three days ina | SPOnse from individual Fil- _ “One Voice's position (is) that of our current political culture 
Tinder the Catholic Church move to avoid dismissal of the | pinos and organizations there isa need for unity around and structure, the kind of par- 
structure, dioceses are consid- charges against the President on | Gemonstrate that people are peaceful and constitutional pro- liamentary system being pro- | ident is the first step to ensure the 
ered independent. Parrote looking for a better way to ad- cesses that would strengthen, posed will tend to worsen the | Country's and the youth's Future” 
House Majority Leader Pros- Rep. Ruy Elias Lopez of Davao | dress the politcal impasse so rather than endanger, the coun: concentration of political power 
pero Nograles has criticized City endorsed the Youth DARE | that the country can move on,” ty’s democratic, institutions,” in the country,” One Voice said | ‘Marketing strategy’ 


Thiguez, accusing him of engag- complaint, a requirement to | Monsodsaidinastatement.  Monsod said. 13TA “OTS in its position paper. But administration lawmakers 


Also joining as complaining 
were the National Union of Su 
dents of the Philippines, ASA 
Editors Guild of the Philippines? 
Anakbayan, League of Filipino 
Students and Student Christian 
Movement of the Philippines. 

“As future leaders and respon- 
sible citizens of this nation, it is 
every young Filipino’s moral obli- 
gation to set the bar for public 
servants and strive for a better 
Philippines for the generations to 
come,” said Youth DARE 
spokesperson Raymond Palatino. 

Palatino said getting rid ofa cor- 
rupt, despotic and illegitimate Pres- 


ing in a partisan political activity bring it to the House agenda. P REE PRE criticized the opposition initiative. 


in violation of the principleofthe The Constitution allows only Rep. Exequiel Javier of Antique 
separation of Church and State. one impeachment case a year. Last stitution for allegedly rigging the Speaking at a Senate press fo- Reacting to Guingona’s state- said the move was nothing more 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- year, an opposition move to unseat 2004 election, graft and corrup- rum, Guingona, who filed acom- ment, Presidential Chief of Staff than a “marketing strategy for 
mita yesterday said he was eagerto Ms Arroyo wasthrownoutafteran tion, engaging in political killings plaint on Tuesday, stressed that Michael Defensor said: “My chal- ukay-ukay or recycled charges 
find out if the encyclical that Pope administration-endorsed suit was and muzzling dissenters. the people were banking on the lenge to them is if no one joins against the President.” 
Benedict XVI gave to Ms Arroyo lodged first. That initial case 8... 4 peaceful, constitutional impeach- them in their civil disobedience Javier said that “the serial filing 
during her call on the Pontiff on brought by lawyer Oliver Lozano, Civil disobedience ment process “to resolve pending campaign, then they should puta of a single complaint but with dif- 
Monday frowned on priestsengag- regarded as a Palace straw man, Former Vice President Teofisto issues that plague the nation.” stop to their antics.” ferent complainants and endorsers 
ingin politics. The Presidentisona was subsequently killed for lacking Guingona Jr. yesterday wamed of Disobedience could take the 3 a isa sure way for the opposition and 
seven-day European visit. form and substance. civil disobedience and disturbances form of nonpayment of taxes, boy- Yesterday's complainants minority to losetheir case.” With 
“Lers wait because we have an The anti-Arroyo forces are ac- if the fresh complaint to impeach cott of classes by students and Signing the Youth DARE com- reports from Michael Lim Ubac, 
inkling that the Holy Father had cusing the 59-year-old President the President was “unduly blocked” work slowdowns or stoppages by plaint were student council and Christine O. Avendaño, TJ Bur- 
said that those in the Church of culpable violation of the Con- or dismissed on a technicality. government employees, he said. campus publication officers from gonio and Jocelyn R. Uy 


Pacquiao: Please come to my fight 


From page Al Next came the hyperactive home fans, tarried and reported ing bantamweight champion in a “Las Vegas-besed trader Vie Calderon, Barrera whom Pacquiao will be 
between MP (Manny Pacquiao) Pro- drive to sell Larios, who had lost late for training at the Wild Card sparring session. now vacationing in Manila. fighting on Sunday. 
motions and ABS-CBN Broadcasting his last fight, as an awesome Boxing Clubofhis famous trainer, Naturally, the “Mano a Mano” Rolando Hiso, a former nation- Hold it. Yesterday morning, 
Corp,, will not come free. threatto Pacquiao's dominance of Freddie Roach, in Hollywood. ` between Pacquiao, the people's al cyclist, flew all the way from promoters announced a bargain. 
In fact, when choice ringside the world 130-Ib boxing king- That ploy, it would be bruited champ, and the intruding recy- Chicago with a Filipino fan of They offered a buy-3-take-1 
tickets were initially pegged at dom. about, was meant to provide Lar- cled Mexican former world Pacquiao's. Hiso has been provid- scheme for the fight on Sunday. 
P50,000 each, Pacquiao himself  Forstarters,Lariosandhishan- ios an apt handicap, a partida, champ, became the talk of the ed a lower box ticket by one Inside feed from Ticketnet, of- 
winced. diers, headed by former sports against Pacquiao. town. Fans of the Pacman started sports official, but his companion. ficial ticket outlet for Mano a 
‘To assuage the stunned public, journalist Rafael Mendoza, to be sufficiently worried about has been having second thoughts Mano, bared that there was a 
ABS-CBN announced it was giving bragged that their fighter wasa Talk of the town the chances of their idol. about paying his way in come slow, lean demand for the ducats. 
‘away some P5 million worth ofgen. lot better than Marco Antonio Meanwhile, Pacquiaofanshere There came buzzing demands Sunday. ‘The fight will be beamed live to 
eral admission tickets. Barrera and Erik Morales, two at home are regularly fed sensa- for tickets, but mostof the clamor ee cable subscribers in the United 
‘The prices for ringside, lower Aztec monuments to boxing tional details from the Larios was for free entrance, if not for 'I can hardly wait’ States, Mexico, Australia, Europe 
box and upper box tickets were whom Pacquiao had conquered. training camp, capped by that much lower prices ofadmission. There were claims the stifftick- and Saudi Arabia, but there will be 
also reduced to P30,000, P20,000 Pacquiao, obviously aware of one about the Mexican breaking “Wil it be a good fight? I might et prices would've been justified a one-hour delay in the television 
P10,000,P7,500and P2,500. his stature of invincibility among the ribs of a Japanese world box- justend upwasting my money” said if it were the likes of Morales or feed to Filipino homes here. 


5 bruises ‘consistent’ with rape, says doctor 


Frompage Al Ursua asked Ortiz about the col- dom was used or that no ejacula- After Ortiz, prosecutors called Japan. The US Embassy, which I think we don't have to do that.” 
comrades cheered him on. or of the bruises to establish tion insidethe vagina took place. in a leading forensic patholo- has custody of the men under a Natividad's words, the SBMA chief 
Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith had whether these were inflicted 24to On cross-examination, howev- gist—Dr. Rachel Fortun of the treaty with the Philippine govern- said, “were enough for me.” 
admitted prior to the trial that he 48 hours before the examination. er, Ortiz conceded that the contu- University of the Philippines Col- ment, hasn't released their ages A 
had sex with the woman, but The skin markings may have sionson Nicole'sarmsandlegmay lege of Medicine—as their next or hometowns. He got suspects’ names 
claimed it was consensual. His been caused by a bump, a blow also have had nothing to do with _ witness. a For one, it was Natividad who 
coaccused in the case are Lance using a blunt object, or a very the alleged sexual assault itself. a Demand rejected got the names of the six original 
Cpl. Keith Silkwood, Lance Cpl. hard grip (“application of digital This was after defense lawyer Expert witness Outside the courtroom, SBMA suspects. He confirmed having 
Dominic Duplantis and Staff Sgt pressure”), Ortiz said. Jose Justiniano recalled that The US- and Japantrained Chair Feliciano Salonga on done that when prosecutors han- 
Chad Carpentier ‘As to the genital examination, three previous prosecution wit- Fortun, whose expertise had been Wednesday rejected the demand dling the preliminary investiga- 
“It is consistent,” Ortiz replied, Ortiz reported there were “contu- nesses had testified seeing Nicole sought in other high-profile crim- of the women's group Gabriela to tion tried to find out how the 
when asked by private prosecutor sions on both sides of the labia “struggling” when she was being inal cases and national disasters, investigate an SBMA official who names of Lance Cpl. Corey Burris 
Evalyn Ursua if his findings, partic- minora” which may have been made to board a police car. ‘was presented as an expert wit- allegedly told Nicole to accept and Cpl. Albert Lara mistakenly 
ularly onthe genital area, bed with caused by the “forcible entry of a Justiniano was referring to the ness. money rather than sue the four made it to the list of suspects. 
the rape allegation. blunt object,” such as “a vibrator, accounts given by two patrolmen Due to lack of time, however, Marines. Charges were subsequently, 
On direct examination, the penis ora beer bottle.” ofthe Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- Ursua only managed to detail Lana Linaban, Gabriela deputy dropped against Burris and Lara, 
doctor and criminology professor Such injuries occurinawoman thority (SBMA) and businessman Fortun's resumé when the latter secretary general, said her group Natividad on Wednesday de- 
said he was the medico-legal offi- who may have been penetrated Joseph Khonghun, the first per- took the stand at yesterdays would call on other government clined to comment on the probe 
cer who performed tests on “with the thighs closed” or who sons whom Nicole encountered hearing. Fortun is expected to agencies to investigate the sup- sought by Gabriela. 
Nicole at around 9 a.m.ofNov.3. may not have achieved vaginal after being bodily carried out of start her actual testimony today. posed attempt by Ben Natividad The government “must be 
k 7 5 lubrication due to “inadequate the van by the accused. ‘The rape charge is punishable to buy Nicole's cooperation. bothered by this claim as this was 
‘With thighs closed response to sexual stimuli. ‘Another legal counsel, Francis- by up to 40 years in prison. The Anna Liza Franco, Nicole's sis- an artempt to whitewash the 
Using a PowerPoint illustration a co Rodrigo, cited passages from a four American Marines have re- ter, gave that information to the case,” Linaban said, 
of a female body, Ortiz said he Cross-examination lega! manual and made Ortiz fused to answer the charge, and Makati court on Monday. Nativi- "Something should be done if 
found two “grayish to black” con- The doctor also said a previous agree that vaginal injuries could the judge entered a plea of not dad, a former senior executive as- any government official is founds 
tusions on the upper portion of test conducted by another doctor also occur not just because of the guilty for them. sistant of Salonga, has denied to be involved in the settlements sà 
the complainant's left arm, one on Nicole noted the absence of “brutality of the male” but also ‘The four accused were part of making such a move. attempts.” With a report front 
just below the right wrist and two spermatozoa. But Ortizexplained because of the “female's active in- the 31st Marine Expeditionary Sought for reaction to Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luz: 
on the right leg, that this could mean that a con- volvement" in the intercourse. Force stationed in Okinawa, Gabriela's demand, Salonga said: zon Desk 
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ne-woman advocacy of the silent world of kidney patients. 


Doctor brightens bleak ... 


From page Al 
transplant patient refused to take her antire- 


jection drugs. She died not long after, never 


knowing if her husband would also run away 
with his lover. 

Kidney problems, not necessarily matters 
of the heart, are getting in the way of a happy 
life for a number of Filipinos. 

Many of these sad stories are kept from the 
public for fear that they would further alien- 
ate kidney patients from society. And it's in 
this environment of relative secrecy that peo- 
ple like Dr. Cristabel Torres-Sy are providing 
an extra lift. 

Herself a transplant patient, the 48-year-old 
physician is on a one-woman advocacy promot- 
ing public awareness of the silent, often tor- 
mented, world of kidney patients. 

“Much still needs to be done to help pa- 
tients get back on their feet,” she told the In- 
‘quinn in an interview on the occasion of Na- 
tional Kidney Month. 

“They need all the support they can get 
from their families and friends so they can 
easily get back to society.” 

‘Sy doesn't belong to any advocacy group or 
medical organization devoted to an aggres- 
sive campaign. 


Making a difference 

But she's been quietly making a difference 
just the same since a new kidney donated by 
her younger brother gave her a new lease on 
life in 1999. 

A dermatologist, she’s practically convert- 
ed her clinics at the National Kidney and 
‘Transplant Institute (NKTI) and Capitol Medi- 
cal Center into session rooms where patients 
can get advice on kidney problems. 

Her informal sessions usually extend to 
homes, supermarkets and shopping malls, or 
any place where she bumps into people with 
kidney problems. 

‘Once, word about the soft-spoken Sy 
reached a Filipino based in Canada. On the 
eve of his kidney transplant, the man phoned 
her, asking what he should do and expect af- 
ter the operation. 
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Sy still has no idea how the man came to 
know about her. To be sure, she said, he 
sounded calm and reassured after their con- 
versation. 


Eye for patients in distress 

Sy's 26-year battle with polycystic kidney 
disease, an ailment she inherited, has devel- 
oped in her an eye for patients in distress and 
a propensity to help ensure their well-being. 

One time, a man walked into her clinic com- 
plaining of an unusual dryness and itchiness on 
his skin. Sy noticed that he was also pale so she 
asked him to see a kidney specialist. 

True enough, the man’s creatinine level 
was off. 

Sy said this patient's case illustrated the need 
to make the public more deeply aware of the ex- 
ternal manifestations of kidney problems. 

“People have to be conscious of their kid- 
ney’ condition, especially if their family has a 
history of diabetes, hypertension or kidney 
ailments,” she said. 

Getting her patients’ attention, though, isjust 
the first step in her personal information drive. 
Far more complicated are issues of money, atti- 
tude, denial and rejection, she said. 

Tes no secret that a failed kidney often spells 
doom to not a few patients, especially indigents. 


Growing kidney cases 

At the NKTI in Quezon City, between 180 
and 200 patients are on the waiting list for 
kidney transplantation, according to Dr. Rey- 
naldo Lesaca, head of the hospital's Disease 
Organ Donor Program, . 

Every year, 8,000 to 9,000 new kidney cas- 
esare recorded but only 300 to 400 transplan- 
tations are done nationwide, according to 
Lesaca. 

‘A primary reason is cost—between P1 mil- 
lion and P1.5 million. Even a charity case is 
pegged at around P500,000, he said. 

A new kidney also is not something that 
you just pick up from a pharmacy, even with 
the growing underground industry of people 
selling their organs to the highest bidder. 

That's why it is preferred that patients get 
donors from among family or friends, or de- 
ceased persons who had expressed willing- 
ness to donate their kidney after they die. 


Haunted by questions 

Besides the issue of money, patients are al- 
so haunted by questions like: Will I be normal 
after an operation? Will my family and friends 
accept me afterward? Will I get my job back? 
Do! need transplantation in the first place? 

Sy has heard these questions emotionally raised 
by patiens, rich and poor Her replies are based on 
the wealth of experience she's had with her own 
battle—and triumph—over her kidney illness. 

She was just two years out of the University 
of Santo Tomas medical school when she lost 
akidney in 1984. 

Her condition kept her from her specialty 
of choice, Ob-Gyn, and led her to the rel 
ly “benign” practice of dermatology. In the 
meantime, she had to watch her diet, her 
blood pressure and possible diabetes. 

“I was told that I would later need a trans- 
plant but I was in denial, I was a doctor and 1 
felt 1 was strong,” she recalled, 

The prediction didn't come true until 15 
years later. By that time, Sy was at the peak of 
her medical career, maintaining a number of 

inics in Quezon City and Manila. 


Toughest struggle 

These she had to give up to confront what 
was the toughest phase of her struggle against 
her defective kidneys. A logical donor was her 
younger brother, but it took time to convince 
him, 

“Tunderstood him,” she said. "its not easy for 
someone to lose a kidney when you're perfectly 
healthy. But when he saw me undergoing dialy- 
sis thrice weekly, he eventually acceded.” 

The following year, Sy suffered a stroke 
and thought it was the end of a relatively suc- 
cessful run. Immobilized on both sides of the 
body, she watched as loved ones did their part 
for her healing. 

Relatives and friends from way back 
showed up at Sy's doorstep, others sent notes, 
prayers and medallions. Her husband worked 
doubly hard at the business, but never made 
her feel abandoned, she recalled. 

‘And with sheer strength of wil, Sy responded 
to rehab and began walking with a cane in time 
for her 43rd birthday in October 2000. 

“Never give up, never give up” has been the 
mantra of her struggle. This is the message of 
hope she vows to tirelessly communicate tọ 
every kidney patient she meets, 


x 
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UP alumni want to make RP clean, ‘like Switzerland’ 


By Blanche S. Rivera Dr. Metodio Palaypay, a retired generated by the university. With Annie Guerrero, founder ofthe “We strongly urge the UP Alum- ifthe [regents] approve a resolution 
i professor and garbologist assisting 200,000 residents, faculty, em- Cravings Group and a member of ni Association to engage faculty, institutionalizing eco-waste man- 
Ir SOUNDS IMPROBABLE—AM- the UPAA,said:“Ourmainaimisto ployees and students, UP Dili- the UPAA board, has sponsored staff, administration and students agement," Palaypay said. 

“Ditious at the very least—but Uni- show that the Philippines can be- man—the largest UP cam- one MRF at the College of Home _inactivitiessuch as energyandwa- Palaypay has also given a free 
‘versity of the Philippines alumni come like Switzerland. Yes, itcan pus—alone produces 100,000 ki- Economics where she studied. ter conservation, recycling and seminar to leaders of some 200 
fare embarking on an environmen- happen here. We can be clean. los of trash a day, Palaypay said. ‘Another MRF facility and an eco- waste management," the UP Alum- student organizations at UP Los 
“tal project that seeks to make the ‘There are so many graduates, even  “[Under] the past four UP pres- logical training center were put up nj Council said ina statement. Baños. He oriented them to the 
‘Philippines ‘like Switzerland.” those abroad, whocan helpus” idents, we had a program foreco- at the back of the Bahay ng Alumni. The statement willbe submitted concept of segregation at source, 
2 The UP Alumni Association (UP- _Palaypay said the UPAA wants, logical zero-waste management, Some 200 alumni, chancellors to the UP Board of Regents for a composting and greening. 

TAA) is calling on the universtysstu- to build a materials recovery fa-’ but there was no funding for it,” and officials from all six UP units counterpart resolution that would ‘The UP system is composed of 
dents and graduates to help jump- cility (MRF) at each of the 48 col- Palaypay, NGO representative to led by UP president Emerlinda include waste management in the six constituent universities—Dil 
Start its zero-waste management leges in the UP system. the National Solid Waste Man- Roman convened at the Bahay ng curriculum ofall colleges. man, Manila, Los Bafios, Baguio, 
‘program and make UPS sixcampus- The MRFs will house recy- agement Commission, told the Alumni last Friday to pledge sup- “The University of the Philippines Visayas, Mindanao—and one au- 
es all over the county trash-free. clables sorted from the waste INquiRER in an interview port for the project. will become an ecological showcase tonomous college. 


Mike D’s 
Sister now 
heads PNCC 


THE SISTER OF 
Presidential Chief of 
Staff Michael Defen- 
sor is now the head of 
the Philippine Na- 
tional Construction 
Co., the state-owned 
firm which controls 
the North and South 
Luzon Expressways. 

Defensor himself 
confirmed that his sis- 
ter, Maite Defensor- 
Asuncion, was ap- 
pointed as president 
of PNCC last February 
but she recently had 
to take a leave of ab- 
sence because of 
health concerns for 
her son, She replaced 
Noel Kintanar. 

Maite, the former 
representative of Que- 
zon City's third district, 
is a dean's list awardee 
at the UP School of & (P) 
Economics and took x wy. 8% CE 
peed oligo E pee ES 
Harvard — University. 


She is a license New 3 
York financial planner. yr 
She was the founding ) 
ee | iA) A Becta Surround 
Inc, a family-owned A. 
multilevel marketing 
ea ret |, r a eaeh 4 


part Ln. Cebu:(032) 422-7760 to 65,emallsalesObanbroscebyicom www.alteclansing.com 


OL 


=~ U 


The Corporate Social Responsibility Expo 2006 e July 5-7 


Day 1-2 Leaming sessions will be at Every Nation Leadership Institute, 32nd St. comer Parkway Avenue, University Park, Bonifacio Global City 
(in between Market! Market! and International Schoo! Manila) Day 3 sessions will be at 3rd fir. Trade Hall A, Market! Market! 


*Be inspired! Attend the CSR Conference Sessions and Exhibits Participate in over 35 Plenary and Breakout Sessions and view over 50 
at Every Nation Leadership Institute. CSR Exhibits including the Art Zone, Entrep Trading Post, Green Camp, 
Knowledge Camp and the Wellness Camp. 


* Be informed! Attend the CSR 101 Learning Sessions at the 3rd/f Trade Hall A, 


Sane Sa Together, let's learn, network and live the vibrant Pi CSR experience! 

Register now for this FREE event at Tel. S LEAGUE OF 

* Be engaged! Attend the CSR Exhibits and the Volunteerism and Employee No. 757-3500 loc. 330 / Fax: 757-3510 to 12 AVN es 
Engagement Marketplace at Market! Market! or email: csrexpo2006@teamasia.com and N 
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* They know you can go the Xtra miles too. 


a 
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‘They know it because all 6 teams of the Xtra Mile Challenge broke the 1,114km record set by Pocholo Ramirez, They also did it with one full tank 
each of Petron Xtra Unleaded. With Petron Xtra Unleaded’s unique cleaning additives and gas-saving boosters, anyone can go the xtra miles. 


Leading the pack of record breakers was Team Zayco Hermanos logging a new record of 1,400.4kms, They drove all the way from Pagudpud, 
Tlocos Norte, to Matnog, Sorsogon, crossed over to Alien, Samar, then backtracked to Nabua, Camarines Sur where the Challenge finally ended. 
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NBI Deputy Director Edmund Arugay: Poor 
performance by bureau head JESYUEON 
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their boss out 


Association claims Mantaring 
running a ‘stagnant’ bureau 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


DESCRIBING THEIR BOSS NESTOR MAN- 
taring as an “ineffective dictator,” a group 
composed of over 300 officials, agents and 
special investigators of the National Bureau 
of Investigation yesterday withdrew their 
support from the acting NBI director. 

‘The sentiment of the NBI Investigators Mutu- 
al Benefit Association Inc. (IMBAD) was a com- 
plete tumaround from six months ago, when 
they issued a resolution on Dec. 23 endorsing his, 
appointment as the bureau's permanent direc- 
tor 

“The latest resolution was signed by 16 offi- 
cials of the association who claimed they repre- 
sented the ‘silent majority” of the bureau's 
agents nationwide. 

“l called an emergency meeting because 
there was a clamor from the members to se 
tle this issue,” NBI head agent Rafael Ragos, 
chair of the IMBAI board of directors, told re- 
porters in an interview. “We want a better di- 
rector,” he added. The group claimed that 
the bureau has remained stagnant under 
Mantaring’s leadership. 

‘Deputy Director for Intelligence Services Ed- 
mund Arugay, a member of the group's board of 
directors, said they wanted President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to know about the acting NBI direc- 
tors “poor performance and dictatorial style of 
administration: 

“ven when he was still officerin-charge of 
the bureau, he ordered the reassignment of sev- 
eral division chiefs and agents without any valid 


reason,” Arugay said, stressing that only an NBI 
director has the capacity to issue special orders. 
“Those he deemed disloyal to him, he reas 
signed to far-off provinces. The only system he 
knows is the bata-bata’ (favoritism) system,” 
Arugay added. 

Mantaring, however, said that the resolution 
may have stemmed from a special order he is- 
sued on June 26 about the reassignment of a re- 
gional director and four deputy directors, in- 
cluding Arugey. “This is only a regular internal 
reshuffle, nothing personal,” he told reporters. 

“The special order, which would take effect on 
July 3, appointed Arugay as the deputy director 
for Comptrollership; deputy director for Region- 
al Operations Services (DDROS) Victor Bessat as 
the deputy director for Special investigation Ser- 
vices (DDSIS); deputy director for Comptroller- 
ship Fermin Nasol as the new DROS and Cen 
tral Luzon head Edward Villarta as the new in- 
telligence chief in place of Arugay Mantaring al- 
so appointed former DDSIS Alejandro Tenerife 
asthe acting assistant director 

“The special order was not a demotion for 
‘Arugay” the NBI acting director stressed. “In 
fact, the reshuffle was for his own improvement 
because deputy directors should be able to as- 
sume different types of responsibilities in prepa- 
ration for eventual directorship.” 

Mantaring, however, added that a number of 
agents have called him since the issuance of the 
IMBAI resolution to express support for him. 
NBI Special Task Force executive officer Amel 
Dalumpines said IMBA officials did not consult 
other members about the meeting. 


ACTING NBI Director Mantaring: Nothing personal about internal 
reshuffle ERKARAZAS 


BUMPER 


OVERIDER ge 


th TORE STE A 


es 


ACCESSORIES 


nie 
file ens 


URES TEP 1013A EDSA, VETERAN'S VILLAGE, PROJ, 7, 
Zazas QUEZON CITY TEL, 410-3067165 «372-3640'|p 


namamana aeaeaie aaeeea PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ai aanne 


A 
Van ‘explodes’ in Mandaluyong as drill takes off 


SIMULATED bomb explosion—complete with “casualties” —at the Shangri-La 
Plaza mall in Mandaluyong City, part of a series of drills conducted by police. 


PARRA 


METRO 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Edson C.Tandoc Jr 


A VAN PARKED IN FRONT OF A GI- 
ant mall in Mandaluyong “exploded” 
and “injured” three people at 10 a.m. 
yesterday. 

Within minutes, guards had cor- 
doned off the blast site as the mall's K9 
units began scouring plant boxes, ta- 
bles and cars in search of other impro- 
vised explosive devices or IEDs. 

They found another one inside a 
parked van and three police dogs con- 
firmed its presence by sitting beside 
the vehicle. Soon after, a police bomb 
unit arrived, checked the van and 
caused the IED to fall into a bomb bas- 
ket, a protective cylinder used in 
transporting explosives. 

Medical teams, meanwhile, took 
the “victims” to a site where they re- 
ceived first aid before they were trans- 
ferred to a hospital. The series of 


events, part of a bomb attack drill con- 
ducted by security officials of the Edsa 
Shangri-La Mall and the National Cap- 
ital Region Police Office. The exercise 
was held before the mall opened its 
doors to the pubiic. 

‘Yesterday's drill was part of a series 
of bomb attack simulations being 
planned by the NCRPO to test the busi- 
ness establishments’ preparedness for 
dealing with such an scenario. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, how- 
ever, had said earlier that he would 
not allow drills in his city, saying the 
bomb attack simulation could cause 
panic. 

NCRPO chief Director Vidal Querol, 
however, said the other day that while 
he respected the mayor's stand, it was 
up to Makati's security managers to 
decide whether or not to push through 
with the drill. Yesterday, the NCRPO 
chief said the planned drill in Makati 
City would take place. 
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“DID YOU KNOW 

‘The tallest building in the country is 
the Philippine Bank of Communications 
(PBCom) tower on Ayala Avenue, 
Makati City. 

PBCom has 52 storeys and an eight- 
level radio tower. Designed by US- 
based Skidmore, Owens and Merrill, 
the building soars to a height of 259 
es 

Emporis, a multinational real estate 
research company that keeps a list of the 
world’s high-rise buildings, ranks PB- 
Com as the 84th tallest skyscraper in the 
world. The list is topped by Taipei 101, a 
101-storey building in Taiwan with a 
height of 509 meters—almost twice that 
of PBCom. 2 

Mel Lawrence de Guzman, PDI Re- 
search 


Japanese man 
stabbed dead by 
brother-in-law 


‘By Edson C. Tandoc jr. 


...because through the years, we've fina 


SECURITY CAMERA HELPED POLICE 
rest a man who stabbed his Japanese broth- 
-in-law to death in front of the victim's chil- 
iren in Pasig City at around midnight 

Wednesday. 

* “The camera would not tell a lie,” Na- 

-tional Capital Region Police Office chief Vi- 
jal Querol said yesterday. 

‘The police recovered the blood-stained 

hirt of Matias Hicale after the killing of , 
Fumio Omino, 50, inside his Internet cafe 
in Barangay Manggahan, Pasig City. 

“It was the same shirt he was wearing as 
shown in the footage taken by the closed 

-circuit security camera inside the cafe,” 

Querol said. 

Hicale, a caretaker at the cafe, gave up to 

the police hours later. “I surrendered be- 

cause I know it was not really my fault. I 
did not know what I was doing,” he said. 

He added that he was blinded by rage 
when Omino started yelling at him in 
Japanese after he asked for money to buy 
some beer. 

Hicale suddenly pulled out a knife and 
stabbed Omino repeatedly in the chest and 
belly. He also stabbed another worker who 
tried to stop him 

Hicale then ran out of the shop on 
Magsaysay Road in Karangalan Village. 

His victims were brought to the Amang 
Rodriguez Medical Center where Omino 
was declared dead on arrival. With 
Reuters report 
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Dog owner sues fake vet 
THE OWNER of seven Beagle pups that died al- 
legedly in the hands of an unlicensed veterinarian 
isnot taking the deaths of her pets lightly. Essen- 
cia Manarpiis, a resident of Antipolo City, has 
charged Lito Jerez of the Animal City Veterinary 
Clinic with violating the law regulating veterinary 
medicine in the Philippines. Manarpis accused 
Jerez of causing the deaths of seven of her eight 
purebred beagle pups, by giving them deworm- 
ing shots by mistake. in a criminal complaint filed 
at the Quezon City prosecutor’ office, Manarpiis 
Said Jerez violated Republic Act 382 by misrepre- 
senting himself as a licensed veterinarian, even 
though his name is not registered with the Pro- 
fessional Regulation Commission. 

DJ Yap 


Mart supervisor jailed 
AN EMPLOYEE of a supermarket in Makati City 
«was sent to jall tor allegedly stealing four cans of 
infant milk on Wednesday night. Alejo Ruenada, 
‘£32, assistant supervisor of Rustan's Supermarket 
in Ayala, wil be charged with quali theft ater 
‘our cans of miik worth P2,500 were found in his 
backpack, said case investigator P02 Alejandro 
.Devalid. The store's security guard, Eufrocina 
Abong, got suspicious after Ruenada did not al- 
ow him to inspect his knapsack after work at 
Tv around 9:30 p.m., Devalid added. The security 


„guard, however, caught up with him before he id ii 
ould leave on board his motorcycle.. Jacan R- W i th a 
yy 


Fête de la musique 

OVER 150 bands will play at the Fête de la 
Musique to be held at 4 p.m. today at the SM Mall 
of Asia, The best of jazz, rock, bluas, alternative, 
electronic, reggae and ethnic percussion wili be 
Showcased in tha event. Otherwise known as 
World Music Day, the fete started 20 years ago in 
the streets of Paris where performers would play 
„Jive music the whole day. Since then, over 100 
countries have adapted this tradition 


Solmirano Jr; 51 

FLORENTINO G. Soimirano Jr., brother of PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau chief Floreño G. Solmi- 
rano, died at 2 a.m., Tuesday atthe aga of 51. 
His body Hes in his home at 16 A. Talon St., 
Barangay 70, Caloocan City. Interment will be 
‘at 9 a.m. Sunday at the Holy Cross Memorial 
Park, Navaliches, Quezon City. Solmirano is 
survived by wite Beebec and children Christian, 
„Christine and Chris; brothers Manuel, Augusto 
‘and Lorenzo; sisters Myrna S. Agtarap, Susan 
.S. Palor and Arlene S. Agtarap; In-laws, 
nephews and nieces, 


e advantages of a Drive You 
e Lower monthly amortization* if you go œ Worry- fteu 

directly to any branch in the BPI network from roads 
e Hassle-free application through text e Easily acce 
e Various payment channels for 


To get your dream loan today, visit any BPI or BPI Family Sa 
For more information, call the Auto Loan Direct Market} 

or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com or text; AUTC 

(Example: AUTO Manny Gomez 845677: 


* Pay only P2,096 (72 month term/1 month advance payment mode} 
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PUTIN ata session in the new bu 
‘Supreme Court in Moscow June 22. 
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TheNWORLD 
Putin to spies: Kill killers of envoys 


MOSCOW—PRESIDENT VLADIMIR 
Putin has ordered Russia's secret ser- 
vices to locate and kill the murderers of 
four Russian Embassy staff who were 
Kidnapped in Iraq, the Kremlin said 
Wednesday. 

“The president gave the instruction 
to the Russian seeret services to take all 
necessary steps to find and destroy the 
criminals who committed this evil 
deed,” a Kremlin official said. 

The embassy employees were abduct- 
ed when gunmen attacked their vehicle 
in the west Baghdad neighborhood of 
Mansur on June 3. A fifth Russian citizen 
‘was killed during the kidnapping. 

“Russia would be grateful to all its 
friends for any information about the crimi- 
nals who killed the Russian citizens,” the of- 
ficial said, adding that Putin had made such 
an appeal during a visit to Moscow by the 
governor of the Saudi capital Riyadh. 

Following Putin's instruction, the head of 
the FSB secret service, Nikolai Patrushey, 


promised an exhaustive hunt for the killers. 

“We will do this no matter how much 
time and effort is required,” Interfax 
quoted him as saying. 

‘While Russian secret services have hit 
targets abroad before, the statement by 
Putin—himself a former senior spy—was 
unusually open on the subject. 

One independent defense analyst, 
Pavel Felgenhauer, dismissed it as a pub- 

relations exercise, saying that Russia 
could only act in Iraq with US help. 

“We can do nothing ... without the 
cooperation of the Iraqi secret services 
and those of the coalition,” he said. 
“This declaration is an obvious imita- 
tion of those of (US President George 
W) Bush after Sept. 11.” 

‘Another analyst said it would be 
wrong to underestimate the links that 
Russia had maintained in Iraq since the 
era of Saddam Hussein, whose 2003 
overthrow Moscow opposed. 

‘A Kremlin official told AFP that Russian 


secret services might not need US help. 

“Iris not the practice of the secret ser- 
vices to ask permission from anyone be- 
fore acting,” the Kremlin official said. 
“To suppose that the Americans have in- 
formation on the kidnappers—they 
haven't said anything.” 

Putin's order recalled the killing of for- 
mer Chechen President Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev in Qatar in 2004 in a car bomb- 
ing that also wounded the victim's 13- 
year-old son. Two Russian agents were 
convicted in Qatar of the killings, although 
Russia insisted they were innocent. 

Moscow confirmed the deaths of the 
four embassy staff after an Internet video 
purportedly showed two of them being 
executed. An insurgent coalition led by 
al-Qaida has claimed responsibility 

The hostage-takers had given Russia 
48-hour ultimatum to pull out of Rus- 
sia's war-torn province of Chechnya and 
free Muslim prisoners from Russian jails. 
Chechen rebels said they had nothing to 


dowith the militant group in Iraq. 

‘The White House has joined other 
Western governments in ‘condemning 
the killings, 

White House spokesperson Tony Snow 
said Washington would work with Moscow 
“to defeat terrorism and bring the perpetra- 
tors ofthis act of violence to justice.” 

The independent broadsheet Komm- 
ersant said Tuesday that the embassy 
staff may have fallen foul of “simple hu- 
man weakness” as they had been seized 
while stopping their vehicle—against 
embassy rules—to stock up on alcohol. 

Russia's lower house of parliament, 
the Duma, unanimously passed a mo- 
tion Wednesday criticizing the US-led 
coalition in Iraq over the killings. 

“All the responsibility for the situa- 
tion in Iraq, including the security of its 
citizens and of foreign workers, lies 
with the occupying powers. We are con- 
vinced that they could have prevented 
the tragedy,” the lawmakerssaid. AFP 
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EILEEN Pudleiner tries to return to = 
home on Adam's Islandin Allentown, Pa., as 
the Lehigh River starts to flood June 28. 


16 die in eastern US floods 
WILKES-BARRE, PA—More than 150,000 people 
fed rising river waters that threatened the old 
coal-mining town of Wikes-Barre on Wednesday 
after loods killed at east 16 people in the eastern 
United States. With buildings submerged, roads 
washed out and rivers surging after days of tor- 
rental rain, authorities declared emergencies 
across swathes of New Jersey, New York, Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania. Travel along the heavily 
trafficked Eastern Seaboard from Virginia to Now 
York was hard-hit, and rivers threatened to inun- 
date major cities when thay crested overnight. 
Reuters 


Millions hungry in Africa 
JOHANNESBURG—Three million people re- 
mained short of food in Southern Africa as a re- 
sult of poverty and HIV/AIDS despite recent good 
harvests, the UN's World Food Programme said 
Wednesday. WFP executive director James Mor- ; 
ris said that although the region, plagued by 
drought in recent years, had now seen bumper 
crops, it paradoxically made the task of the UN 
agency more difficult. "Good harvests do not 
necessarily mean people have enough to ea,’ 
Morris said in a statement issued in Johannes 
burg. “Food and good nutrition are crucial in bat- 
ting against HIV/AIDS but itis very tough to con- 
vince the international community of the com- 
plexity and depth ofthe pandemic in this region, 
especially when people's misery is masked by 
areen fields and good harvests,” he said. Many 
people in the reglon wil remain dependent on 
donor assistance because they were unable to 
grow enough food to feed themselves until the 
next harvest or because they could not afford to 
buy food available at markets and shops. AFP 


New US treasury secretary 
WASHINGTON—The US 

Senate confirmed Henry 
Paulson as treasury secre- 
tary on Wednesday. speed- 
ing through the Wali Street 
financiers nomination to 
succeed John Snow for the 
final 2-1/2 years of the 
Bush administration. The 
Senate Financa Committee 
earlier in the day had given 
its approval after a friendly PAULSON mutas 
nomination hearing on Tuesday where Paulson 
Voiced support for tax cuts and promised to keep 
pushing China toward increased currency flexibil- 
ity. "He will bring much-needed credibility to the 
economic message to hard-working American: 
Democratic Sen, Max Baucus said during the 
Senate debate. Paulson, the chief executive of 
Goldman Sachs, was courted by the White House 
forthe Treasury post and has a reputation for be 
ing a capable crisis manager. No opposition was 
voiced to Paulson during the Senate debate and 
his confirmation came on a voice vote. Reuters 


N. Zealand cool on migrants 
WELLINGTON—New Zealand is wary about ac- 
cepting more workers from poor Pacific Island 
countries despite increasing pressure from re- 
gional governments, immigration Minister David 
Cunliffe sald Thursday. Pacific Island countries 
have been calling for Australia and New Zealand 
to provide a major boost for thir struggling 
economies by accepting more tamporary work: 
ars, At the same time, employers in Australia and 
New Zealand also say they have problems tiling 
‘vacancies, especially for seasonal agricultural 


and horticuttural work, AFP 
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GAZA—ISRAEL SEIZED HAMAS CABINET MINISTERS IN THE OCCUPIED 
West Bank on Thursday as it prepared to broaden a military offensive into 
the northern Gaza Strip, pressuring Palestinian militants to release a kid- 
napped soldier. 


Hundreds of gunmen wielding 
automatic rifles and antitank 
weapons took up positions waiting 
for Israeli forces to open a second 
Gaza front in the north, a day after 
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Ahead of time and ahead of age. Kumon is not about being 
the first, nor the fastest. 


It's about acquiring good learning habits and the desire to 
advance quickly. It's about setting clear goals and 
accomplishing them. And it's about gaining the discipline 
and skills vital to a lifetime of learning. 


Schools today bear witness to the abilities displayed by the 
Kumon student. She is not intimidated by complicated 
equations or extensive reading materials. Her training with 
the Kumon Method helps her tackle challenges with focus 
$ and determination rarely found in others her age. She is 
confident, competent, and simply ahead of her pack. 


Now on its 10th year in the Philippines, Kumon's Math and 
Reading programs are helping more and more children 
learn skills vital to overcoming the challenges of life. 


southern Israel. 


pushed into the 
soiithern part of the 
territory. 

A Palestinian secu- 
rity officer said he 
saw several Israeli 
tanks roll into north- 
em Gaza before 
dawn. 

His account was 
disputed by an Israeli 
military spokesperson 
who said troops were 
not yet deployed to 
begin ground opera- 
tions in the area, 
where militants have i. 
been launching daily ® 
rocket attacks on 


Tn preparation’ for 
the offensive, Israel 
dropped leaflets on 
northem Gaza, urg- 
ing residents to avoid 
areas its troops may 
target. 

In a nighttime 
blitz, Israeli troops 
seized Finance Minis- 
ter Omar Abdel- 
Razeq and eight other 
Cabinet members, rae” . 
along with nearly 20 Jacob 
legislators of the gov- 
eming Islamist group 
in operations across 
the West Bank, Pales- 


tinian officials said. 


West Bank operation. 
Israel's foreign 


Dalal, 


Israel said 64 Hamas officials in 
all were taken into custody in the 


spokesperson Mark Regev said the 
arrests were “due to the fact that 
Hamas over the last few weeks has 
escalated terror attacks against Is- 


an Amy 
spokesperson, said: “They are not 
being used as bargaining chips. 
These are people with terrorist 
records, with allegations and 


RECENT pictures of Hamas leaders L to R clockwise: Hamas MPs Nayef 
Rajoub and Mohammed Abu Teir, Palestinian Parliament Speaker Aziz 
Duweik, Finance Minister Omar Abdelrazek, Planning Minister Samir 
‘Abu Eisheh and Jerusalem Affairs Minister Khaled Abu Arafeh. ar 


charges pending against them.” 

Israel, which quit the Gaza Strip 
nearly a year ago, has repeatedly 
said it holds Hamas responsible 
for the abduction of Corporal Gi- 
Jad Shalit in a cross-border raid on 
Sunday and has demanded it en- 
sure his safe return or suffer the 
consequences. 

Israeli leaders have dropped 
heavy hints that top Hamas men in 
the Gaza Strip, including Prime 
Minister Ismail Haniyeh, could be 
targets for assassination unless 
Shalit is returned. Reuters 


ministry 


Anglican leader sees church 
schism over gay-bishop row” 


LONDON—THE WORLDWIDE ANGLICAN 
Communion looked set on Wednesday for 2 
slow-burning schism after its leader proposed 
a two-tier membership that would exclude 
the US church for consecrating a gay bishop. 

‘Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, 
spiritual head of 77 million Anglicans, laid out 
the plan after the Episcopal Church declined to 
repent for appointing a homosexual prelate. 

The plan, which would have national 
churches agree to stay full members or opt for 
a lesser “associate” status, could also end up 
isolating liberal Anglican churches in Canada, 
Scotland and New Zealand that support blese 
ing for same-sex couples. 

‘Media in Britain, cradle of the third-largest 
family of Christians after the Roman Catholics and 
Orthodox, saw the Anglican Communion break- 
ing up over the issue of whether members can 
‘unilaterally decide on reforms opposed by others. 

“It is schism in all but name,” the London 


‘Times said in an editorial on the plan, which 
Williams unveiled on Tuesday. 

The Communion would probably debate 
the plan for several years before taking a deci- 
sion. A schism could create serious financial 
and property conflicts as factions separate. 

“The Episcopal Church said it was too early 
to comment on the Archbishop's proposal but 
hoped to respond by Thursday. 

“We're trying not to jump on this,” said Jan 
Nunley, deputy spokesperson for the US 
church. “A lot of people have been speaking 
without thinking on this particular document, 
and the presiding bishop is preparing a state- 
ment that is thoughtful.” 

‘The Anglican Communion, a loose federa- 
tion of national churches, has struggled since 
2003 to hold together its liberal minority and 
the conservative majority—mostly in 
Aftica—vigorously opposed to the naming of 
gay bishop Gene Robinson. Reuters 


Iraq captures 
alleged Shiite 
shrine bomber 


BAGHDAD—IRAQ SAID WEDNESDAY IT HAS 

captured a Tunisian al-Qaida militant allegedly 
behind the February bombing of a revered Shi- 
ite shrine that unleashed a massive wave of 
sectarian violence. 

Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, meanwhile, 
said a number of rebel groups have respond- 
ed to his reconciliation plan and expressed an 
interest in joining the political process. 

However, he said there would be no dia- 
logue with those who killed Iraqis and target- 
ed US-led coalition troops, foreigners and 
Journalists 

‘Taking matters into its own hands Russia 
said it would send secret agents to Iraq to 
eliminate those responsible for killing five of 
its embassy workers. 

Iragi national security advisor Muwaffaq 
al-Rubaie said “we managed to capture Abu 
Qudama al-Tunisi, a Tunisian, recently and he 
has taken an active part in blowing up the 
Golden mosque.” 

Rubaie said the shrine attack in Samarra, 
north of Baghdad, was intended “to drive a 
wedge between Shiites and the Sunnis and to 
create a sectarian war.” 

‘Thousands of Shiites and Sunnis have died 
in titfor-tat killings in the aftermath of the, 


bombing of the mosque, the burial place di 
two imams revered by Shiites, te 

Rubaie said the mastermind of the Samarra 
attack, Iragi Haitham al-Badri, was linked to 
the previous regime before joining Ansar as- 
Sunna and ultimately al-Qaida. He said Badri 
remains at large. 

Badri led a cell that included Abu Qudama, 
four Saudi nationals and another Iraqi, 
Rubaie said, ARP 


if you want to know more about how your child can enjoy the benefits of the Kumon Method, 
visit a Kumon Center near you and our instructors will be glad to give you an orientation. 
Please call us at (02) 885-0226, or at 1800-1888-0231 toll-free. 
You can also email us at inquiries@kumon.com.ph. 
19th Floor Philamlife Tower, 8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 
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‘Pacquiao’s a 


By Francis Ochoa fighter regarded as not only the  rapid-punching meal ticket he will 
best in his country, but perhaps need to survive to squeeze outa few fi 

THE MOMENT MANNY PAC- alsothebest—poundfor-pound more pricey pads, 

quiao steps into the ring closeto. —in the world. His trainer, Freddie Roach, will 

noontime on Sunday, 20,000 or His opponent, Mexican Osar s 

so fight fans will see a 130-Ib Larios, wil see in him a rock-fisted, 


Posible na po sa [Mobile Broadbana [|| 
_wihHSDPA 


Video Streaming 


Now you don't have to miss a game. Watch your favorite sporting events anytime, anywhere only via ESDA- È 


Thru your phone visit http://sports.bridgemobile.com/mmallwap/ 
or go to the myGlobe WAPsite, then click on ‘What's Hot’ link, and select ‘Mobile ESPN’. 
Video streaming rate: PS.00/min. 


‘Available on Nokia handsets that are video streaming capable: 6630, 6680, N7O, NBO, N90 and N91 


$} Plus, donload 2006 Real Football, the latest mobile soccer simulation game from Gameloft. 
Sy Z 55 Exclusive to Globe subscribers! Text GAMES SP0045 to 2992 
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Nothing's more relaxing or more assuring 
as my Focus. It’s so smooth and comfa 
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Prices start at PHP 


| ford fonus zot spòrt Call 889-FORD to test drive the raliy-bred Ford Fog 


Driving my van became smoother and lighter. 
Plus, my gas gauge didn't dip to empty after justa few runs, 


MA. THERESA LARIOSA, CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST. 


‘Pacquiao’s 
special’ sne 


hhandled. 

But the Gen. Santos native sees none of that in 
‘pimself. 

"Not once have I thought of myself as a really 
“good boxer,” said the 27-year-old Filipino boxing 
‘hero i >. The statement drew gasps during 
esterday’s press conference at the Discovery 
‘Suites and had everyone's breathing suspended in 
‘anticipation of a punchline that has started to be- 
mea trademark in his meetings with the media. 

“Tums out, Pacquiao, the former bakers errand 
“boy who has secured enough wealth to sustain his 
‘Bloodline to the nth generation, was serious. 
© “Tm just another boxer who prepares well and 

hard for every fight he gets into,” he said. 
Pacquiao trades mitts with Larios Sunday at the 
“Araneta Coliseum in a fight card billed Mano-A- 
‘Mano: Pilipinas contra Mexico. He goes into the 
“thatch worshipped by everyone, most especially 
‘the American trainer credited for his metamor- 
‘phosis from a fighter looking for the chance to 
Tand the left hand that has sent rivals collapsing to 
The canvas to a boxer who also owns a tight cross 
that has become equally potent. 

“Once he puts on those gloves, he tums into a 
fnachine,” said Freddie Roach, whose boxing 
knowledge is trumped only by his faith in the Fil- 
ipino ring icon. "Tve trained 18 world champions 
and Manny Pacquiao's the hardest working fight- 
ex Tve worked with by far He's really special.” 

Pacquiao will go into the fight needing to win 
convincingly against an opponent who has noth- 
ing to lose. Triumphant or not, Larios will take 
$450,000 to the bank, the most he's ever eared 
and certainly a lot more than a fighter coming off 
a loss to Israel Vasquez last December deserves. 

At stake is Pacquiao's rematch against Erik 
Morales in November, the third installment of a 
fierce rivalry that stands in peril should Larios 
somehow find a way to upset the Filipino, who 
totes a 41-3-2 card spiked with 32 knockouts. 

“We have to win,” Roach said in a serious tone. 
“There is no future without a win.” 

‘And of all the times to lose, this would be the 
‘worst for Pacquiao. On home soil. In a history-rich 
coliseum stil haunted by the cheers of the Thrilla 
in Manila between Muhammad Ali and Joe Fra 
zier it held over 30 years ago. In front of compatr- 
(ts who have revered him as a national hero. 

Pacquiao, though, isn't fazed by the pressure. 

“Tm excited,” he said, then jokingly added: "1 
want to have a taste of Larios’ punches.” 

But behind the smile is the fighter who has 
trained hard for the last six weeks in an effort to 
see Larios off early, well within the six rounds his 
camp predicted the fight would last. 


ALASKA'S John Ferriols tries to squeeze in a shot as Purefoods’ Richard 


Yee defends. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


RED BULL AND ALASKA WILL SEEK TO 
prevent the series from going the distance 
im for the clincher in Game 6 of 
ippine Cup semifinals tonight 

at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

‘A deciding Game 7 would mean 
giving up the momentum after the 
Bulls and the Aces moved a game 
shy of wrapping up the best-of sev- 
en series in a bid to arrange a titular 
showdown. 

Coach Yeng Guiao and the Bulls 
tangle with the San Miguel Beer- 
men at 4:45 pam, hoping their go-ahead victory 
in Game 5 would serve as an inspiration to finish 
off the top-seeded team of the conference. 

For coach Tim Cone and the Aces, they will 
have to bounce back from their Game 5 debacle 
after the Purefoods Giants moved closer to 
pulling off another surprise. 

‘After cutting the deficit to 2-3, Ryan Gregorio 
and the Giants are again threatening to turn the 
series upside-down similar to what they did 
against the Aces in the 2002 Governors Cup Fi- 
nals. 

“The Aces grabbed a 2.0 lead but the Giants 
won the next three games before capturing the 
championship in seven games. 

“It’s a big win but we're still down in the 
series,” said Gregorio after his Giants 


GAMES TODAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:45 p.m. —Red Bll 
vs San Miguel Beer 
7.36 pm—Pure- 
foods vs Alaska 
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brate until we get the fourth 

Defense will again be the battle cry of the Gi- 
ants. The Giants held the Aces scoreless in one 
stretch while James Yap, Jun Limpot and Kerby 
Raymundo took care of business on the offensive 

end, 

“Ir will be a defensive battle until 
the end,” said Gregorio. “We may 
have the best plan in the world but 
the bottom line is, we have to exe- 
cuteit” 

Desire and motivation, mean- 
while, are the most crucial factors 
for the Bulls as they had successfully used the 
near-walkout they staged in Game 4 as a motiva- 
tional tool. 

“We used the previous incident as a rallying 
point. We had to use that as focal point of our de- 
sire and motivation,” said Guiao after the Bulls 
netted a total of P507,000 in fine. 

“Although the fine is quite huge, I really have 
no choice but to follow the decision,” added 
Guiao, referring to his P100,000 penalty. ‘All we 
‘want is to show the fans what we can do. We 
merely want faimess on both sides.” 

‘On the technical side, stopping the Beermen 
from hitting three-pointers. will be one of Red 
Bull's main concer. 

“Our intemal defense could hold up against 
them but if they start hitting those threes, it will 


NaSO 


averted elimination with an 85-74 win in 
Game 5. "There's no reason for us to cele- 


Navarro 


Eala stands firm on walkout decision 


By June Navarro 


PBA COMMISSIONER NOLI EALA STOOD firm 
that itwas.a walkout, consummated or not. 

“As far as Tm concemed, it was a walkout, re- 
gardless of whether it was consummated or abort- 
dj” said Eala a day after a former league official 
criticized the P507,000 fine the PBA slapped on 
Red Bull. 

Former PBA legal counsel Butch Cleofe 
said Wednesday Eala erred in his decision to 
heavily fine the Red Bull management in 
connection with coach Yeng Guiao's order to 
send his players briefly to the dugout in 


Game 4 of the Philippine Cup semifinals. 

“This is a judgment of the commissioner, pur- 
suant to the constitution of the PBA,” said Eala. 
“This gives the commissioner the prerogative to de- 
ide on matters which are not sufficiently and 
Sediny cove by ay peaky under the 

Sources said Red Bull management would con- 
test Eala's decision in the regular PBA board meet- 
ing Tuesday next week. 

‘Cleofe, who helped draft the rules pertaining to 
walkoues, said the rules were made in such a way 
that the team which refuses to play may re-think its 
options 


A win would.mean lots of money—Larios 


By Francis Ochoa 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIGGEST 
fight of his career isn't lost on Mexican Os- 
car Larios. It’s just buried beneath the 
bunch of dollar bills that serve as his fore- 
most motivation. 

“A victory over Manny Pacquiao would mean a 
Jot of money for me,” said the 29-year-old 

“Guadalajara native through an interpreter yester- 
‘day, when the two boxers held a press conference 
atthe Discovery Suites in Ortigas, Pasig. 

For the people surrounding him, though, Sun- 
days bout against the Philippine ring icon at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum goes beyond the paycheck Lar- 

-foscan command in future fights. 

“When you have a big name in front of you and 
‘he can send you to the stars [by beating him], you 
perform better” said Larios’ veteran trainer, 


Rafael Marquez. “I can guarantee you that 
Having witnessed the way Pacquiao manhan- 
dled his two more illustrious countrymen in the 
ring, Larios is also aware of the importance that 
the opportunity presents to him and to Mexican 
fight fans aching for payback against the Filipino. 
"Manny Pacquiao has beaten the best Mexican 
boxers so a win would really be significant,” said 
Larios, referring to the Pacman’ twin triumphs 
over two Mexican ring gods—an 1th-round 
stoppage of Marco Antonio Barrera and a 10th- 
round knockout of Erik Morales, who never had 
‘been previously floored until he stood on the re- 
ceiving end of Pacquiao's famed left last January. 
‘But Larios couldn't have picked a worse time to 
run into the Filipino star 
Not only is Pacquiao coming off that huge vic- 
tory over Morales, but the former one-dimension- 
al fighter is already in the later stages of his rans- 


formation into a complete boxing machine. 

‘And, according to trainer Freddie Roach, Pac- 
quiao “is in the best shape of his career and is get- 
ting better and better” 

‘Worse, Larios faces Pacquiao at the Big Dome, 
site of the Thrilla in Manila over 30 years ago, 
where over 25,000 fans are expected to cram the 
coliseum and egg on the Filipino. 

Right now, though, the crowd is the last item 
on the worry list of the Larios camp. 

“The Larios camp is hoping their man can find a 
moment in the match to dust off his pet right 
straight, a weapon that has racked up 38 knock- 
outs in 2564-1 card. 

‘And theyre praying it will be enough to ham- 
mer out an upset to justify Larios’ $450,000 pay- 
check and line up more big-purse matches. 

And, on the side, restore Mexican boxing 


pride. 


‘THE NEWLY APPOINTED PHILIPPINE RAC- 
ing Commission chair, retired Gen. Floren- 
cio Fianza, is cool, confident and thoroughly 
straightforward. 

Inarecent one-on-one interview arranged by 
his staff at the Philracom office in Makati City, 
Fianza admitted to his lack of experience in the 
sport of horseracing, but stressed he was willing 
to leam the ropes in order to erase the “misgiv- 
ings" about him. 

“Tm here to do my job and Il do it the best 1 
can,” said the new racing czar, who retired with 
the rank of Police Deputy Director General (the 
equivalent of Lt. General in the Armed Forces) 
‘on Oct. 20, 2003, "I have no vested interest in 
the spor,” he stressed, “because l'm not a horse 
‘owner and I don't even bet on the races.” 

‘Appointed by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
as Special Envoy on Transnational Crime three 
years ago, Fianza said horseracing in the coun- 
tay has tremendous potentials. “The ‘sport of 
kings’ has a long and historic tradition, yet 
there's still much room for improvement.” 

For starters, the 58-year-old Fianza plans to 

appoint at least two commission people to mon- 

itor the work of the board of stewards. “They 
will not interfere in the stewards’ deliberations, 
| but they will serve as my 'watchdogs'as a sort of 

check and balance. He said more television 


One-on-one with racing czar Fianza 


CLEAN LIVING 


Manolo R. Iñigo ANa =~ 

G0 ANSA 
monitors will be installed at the stewards’ quar- 
ters to ensure fair, honest and objective deci- 
sions. Through the years, public confidence is 
waning because of whisperings of graft and cor- 
ruption, of rampant fixing of races. The Philra- 
com chair is ready to face the challenge. 

“The racing rules are already there and what is 
needed is simply to follow and implement them,” 
stressed Fianza, who graduated from the St. 
Louis University in Baguio City in 1968, majoring 
in political science and history He also holds Mas- 
ters degrees in International Public Policy from 
the Paul Nitze School of Advanced Intemational 
‘Studies of Johns Hopkins University in Washing- 
ton DG, specializing in defense and security stud- 
jes and Engineering Science from the University 
of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, special- 
izing in transport and traffic management. 

On the present state of horseracing in the 


country, Fianza said, “There's room for expan- 
sion. The industry has tremendous potentials.” 


WHO ARE THE REAL WINNERS? The legions 
of basketball fans are the real winners of the 
near-walkout that marred last Sunday's Game 4 
berween Red Bull and San Miguel Beer. One can 
notice that the quality of officiating has im- 
proved a lot ever since Red Bull head coach 
Yeng Guiao recalled his players to the dugout in 
frustration over biased and unfair officiating. 
But Guiao's action proved too costly as the office 
of PBA Commissioner Noli Eala slapped the 
team a total of P507,000 in fines: P400,000 on 
the Photokina franchise; P100,000 on Guiao; 
P6,000 on player Lordy Tugade and P1,000 on 
team scorer Edgar Femandez. 

As former PBA legal counsel Butch Cleofe 
said, “Mali ang desisyon (The decision was 
wrong). There was no walkout because the 
team (Red Bull) came back in time to play and 
finish the match. And since it was the coach 
(feng Guiao) who made the order, manage- 
‘ment should not have been fined.” Cleofe, who 
helped draft the rules pertaining to a walkout, 
served under former PBA Commissioners Rudy 
Salud, Rey Marquez, Jun Bemardino and, for a 
time, Eala, Red Bull leads SMB, 3-2, in the best- 
f-7 semifinal series. 


Ozamiz five tackles Batang Tagaytay July 6 


‘AFTER HURDLING VALENCIA GOLDEN harvest 
in the southem division playofis, defending 
‘champion Ozamiz has now focused its attention 
‘on Batang Tagaytay which it meets in the 
crossover semifinals of the 2006 Guerrero 
Brandy-NBC national basketball championship 
on July 6 in Tagaytay City 

Mayor Reynaldo Parojinog’s Cotta Shrine 
cagers are determined to win back-to-back ti- 


tles in the tourney sponsored by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring, Regent Foods, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Firefly Lightings, Molten 
and Prime Channel. 

But they must first overcome NBC executive 
vice president and Tagaytay Mayor Bambol To- 
Jentino's boys in their best-of-three series. 

‘Ozamiz pins its hopes on Marlon Basco and 
Billy Bansil, while Tagaytay, which knocked out 


Bacchus/Harbour Centre of businessman Mi- 
kece Romero and coach Lawrence Chongson in 
the northern semis, is leaning on ex-Ozamiz 
stars Nino Marquez and Arden Guiyab. 

Guiyab, who rallied a career-high 30 points in 
Tagaytay’ clinching win over Bacchus/Harbour 
Centre, will have his work cut out against Bansil 
and Basco. But he is expected plenty of support 
from Rodel Mallari and Jimboy Robillos. 


“The ruling on walkouts was made shorty after 


‘Afiejo Rhum, then representing the La Tondefia + 


franchise, did it in 1990 and drew a P550,000 fine 
frit, Geofe added. 

‘A team which deliberately leaves the court 
‘would be given seven minutes at the most to return 
and finish the game. Since the Red Bull-San Miguel 
game resumed before the scorer declared a forfei- 
ture, a basketball penalty was enough, Cleofe ex- 
plained. 

“He (Cleofe) has not been connected to the PBA 
in the last couple of years, so he's probably no 
Jonger familiar with many of the changes and inno- 


vations the league has implemented," said Eala, EALA 


SPORTSWATCH 


pose bigger problems for us,” said Guiao. June 


Pasay Cockpit super derby today 

A BIG CROWD IS EXPECTED AT THE PASAY CITY COCKPIT TODAY AS THE SU- 
per bigtime 5-cock derby gets going with 90 fights scheduled. Sponsor is Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000. Members of the National Cockers Association, Gentlemen 
Cockers Assocation o the Philippines, Pinoy Cockers Association of the Philip- 
pines and Pasay Cockpit Cockers Association will compete. “The winningest 
{amebirs wil be fied in this derby said hosts Jet and Joel Femando of Pam- 
panga. PCC wil also present the 20th anniversary 5-cock derby on July 24, 28 and 
28, said pit managers Eric dela Rosa, Butchoy Olano and Roming Vergara. 


UBBA 3-cock submission of weights 

TODAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES IN CONNEC- 
tion with San Juan Coliseum's United Backyard Breeders Association 
(UBBA) 3-cock derby. Entries will be accepted from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Hostilities start at 4 p.m. tomorrow with 80 fights lined up. The derby is 
backed by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. UBBA is a group of 50 backyard 
breeders. Among the group's officers are Ronnie Lacsina, lawyer Jojo 
Sablan, Abet Lucido and Ben Nadurata. SJC pit manager Pete Rivera 
said UBBA’s summer derby held on April 10 attracted 60 entries. For in- 
fo, call 725-6563; 725 -5369 and 0917-8041691 (Ronnie). 


Hatawan 6-cocker starts tomorrow 

ROLIGON MEGA COCKPIT’S HATAWAN SA TAG-ULAN 6-COCK DERBY, A BLOCK- 
buster cockdest with Pa 5 milion up for grabs, unfolds tomorrow wth mare than 150 
fights on tap. Host Roly Ligon said the derby wl startat 1 p.m. Entries must be sub- 
ited today from 9 am. to 9 p.m. and participants may cal 851-2275, 833-1638 
and 852-9812 Shite or Jonna). Ligon said tne bonus prize, a brand-new Honda 
Civic wil go to the participant with the fastest winning time (based on the champi- 
onship ight). Entry fee is P8,800 for the five-day event (Jul 1, 4, 6, Band 11). 


Race 1O j— From Ths 
Moment (1), Cash Feed- 5 
‘eiMacho Man (4). Fan- 
cll). Aan Na 
AxorPrinc Ricard (2) 

Pace 2Pen- BY TOP CHOICE 
‘worvTi)—Condo- 
ences (10), Humble Guest (8), Black 
cock (7), Sol Inver (3), Thereshope 


Dream (2) 
Race 7—(QrV}—Dixe Dash (5), Reason To 


nod (6) 
bre 
iranton- 
sant Queen (11), 
Nay Griy (12). 
Smgiy Goid (10), 
Ferrar One (5), Ayas 


03 Bobove (7), My Lady Hanna (1), Hidalgo 


Race 3—{QrVTH)—Lady Commander (4) 
Dieta (5). Adam's Cal (1), Sand Peebles 


6 

Race 4{PentaTH}—Divne Right (5) 
Power Dance (4). Fair Urdua (2). Binbong 
18. Morning Gir (1) 

Race S—{OrvIn}—Sound ol Sience (5), 


C] 

Raco &—(PentaOrvi}—Hear Me (2. Ruah 
(6), Warner's Fury (O), Lord OF AN (10), 
Sio0ps (1), Car Gray (8) 

Face 9--(Supor GHW} —Magle Bulat (7). 
St Emin (12), Aomnion Rock (3). Wesi 
Swanger (1), Yonder Git (2), Golden 
‘inca (9) 


CKP TITLE: CKP 168 fund took the Division 2 championship of the Valle 
Verde 3 Basketball Clinic recently. (Standing from left): JR Naguit, Jonas 
Guiao (assistant coach), Wiliam Ibay, Gener Bernados, Darwin Stapley, 
Mark Lopez, Jong Arquero, William Fong (playing team owner), Chestee 
Ng Joe! Parcotilo (trainer), Ryan Tan, Martin Syjuco, Louie Lao, Brian 
Cagara, Wit Fong, Timothy Esparaz and Adonis Tierra (coach). (Seated 
from left): Paolo Malonzo, Carlo Maynes, DJ Pertas, jeffrey de Guzman and 
Ryan Lapid. (Front): Berna Cagara, Macy Fong, Bianca Cagara, Shiela 
Balbacal, Chelsea Ng and Ailex Madrid (muses) and JV Tierra (mascot). 
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SPORTS 


Basso finally rides Federer advances % 


out of Lance’s shadow 


|p PARISAN BASSO IS FINALLY 
yut of Lance Armstrong's shadow 
at the Tour de France. Now the 
winner of the Giro d'Italia will ny 
to do what Armstrong never did: 
Win cycling’s top two events in 
the same year: 

Basso won last month's Giro 
d'italia in his home country 
and is a favorite to win the 
Tour de France in July, which 
would give him the double last 
achieved by his late compatriot 
Marco Pantani in 1998. 

‘That was Basso’s first year as 
a pro and the last year before 
Armstrong rattled off a record 
seven straight Tour wins. Over 
time, Basso grew as a chal- 
lenger, finishing 11th in 2002, 
7th in 2003, third in 2004 and 
runner-up last year. 

His Team CSC director 
Bjarne Riis calls Basso “the rid- 
er of the future"—and his first 
major title victory in the Italian 
race last month suggests that 


thought. 
Basso 


trial 
Zabriskie, 


the 


BARGNANI: First overall 


NBA DRAFT 


Raptors tab 


Italian with 
No. 1 pick 


NEW YORK—THE TORONTO RAPTORS SE- 
lected Andrea Bargnani with the No. 1 pick in 
the NBA draft on Wednesday, hoping the 20- 
year-old Italian forward can live up to com- 
parisons to Dirk Nowitzki. 

‘The 6-foot-10 forward, the first European 
player taken first overall, has drawn those 
comparisons to the Dallas Mavericks’ All-Star 
because of his outside shooting skills. 

There were 11 trades Wednesday, likely the 
product of a draft that lacked star power. 

LaMarcus Aldridge of University of Texas 
went second to the Chicago Bulls and his 
rights were later dealt to the Portland Trail 
Blazers for the rights to LSU forward Tyrus 
‘Thomas, who had been chosen fourth, and 
forward Viktor Khryapa 

‘The Trail Blazers weren't done dealing. They 
acquired the rights to Randy Foye, taken seventh 
by the Boston Celtics, along with Raef LaFrentz, 
Dan Dickau and cash for Sebastian Telfair, Theo 
Ratliff and a 2008 second-round pick. AP 


SSC arranges 
final vs DLSU 


GAMES TOMORROW (Blue Eagle Gym) 
12nn—Lycaum vs Adamson (for third) 
2p.m.—SSC vs La Salle (best-of-3 finals) 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THAI IMPORT JAROENSRI BUALEE FIRED all 
but one of her points on attacks as San Sebastian 
tumed back Adamson, 25-13, 25-16, 23-25, 27- 
25, yesterday and barged into the finals of the 
Shakeys V-League at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

Bualee got the better of her showdown with 
‘Adamson's local gunner Cherry Rose Macatan- 
gay, breaking the 25-all standoff in the fourth set 
en route to victory. 

‘The Lady Stags will battle defending champi- 
on La Salle in the best-of-three finals starting to- 
‘morrow at 2 pam. atthe Blue Eagle Gym. The du- 
el will be between last year’s UAAP and NCAA 
champions. 

Bualee's spike was like a dagger thrust to the 
Lady Falcons’ heart, giving them a 26-25 lead. 
‘Adamson expectedly went to Macatangay for the 
equalizer but the 5-foot-11 stunner hammered it 
wide, sending the Lady Stags in frenzied celebra- 
tion, 

“We didit do anything special, it was just our 
mind-set that we needed this win very badly.” 
said San Sebastian coach Roger Gorayeb. 

Macatangay refused to let her school down, 
powering the Lady Faleons to a 19-11 lead from 
an 8-10 deficit in the third set. 


future may be sooner than first 


ill have a strong sup- 
porting cast: Mountain expert 
Carlos Sastre, Australian sprint 
specialist Stuart O'Grady, time- 
aficionado 


Frank Schleck, Giovanni Lom- 
bardi, Christian Vande Velde 
and US veteran Bobby Julich. 

"My team has a lot of confi- 
dence in me,” Basso said. “I feel 
good, and I know that every- 
body is with me.” 

Basso was dominant in the 
Giro: He won three stages, 
placed an impressive second in 

individual 
donned the leader's pink jersey 
for 14 days, and seemingly 
didn't break a sweat on some 
climbs in one of the hardest 
editions of the race in years. 

His margin of victory—9 min- 
utes, 18 seconds —was the biggest 
inthe Giro since 1965. 


David 


now, 
plus Jens Voigt, 


time trial, Clubgrass. 


AP 


“Tve had a different kind of draw, 
where people are expecting me t0 
struggle more,” 
‘Swiss said. “That 1 came through 
that convincing obviously gives me 
a lot of confidence. Sends out 
maybe a litle bit of a message for 
the other players.” 

Federer looked untouchable on 


imagine 


excellent.” 
Meanwhile, 


the top-ranked 


‘Tuesday as he demolished four- 
time semifinalist Tim Henman, 6-4, 
6-0, 6-2, on Centre Court to reach 
the third round, extending his Open 
ca grass-court winning streak t043 
matches. He dropped only seven 
games in his previous match 
against Richard Gasquet, who was 
coming off a win in Nottingham. 

“In beating two such great play- 
ers so convincingly, I think it defi- 
nitely gives you the feeling that 
you're playing very well,” Federer 
said, “Ihave the feeling I'm playing 


Venus Wiliams 
found herself upstaged on the fash- 
ion front by an opponent who intro- 
duced the roller-disco look to Cen- 
tre Court on Wednesday. 

Better known for her outlandish 
outfits than for her tennis talents, 
‘American Bethanie Mattek wore a 
broad bandanna, knee-high socks, 
short shorts and a tube top over a 
halter top with two sponsor patches 


Women’s top seeds crush foes 


WIMBLEDON, ENG- 

land—If Roger Feder- 
“er is playing this well 
just 
how good he'll be by 
the end of the Wim- 
bledon fortnight. 


Even Federer himself admits he's 
never been in such dominant form 
so early in the championships, a 
scary thought for any player hoping 
tostop him from winning his fourth 
straight ttle on the All England 


onher chest. 


the soccer theme,” Mattek 
said. 


match 6-1,6. 
No. 1 Amelie Maures- 
mo, 2004 champion 
Maria Sharapova and 
former French Open 
champion Anastasia 
Myskina won their open- 
ing matches while losing 
a combined six games. 
French Open champion 
Justine Henin-Hardenne, 
Martina Hingis and Nicole 
Vaidisova advanced to the 
third round while losing a 
combined eight games. 
US Open champion Kim 
Clijsters didn't hit a ball, 
reaching the third round 
with a walkover. 


Fe 


AP SHARAPOVA drubs Anna Smashnova, 6-2, 60. æ 


It’s an old World Cup rivalry in quarterfinals 


HERZOGENAURACH, GERMANY—THE 
rivalry between Argentina and Germany 
isan old one, including two World Cup fi- 
nals, with one victory each. 

‘And it's bubbling up again. 

‘The teams meet again Friday, when the 
quarterfinal in Berlin puts Argentine Li- 
onel Messi and Lukas Podolski of Ger- 
many on center stage. But for the two 
young stars, the World Cups that started it 
all exist only in the books—or the videos. 


Messi, who just tumed 19, wasn't even 
bom when Diego Maradona led Argentina 
toa 3-2 win over Germany in the 1986 fi- 
nal in Mexico. Four years later, Germany 
took its revenge, disposing 1-0 of Argenti- 
na to win its third world tite. 

“Tve seen the goals on video,” Messi 
said of the 1986 final. 

‘The 21-year-old Podolski, who has scored 
three goals for Germany in this World Cup, 
has no real memories of that game. 


Argentina was ahead, 2-0, that day 
with goals by Jose Luis Brown and Jorge 
Valdano, but things got tight when Karl- 
Heinz Rummenigge and Rudi Voeller 
scored one goal each to make it 2-2 with 
only 10 minutes left 

Maradona, an acknowledged admirer 
of the young Messi, took the ball in the 
middle of the field and set up Jorge Bur- 
ruchaga with a precise pass. Burruchaga 
Tan a few yards and scored the winner. 


‘That 1986 World Cup also went down 
in history as the tournament of two unfor- 
gettable Maradona goals, both against 
England. The first was the infamous 
“hand of God” goal. On the second, he 
ribbled through half the English team, 
widely considered the best goal ever in a 
World Cup. 

Four years later, it was again Argentina 
vs Germany in a World Cup final, this time 
in Rome. 
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No minors allowed. Open to persons 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IOs as proof of age. 


Government Warning: 
| Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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1's always been more than just a car. It's excitement, freedom for the 
‘family, an identity and to some an obsession that requires more than 
Just oll for protection. Castrol has shared the same passion. For over one 
hundred million people worldwide, Castrol has been more than just oil. 
It’s been at one with drivers and their cars. And for over one hundred 
years it's been the oll that’s helped advance the performance of the 
‘engines that power cars far and wide. 
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Altas eye solo lead 


AN EARLY LEAD IS WHAT PERPET- 
ual has in mind when it takes on St. 
Benilde even as Philippine Chris- 
tian and San Sebastian go against 
each other for a second win today 
in the NCAA men’s basketball at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

‘Viadimir Joe and Khiel Misa will take 
centerstage for the Altas who began 
their 2006 season with a 73-67 victory 
over San Sebastian in the opener The 
duo scored 18 points apiece in their 
‘opening game, underscoring Perpetual’s 
arsenal which went in full display 
against the Stags. 

But the host Blazers, coming from a 
sorry loss to defending champion Letran 
also in the opener, are expected to come 
‘out strong with a bid to get back their 
lost pride in the 2 p.m. match 

“T guess we can match up with them,” 


GAMES TODAY 
(Ninoy Aquino Stadium) 
Noon Perpetual vs St. Benilde (irs/srs) 

U vs. SSC-A (sits) 


said St. Benilde coach Caloy Garcia. “We 
have good big men to contain Joe, and 
atthe guard spot Tm sure my players can 
match up well against Misa.” 

“What's important is that we have to 
beconsistent with our shooting, we have 
to improve on that particularly on our 
free throws.” 

Garcia was talking about his team's 
13 of 58 field goal shooting accuracy 
against the Knights who took the 65-44 
victory 

He is hoping Martin Urra will have his 
usual numbers and get ample support 
from Kris Robles, Carlo Manding and 
Gerald Layug. 


Sa a 


In the junior division, defending 
champion SSC-R and DLSU-CSB shoot 
for their second straight win as the Sta- 
glets meet the debuting PCU Baby Dol- 
phins at 6 p.m, while the Greenies tackle 
the Perpetual Altalettes at noon, 

PCU downed San Beda, 70-66, while 
‘San Sebastian edged Mapua, 76-68, last 
Wednesday 

PCU, hoping to put behind the con- 
troversial issue about its sacked coach a 
ay before the season began, will rely on 
veterans Gabby Espinas, the 2004 Most 
Valuable Player, guard Jason Castro and 
big man Beau Belga. 

San Sebastian, the last team to win- 
back-to-back titles in the NCAA (2002- 
03), will rely on forward Jim Viray, who 
scored 24 points against Mapua, aside 
from Red Vicente and big man Jayson 
Ballesteros. ‘Mare Anthony Reyes 
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IT'S MORE THAN JUST OIL. IT'S LIQUID ENGINEERING. 


It’s a race-proven vehicle, built to last and 


reliable - giving me the confidence to d 


family in a Focus e 


Vice President for Operations, Tuason Racing 


Prices start at PHP 


Call 889FORD to test drive the rall-bred Ford Foust 


it about Johnny Depp 

at made it easy to forget 

he was an hour late for our press 
con? 

Jf this were another star, there 


when Johnny showed up in 
dora a full hour after 


sh charm, pac 
aged with that fedora 
which added a touch of 
old-world charm to his 
hip ensemble of 

coat, white tee with 
tiny holes 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde | 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer ent namelagelcieyimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


had a few more months of filming 
on “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Man's Chest.” 


ved him 
were al- 


Vanessa 

(which explains: 

is now fluent 

French), and father to 
7, and Jack, 


ond installment in a 
three-part franchise, he 
continues to amuse 
viewers with his Captain 


Ruben V. ‘Sparrow. Johnny's 


watch chain dangling 
from his pants pock- 
et—another old-fash- 
ioned touch—necklace and 
bracelets? 
(To many women all over the 
its a no-brainer. Theyd 
im any old time, for anything 


) 
‘So now, when he smiled, several 
gold teeth sparkled and enhanced 
‘appeal. He told us he 
aring them because he 


jepales 


Keith Richards Pepe Le 
Pew creation is one of 
the most endearing 
character 

ema. (Keith 


column, one of the movie's fu 

moments is when, as a human shish 

kabob, he uses his kohl-blackened 
jes and not much dialogue to draw 


Ikinararangah ko ang 


Tumawag sä alinmang sumusun 


0632) 7: 
0921) 442-1683 (09% 


Handa akong ial. 
sa kapaka: 


& 

Handa akong isul 

makataolaf ma 

Lubos ang aan 
$a ating 

WA 


“(T'S Astrange 
moment before 
and after. And 
then it’s just 
done.” 


“Pirat 
buster for Disney will decide 
fhether this bigger, more expen- 
‘sequel is better. Johnny's origi- 
nal cast mates Orlando Bloom and 
Keira Knightley, who have sine: 
AJS, 


Jock lips with the arres? We won't 
read on to find out 
vho, in Keira's opinion, is the bet 
ter kisser—Johnny or Orlando. 
Often answering questions 
iling glint in his e 
made light of a terrible 


aa 
jayan. 


TAI isang malaya, 


PADE) lipunan. 


Fad pastalima | 
ip ane $ 


akong ‘tumtilong's ALHA angat 
agiia mu tee saating 


Hill. ee 
Pak 


lagang eA He s 

at HE akong mal p 
bayanihan para oss 
mahahalagang tunsi 


ispapatatag 
ti tangian 
pan “eg 
lying: isang 
aa ng lipunan 
oy aoa 
ea long ng mga 
in para sa Bayan. 


‘Hs aud! Ako ay Di pinot hig 
ta Ako ay isahg Madyaas. ally 


d na 


carpenter hammering 


on the cover of Ne 

jocked on the table in front of 
him to add to the cacophony untila 
hotel staffer told the unseen car- 
penter to stop. 


In an interview, Keira Knight- 
ley said that between you and 
Orlando, you are the better kiss- 


‘That's funny because I thought 


Alamin sa www.madyaas org 
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Get the SUPERMAN „ tone now! 


text SUPERMANEZS9 


to get the SUPERMAN.» tone and subscribe to weekly tones. P15/tone. 
For polyiones, text PSUPER 
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Portable DVD Players 
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To download MMS Anarated Screensaver. 
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Download 
‘Superman Returns 
Java Game, text 
SUPERMANGAME to 239 
OR 


via SMART WAP site at 
http/wap.smart.com.ph 


SET UP SMART MMS & GPRS IN YOUR CELFONE: 
Text SET <phone model> to 211. Ex. SET N6600 


Promo runs until July 31, 2006. 
Per DTHNCR Permit No. 3111, Series of 2006. 


Be a part of SMART Cinema Club 


A and enjoy updates on all the new 
me SMART frovis tal opon wecky. 


CAMBTMA pLus! Geta chance to win 


Cid ONE YEAR'S WORTH of 
FREE MOVIES! 


Just text JOIN to 239! 


(P2.50 per week only) 
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reotas ond other member privilages $o join now! 
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What is the name of Supermar 
What is Superman's birth no 


3? 


powers 
‘What material blocks Supermon’s x-ay vision? 
What isthe nome of Superman's secret identity? 
Where does Clark Kant work? 

Who is Superman's love interest? 
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Depp on kissing Keira, 
singing in a movie 


From page A2-1 

Can you describe the mood when 
you and Keira kissed? 

It is always awkward when you are 
kissing someone you are not romanti- 
cally involved with. It is acting and itis 
fake. Kissing scenes are always strange 
to me, especially since Keira is twen- 
tysomething years younger. But she was 
a good sport. We did what we had to do 
~. and moved on to the next thing. You 
can almost compare kissing scenes to 
stunts, It is a strange moment before 
and after And then it is just done. 


Jack Sparrow makes a deal with 
the devil to get possession of his ship. 
Have there been situations that 
drove you to make a pact with the 
devil to getajob? 

Yes, I have thought that, maybe 
somewhere along the line, uncon- 
sciously, I did that. But. I think I was 
too dumb to do that. That would have 
been a shortcut and I am not capable of 
doing that. 


Was it with regard to a TV show? 

When I was doing “21 Jump Street," 
it certainly felt like everything was out 
of control. They created this image, this 
‘monster, and they were selling it It felt 
about as close to making a pact with the 
devil. 1 wouldn't go into that kind of 
thing again. 


Were you happy to be back in 
character as Captain Jack Sparrow in 
this sequel? 

When there was talk of doing this se- 
quel, Iwas really happy because I didn't 
feel like I had explored all the possibili- 
ties of Captain Jack in the first one. 1 
didn't want to say goodbye to him. 1 
‘wanted to spend time with him again. 
Earlier I was asked if I watched “Pirates 
1” to get into character as Captain Jack 
again. I didn’t. I avoided it as much as T 
could although my kids watch it time 
and again. It was simply just strapping 
back into the costume and going 
through the process again, stepping on 
the set and seeing all the familiar faces, 
the same crew. 


Are you willing to explore Captain 
Sparrow in a fourth “Pirates” movie? 
If the scripts are good and they are 
still stimulating, still have something 
entertaining for the audiences, I would 
keep going. For me, Captain Jack is just 


endlessly entertaining to play. 


Your teeth are different in every 
movie, from this one to “Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory” to “The: 
tine” 

Tt upsets my dentist but I do try 
Gaughter). 


Do you eat with the gold teeth? 

No, that’s when all my teeth come 
out (laughter). The teeth did come out 
when I had to do “Charlie and the 
‘Chocolate Factory,” “The Libertine” and 
“Secret Window.” The gold teeth came 
back for “Pirates 2 and 3." I still have a 
few months of filming on “Pirates 3” so 
T haven't gone through the process of 
yanking the gold teeth out. 


Why do you wear a beard even 
‘when you are not doing the “Pirates” 
movies? 

It's mostly because if I shave, it 
would take me months and months, 
like half a year to get this beard back 
Gaughter). This is like a full beard for 
me. Thats it—seven hairs here, three 
over there and this patchy stuff and 
that's it. IFT shave, I have to glue some 
hair on and that wouldn't work. 


This movie was shot in the Ba- 
hamas, where it is hot and steamy. 
Did everybody on the set shower dai- 
ly as they were supposed to do? 

Tye never been asked that question 
before (laughter). 1 am determined to 
answer it, and properly. Lets see, the 
idea of personal hygiene ... Once you 
get off work and you've had all these 
make-up, you have to virtually hose 
yourself down. From what I could tell, 
the majority of the cast and crew had 
the similar feeling (laughter). However, 
you do encounter the foul smell occa- 
sionally. You either get past it or you 
hope that the wind will change direc- 
tion any second (laughter). In the 
movie, everybody looks like they stink 
butin fact, they didn. 


How does your fame put extra 
pressure on your family life? 

My kids have a super normal life. 
They go to school and play with their 
friends, Okay, maybe they get to go to 
Disneyland a little more often than the 
other kids. But that is part of the gig 
(aughter). Although my mom seemed 
to be proud when she saw me on the 
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cover of Newsweek, 1 myself wast 
shocked and am still shocked. ey 
How often do you and your family: 
get to enjoy your island in the Ba: 
hamas? x 
We get there as much as possible béas 
cause it is a necessary part of the bal 
ance. You have to balance a world 
being here in Hollywood and in the 
Jand where there are no telephones, nd 
cars no street lights, no noises. I is just: 
nature and the sea, the wind, the sun. 3 
brings things down to its absolute basics 
level. 


‘And how are the kids? 

My daughter is exiting the Barbie pe- 
riod and moving into fashion acces: 
sories. She wants to watch big-girl tele- 
vision shows. It is frightening. My boy- + 
Jack has discovered super heroes so he 
is now going into the area of comic 
books and I happen to be pretty good in ~ 
that area. 


How do you as a couple balance it 
so Vanessa can also work as a singer 
and an actress? 

She has been able to do some films 
that she wanted to. She still plays mu- 
sic, writes, and does demos, She is 
‘working on an album right now that is 
really promising. It is beautiful. There 
are a couple of tracks there that tum 
me into an infant, all teary-eyed. 

The toughest time was when Lily 
Rose was about two and Vanessa had to 
go.on the road for a concert tour. We 
didn't have a nanny so Iwas tour daddy 
Caughter). I must have watched “The 
Wizard of Oz” with Lily Rose 7,000 
times. It was a great challenge as a dad 
to entertain a 2-year-old—great educa- 
tion, and I got through it. 


How does music touch you? 

For me, the effect of music is imme- 
diate. There are certain songs I hear 
that take me right back to a very specif- 
ic moment in my life. There are certain 
songs that I can't listen to because they 
remind me of say, the birth of my 
daughter or son. I can't listen to them 
because I will burst into tears. 


How comfortable will you be in 
one of your future projects, a film 
version of the musical, “Sweeney 
Todd"? 

Tim Burton and I have had our dis- 
cussions about it and 
everything is looking 
good. It is a great op- 
portunity to work 
with Tim again. It will 
be our sixth movie to- 
gether. As far as my 
singing is concemed, 
1 don't want to shock 
anyone but Tam nota 
singer (laughter). 1 
would never ever 
claim to be a singer 
but 1 am willing to 
give it a shot, to see if 
it works. It is impor- 
tant to ny stuff. 


Have you started 
musical training? 

I grew up as a gui- 
tar player. I was a mu- 
sician for most of my 
life. I am musically in- 
clined and 1 am not 
tone deaf. At least, 
notyet. 


Some time ago, 
you said Marlon 
Brando suggested 
that you play Ham- 
let. Have you 
thought about it? 

it will either be 
very soon or never be- 
cause I will get alittle 
long in the tooth to 
play Hamlet. Marlon 
did say that to me. He 
wanted me to skip 
movies for a while. 
Take a year off. So his 
voice keeps ricochet- 
ing in my head. Mar- 
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Jon told me that by 
the time he had got- 
ten to the point where 
he thought that 
maybe he could do 
Hamlet, it was too 
late. So he told me to 
doit while can, dont 
let it be too late. And 1 
would like to do it. It 


Gia Ə- 


is one of the more 
frightening ideas ever 
but I think it would be 
great to do Hamlet in 
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house for the family 
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE SHE'S 38? 

Eula Valdez—who's been 
Amor Powers, ZsaZsa Zaturnah 
and many other quaint charac- 
ters in between—isn't finished 
reinventing herself. “I want to 
design clothes, direct movies, 
skydive, race cars ... life is so 
short, we should make the most 
fit.” 

She shares her 13 secrets for 
happiness as Marie Claire's cover 
girl for July. Here's one: “I believe 
in karma, in seeing the bigger pic- 
ture. I must have done something 
really good in the past.” 

We take it she's ... happy. 


2years ina row 

Katrina Halili has been named 
Sexiest Woman by FHM mag. 
‘That's two years in a row that 
she’s been on the list. Last year’s 
tide holder, Angel Locsin, has 
slipped to second place. We spot- 


KATRINA Halili 


Nokia N70 
Scoops Top 


Industry 
Accolade 


World’s Top Selling 3G Device 
Named ‘Best Mobile Entertainment 
Handset’ 

Espoo, Finland — Nokia today an- 
nounced that the Nokia N70 multi- 
media computer has been awarded 
“Best Mobile Entertainment Hand- 
set” at the annual Mobile Entertain- 
ment Awards, the Meffys. The device 
beat off stiff 

competition to take the top spot at 
this industry awards ceremony held 

n London, 

The Nokia N70 perfectly illus- 
trates Nokia’s commitment to offer- 
ing powerful, all-inclusive handsets 
that aid people in their daily lives. In 
‘Addition to a range of smartphone 
Features including web browsing and 
‘email, it is also a pocketable enter- 
tainment device. Users can take high 
quality photos with its 2 megapixel 
camera, listen to music on the inte- 
grated digital music player and 
stream video over 3G. 

The Meffys, organised by the Mo- 
bile Entertainment Forum, are the in- 
dustry’s official benchmark for mea- 
goring success and rewarding inno- 
vating in mobile entertainment. The 
fop entries in cach category were 
chosen by a panel of independent in- 
dustry, media and analyst experts and 
the winners were announced by top 
DJ Pete Tong at a ceremony coincid- 
ing with the Mobile Entertainment 
“Market (MEM) 2006 in London in 
“May. 

Patrick Parodi, MEF Global Chair, 
commented: “The 2006 Meffys have 
been a fiercely contested event with a 
wealth of high quality entries. The 
winners reflect the hot trends which 
‘will be shaping and driving the mo- 
bile entertainment industry forward 
in the coming year.” 

“This award is a fantastic endorse- 


PHILIPPINE GAIL INQUIRER == 


ENTERTAIN MENT 
Eula Valdez: I must have done something really good 


ted Iwa Moto's name in the top 
17. When does a girl become a 
woman? 


Not so Lucky Me 

An e-email from PR consultant 
Susan Joven called our attention 
to an item in this section on 
June 1, which named Nik- 
ki Gil, based on an infor- 
mation dispatch, as the 
newest endorser of a 
brand of Lucky Me instant 
noodles. 

Susan clarified: "We contract- 
ed [Nikki's] services for publicity 
only—celebrating people on the 
go... who are able to balance 
school, work, family, and self. An 
advertising endorsement was not 
part of our agreement with het” 


More for Sam 
This one, we're sure, is an ad- 
vertising endorsement: Sam Mil- 


series 


by singing “There's More,” the 
jingle for Centrum multi-vita- 
mins. 

Yes, singing. 

“Tm an everything person,” 
Sam says. “I just want everything. 
T want to be a professional mo- 

tocross racer, I want to do char- 

ity work. I want to be 


RUSHES known as someone who 


makes people happy.” 
Got it. 


Honeymoon begins 

SYDNEY, Australia— Aus- 
tralia’s hottest celebrity couple, 
Nicole Kidman and Keith Ur- 
ban, jetted out of Sydney on 
Monday, likely bound for a se- 
cluded honeymoon getaway on 
the golden sands of the South 
Pacific. 

The Oscar-winning actress ex- 
changed vows with the Grammy 
award-winning country music 


star in a tearful, candlelit ceremo- 
ny overlooking the Pacific late 
Sunday. 

The newlyweds kept a low- 
profile Monday, emerging o 
have lunch with family at a luxu- 
ry waterfront hotel. Kidman, 39, 
appeared relaxed in a black and 
white dress topped with a black 
cardigan, while the 38-year-old 
country ‘music superstar wore 
Jeans and a light blue T-shirt. 

The pair were spotted board- 
ing Kidman’s private jet on Mon- 
day evening. They have been 
tight-lipped about their immedi- 
ate post-wedding plans, but local 
media have widely tipped either 
Fiji or Tahiti as the most likely 
honeymoon destinations. AP 


Goldie’s daughter 

NEW YORK— Kate Hudson 
knows it can be hard for some 
people to separate her from her 


Hear new. 


ANGEL Locsin 


famous mom, Goldie Hawn. 

“You can feel it when you walk in- 
to an audition,” she told Vogue for 
its July issue. “T would always do the 
best I could, but I knew that if 1 was 
having an off day there would have 
been people sitting there whispering 
‘Goldie Hawn's daughter is horrible. 
She should really choose another ca- 
reer” ap 


ment for the underlining strategy be- 
hind the Nokia Nseries in terms of of- 
fering one single device for con- 
sumers to enjoy enterta 
ever and wherever they want,” com- 
mented Tapio Hedman, senior vice 
president, marketing, Multimedia, 
Nokia. “The Nokia N70 is the top 
seller within the Nokia Nseries range 
of multimedia computers and we are 
delighted that the industry has recog- 
ised the full range of entertainment 
features it offers consumers,” 

For further information on the Mo- 
bile Entertainment Awards 2006, 
please visit www.m-e-forg 


ment when- 


7 


Enjoy 3G with the highly-acclaimed Nseries multimedia 
computers - Nokia N70, N71, N80, N90, and N91. 


Experience video calls, MP3 downloads, high-resolution streaming and internet browsing at remarkably high speed. 
With all these winning features, there is hardly any doubt why Nokia leads the way in 3G. 


Nokia N70 
“Editors Choice Award” 
ANET AS 


Nokia NAO 
“Best Mobile Imaging Device 
in Europe 2006" 
echnical Image Press Assocation 


Nokia N90 
“European Media 
Phone of the Year 2005-2006” 
turopean Imaging and Sound AssouavON 


Nokia N91 


“Mobile Innovation Awards 2005” 
Laptop Magazine 


Nokia Nseries 
See new. Hear new. Do new. 


NOKIA 
Connecting People 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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IDoNT WRONG? 
FEEL So 


MY STOMACH 1S ALL 
‘GUEASY... MY HEAD 
1S ACHING... THIS 
THEATER MUST HAVE 
KRYPTONITE INIT. 


OR FT MIGHT BE THE 
LARGE POPCORN AND 
‘Sik BAGS OF SOUR 
PATCH KDS YOUVE 
EATEN. 


ia 
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ONE 
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PANO BANAN? 
IN-ABOLISH NA NI 


Listen, You -YourE 
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Boss! NOW GET IN 
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FReezer. I WANT To see 
if THat SNeWBALL +HAt 
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WAtCH OUT. I'S 
A Little FRISKY. 


PROBLEMA MO, MEHN. 
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NAguBUO SA L008 NG, 

TIGYIRUYAT: BUT! NEA 
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TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


MIKROKOSMOS 


Tuwa ko AT WALANG 
EXERCISE. LATE PA 
aig GISING ko 


DATI, PANAY S tours LANGE 


„NGAYON, NAG BAGONG, 
BURAY NA ko: GUMI- 
GISING NA kone 7AM 
PARA MAG-JDaGine! 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


E SHuRS PA RIN 
ANG TULoe ko BL 
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swab 
5 Ina stack 


10 Lapland nomad 
14 Roughly 


15 Slacken 


16 Writer Bagnold 
17 Manhandle 


18 O'Toole role 
20 Of the stars 


22 “Butterfield 8° 
author 


23 O'Toole role 


25 People with 
pads 

27 Bookplate, 
briefly 


28 Hindu 
incarnation 


31 Freezes 


progress 
33 Mont. neighbor 


34 /Noun-forming f 
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38 Austrian article [07 
39 O'Toole role 


42 Gallery display 

43 Rick's flame in 
“Casablanca” 

45 Feathery scart 

46 Come back to 

48 Ripe for 
mariage 
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52 Turnover, e.g. 
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57 Plant of the ily 
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58 Foundling 
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62 State of shock 
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70 Unmovi 
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35 Watts of “Le 
Divorce” 
36 Hamper 


ancestors 
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Islam 
44 Old 


By John Underwood 
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11 Kofi of the U.N. 
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40 King of France 
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‘YOU BORN TODAY: You have many practical sis. You have great mon- 
ey savy. You often develop a particular technique to an excellent degree. 
You're aso ambitious to succeed. (This is qute a winning combo.) No 
mater how extroverted or introverted you are. you have a very private 
Ie. The year ahead mught be one ot the most powerful years or your te. 
Open any door. Expect a muraciet 
Birthdate ot: Rai! Schumacher, Formula 1 driver; Vincent 0'Onolrio, ac- 
Can get a lovely boost 


tor: Rupert Graves. actor 
with famiy. Lay out 2 today. People. think 
spread. Show mem you love highly of you. You can defintely 
atract opportunities to eam mon- 
Nov. 21}: Opportuni- 
tes to trave! or further 
your education or 
Keep your eyes open. Act on any- 
tung tht comes your way. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
benefit you today. in- 
hemtances, estates 
and shared property wil favor you. 
CAPRICORN (Doc. 22 
R) io san. 19): This san 
excellent day to enjoy 
tends. Discussions 
about philosophy, travel and rel- 
Don wil interest you 
extremely wel at work 
today. Your health 
a great way lo ond your week 
PISCES (Fob. 19 10 
fun are on your menu 
today. Get out and en- 
oy yoursall, Have fun at happy 
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May 20): You feei 
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ing. and buying and seting 
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5 vored today. Whatev 
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July 22): Today the 
Sun is in your sign. 
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for you) wil be re- 
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© ‘making a lovely as- 
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popular day! Accept 
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SHOW 
TIME 


& Co 


THE BAND CALLED 
mrGod & Co, which 
regrouped and per- 
formed in a major gig 
last year, is the main 
act in a benefit con- 
cert, titled “mmMa- 
ma Mi Verde,” tomor- 
row at the Allegria 
Ballroom of the 
Manila Pavilion Ho- 
tel, 

The members of 
mrGod & Co are Ed- 
dyBoy Villacorta, Bob 
de Castro, Janice Ce- 
lestial, Walter Estoes- 
ta (vocals), Tom 
Galang (bass gui- 
tarist), Jun Manuel 
(lead guitarists) and 
Marito Moreno 
(drummer). 


Adult school 

“mmMama Mi 
Verde,” is organized 
by La Salle High 
School batches 1966, 
1968 and 1969, Pro- 
ceeds of the show 
will benefit the La 
Salle Greenhills (LS- 
GH) Foundation and 
the La Salle Adult 
Night School. 

According to Villa- 
corta, the LSGH has 
been organizing out- 
reach programs in 
the past years, "But 
only this year has a 
foundation been 
formed and named 
after the school.” 

The foundation 
aims to grant schol- 
arships to indigent 
children. 

mrGod & Co was 
formed in 1969 as De 
LaSalle University’s 
high school band. Tt 
broke up four years 
later, with each mem- 
ber ' joining other 
bands. Vinoya sand 
in hotels with such 
groups as Imperials, 
Birth of & Cool and, 
later, The Rubber- 
bands with De Cas- 
tro. 

Villacorta and De 
Gastro appeared in 
TV shows like "Stop, 
Look, Listen,” “Win. 
nie Powell TV Show,” 
and “Repertory 
Philippines TV” 

Moreno was a 
member of the Ulti- 
mate Jury Band with 
his cousin Tillie. 


Face-off 

Last year, mrGod & 
Co regrouped and 
performed in what 
Villacorta called, “a 
face-off with a band 
from Ateneo [Univer- 
sity],” at the Cap- 
tain’s Bar of Man- 
darin Oriental Hotel. 

Celestial first per- 
formed with mrGod 
& Co in that gig. 

‘Tomorrow's guest 
performers are bands 
DC Aftershock, Petri- 
fied Anthem and 
GreenGang, with 
Atek Jacinto as key- 
boardist. 


Today 

+ Nina in “Very 
Manilow" at the Mu- 
sie Museum, Call 
721-6726. 

*Roselle Nava 
with guest Reuben 
Laurente at Zirkoh, 
Angeles, Pampanga 

“RJ "n Friends 
and Moonstrucks at 
RJTV Bar 

*Go Girls album 
launch at Bronx 
Dance Bar 

*Fat Session at 
Tavern on the 
Square 

*Cascades 2006 
World Tour in Davao 
City 

*MTV Live Ses- 
sions at Café Lupe 
featuring Orange 
and Lemons 

*Solace at SM 
North Edsa 
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Robinsons Place Imus 
JULY 02 (Sunday) 
1:00 - 5:00PM 
Robinsons Galleria 


MALL ACTIVITY CENTER 
MTRCB Rating: G 


At the Activity Center 


You 
Know... 


More than 


astaiker 

LOS ANGELES— ` 
Actor John Cusack is 
seeking a restraining 
order against a wom- 
an he claims has been 
stalking him for more 
than 18 months. 

In papers filed Fri- 
day in Superior 
Court, Cusack re- 
quested that 31-year- 
old Emily Leather- 
man stay at least 150 
meters away from 
him, his home, his 
work, his car, and of- 
fices or companies in 
which he does busi- 
ness. 

The documents in- 
dicate that Leather- 
man has no known 
address and identify 
her as a transient. 

“This person is ... 
throwing long letters 
of interest over my 
fence in bags with 
rocks and screw- 
drivers inside, mak- 
ing unannounced vis- 
its to offices of people 
1 work with in an at- 
tempt to meet with 
me and listing my ad- 
dress as her own,” 
‘Cusack said in the re- 
quest. AP 
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Ayala Contar Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Market! -886 7519 


7272; rom 10am to 8pm 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS FAS 48745, 11-90 


4 me Laxe nouse | 5 


Foko 


KINSEY, 


"SUPERMAN RETURNS 
2:45, 5:30, 8:45, 12:00 
Gamuresn SENS 


Tae FAST ® 
THE FURIOUS: 


GLORIETTA 


Gsuperman RETURNS|7 SUPERMAN 


TN 


a RETURNS 
Retall Carers & Jobs. 


‘SUPERMAN RETURNS june 2810 28,2008 


Philippina Retailers Association's 


Gary V Live In concert! 
July 1, 2006 
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SCARY MOVIE 4 


SCARY MOVIE 4 


5 SUPERMAN RETURNS 


Sony Summer Pleasures 2008 
‘June 18 to July 12, 2008 


(Ode To The Pasig River 
june 27 to August 27, 2008 


_————_— 
JAZZ AND MORE feat. Mon David w Bituin Eacalents 


daly. 8, 2008 


Č po og, pal cheer B91S6 10 or 20S E 


Go FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET» 
Reserve your seat by texting SURESEATS GB3 ` 
362533 (Globe) or 21 (Smar) 
Or log on to www, suressats com for web reservation 
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Men, music & 
masquerades 


Achat with ‘70s icons, 
the Village People 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


“DISCO NEVER DIED. THEY JUST CHANGED 
its name,” says the Village People, the iconic 
sextet who became known for their hits “In the 
Navy,” “YMCA,” “You Can't Stop the Music” and 
“Macho Man.” The group met with the local 
press on Wednesday garbed in full costume, ex- 
pressing elation over the chance to perform 
with fellow disco-era singers Sister Sledge at 
the Araneta Coliseum tomorrow. Both groups 
will also perform at the retro-themed “Bench 
Fever” underwear and denim show tonight. 

Formed in the late "70s by producer Jacques 
Morali, the Village Peo- 
ple, regularly dressed 
up as quintessential 
male authority figures, 
was named after New 
York City’s gay-friendly 
Greenwich Villa. 

“It was his idea to 
put together different 
American stereotypes,” 
says “Construction 
Worker” David Hodo. 
“We [just] added a few 
characters.” 

‘The group has sold 
millions of records 
worldwide for 
decades. 

Kathy Sledge be- 
lieves that the Vilage 
Peoples and her 
group's songs have re- 
mained resonant after 
all these years because 
of their perfect blend 
of light and catchy 
lyrics, "Whats most ex- 
citing is the resurgence 
of our music. 1 guess 
you can say its time- 
Jess. It makes people 
happy. There's nothing 
heavy about it. Thats 
what music should do. 
With We Are Family” 
there's the magic of 
spontaneity. The song 
‘sablessing” 

Original members 
Hodo and Alex Briley 
("The Soldier”) elabo- 
rates on the Village 
People’s changing fan 
base, their David 
Bowie-inspired phase, 
and being recognized 
as icons of a flamboy- 
ant musical era: 


How has the group 
changed musically? 

Hodo: We pretty 
much do the same 
thing weve always 
done. It’s a recipe that 
continues to work for 
us. 

Briley: The only 
thing that’ different is, 
children of the fans 
from the '70s are com- 
ing to see us now. 


How diverse are 
your fans? 

Hodo: Nowadays, 
little children in school 
are taught “YMCA.” 


How does it feel to 
be gay icons? 

Hodo: Its fabulous! 
Were not only gay 
icons, we're icons for a 
decade. We've been a 
punch line in every 
movie, in every sitcom. 


How different is it 
tobe a popular group 
that has gay mem- 
bers? 

Hodo: There are 
gay members in every 
band. Trust me, we 
know! We're the only 
ones that have been 
‘open about it through 
the years, but we don't 
really point people out. 


Please describe your 
place in the music 
scene now, as op- 
posed to disco's hey- 
day. 
Hodo: The world is 
a harsher place now 
than it was in the 70s. 
But people still wanna 
havea good time. 

Briley: We're glad 
were still working; 
that there are still peo- 
ple around the world- 
Who listen to our music 
and see us, 

Hodo: And they say, 
“Thank you, you 
brought back so many 
wonderful memories?” 
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WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 


AMERICA'S SEXUAL AWAKENING 
Chris 0' Dennell Peter Sarsgaard Jeha Lithgow 
Liam Neeson Laura Linney 


KINSEY 


Based on a True Story 


Let's talk about sex. 
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NOW SHOWING EXCLUSIVELY AT 
GREENBELT 1 CINEMAS 
MTRcH Rating: Rostricted 18 (For Adulte Only) / Approved Without Cuts 


WARNING TO THE PUBLIC: Film contains pervasive sexual content 
Including graphic images and descriptions 
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“+ Matt-channel sound that makes you 
feel you are in the middle of the movie 


+ Accurate, clear & sharp images, 
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AMANDA 
BYNES 


To get the guy 
of her dreams, 
One girl is really 
going overboard. 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS « THX 
1230 340 650 10:00 


*’s. CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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1:00 4:10 720. 10:30 


7 LAKE HOUSE 
110 320 5:30 7:40 950 


3 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1030 140 450 8:00 


8 THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS 3 
1240 300 5:20 7:40 10:00 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
11:00 2:10 520 8:30 


9 SCARY MOVIE 4 
425 3:30 5:35 740 9:50 


5 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1200 310 620 9:30 
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10 THE NUN 
4:40 345 5:50 7:55 10:00 


536-7809 to 12 


1230 345 7:00 10:10 


2AN AMERICAN HAUNTING 
1200 1-40 320 5:00 640 820 10:00 
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1030 145 s00 8:15 


11:30 4:15 3:00 
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THE NUN 


4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
1130 245 600 915 


1 SCARY MOVIE 4 
100 300 500 700 900 


7LAKEHOUSE 11:20 1:10 3:00 


THEFASTAND THE FURIOUS $30 7:30 


682-8193 + 682-8199 
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3 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
200 530 900 
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130 5:00 830 
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8 LAKE HOUSE 
400 3:00 500 7:00 900 
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2 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
3 LAKE HOUSE / SUPERMAN RETURNS 


4 SCARY MOVI 


BUY YOUR 
SUPERMAN RETURNS. and 


KETS to 


Got 1 SUPERMAN RETURNS... magnot for 
a minimum single purchase of 3 regular 
tickets, 

Get 2 SUPERMAN RETURNS. magnets 


1d 


for a minimum single purchase of more 


than 3 regular tickets. 
FOR GALLERIA, MANILA, & METRO EAST BRANCHES. 
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4 SUPERMAN RETURNS 
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1 CHAOS 
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Perfect Gift“ 


AllYear Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts foc volume purchases! 
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Sun is now 


291 more cities and municipalities 
will be able to enjoy Sun Cellular’s 
best value services. 


We've been investing P11 billion every year for more cell 
sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, our 
network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers by 
year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Our extended 
coverage meets the increasing public demand for better 
value services. So whether it's business partners or loved 
ones, we provide you with 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 24/7 
Text Unlimited and Daylight Call & Text Unlimited so you 
always stay in touch. 


With more network capacity, we can now double our 


subscribers in Metro Manila, Visayas, Mindanao, Northern 
and Southern Luzon to give you much better services. 


Make that switch now! 


sat onas AAST SSE ea 


ais anmiana tae 


ai 


= 
Oe 
a 
2w 
sa 
= 


CELLULA 


Better network, better value. 
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U PARTY 


successful? 

Lers look at this 
one. 

A tiff between 
two industry giants 
was settled, a chick 
flick with a power- 
house cast was 
cooked up, laughter 


rose above all other 5 


sounds. 

Ruffa Gutierrez, 
birthday girl, 
marked her, uh, she 
“stopped counting 
at 21”... with dinner 


PRETTY guest Dawn 
Zulueta 


IN 
B'DAY girl Ruffa G 


Party! 
Party! 


at Le Souffle in 
Rockwell, hosted by 
cosmetic surgeon 


Manny Calayan and | 


his dermatologist- 
wife Pie 


The guestlist was} 


impressive, even by 
show bizs glam 
standards. The 
friends-again big- 
wigs are Lily Mon- 
teverde and Wilson 
Tieng. We can prob- 
ably expect 
Gretchen Barretto, 


Dawn Zulueta, Pops f 
Fernandez and Ruf- | 


fa to topbill the 


chick flick, to be di- | 


rected by Eric 


į Quizon. 


a 
DONITA Rose and JP 


TWO MORE pretty guests, Gretchen 


Stars Living was 
there. 


à 


Barretto and Pops Fernandez 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


T DEPENDS ON MY 

mood,” 17-year-old 

singer Lourdes Vir- 
ginia “Lovi” Poe sums up 
her fashion sense. 

She describes her clothing style 
as unpredictable, like a teen's 
temperament, As a rule,g/ 
though, this high school senior 
from Colegio de San Agustin is 
a minimalist off-cam. 

“I dress simply” she says. 
“And I don't like jewelry.” 

Her only must-have accesso- $ 
ry is her Chanel or Gucci watch. 

When she’s malling with 
friends, she's usually just ing, 
jeans, her hair in a pony tail. 
But since joining show biz, she’s 
has learned to glam it up a bit.” 
She recently turned heads at thé 
MYX and Awit Awards red carpet. 3 
And during the launch of her 
Sony-BMG CD, “The Best of MYA.: 
Heart,” Lovi was dressed to thrills, 


for one,” she says. 

She has her grand debut next year mapped 
out, down to the smallest detail: “The theme 
is rock-glam.” As for her gown? “It will be 
unique, elegant but with a rock-star quality.” 

What's the real Lovi like? “Fun-low- 
ing. Iseem serious on-cam, but I know 
SHOW howto enjoy lifer 
STOPPERS The humor could well be courtesy of 

Hee dad, the late Action King Fernando Poe 

Jt. “1 also inherited his love for people,” 
says Lovi. On the other hand, she has a prag- 
matic side, like her mom, former model-ac- 
tress Rowena Moran, 

Mom is also her fashion advisor. Lovi ex- 
plains: “My mom is very practical. She'd wear 
whatever is available, but she can also be very 
stylish. She jazzed up the jeans I wore to the 
MYX event with beadwork and peek-a-boo 
slits because I wanted to look like a rock star 
that night.” 

She counsels young girls to heed their in- 
stinets when choosing clothes. “Go for com- 
fort. And don't stick to one style. Experiment. 
Mix and match.” 

But she advises them to take it easy when 
shopping. “I personally don't like spending 
hard-earned money. I'm saving up for my 
planned business ventures, a boutique and a 
restaurant.” 

Guess what her future Filipino diner will be 
called? The girl smiles and says, “Kain na 
Poe!” 


LOVI in a powder blue { 
strapless dress that she 

bought from XinGlorietta. | 
Sheworeittoateacher’s + 
wedding. 


asides SS 
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LOCATON CROWNE PLAZA GALLERIA MANA 
SPECAL THANKS TO TRE CHAVEZ 


wardrobe. 

Young designer Angelo Estera makes her 
clothes, she says. She first noticed Angelo's 
work as she passed by his boutique in Quezon 

City. “I made a mental note to ask him to 
make my prom dress.” 
Prom night coincided with her birthday 
(Feb. 11). Together, Lovi and Angelo 
whipped up a white-and-gold num- 
x ber. Her only spec: “I want to look 
like a goddess.” 

The result was “simply beauti- 
ful.” She was declared Prom 
Princess. 

Buta prince-lesé one. 

“My other friends had dates, 
but I didn’t have time to look 


and gave Stars Living a sneak peek into her T 


GAMELY, she strikes an FPJ 
pose in an old pair of jeans her 


er... jazzed up! “Groovy’ 
mom ripped out the back 
pockets. 

‘The white tank top is from 
Bayo, and the cobalt blue see- 
thru bolero isa gift from mom. 


RAYMOND, not Richard 
Gutierrez 


WITH Assunta de Rossi 


Age 1 is the Discovery Stage. Your child starts to walk and explore the world around him. 


He needs protection now, more than ever, for him to discover the world and go further. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Janice de Belen k 
“MY all-time favorite book is "Being Happy: A Handbook to Greater and Security” by Andrew Matthews. It attempts, 
to answer all your questions about how to achieve ultimate happiness. It tries to teach its readers that happiness is int 
how you look at things; that it cannot be bought. 
It’s very light and simple. It even has illustrations. You'll find yourself saying, “Oo nga, 'no?” 
1 gave copies to friends as gifts. Meanwhile, Matthews has visited Manila, and the book has been translated to Filz 
ino.” Marinel R. Cruz 


at the UGF, Centermall| 


Bas Ys 
RUFFA with actor-director Eric Quizon, who may do 
the next big chick flick. 


Maria Ressa 
TM currently reading “Bad News: The De- 
cline of Reporting, the Business of News and R 
the Danger to Us All” by Tom Fenton, a senior this week 
European correspondent for CBS News. I f ae 
worked with his son, Tom Jr, at CNN. The ‘| 
book discusses how news is infiuenced by 
business. It points to the pitfalls... things I 
want to avoid now that I'ma TV executive (for 
ABS-CBN). I think television news is on a 
[downward trend] and we need to stop it. 
Bayani San Diego Jr. 


JOLINA hosts the 
‘unusual party 


PINKY Amador and 
Maribeth Bichara 


1e-scan dance 


EVE it. A bone scan density 
ad celebs trooping to Glori- 
cently, in spite of a tropical 
storm. 
Ise would lead the pack but 
en of Songs Pilita Corrales, 
a still do her signature back 
bend when performing? 
sent was track athlete Elma 
das, dance instructor Mari- PILITA Corrales’ turn 
a, TV dance star Regine To- 
and stage performers Pinky 
Marquez and Pinky Amador. 
s-actress Jolina Magdangal 
event sponsored by Anlene 
ubbed “Glorietta Save Your 
eYour Life Mega Bone Scan 
Over 1,200 women came to 
y the health-conscious stars’ 
lead. 
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Brenan, Michael & 
Charmaine wail Tour 


July 1, 2006 
Saturday + 5PM 
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TOF ana Pro 1879 Lewsey Amon vtt 
Free Registration: 11AM 
Kiddie Activities (coloring 
& painting contests): 1PM 
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Neste! 
introducing new NIDO. T+ 
with Laciobaciius PROTECTUS™ 


the latest innovation in milk nutrition 
The 3-Point Revolution 


1. The Only Milk With Live 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ 


NIDO 1+ is the first to introduce Lactobacillus 
PROTECTUS™ in a milk powder. It is a live 
microorganism that helps build your child's 
body defenses. 


2 How It Works 


Once NIDO 1+ is mixed with water, the 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ multiplies by 
the millions and when consumed start to 
boost your child's immune system. 


3 Active Protection And More! 


NIDO 1+ also has Prebio' — a unique blend of 
natural fiber — and essential vitamins and 
minerals that further strengthen his immune. 
system. Plus DHA for visual and mental 
development. £ 


TENETS 


š 
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‘Continuous Drinking = Continuous Protection 


mi Fasnia 


The NIDO Nutrition System 


The Nestlé Research Center 


This milk innovation was scientifically developed by the Nestlé Research Center 
in Switzerland, a pioneer in nutrition research. The Nestlé Research Center's 
scientists, doctors and nutritionists work constantly to improve nutritional standards 
the world over. 


Protecting 
theworld’s 4 


Enjoy a whole new going-out experience at the new Greenhills Shopping 
Center. Get to Shop & Live life to the fallest with countess shopping finds, 
entertainment options, various dining choices plus spacious parking areas 
‘and improved amenities & services to complete the experience. 


TET Shop & Live! 


www greenhills com ph 


2ND WEEK! 


For music 
& muscles 


JOEY GENEROSO 
2 Before our house was built, my wife and 
ò [already agreed that the attic would 
| bemy space. Thatis where! 
| keep myworkout 
, equipment and musical 
j instruments. 


FAVORITE 
Nooxs 


Ido my cardio and weight 
training there when Ihave no 
time to go to the gym. 1 

reise for about two hours. L 


“We give you STRAIGHT satisfaction | 


|? Reve two treadmills. Sometimes, my wite 

4 joins me. Working out at home is really 

21 convenient. The shower room is just 

| downstairs, I can rest whenever I want, plus, 1 

Î| don'thave to dress up. I can wear my oldest 
shirts and shorts. 


843-3666 / 887- 0357 
www.goingstraight.com.ph 


NOW OPEN: SM City Clark & SM Mall of Asia 
Marinel R. Cruz 


NURTURE HER WITH HUGS AND KISSES 
NOURISH HER WITH NESLAC 
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‘th Uo wholesome goodness of NESLAC. 


‘THE RIGHT KIND OF TASTE 


Your chile ie boune to love the taste of NESLAC's 
<yo.ous honey goounoss Wnan sha lovas It, 


THE RIGHT AMOUNT AND BALANCE 
OF NOURISHMENT 


YOU AND ME, AND NESLAC. 
JUST RIGHT. 


NESLAC Hanoy Groug Un ii oraitdtnhene paco win pour 
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‘vlan ond merala cruca to her dovalonment. 
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BSP Aee rates unchanged 


US Fed seen raising interest rate today 


JUNE 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


iP 53.550 $ i 


Asof5 pa 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE POLICY-MAKING MONETARY BOARD OF THE BANGKO SEN- 
tral ng Pilipinas yesterday decided to keep key overnight interest 
rates unchanged despite pressures from an expected increase in US 


Fed rates. 

The US Federal Reserve Board is poised to 
raise its policy rates today, and the impact of 
such a move had been causing volatility in 
global financial markets. Analysts also expect 
another rate increase during the Fed's next 
meeting in August. 

‘On the local front, the peso had fallen to 
years lows against the dollar and local stocks 
tumbled as foreign funds left. Higher US i 


denominated instruments. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said 
the BSP’s policy-making board maintained 
the 7.5 percent rate for overnight borrowing 
and 9.75 percent for overnight lending, the 
same levels prevailing since October last year. 

“The Monetary Board believed that the evi 
dence on current and expected inflation con- 
tinues to support the maintenance of pe 


E-mail: business@inguirer.com.ph 


HOMEGROWN National Bookstore is setting up a store in Hong 


Kong, its first overseas, 


is September. 


National Bookstore 
expands overseas 


terest rates normally attract funds to dollar- 


Peso continues to weaken 
on interest rate worries 


‘THE PESO YESTERDAY TOUCHED 
asixmonth low of 53.65 to a dollar 
(on worries over rising interest rates 
in the United States before dosing 
firmer at 53.55 on suspected 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas inter- 
vention. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


ing at China as a possible target 
for expansion but it has yet to 
carefully study this plan since En- 
glish was not widely spoken in 
that market. j 

“It is a .dream,” Ramos 
stressed, clarifying further that 
there were no plans to expand in- 
to China as ofthis time. 

Ramos also clarified that the 
country’s biggest bookstore chain 
was not in a rush to raise new 
funds from a possible initial pub 

NATIONAL/B4 


BERETS INSIDE: 
E Franchising 
isaliveand 

wellinRP /B5 
E Gov't lowers 
borrowing 

target /B12 


NATIONAL BOOKSTORE INC. IS 
foraying into the competitive 
Hong Kong market as it sets up its 
first overseas book shop at the 
Kowloon area in September next 
year, NBS president Alfredo 
Ramos said. 

He said the sophisticated Hong 
Kong consumer market was at- 
tractive because of the English 
proficiency ofits people. 

Ramos said NBS was also look- 


(Gee stock market reporton Page B4) 


Stocks up 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.9-PERCENT HIGH- 
er yesterday, snapping a three-day losing streak 
ina technical rebound inspired by the overnight 
uptum on Wall Street, dealers said. 

However, volume was thinner than usual, 
with investors waiting for decisions on in- 

STOCKS/ 52 


‘The local currency opened at 
its intraday low of 53.65:$1 
ahead of the BSP's own rate-set- 
ting meeting. 

In line with market consensus, 
the BSP announced at the end of 
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SSS amenable to joint 


sale of stake in EPCIBank 


. | Awaits high court decision on pensioners’ suit 


|| By Michelle V. Remo Supreme Court rule in favor of GSIS, which serves govern- shares in the bank if they would 
the SSS, then they would enter- ment employees, earlier said it be able to hold a substantial 
| THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM tain proposals for the sale of its had backed out ofa plan toimme- stake. 
4 said ir would consider the propos- shares in the bank, including a diately sell it shares in the bank, While believing a joint sale 
Slof the Government Service In- joint sale with the shares of saying it was better if the SSS with the SSS would help the two 
surance System to jointly sell GSIS, saying the move would would be jointly selling itsshares. pension funds get a better deal, 
their shares in Equitable-PCl substantially help beef up its The SSS has 29-percent share in Garcia admitted such a plan 
Bank to get a better deal. fund. the bank. would not be easy to pursue as of 
SSS president Corazon dela “If the price is right, then we GSIS president and general the moment given the court case 
Paz told reporters that the pen- will sell our shares,” Dela Pazsaid manager Winston Garcia had faced bythe SSS. 
sion fund was open to the idea of in an interview at the sidelines of been trying to convince the SSS As it held off plans to sell 
a joint sale, but that serious talks the 84th anniversary celebration to sell its stake in Equitable-PCI shares in the bank, GSIS said the 
Veriton 7800 about the proposal could only of Isla Lipana & Co. held in together with the GSIS in the be- pension fund would aggressively 
4 push through once the SSS hur- Makati Wednesday night. lief that a joint sale would attract engage in other income-generat- 
“tal Pensiuni D Processor £20 supporting Dua Core Processing dles a pending case in the The SSS said the actuarial life a higher price. ing activities, such as investing in. 
+ conan mirosne Windows® XP Professional Supreme Court. ofits fund was recently estimated “Investors would be willing to foreign-denominated instru- 
‘intel® 9456 Chipset | "A group of pensioners filed to last until 2031. But Dela Paz buyifthey would be getting ama- ments. 
O2 x 256G (1204 DORZ RAMIGOGS HOD SATA 2 7200p) with the high tribunal a case said income-generating initia- jority stake in the bank, but the Garcia said the GSIS has about 
ere t pon e aaa ‘questioning the legality of earlier tives were still needed to further GSIS only has 13 percent,” Garcia P250 billion worth of funds avail- 
VDICORW Combo Drive / 3.5* 1.44MB FOD plans of the SSS to sell shares in stabilize the health of the fund of told reporters ina briefing. able for investments. The GSIS 
Acat 15" CRT Monitor 7 USB Keyboard 8 Optical Mouse wi internal speaker the bank at a price allegedly dis- the SSS, which provides socialse- Garcia earlier said there were was looking at investing half of it 
AEEA ESEN advantageous to its stakeholders. i for private sector employ- three investors—two of them for- in domestic instruments and the 


Dela Paz said that should the eign—who were willing to buy other half in foreign placements. 
SRP: 50,50 


= | BSP keeps rates unchanged rons 


‘| settings in the meantime,” pressures, while latest BSP fore- But Tetangco warned of fur- “Rising global interest rates 
Tetangco said. casts remain suggestive of a de- ther upside risks to inflation willbe closely monitored, in view 
“Core inflation and other re- celeration in inflation in the sec- linked mainly to movements in of their impact on capital move- 

cent data continue to paint a sce- ond half, leading to within-target global oil prices. ments and inflation,” he added. 

nario of limited demand-based inflation in 2007,” he said. “In the near term, the current A narrowing gap between 
high oil price environmentislike- Philippine and foreign interest 

3 E lytobesustained given atightde- rates makes the local currency 

Ker achoe Poa tes Ae 4 WAREHOUSE SAL E mand-supply balance in theinter- and other peso-denominated as- 

j June 30 to July 08, 2006 national oil market,” he said. sets less attractive, causing for- 

SRP: 43,500 j Along with likely adjustments eign investors to sell. This, in 
Eee] inlocal power costs, Tetangco said turn, puts pressure on the peso as 
Veriton z800 the high crude oil price regime foreign investors convert the pro- 
ee AEEA was pointing toa continuingenvi- ceeds into dollars—inflating de- 
Seon sco ronment of supply-side pressures. mand for the greenback. A sharp 
“Such a prospect increases the local currency depreciation then 

risks to inflation expectations and drives up inflation by bloating the 

the likelihood of second-round country’s import ill. 

TILA Geer ned pe ai effects, particularly on wage-set- Tetangco cautioned that the 


Shi naua et ting,” the BSP said. Monetary Board remained strong- 
em] ly committed to 
SRP: 40,500 H achieving the infla- 
sy aay pars er “SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only | D cor ER SPECIALIST tion target for 2007 
Regula Prce SALE PRICE! 5 and would be ready 

Napici White ase a| 2-24-9517! P 16,950. to act “upon evidence 
s4 Top Mount white esma 229-950, P 19,950. [4 TONET of escalating risks to 

ore ti n 1e: Side by Side White _|2169:050. P 95,950. em ua nom mia the outlook for infla- 
5 a a 440- 3286. tion and to inflation 


oD | | expectations.” 
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dex rose 18.56 points 
Make this school yearan ultra cool year! All the gadgets You need for | a 2,084.62 after 
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2,066.06 and 
2,090.68. Volume 
+ was 350.55 million 
shares worth 


intel; | | P897.48 million. 
i The broader all- 
| | shares index gained 
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Taipans lose SC cases 


TAIPAN ALFONSO YUCHENG- emption from trademark prohibi- ‘Sy’sMulti-Realty Development Sr. gave the CA a review course on specifically classified a three-kilo- 
cois not alone in getting licked tions. COCKTALES Corp. built the upscale condo rulesof prescription. meter radius from the Philcomsat 
at the Supreme Court this Tanduay said it needed to re- across from the Manila Peninsula Incidentally, from the 1979 earth station in Baras, Rizal, as 
month. So is fellow taipan Lu- use its own bottles at least five in the early 1970s, retaining 98 price of P33,000, a Tuscany park- “security zone” under the juris- 
cio Tan, times to recover production - out of the 270 parking slots in the ing slot now sells for P600,000 diction of the Department of Na- 
Tan's Tanduay Distillers losta cost, an argument that Chico- Victor C deed of restrictions. easily. tional Defense and, therefore, be- 
long-drawn-out case against Ru- Nazario deflected by noting Agustin Somehow, in the 1977 deed of yond the pale of agrarian reform. 
fina over the use of Tanduays that the cost of the container transfer to the Tuscany residents Money-go-round Former Defense Secretary now 
rum bottles for Rufina patis (fish had already been built in in the association, the ownership terms @ AFTER selling 90 million Sen, Juan Ponce Enrile, whose 
sauce). selling price, in this case, of the engage the Salvador Guevara law were not clearly spelled out, re- shares at an average price of family is a founding shareholder 
A Commonwealth-era law al- rum. firm to salvage the situation. sulting in Tuscany selling 26 slots P11.11 a share in February, ICTSI of Philcomsat, owns 10 hectares 
lows makers of pats, sisi, bagoong The Yuchengco setback, refers and later claiming the balance of Warehousing on Wednesday within the picturesque valley. 
and similar native sauces to re to the publicized P100-million Sy wins Tuscany round the parking slots as “common ar- bought back 48.99 million shares 
use other company’s bottles but tax case that his Rizal Commer- WHILE his fellow taipans may eas." of its parent company, Interna- Heard through the grapevine 
‘Tan's lawyers sought to restrict cial Banking Corp. lost because of have suffered legal setbacks this After negotiations failed, Sy tional Container Terminal Ser- A 168 Mall partner, Philip Ang, 
the privilege by claiming that Ru- the bank counsel's late filing of month and his daughter/heiress- sued for damages and reforma- vices Inc, ata much higher price has sold his family’s seven- 
fina is no longer a cottage indus- the pertinent pleadings apparent lost the Equitable tion of the master deed, but lost of P13.50.a share. hectare property in Sucat, for- 
try that RA 623 had sought to Contrary to what was pub- PCIBank case fo prevent maver- in the Makati Regional Trial  # TheDepartmentof Agrarian merly the Solidmills plant, to 
protect. lished here Monday, it was not ick director Ferdinand Martin Ro- Courtand the Court of Appeals. Reform has lost in its bid to place taipan John Gokongwei, who 
But the high court, through po- the Salvador Guevara & Associ mualdez from rejoining the _ Thismonth,theSupreme Coures a large chunk of the 700-hectare plans to build a mall and possibly 
nenie Jasse Minita Chico. ates that had been tardy but, ac- board, mall magnate Henry Sy First Division overtumed the lower property of the Philcomsat Group two residential condominiums in 
Nazario, ruled that the law made cording to the grapevine, an hasmoved closer towinning back courts, and directed the appellate under land reform. the shuttered textile factory. 
eee clase distinction when it RCBC in-house counsel whose ownership of 98 parking slots in court to resolve Sys appeal, butnot The Supreme Court ruled that (Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 
granted fish sauce bottlers ex- fumble had prompted the bank to the Makati Tuscany. after ponenteJustice Romeo Callejo two 1982 Marcos decrees have sLnet or cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Peso continues 
to weaken EEN E We’re giving you more reasons to visit Australia» 


From page BI 


trading day that it had kept its interest rates 
unchanged given its expectations of a down- 
trend in inflation in the coming months. (See 
story on this page.) 
“(The peso) traded weaker although it (re- 
covered) later on, with the market believing 
there might be some intervention from the 
BSB” said a currency trader with a big local 
bank. 
‘The peso even gained 2.5 centavos from 
‘Wednesday's closing of 53.575 against the 
greenback ‘ 
yume mae a the Philippine Dealing Experience winter in Australia and 
ystem was thin at $282 million. 
The trader said local political uncertainties enjoy a one-night stopover 
arising from renewed impeachment initiative 
ageinet President Macapagal-Arroyo also had package in Sydney for FREE 
a dampening effect on the market, although 
Secondary to concems over rising interest 
rates in the United States. 
‘With the peso nearing oversold levels 
against the greenback, the next key market 
barriers were seen at a low of 53.75 and a 
high of 53.25:$1. 
“This developed as the dollar gained ground 
ahead of the expected quarter-percentage- 
point increase in the US Fed rate for the 17th n sti r 
Straight time today. Adelaide creen ‘eke 
The London-based economics unit of U$699 pi g 
American Express Bank said a quarter-point 
increase in the Fed rate to 5.25 percent was 
most likely at today’s Federal Open Market Melbourne 
Committee meeting. US699 
“We expect the Fed to pause in August—the 
current high probability attached to another 
hike looks too extreme,” Amex said. 
The US bank noted that economic growth 
in the United States would likely slow down 
while inflation pressures should ease soon. 
“IF the data pan out as we expect over the | PACKAGE TOUR INCLUSIONS: 
en ne ee S arante dolas anould | Nandy sono hey face? ps hol sommes erin ip oer a wwe 
next four ro sik weeks, then the dollar Should | SoC Sy nee pce wa I nah hl wonnothon bx be ran pars nr aeRO tair: 
Aetia For bookings and inquiries, contac your vavel agent or Qantas Holidays Muha 6123734 / Quezon Cy 913-2792! Cebu (032) 254-9604 
“The risk that we are wrong, and that the 
Fed hikes again in August, is high,” it said. 
Doris C. Dumlao Por DTI-NCR Permit No, 1788 Series of 2006 
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MAKE YOUR —| Gokongwei firm 
SAH ER) to raise $475M za 747% T 


mainte | me || fi h eee 
omen || for petrochem plant ences, 
Donar Bond Fund 14.65%" : 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Philamlife of" ‘Filipino Fund inc. 
Global Bond Fund 5.63% JG SUMMIT HOLDINGS INC. OF TAIPAN JOHN GOKONGWEIISPLAN- fat Sect Petenge i- 
arena ning to raise as much as $475 million in loans from multilateral firms Ramage om 7 

aseye Call (02) 528-2028. and commercial banks to fund a proposed naptha cracker plant in 
Serna a Batangas City. Fis Gen Com. 
Sas Ss ‘The plant is expected to have a capacity of up to 350,000 tons of fisurauys 
“Tho frst and oniy financial rattuion Taw materials for plastic. HLH 
a Meee JG Summit president Lance Gokongwei said the total project cost Parentop > "7 
pa rater rosera co ne for the petrochemical project was estimated at $600 million, a portion ginebra San Migue inc. 
of which—or between $450 million and $475 million—would be Siess Fooss Gap. 
raised through “non-recourse” financing. $ olang ig. 
Under this type of financing, Gokongwei explained that it might not 
be necessary for JG Summit to guarantee the 
debt and that the project would largely be ‘CONSTRUCTION, INFRA 
> funded by loans from banks. Beracee = 
i Gokongwei said the group was expected to Hoice Philippines iac. 
| Lose wires J| come up with a financing scheme for the pro- awona tate A 
if - € ject this year. From the time JG Summit se- Mabut 
| and weight. W. : Cures financing, the proposed plant wil take sls me. 
Gain four to five years to build. 
i A naphtha cracker would boost the revenue of 
PF the petrochemical business to $450-$500 million 
| productivity. a year from the present $150 million, Gokong- 
i À wei earlier told the Inquanen business staff. ag cop 
i TER È JG Summit's petrochemical plants “are 5 Cop. 
Recreece nt ine® . EE running at just abou 45 percent of capacity en 
| Mobile Technology and the planned backward integration is ex- 
in the Thinknote pected to at least double that rate,” he said. ste 
| s series helps give ‘A naphtha cracker produces ethylene and $0 Ss on Cop. 
you an innovative propylene, which, when further processed, yield Mutaga im Gap 
thin and light, P polymers that are the raw materials for plastic. 
Another by-product, pyrolysis gasoline, or py- 
gas, is used to cool and clean industrial gases. 
The project was touted as viable, as a squeeze 
F in petrochemical supply in the: region was feltin 
= the past amid rising demand in China. 
Thinknote s1012p JG Summit Petrochemical Corp., a sub- 
Intel® Centrino® Mobile Technology  sidiary of JG Summit Holdings, decided to re- 
= Intel® Pentium® M Processor 7 vive its cracker project to boost supply, which 
af ZMB.Cache,2GHe, S33MHZFSB) is currently imported from Singapore: 
Intel® PRO/Wireless 22008G (802.11b/g) JG Tr aoe cracker project is Nepaneeid Corn, 
512M DORIM SODIMM Memory meant to cut dependence on imported raw NACo o't: 
Hirose Windowed XP HOME maceria for plastic product. ocean 
DVO Writer Optical Drive ‘The company first planned to buildacrack- fo? ten LasiCue. 
12” Wide XGA LCD Display er in the 1990s and had come close to finan- Fame Hlgnge ke: 
mtt: acon Wun 19 Peal 3300 oe) cial closure before the 1997-98 Asian finan- wen 
pecans bettas ial crisis setin. mnanaa on 
‘The group was also asking the government Digital Telecom Phils Inc. 
call:526-4503 Misiem Apagones. keplas amm 
Southeast Asia at between 7 and 10 percent PME Long Dt Tei Co. 
for another 5 to 10 years. Boumare tlang ne 
Under EO 161, issued on Jan. 9. aes the ET ee eee Com. 
eee Asean Free Trade Area (Afta) Common Effec- Muse Semeonductor Corp. 
Eann MESA eT late mre Comer Tone cat tive Preferential Tariffon petrochemical prod. "7n tep 
‘Across OLSU Wi. 7260595 Malate, Manila ucts was set at between 7 to 10 percent up to {San Terminals Inc, s 
tot 536-3245 tel 46-2306 1019 mosie  end-2004. sed 
EERE ESSE ee TECHNOLOGY —_—_—Thiswasdespiteagreements underthe afta iain SASSO 
red providing that duties on petrochemical prod- Watartront Phis. iw. 
‘ucts be reduced to 5 percent starting 2003. fe em uniesty 
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DISCLOSURES 


ALLIANCE Global 

Group Inc. will hold 

its annual stock- 

holders’ meeting on Sagoo S28 Co. 
Sept. 19, 9 a.m. at Woranindt 

the Richmonde Ho- gasie Consotgstes. ie. 
tel In Ortigas Cen- 

ter, Pasig City, 

Stockholders of 

record as of July 19 Piotpospenseesa 1gs "N 
a RETR Pa T a oben 
fond and vote at the ABSCENHAp. Copar T4dS tas AS 


meeting. aana Sea 
IMPERIAL Re MRR CURRENCIES) 
June 29,2008 tuo Dolar Poso 
a trait has County Unit Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent 
Peal” stockholders: UatedStates Dolar cayeesos nooo 535140 
er gpro een Yen ooseao gooasso "0.4597 
sting originally Ñmisgkingom Poud tasers {819000 97.3420 
set for July 13. The HongKong Dotar 0.102516 0.128740 6.8894 
meeting has been Switzerland Franc 0.630192 0.802697 429555 
rescheduled to July Carada Dotar osses Gasnor 478867 
27. Singapore Dollar 0.498095 0.625508 33.4734 
Aas Asra Dotar osre omron aasar 
Baran rar" azn oo Tt 
RAMON Syhasbeen Saudi Arabia Rial 0.212320 0.266631 14.2685 
elected director of Brunai 0.496542 0.629558 © 33.3601 
Metropolitan Bank indonesia 0.000085 0.000107 0.0057 
respite tire! Baesa O22 143704 
i a 
Jane 28, aplaing 2X Oae Seana areca 
y d f Argentina 0.257704 0.323625 17.3185 
had resigned from Brazi 0.356687 0.447928 23.9704 
the board. Denmark 0.134079 0.168376 9.0105 
os tras ooo omisas 14530 
kongwe!  Maiaysia i 0271592 
a ar Menke nossrss  ooe7soo "48878 
dt dames LS. Now Zadand Gare oseng 31.7346 
anes V.. ngwel, South Atrica 0.110444 0.138696 74222 
Lily Ngochua, Patrick Korea 0.000831 0.001044 0.0559 
Henry C. Go, John- Sweden Ciossst = onaeaa 72949 
son Robert G. Go Jr., Syria 0.015340 0.019264 1.0309 
n O Goao, Tiin Molar Ogaa 0090630 18391 
Gabriel C. Singson . 
sna Ricardo Ro National Bookstore ...  srompssesi 
mulo have been z 
elected directors of licoffering (IPO). biggest and profitable bookstore 
JG Summit Holdings ‘He said that NBS would onlylook chain in the Philippines. 
Inc. on June 28. Cor- ata possible IPO if it aggressively ex- ‘The first National Book Store 
f h ¢ $ F k 4 nello T. Peralta and panded into international shores. started in the 1930s as a small 
Gots e S $ 4 ; Jose T. Pardo have “So far we have been funding stall in Escolta before the 
{à x also been elected in- our expansion internally. If we go Japanese occupation, selling sup- 
HY dependent directors international, we need to look at plies, GI novels and textbooks, 
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TECHNOLOGIES, ync, MaateltManla 1004Philippines ofie corporaton. equity raising," he said, During the 1950s, the Ramoses 


Tel.(632) 524-0393 ‘Ramos also said that locally, NBS thought of producing a line of 
“Your Systems Solutions Partner” =- www.cti-phil.com o Bee of dk was planning to expand to 100 greeting cards and postcards with 
rectors of EUro- bookstores by nex year from more a Philippine moti Later on they 
Mod [anoratories chan 90 today under its three major acquired the Philippine franchise 
Eeptad the request 20k brands—National Bookstore, for Hallmark cards. It was also at 
= FoP fotirement. of Powerbooks and the convenience this time that the couple began a 
RM: w Balla, Rosana J. store-type NBS Express, publishing program with the help 
“Cres Buniel, vice pros NBS is also Keeping its eyes of international publishers such 
i dent of the corpora- open for possible acquisitions, as McGraw-Hill, Prentice Hall, 

CERTIFIED OEM Hardware Solutions fom “atigetive July Founded by Socorro Cancio- Lippincott and Addison-Wesley. 
1. Compiled by Kate Ramos and the late Jose Ramos, Between 1955 and 1970, NBS 
Partner Pedroso, PDI Re- the company has evolved from its expanded rapidly to key cities na- 

search humble beginnings into the tionwide. 
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Empowerment Franchising is alive and well in RP 


through transfer 


By Ronnel W. Domingo said Bartolome, who is also as franchisees. like vehicles or golf shares. houses and durables will pass,” 
of technolo: president of consultancy firm SB Corp. has the Sulong Further, Juan said that AFFI is she said. “That is when they will 
FRANCHISING HAS SEEN GMBFranchise Developers. program that suits well the stepping up the campaign to lure be better off turning into investors 
significant growth in thepast “Franchisors, for their funding needs of franchisors, families of overseas Filipino from being mere consumers.” 
By Ernesto M, Ordonez couple of years, with more part, especially the foreign especially in putting up com- workers to put their money into The nine-year-old AFFI is hold- 
and more Filipinos getting in- ones, have learned the value missaries—for those in the franchises. ing a franchising forum and ex- 
TWO DAYS AGO, I ASKED ONE OF THE to business while various fi- of adapting to local tastes food business—and inexpand- “For these people, there may _hibiton at the SM Megatrade Hall 
world’s leading mango experts, Dr. Hernani nancing facilities are being and this has contributed to ing their operations in general. come a time when spending for in Mandaluyong City on July 7-9. 
Golez, what his newest project was. He gave made available, according to the dynamism and boom of Just this year, SB Corp. 
an unexpected answer. an industry group. the sector.” started the SME Feasible, 
“Empowerment,” Golez said. “I am helping In yesterdays’ run of the AFFI chair emeritus Pacita which caterstostart-upswho | PRULINK | PRU LIFE UK. 7? | 
empower farmers through technology transfer.” monthly Good News Kapi- Juan said the availability of can borrow as much as P1.5 
Golez is the agricultural center chief of the han, data from the Associa- funding faclities—which also million each. Trvestmonts of Variable ‘Crest Week | Last Week 
National Mango Research and Development tion of Filipino Franchisers developed out of the respon- Asked about problems en- Ute insurance Contracts dene 27.2006 | ne 20,2008 
Center, Department of Agriculture (DA). He Ine. said that of 900 franchis- siveness of lenders—was also countered by entrepreneurs | Bond Fund-Peso 130517 134249 
has been invited to many counties for his esin the local marker, around driving the development of in tapping loans, Juan said: |" Meragatfd-Poso 150030 1.46322 
unique knowledge of mangoes. 60 percent, or540,arehome- franchising in the Philippines. “Funds are actually available A 
He laments the fact that the 2006 budget ap- grown brands. ‘The government-run Small out there. What is really diff- ocene oe — 
proved by Congress for the Department of Agri- “About two out of three Business Guarantee and Fi- cultis preparing the required | 20nd Fund-US Dollar 12108 etl 
Uiirare ic only P15 bilion. The is less than half fracties are in the food nancing Corp, for instance, paper toapplyforaloan.” | "° Resernrssteteetecaers meno emia more 
the P32 billion business, while the rest are in has continuously developed She said SB Corp.'s programs 
mandated by the COMMENTARY the service sector programs that address the are relatively liberal in that the 


Agriculture Fish- Franchising expert Arman- needs of franchisors as well agency accepts “soft collateral” 


eries and Modernization Act (Afma). Becauseof do Bartolome said SIP MOS NISS "AL pinoro 
this, technology transfer though regular gov- that in the 1980s, = 


emake Dame ety ENTE, 
ernment channels has been quite limited. w k. O ; a z 
Take a case in point. Ten years ago, Emma Spon j L] Investment Funds of re “ap i miy 
m aa menten a a ebay Docs fancies. | [Misoa LIFE Bahasa | aS ean 
Barangay sa San Miguel, Bulacan (KBB) BM 


— pran pets => 
Kntclagesare norm datwauncn garbia arion | (G) iting) | renee ena ore : 


ly help the environment, but also provide addi- Eoi 
tional income for farmers. Today theyhavemore “8S seen only in the Jone 26,2006 | june 19,2006 | 


last few years. Fixe d 1.444 1.128576 
than 1 million mango teesin San Miguel alone. S ionos are still ced Income Fun 141835 z z 


¥ V =f See 
Better variety cautious, especially | Balanced Fund 1.123879 1.122025 baa ii Tet i 
But their income could have been much aega a on Equity Fund 1.085311 | 1.109281 imu) da L od 
higher if the mangoes they planted were of a pré ial ada “These resumen Reds are specie fo yarisi Me marance conracts and are not considered mal <a “g *EWARE of mtaton anastoned mundane cl parere 
beter variety Today ifa KBE member wants tm _ 2f letting other en- | DiheserSeeneiaty an comin Fr H-STAR PEE EER O 
Zeta better mango seedling variety, the nearest €Preneurs use their (The medi wit priors are sho sales wensirtecone mt E-mail : phoenix@hsiar-ph.com wiw. 
place she can go to is the DAs Bureau of Plant established brands), 
Industry (BPI) office in Manila, where she can 
get a maximum of only 100 seedlings. 

Golez’s new project is to empower KBB 
women in mango production through tech- 


nology transfer. œ 


“This particular model is not yet implement- THE POSSIBILITIES ARE INFINITE 
ed in our country” Golez said. “It may therefore 
be a model to follow for other high value fruits 


such as durian, rambutan, guava and jackfruit.” 

Here is how it works: The technology must 
be transferred to an organized group of farm- 
ers. This way, the technology transfer is not 
given-to just one farmer at a time, but to sev- 
eral farmers who can, in turn, spread it to 
their respective subgroups. 

‘The KBB is such a group. It won a United Na- 
tions award for best women's rural develop- 
ment project in Asia in 1984, and again in 1989. 
Today, the KBB has 18,000 mango seedlings 
and 100,000 seeds. All of these will use the 
grafting technology transferred by Golez so that 
they will all be of consistently high quality 


Thinking ‘out of the box’ 
Imagine the difference it will make for a 
KBB member—she need not go all the way to 


Manila to get 100 seedlings, but head straight LifeBook P7120 LifeBook P1510 LifeBook P7010 


for San Miguel, Bulacan, where she has access ` . 
15:218,000 seedlings: The KES will ot caly + Personal and mobile at + Ultra light at approx. 1kg* + Personal and mobile 
Nes REA eer 1.38kg* « Versatile and convertible « Long battery life of up to 


In terms of price, a typical mango seedling 


whose quality may not be guaranteed costs + Ultra slim design with + Pen input capability 11.2hrs with optional 
DI De e Sesleri aa slim modular bay drive . SD and CF card slots battery 


goes for an average of P175. The consumers : 
will also benefit. Mango quality will be consis- + Long battery life of up to * With 3-cell battery and « Modular bay drive 
tently higher and, because of the plentiful 
supply, prices may go down. 7.8hrs 60GB HDD 
In this age of rapid trade liberalization 
where cheap unfairly subsidized imported 
agricultural imports threaten the livelihood 
of our farmers, we must discard our tradition- Bs 
al practices and think “out of the box.” The Fujitsu recommends Windows® XP Professional. 
“government dole-out” mentality must be re- 
placed by Golez's model of empowerment 
through technology transfer. 
‘There is a need to reengineer our agricultur- 
al service delivery system that will allow the 
government to steer, rather than row. In the 
mango example, Golez said that BPI usually 
does the grafting and offers superior seedling 
to farmers. In some instances, when the mea- 
ger budget resources permit, they transfer 
technology to a few lucky individuals. 
But since this is often done on a one-on-one 
basis and implemented as a corrective mea- 
sure, the impact is severely limited. 


Far reaching 


Golez’s empowerment project has two dis- ` j j 
ES $ in its own 


Technology goes to an organized group 
that has the capability of imparting the tech- 
nology to a much wider population; and, 

The technology transfer does not occur 
in the middle of the process to correct a cur- 


rent practice; instead, it takes a systems ap- 
proach that starts at the very beginning. -a 

This way, potential inefficiencies in a multi- 

CETE Powered by the next-generation Intel’ Centrino’ Mobile Technology 
ergies are attained. 

‘Empowerment is often considered in political ; . 
terms But as Goleds example shows, L IF EBOOK | Built-In Confidence 
empowerment may be even more far reaching. 

‘The transfer of technology from one to anoth- 
et, which is often the case, is of very limited value. 
It is recommended that all technology transfer 
programs should require an empowerment di- 
mension. This means that due importance 
should be given to social organizations, which 
will be empowered to transfer technology. Then, 
we will have a multiplier effect, which is badly 
needed in our liberalized trade environment with 
extremely scarce agricultural budget support. 

For more’information on this model, please 
call Golez at (033) 237-1319 or KBB Chair Ka 
‘Tinding Manuzon at (044)764-0200 or (044) 
678-0609, 

(The author is Agriwatch chair; former Cabi- 
net secretary for Presidential Flagship Pro- MOBILE 
grams and Projects, and former undersecretary TECHNOLOGY 
of agriculture, and trade and industry. For in- 
quiries and suggestions, email agriwatch- 
phil@yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635.) 


Fujitsu Philippines, Inc. (FPI) 
Customer Careline: +63 (2) 841-8488 
Sales Hotline: #63 (2) 894-8857 


ZOBEL DE AYALA 


Ayala unit 
buying 11% 


of e-Telecare |. 


for P800M 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AYALA CORP YESTERDAY SAID ITS NEWLY 

formed technology holding firm, Livelt Solu- 
tions Inc., would acquire 11 percent of call 
center operator e-Telecare Global Solutions 
for P800 million. 

Ina statement, Ayala said the acquisition 
would be done through Livelt’s special pur- 
pose vehicle called New Bridge International 
Investment Ltd. 

Livelt Solutions is a holding firm formed by 
Ayala Corp. recently to handle its investments 
in the business process outsourcing sector. 

e-Telecare started operations in 2000 and is 
‘one of the leading call center companies in 
Asia. 

With over 7,000 employees in 12 call cen- 
ters in the Philippines and the United States, 
the company posted $41 million in revenue 
and $3.3 million in operating income for the 
first quarter of 2006. 

Livelt seeks to invest in companies that pro- 
vide complex non-voice outsource services 
and in research and analytic, legal, financial 
and healthcare industries. 

‘The company plans to focus on BPO com- 
“pänies inthe US, Philippines and India which 
have well-developed customer relationships 
in the international market and the potential 
to leverage Philippines’ large pool of skilled 
professionals. 

Ayala chair Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala 
said; “We are very positive about this foray in- 
to the BPO sector. This is an area where the 
Philippines has a strong competitive advan- 
tage given our wealth of talent, strong com- 
munication skills and well developed telecom 
infrastructure. We are actively seeking addi- 
tional opportunities that will enable us to pro- 
vide highly value added services.” 

Ayala recently appointed Alfredo I. Ayala 
as CEO of Livelt. 


ROUND-UP 


CebuPac’s P99 seat sale 
BUDGET CARRIER CEBU PACIFIC AIR INC. IS 
offering a "set sale" of P99 per one-way ticket to 
any of nine domestic destinations for the next 
nine days, for travel aver a 99-day period. 

‘The P99 Seat Sale is available for flights from 
Manila to Butuan, Zamboanga, Roxas, Cotabato, 
Laoag, Dipolog and Cebu to Davao. 

“The sale period started Wednesday and will 
run until July 6, 2006, for travel during the off- 
peak season from July 15 to Oct. 21, 2006. 

“The P99 one-way fare Is for immediate pay- 
ment upon booking and Is exclusive of sur- 
charges and government tax. 

Like all the airline's previous seat sale events, 
the latest round will be made on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Daxim L. Lucas 


Law firm inauguration 

NEWLY FORMED GERODIAS SUCHIANCO ES- 
trella Law Firm or GSE Law Firm will have Its for- 
‘mal inauguration on June 30, 2006 with a thanks- 
giving cocktail reception for clients and friends. 

GSE otters a broad and integrated range of 
services involving both domestic and cross-juris- 
Gictional laws in the fields of corporate, taxation, 
litigation, labor and immigration. 

Founding partners Raul G. Gerodias , Dimples 
Nicolas-Suchianco and Toby A. Estrella offer the 
beneits of years of experience gained from active 
law practice. 

‘The firm's other lawyers are Rhonda P. Miran- 
da, Che-lin G. Mascardo, Grace Vilchez-Custodio, 
Joey A. Ramos, Gem L. Sandoval, Jan T. Altling 
and Loy Saldaña-De Leon. 


Book on RP cities, provinces 
SUPERBRANDS PHILIPPINES, which showcases 
top brands in the local market, is coming out with 
a book that wil help boost investment and 
tourism in various cities and provinces In the 
country, organizers said yesterday. 

Marissa Aguilar, president of Superbrand Mar- 
keting international Inc., said the coffee table 
book, dubbed "Outstanding Cities and Provinces 
af the Philippines,” would extol the attractions of 
various places in the country. 

‘Agullar sald OCPP was almed at showing to 
domestic and international audience the com- 
mercial and leisure merits ofa select group of 
cities and provinces. 

“In the process, OCPP would become a re- 
search guide to places in the Philippines that are 
compelling to invest In or visit,” she added. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 
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7 groups keen 
on Transco 
concession 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SEVEN ENTITIES HAVE EXPRESSED INTER- 
est to bid for the 25-year National Transmis- 
sion Corp. (Transco) concession, which is 
scheduled for auction in September. 

Of the seven groups that have submitted 
their letters of intent to Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management Corp. (PSALM), 
five have secured bid documents that included 
the following: Bidding procedures, data room 
rules, index and compact discs containing per- 
tinent data about Transco, and a summary of 
the information memorandum that carries pri- 
marily technical data on Transco assets. 

‘The groups that had already acquired these 
bid documents could now start conducting 
due diligence on Transco, 

Other interested investors have until July 
18 to submit their letters of intent to bid for 
the Transco concession. 

In an earlier interview, PSALM president 
Nieves Osorio said several investors were in- 
terested in the concession. 

She said those were Filipino firms with for- 
eign partners, including Canadian and Ameri- 
can companies. 

Singapore Power, the lone bidder in the 
two failed auctions for the concession held in 
2003, had opted out of the race, she said. The 
company, however, is considering becoming a 
technical parner. 

The Energy Regulatory Commission's re- 
cent release of Transco's regulated asset base 
for tie second regulatory period helped spur 
investor interest in the concession, she said. 

She said this was because Transco's RAB would 
allow potential investors to predict fiture cash 
flows in terms of expenditures and revenues. 

Jt would likewise give prospective investors an 
idea of how the ERC would actually implement 
the transmission wheeling rate guidelines. 

‘The ERC placed Transco's RAB at P138 bil- 
lion at the start of 2006. This would be the ba- 
sis for the state firm's maximum allowable 
revenue which, in tur, would determine the 
transmission wheeling rates, the main source 
of revenue for the winning concessionaire. 


CebuPac seen 
resuming flights 
to Singapore 


BUDGET CARRIER CEBU PACIFIC AIR INC. 
plans to resume regular commercial flights to 
Singapore by August once it receives the ap- 
proval of aviation authorities of the island state. 

Speaking to reporters on Wednesday evening, 
Cebu Pacific president and CEO Lance Gokongwei 
expressed confidence that the approval from the 
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) was 


tions for the Singapore fights] but we are just 
awaiting their approval [for an operating per- 
mit),” he said. “We don't expect any major issues 
[that will hinder the plan)” 

Gokongwei said the airline would fly to 
Singpaore on a daily basis. 

Cebu Pacific used to operate regular com- 
mercial flights to the island state with its leased 
Boeing 757 aircraft but was forced to scrap it in 
2003, three months after launching the service, 
due to failure to attract enough flyers. 

Gokongwei did not elaborate on why the air- 
line, which was still operating at a loss as of last 
year, decided to relaunch its Manila-Singapore 
service. 

Industry watchers are speculating, however, 
that Cebu Pacifics renewed interest in the route 
was brought about by the launching of a purpose- 
built terminal at Changi Airport that caters to low- 
cost carriers. 

Because it caters to budget flyers, the CAAS 
charges lower fees on airlines using the terminal. 

‘At present, only Tiger Airways is using Singa- 
pore's budget terminal, which was built to accom- 
modate 2.7 million passengers a year: 

Also, Cebu Pacific may also have to start ying 
to Japan before the end of the third quarter or risk 
losing its entitlement from the Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB). 

‘According to an official of the CAB, Cebu Pacific 
has until Sept. 15 to launch flights to Japan or face 
a mandatory “reallocation” of is entitlements. 

‘A total of seven flight entitlements were grant- 
ed to Cebu Pacific for the Japan route two years 
ago, but the airline has yet to start commercial 
services for any of the routes. 

“CAB will reallocate [some of) its entitlements 
with a thrice a week fight to Pacific East Asia car- 
go airline if Cebu Pacific will not use it,” the official 
said, requesting anonymity because he was not 
authorized to speak on the issue. “if we recall the 
frequencies and the time comes when they will 
need them, they will have to reapply” 

The airline remains mum on plans to fly to 
Japan although Gokongwei did say earlier that 
more flight to North Asia are being explored, 

In the meantime, Gokongwei said that the air- 
line would soon start flying to Hong Kong more 
frequently. 

“We are trying to get 21 time a week [to Hong 
Kong] fairly soon,” he said. The airline already 
flies to the former British Crown colony 17 times 
weekly. 

By August, Cebu Pacific will have completed 
the first phase of its refleeting program, retiring all 
of is 19605-era DC-9 aircraft in favor of brand 
new Airbus A319s and A3205. 
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Solon seeks changes in setting revenue targets 


Disputes seen to occur as soon as authorities enforce Lateral Attrition law at the end of 06 Ê 


By Michelle V. Remo 


A LEGISLATOR IS URGING FISCAL AUTHOR- 
ities to review the system of setting revenue 
targets, warning that flaws in the system may 
prove costly, especially now that the Lateral 
Attrition Law is in effect. 

Rep. Jesli Lapus, chair of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means, said that 
revenue targets are set without the con- 
sent of the Bureau of Internal Revenue 


and other revenue-collecting agencies. 

iting the tax collection shortfall of the previ- 
ous months, Lapus said disputes could occur 
once authorities begin to enforce the Lateral At- 
trition law by the end of the current fiscal year. 

The law provides a mechanism for the 
granting of monetary incentives to revenue 
collecting agents who will meet their indivic 
ual targets, and for the imposition of penal- 
ties—such as displacement from work—for 
those who will fail to meet their goals. 
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The Associate Missionaries of the Assumption (AMA) celebrates its 20th year of 
volunteer service in the Philippines. 


0o 


BECAUSE WE LOVE, WE SERVE: 


‘The AMA Volunteer Program is a non-profit program designed for college graduates and young professionals who wish to devote one year of volunteer service in schools 

and parishes all over the country. AMA brings together young men and women from diverse backgrounds, both from within the Philippines and foreign countries to share 

in a common desire to serve as teachers, campus ministers, guidance counselors, and panish workers. The program provides its volunteers with knowledge and skills 

necessary for their assigned work in thelr communities. The volunteers undergo formaton and training in a year-long journey of self-knowledge, service and spintual 

gronh. The AVP aiso has an alumni community in which graduates ofthe volunteer program share in a common mession- to buid God's kingdom wherever they find 
smselves, 


‘To date, AMA has sent over 300 young volunteers who have helped: 
* Over 5,800 households and families 
+ Over 15,000 grade school, high school and college students 
+ Hundreds of street children, children with special needs, as well as youth in drug rehabilitation programs 
+ Various parishes and schools all over the Philippines 
+ Over 50 organizations and communities including the following: 


LUZON: Sabangan Catote Mission, Sabangan. Mountan Province - St John Nepomuceno Parish. Cabiao. Nueva Ecfa - San Jose Parish and San Jose School. La Trinidad. Benguet - Assumpta Techical High 
Shoo, San Sman. Pampanga = Mana Assumpia Seminary. Cazenaluan, Nuova Ecja = Diocesan Youn Wins. Cabanahuon. Nuova Eca ~ Soca Acton Carat of Pampanga, San Fernando, Pampanga 

+ Sk Louise Coage of Bulana, Bulanao. Tauk. Kaanga - Archdiocese of Mansa Campus Mrisy. Sempaoc. Legarda, Maria ~ Our Lacy of Fatma Acagemy. Gen Nabetied. Nueva Ecja = PUGAD Contar- Don 
Bosco, Makan Cy - San Juan Nepomuceno School, Malay, Pasay Cy « St. Joseph Canearai Diocese of Romeon Romp, Rombion - Banay Mara Kaanga Centar BeAr Vaage. Makat Cay ~ Handicap 
Interatonal Makau Cay VISAYAS: Assumpton Soco Equcabonal Centr, (ASEC) 60 Obrero. Noto Cay = Assumpton Grace Senol Passi toi- St Wem Paran. Pass Bole = Angee Rehabataton Conte, 
San Jose, Antiqua - Emmanual Foundation. Gen. Lune St, Hot Ciy » SIMAG Feuncaton ine. Stay, Negros Oceconist ~ Speci Scnod for Excaptonal Chsren. Gen. Luna St, ono Cay - Leganes Resource 
Cent he Doat. Loganas, oto + St Erzaom Conmuniy Development Program [SECDEP). Jao, #10 Ciy MINDANAO: Xaver So bangey Hga Scho Lstpen,Buanoa + San ir ag Seno 
ngian, Susann | 


Calling all AMA Alumnit 


+ We are celebrating our 20th General Assembly on August 25-27, 2008 at St. Martin School, Crystal Cave, Baguio Ciy. Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
Kit-anay ta tanani 
+ There wil be a concert and foodtest in August “Volunterismo:Panawagan sa Kabataan” at the Provincial Capitol Grounds, Ilolo Cily. Tickets are avallabie at 
50 pesos each. (in partnership with the Disaster Management Community of Reconciliation Group or CMDG) 
If you are Interested in becoming an AMA volunteer, or if you wouid like to support the AVP, please call Gamay Solls at AMA Philippines Foundation, Inc. 
at Assumption College, San Lorenzo Village, Makali Cily. Telephone 817-07-57. Emaii ama_phiis@yahoo.com. Website: www. ama.org phy 
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“Unless the ones being rated understands 
the goals set, this attrition may [prove] dys- , 
functional,” Lapus said in an interview. 

The alleged flaw might affect “the morale 
of employees and thus defeat the purpose of 
the Lateral Attrition Law," he added. 

The law was put in place supposedly to en- 
courage revenue-collecting personnel, Lapus 
said during the launching of the book “Taxa- 
tion of Financial Institutions in the Philip- 
pines” by Benedicta Du-Baladad, a partner at 
Punongbayan & Araullo. 

Lapus said that currently, the Development 
Budget Coordination Committee (DBCC) con- 
siders the government's expenditure require- 
ments and macroeconomic assumptions in de- 
termining the required revenues for a given year. 

But the DBCC, which sets the government's 
economic policies and targets, does not take 
into account the opinion of the BIR and other 
revenue-collecting agencies in the setting of 
revenue targets, Lapus said in his defense of 
Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario Buñag. 

Buñag has been battered by criticisms for 
the BIR's failure to meet its tax collection tar- , 
gets in the past months despite the implemen- 
tation of several tax measures, such as the hike ` 
in the value-added tax and income tax rates. 

Fiscal authorities have insisted on the tax 
hikes, despite its unpopularity among con- , 
sumers and businesses, believing that this 
‘would help put the government’ fiscal house 
inorder. x 

‘The Bureau of the Treasury, which reports * 
the national government's monthly fiscal per- * 
formance, earlier announced that the BIR col- 
lected P268 billion in taxes in the first five - 
months of the year. 

The figure was P4.2 billion short of the 
272.2-billion target for the January-to-May 
period. 

The BIR, being the national government's 
main source of revenue, is hard pressed to , 
meet its P675.4-billion target for the year. 

The government set the target with the 
view of reducing the budget deficit to only 
P125 billion this year. The budget gap stood 
at P146.8 billion last year. 

But Bufiag earlier complained about the 
pressures being exerted on the BIR to compel 
itto meet its monthly targets. He blamed the 
recent cancellation of auctions for Treasury 
bills and bonds for the lower-than-pro- 
grammed tax collection. 

Buñag said the cancellation resulted in lost 
potential collection of documentary stamp 
taxes on government securities. 

“One should not be punished for things 
that are beyond his control,” Lapus said, re- , 
ferring to Buñag. 


Mining firm wins 
environmental 
points from gov't 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


SAGITTARIUS MINES INC. (SMI) APPEARS 
to have won the respect and praise of Envi- 
ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes for putting 
in place an environmental protection pro- 
gram even before the start of its actual opera- 
tion of the Tampakan copper-gold project in * 
South Cotabato. 

Ina statement, Reyes said that SM!'’s effort 
to breed endemic tree, plant and insect 
species within the project area showed the 
mining company’s commitment to preserve 
the area's biodiversity. 

[SMI] has gone extensively into environ- 
‘mental projects even before the start of actual 
mining operations,” Reyes said. 

‘The Tampakan project is still in its pre-fea- 
sibility stage. SMI holds a Financial and Tech- 
nical Assistance Agreement (FTAA) with the 
government to develop a 27,945-hectare area 
Covering parts of South Cotabato, Sultan Ku- 
darat and Davao del Sur, 

‘The area is believed to hold the largest unde- 
veloped copper-gold deposit in Southeast Asia. 

During his visit to the project site, Reyes led 
the symbolic release of multicolored butter- 
flies bred by SMI in Tampakan. 

“We can see social preparation being done, 
and the project gaining social acceptance, 
‘empowering the people.” Reyes said, citing 
SMI's initiatives to enhance health and educa- 
tion conditions, as well as livelihood skills 
among communities within the project area, 

“In this way, the company grows with the 
people, and the community can share in the 
success of the company—and vice versa.” 

Tampakan Mayor Claudius Barroso said 
that the host towns and communities of the 
Tampakan project are waiting for the mining 
operations to start. 

“This is because we are convinced that the 
project will bring in unprecedented socio-cco- 
nomic development to our area," Barroso 
said. 

Along with community and local govern- 
ment leaders, the B'laan chieftains of the host 
tribal groups Tablu, S’bangken, Bong Mal, 
Folubato, Salnaong, and Danlag, expressed 
their support for the project. 

Upon conclusion of the pre-feasibility 
study later this year, SMI will decide whether 
or not to push for a full feasibility study, said 
Paul Dominguez, SMI president and CEO. 

Dominguez said that if things were to pro- 
ceed as scheduled, actual mining operations 
could start in 2010. 
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Call centers dangle fatter paychecks for skilled few 


3° Official says 120 firms tap the same talent pool that is not getting any deeper 


TO ACQUIRE the services of skilled workers, 
officials of call centers are now offering hefty 
freebies such as sign-in bonuses, travel 
benefits, and free gadgets like mobile phones 
and MP3 players. 


Bayantel mobile 
phone business 
dream still alive 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


BAYAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS INC. 
(Bayantel) of the Lopez family has asked reg- 
ulators to extend its cellular mobile telephone 
service (CMTS), which may indicate that the 
firm has not yet given up on its dream of en- 
tering the lucrative mobile phone business. 

Officials of the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC) remain skeptical 
about the cash-strapped firm’s on again-off 
again interest to operate a wireless network, 
but have nonetheless agreed to give Bayantel 
the benefit of the doubt. 

In a message to reporters, NTC Commis- 
sioner Ronald O. Solis said his agency has in- 
vited Bayantel representatives to a “clarfica- 
tory hearing” for the latter to be able to detail 
their plans to regulators, 

[Bayantel is] asking for another extension of 
the provisional authority for a CMTS (license) 
for another three years, or until 2008," he said. 

Solis did not hint whether regulators were 
inclined to grant Bayantel's request for an ex- 
tension of its mobile phone license—which it 
has never used—although NTC’s technical 
staff had already recommended against it in 
an internal memo circulated earlier this year. 

‘According to the technical committee's re- 
view, Bayantel’s CMTS network plan was 
originally based on GSM (global system for 
mobile communications) technology. But it 
has since been modified to a CDMA (code di- 
vision multiple access) system. 

‘The shift was supposedly made to facilitate 
the migration of existing second-generation 
mobile phone users to the new third-genera- 
tion system. 

“Since Bayantel is proposing to change its 
CMTS technology platform from GSM to CD- 
MA, [we] requested the company to submit 
its new detailed technical plan,” the memo 
said. “However, despite several requests, the 
applicant's submission was incomplete. 

‘The study concluded that Bayantel’s luke- 
warm response to the NTC’s repeated re- 
quests for a detailed technical plan showed 
that it was no longer interested in entering 
the mobile phone business. 

Despite this, the company maintains that it 
remains committed to entering the field dom- 
inated by the Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. and its rival Globe Telecom Inc. 

Still deep in debt, Bayantel has yet to ge 
out of the red, Its parent firm, Benpres Hold 
ings Corp. has been actively looking for a buy 
er for Bayantel, 


Bayan readying ... 


ning Secretary Romulo Neri, Justice Secretar 
Raul Gonzalez and Trade Secretary Peter Fav 
ila. 

Another deadline extension, Bayan said 
would “only add to the legal roubles of PSALM 
officials.” 

Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes J: 
said the only logical thing for PSALM to do to 
day would be to draw from the $14-millio: 
performance bond posted by the YNN conso: 
tium, 

“Whether or not YNN pays up tomorrov 
there has already been a breach in the agre 
ment,” Reyes said in a statement yesterday, 

But both Osorio and Lotilla were resolute 
defending the asset sale. 

“We can defend before any court our ass 
purchase agreement. Our process is very cie: 
and transparent,” Osorio had earlier said. 

Lotilla added that the transaction was n 
only transparent, but also aboveboard and n 
at all disadvantageous to the government. 

‘Apart from the two deadline extensions gran 
ed the YNN consortium, Reyes also scor: 
PSALM officials for giving themselves P10 m; 
lion worth of incentives for their achievements 
the Napocor privatization efforts. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CALL CENTERS ARE TURNING MORE 
and more to gimmicks and gadgets—even 
offering bigger wages—to reel in the few 
skilled workers still looking for jobs, ac- 
cording to an industry official 

According to Raffy David, a director 
of the Call Center Association of the 
Philippines, about 120 outsourcing out- 
fits are tapping the same talent pool that 
is not getting any deeper, and human re- 
source directors are feeling the pressure. 

David said inan interview that for every 
20 applicants who get accepted for the 
job, only one gets to show up for work 

CCAP estimates show that the num- 
ber of call center workers would grow 
60 percent to about 179,000 by 
yearend, and would continue to grow 
to some 506,000 by 2010. 

David said some firms, in a bid to 


snap up the skilled ones, are dangling 
fatter paychecks and bigger loot bags. 

He said newspaper advertisements, 
online job sites as well as job fairs stili 

nts. But more and more 

i televi- 

sion, magazines, radio, streamers and 
even billboards to lure jobseekers. 

“Some try out party-like events, like 
ClientLogic, which organizes events 
and bring in (musicians) to attract po- 
tential employees,” David said. 

‘Another firm, TRG, held a speech 
contest and image modeling tilt with 
$1,000 at st 

“Others offer freebies such as sign-in 
bonuses, travel benefits, and free gad- 
gets like mobile phones and MP3 play- 
ers to (get people),” said David, an offi- 
cer of Pilipinas Teleserve Inc. 

‘According to David, one of the most 
effective means of recruitment is still 
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“word of mouth,” or a referral system 
that offer incentives to those who rec- 
ommend possible recruits. 

David said, for example, that eTele- 
care and PeopleSupport offer some- 
thing between P1,500 and P5,000 for 
every successful hire. 

“One of them claims that about a 
quarter of its workforce was signed up 
through this referral program,” he said. 

David went on to cite one firm's “au- 
dacious tactic,” which was to put up “a 
team in a basketball league.” 

“TeleTech says it costs less to main- 
tain a basketball team—the TeleTech 
Titans at the Philippine Basketball 
League—than buying weekly full-page 
newspaper ads,” David said. 

Although the call for unionization in 
the sector is now being sounded, mar- 
ker-driven salary and benefits systems 
still prevail,” the CCAP official said. 
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Hesaid that the militant Kilusang Mayo 
Uno has referred to call centers as “ai 
conditioned hubs for exploiting workers,” 
while the party-list group Kabataan de- 
scribed the work as “degrading and fit 
(only) for prisoners or summer interns.” 

David said a poll conducted by the 
University of the Philippines’ School of 
Labor and Industrial Relations indicated 
that “more respondents are open to join 
unions to better negotiate for salaries.” 

“Interestingly, unionization can he 
stem attrition and job-hopping since 
members are given a bargaining power 
and are provided a forum to resolve work- 
related issues,” David said. “Ironically, the 
apparent transient nature of the job is 
hampering effort to organize unions.” 

He also said that, since salaries and 
benefits adjustments are market-driv- 
en, workers are less motivated to orga- 
nize unions. 
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Now sold in key cities in provincial Luzon 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Bo People, Events Products 
RP’s consumption-driven economy boosts franchising 


‘THE COUNTRY’S CONSUMPTION- DRIVEN ECONOMY will 
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Citing the impact of the franchising industry on the Limjoco said franchising would continue to 


propel the franchising industry to unprecedented heights, economy, being at the forefront of the supply chain and 


according to the Philippine Franchise Association (PFA). 


the principal link to direct consumers, PFA chair Bing S. 
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Marketing and Sales Course Offerings 
THE LONGEST RUNNING MARKETING STRATEGY PUBLIC SEMINAR / WORKSHOP IN THE PHILIPPINES 


JOSIAH Go's 
64TH MARKETING STRATEGY & PLANS 


JULY 4-5, 2006, 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM. MANDARIN ORIENTAL HOTEL, MAKATI CITY 


With 8 INDISPENSABLE LEARNING MODULES AND A GENEROUS 
NUMBER OF PHILIPPINE CASE EXAMPLES TO HELP INSPIRE YOUR 
COMPANY TO INCREASE SALES, MARKET SHARES AND PROFIT! 


July 2006 Public Offerings 


64th Marketing Strategy and Plans 
8th Managing Sales ‘Through Distributors 
7th Sales Promotions Planning Essentials 
3rd Sales Metrics : 

Creating A Performance-Based Culture 
3rd Client-Centric Selling 


July 4-5, 2006 
July 6-7, 2006 
July 11-12, 2006 


July 13-14, 2006 
July 20-21, 2006 


July 27, 2006 
Marriot Hotel, Cebu 


Marketing On A Shoestring Budget 
(Specially created for the Cebu market) 


“Very good coordination of hers and Ine cases dliered in a practical, easy io neon way, combined 
wih good humor.” 
= ANSON DICHAYES, Director for Cuslomar Development Training (Asia), Unilever 
“The differen caso sudies made the seminar mera interesting and relevant. Naw insights were clearly presented through the case 
method system.” - JONATHAN DINO, Group Produet Manager, Universal Robina Corp. 
“Josiah is a very good teacher. Heis able to get the full attention of sales managers - not an easy task - because he spooks the 
language of sles with his examples. His anecdotes ar easyfo-understand ond clarifies marketing principles” a 
~ SAMMY SIH, National Sales Director, Mondo Nissin 

Course Investment per participant per two-day* seminar: 

Early Bird rate: P 9,888 + 12% VAT (if paid two weeks before seminar date) 

Regular Rate P10,888 + 12% VAT (if paid before seminar week) 

Onsite Rate P12,888 + 12 % VAT (if paid during seminar week) 

* Please call for Cebu one day seminar. 

For complete 2006 schedule of seminars, course outlines, group discounts and other inquiries, please visit our 
website at www.mansmith.net, email at info@mansmith.net, text 0920-9223732 or call Alice Torres at 
telefax nos. (02) 722-2318 / 727-7142, 
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Mansmirh and Fielders, Inc, 
Helping your marketing and sales teams soar! 


GF Waters Center, New Manila, Quezon City 1112 Telefax Nos. (632) 722-2318 / 727-7142 


Official Print Media Partners: Busiuwes Suc 
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be an engine of growth today and in the fu- 
ture. 

“Franchising is redesigning the commercial 
landscape of, not only the metropolis, but also 
the urbanizing consumption centers in the 
provinces, and bring about infrastructure de- 
velopment in all those areas,” Limjoco ex- 
plained. 

“As the catalyst and matrix of successful 
new business concepts, franchising will has- 
ten industrial and agriculture modernization 
as dictated by consumer needs and compe- 
tently noted by franchise outlets nationwide,” 
Limjoco added. 

She said the franchising industry had be- 
gun cashing in on the ongoing tourism boom, 
Which could also generate new franchise busi- 
nesses. “This shows the role of franchising in 
economic expansion in whatever field and at 
the national, regional and international lev- 
els,” Limjoco pointed out. 

Limjoco is partly referring to local and 
global franchises that will be showcased at 
the Franchise Expo 2006, featuring new and 
exciting franchise concepts and suppliers, 
more trade visitors, and business opportuni- 
ties. 


International networking 

Slated at the World Trade Center from July 
14 to 16, Franchise Expo 2006 will provide 
participants with international and local net- 
working, onsite marketing and sales, exten- 
sive promotions, and thousands of prospec- 
tive clients who have decided to invest in a 
franchised business. 

Last year, the Franchise Expo generated 
‘more than P200 million worth of businesses 
and almost 20,000 visitors, 46 percent of 
which were from top and middle manage- 


Organized by the Philippine Franchise As 
sociation, this 14th Franchise Expo is co-pre: 
sented by PLDT Business Solutions, support- 
ed by the Asia Pacific Franchise Confedera: 
tion and the World Franchise Council, and 
sponsored by Francorp, Julie's Bakeshop, 
Max's Restaurant, San Miguel, Furnicon, 
Montanara, Quali Plus, Goldilocks, Green: 
wich, HSBC, Red Ribbon, and Chowking, 
with Araneta Center, Ayala Center, Shangri: 
La Plaza Mall and Robinsons Malls as partici- 
pating malls, and Entrepreneur and 89.1 aè 
media partners. 


One-stop shop 

A one-stop shop, the expo houses the coun- 
try's biggest exhibition of successful brands 
and business opportunities for entrepreneurs. 

“We see more growth projected in franchis- 
ing due to greater regional expansion of malls 
and the improving purchasing power and 
changing lifestyles of Filipinos,” Limjoco said, 
citing the expo as a venue to assist potential 
franchisors among the country's startup com- 
panies and small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs). 

Other expo details can be obtained froni 
exhibit manager Woridexco (891-8638, 834- 
7408; fax 834-0608; or email mk 
tg@worldexco.com), or the PFA secretariat 
(687-0365 t067). 

Franchise Expo is the country's premier 
and longest-running franchise event that now 
spans 14 years, Through this annual interna- 
tional event, the PFA spearheaded the growth 
of the Philippine franchise industry, from only 
50 franchises in the early 1990s to over 850 in 
2004. 

“This growth has directly led to the ins 
crease of industry sales turnover 
$936 million in 1997 to over $2 billion last 
year,” Limjoco said. 


A DAY OF FRESHNESS WITH PH CARE 


pH Care Fresh New You promo grand prize winner 
‘Sheila Marie Sangalang enjoyed a day of freshness 
with pH Care. She won a cool P100,000 in cash, a 
free spa treatment, a makeover, and a romantic 
dinner with tinsel town’s heartthrob Jericho Ros- 
ales. Sheila Marie Sangalang was one of the count- 
less pH Care users who eagerly participated in the 


MANILA} 

Shown is Manila Jayoees director Mark Ong, chair 
\Wiliamson Nocom and members with the Baseco 
Tondo children posed with their great smile during 
thelr tour atthe Manila Zoo, wearing their T-shirt 
with the slogan "Batang Nagbabasa, Batang Matali- 
no’ This has been one of the projects of the Manila 
Jayceas-the first and premier leadership organiza- 
ton in Asia and the Philippines that is geared to- 
wards community service. its objective i to Pro- 
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promo. ‘The Fresh New You Promo is our way of 
thanking our growing number of pH Care users for 
their continued patronage,’ says Ingrid Evidente, 
pH Care brand manager. We're excited at the very 
positive response of the consumers to this promo 
and rest assured, well continue to come up with 
more promos in the future.’ 


mote and encourage the children to read. A suc- 
cesstul storytelling was conducted with the help of 
professional storyteller from the Alitaptap Story- 
tellers Philippines held at McDonald's Intramuros. 
‘There were also arts and crafts, singing, dancing 
and games that the kids truly enjoyed. The Manila 
Jaycees donated food to the family of the children 
and also gave books and schoo! supplies with the 
help of Barangay Chair Teresita Lumactud. 


KITARO RECIPIENT OF GLOBAL BRANDS PHILIPPINES AWARD 


Kitaro, the ‘good food, great value’ Japanese ca: 
sual dining restaurant, was the recipient of the 
Global Brands Philippines award in ceremonies 
held at the World Trade Center In Pasay, Metro 
Manila. Philip Chuachiaco, quality assurance 
‘manager of Kitaro, received the trophy in behalt 
of the resto-chaln which has more than 40 outlets 
serving the public authentic Japanese food at af- 


fordable prices. Previously, Kitaro was also ad- 
judged the most outstanding Japanese restaurant 
by the Natlonal Consumers Awards and top sales 
performar by the SM Malls. Shown are Chuachia- 
co (3rd from left) with (from laft) Gov. Justo Or- 
tiz, Sec. Roberta Pagdanganan, presentor 
Josephine Gomez, Rev. Sonia Lim, and Global 
Brands othcr Jonathan Navea. 
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Ropubiie ofthe Phippinas 
METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM 
‘CORPORATE OFFICE 
‘Ah Floor, Administration Bulding, MSS Complex 


Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon Ciy 1105 Philplns 
Tal. Nos. +63(+2) 922-8767; 822-2969 Fax No. +63(+2) 821/2887 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT LETTER OF INTENT 


The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), as Project 
‘Sponsor, is hereby inviting prospective challengers/biddars to submit their Letter 
of Intent expressing interest for tie "Swiss Challenge" of the proposal to 
Finance, Design, Construct, Oparate and Maintain the 18.9 kms North Luzon 
East Expressway (NLEE), Stage 1, Segments 1 & 2"La Mesa Parkways” (La 
Mesa at Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City - San Jose del Monte, 
Norzagaray, Bulacan), using the Water Sensitive Urban Tolioad Technology, 
to include the catchments, swale fitration, production, storage and distribution 
of raw waler, submited by the Ausphil Tolways Corporation, the original 
proponent ofthe project through the Unsolicited mode of the Build, Operate, 
‘Transfer (BOT) Scheme. 
‘The proposed bidding shall be conducted and facilitated together with the 
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH), as Co-Sponsor and 
Implementing Agency. and governed by the BOT Law (RA No. 7718) and its 
Implementing Rules and Regulations, as amended and revised. 
Submission of the Letter of Intent shall not be later than 17 July 2006 and 
addressed to: 
‘The Chairman 
Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
Ground Floor, Engineering Buiding 
‘Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City 
“Tol. No, 922-2568 / 928-5691 


(Sod.) ORLANDO C. HONDRADE 
Administrator 
(POL ow hy 78.14.2006) 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND PRE-QUALIFICATION 
The Barangay Ayala Alabang ites ores peso pe-uty for me- 

‘CONSTRUCTION OF BARANGAY HALL 
í Ma. Gotha SL, Ayala Abang Vaage, ntrnpa Oy 
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The South Luzon Tollway Corporation 


announces an 


INVITATION TO APPLY and to BID 


THE SOUTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY 
REHABILITATION AND WIDENING PROJECT 


(CIVIL WORKS SERVICES) 


SOUTH LUZON TOLLWAY CORPORATION invites civil work Category “AAA” 
contractors to apply for prequalification eligibility for the proposed rehabillitation and 
expansion of the existing toll road from Alabang to Calamba (28.53 km.). 


Interested contractors may pick up the prequalification documents at the following 
address: 


SOUTH LUZON TOLLWAY CORP. 

(SLEX) South Luzon Expressway Project 

6* Floor Mobile Entertainment Center (formerly Jaycem Bldg.) 
104 Rada St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 


{PDI-June 30, July 3 & 5, 2006) 


Powered by ISUZU ENGINE 
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SOLDE! 


AGUSAN DEL SUR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
‘San Francisco, Agusan del Sur 
Tel Nos (085) 343-8455, 242-3280 
‘Telefax No. (085) 839-2275, 


VATE- VATINON VAT Aapsraton: 
Stoi orertsrascis wi bee esac lelagone martes ad adesse: 
Cendeaton a damiers tom assure atau’ or aarc syaomert. 

‘iam oi me shove requiremeris at no ba nan 130 am ol 3. 208, at he 
Barangay Aala Aavan afee. hava Son. Ayaa Azar Vlogs Marcha Ciy Mavo Marei. 
Taeptene NO (02) 072428423554; enol aadyatca can, Weste rgeysesstarg com 

‘Ai pelle Bis shal ve nenad as 'a wiin an whore he Bit Pope wb et Oy ons 
thar pr lad by Barangay Ayala bats and Arcs Comta tal baad oat 

The Barangay Ayala sang esas te eto jt any and a bids, 1o wahe any cts ie | 
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(S92) FRANCISCO A UNAU, SR. 
Charman Bes a mws Coraes 


Bulma lngheay. Cagayan de Oro City 
“elton No (088) 158-5985 Ce No. 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Agusan dei Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc., an electric 
cooperative with Main Office address located at San Francisco, Agusan 
del Sur, invites all qualified suppliers to bid for the purchase of one (1) 
unit brand new 5 MVA Power Transformer, Brand - Shiniin, Taiwan. 

Pre-bidding conference shall be conducted on July 12, 2006, 
9:00 in the moming at the ASELCO Main Office Board Room, San 
Francisco, Agusan del Sur. Opening of sealed bids shall be done on 
the same date and venue at 1:00 in the afternoon in the presence of 
bidders’ representatives, Procurement, Bids, and Awards Committee. 
and witnesses. Bidders are required to pay a non refundable fee in 
the amoun of Php 1,000.00 for the bid documents. 

Interested bidders may visit the office or call Engr. Leonilo A 
Lolong, PBAC Chair for more information, 
(Sgd.) URSULO E. ANUTA 

Manager 


20% DISCOUNT! 
ENGINE TUNE-UP 
WHEEL ALIGN 
BALANCING BRAKES, 
CAMBER CONVERSON 
(CREDIT CARDS HONORED 
RUBBERVOLT 
| _7vsae.oc | 
E] 


‘OFFICERESIDENTIAL 
TORRENT 
maranaF LEGASA 
‘TOWER 100 SP PeOTAO, 
PANDACAN 24008 
LAURA ST. 2F28R 
P8300 10. 

CALL ALANGISA2TT 
OR 0817-4902309 


Potone 32063 Buoy THE 


MAGNIFICE? 

OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Furnished and Unfurnished 
"PG. visit or eal 
5236640 / 5236630 


AVAILABLE 
Stusio. 1, 2and 3 BR 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


JAC RIPINAS 
PAWNSHOP. INC. 
100C. PALANCA ST., 
QUIAPO, MANILA 
WL SELLAL 
UNBEDEENEDALEDSES, 
FOR THE MONTHS OF 
DEC 2005 8 JAN 205 
(ON GULY 2, 2005 ATBAML 

-2 LANUZA AUCTIONEER 


MPO- une 38 2 St 1,308 


BUY * SELL * PAWN! 
WATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 


sme, BESTOFFER 
Fe ‘J 


BAGUIO 


Very Luxurious Condos! 
poss Buram Park 
ised Road 
‘Studio, 1 & 2BR units 
Ownership siars at 
P13,000/mo 
0920-6014088 
915-0055 


More Classified Ads: 
City Government of SEC 
on A4, Zamboanga on A6, 
MWSS & NFA on A10, and 
Province of Surigao del 
Sur on B10. 


OBITUARIES. 
A Be — 


pg 
"SEP Into Your Hands, I commit my spirit, redeem me O Lord, 
The God of Salvation. PSALMS 31:5 


STUDENT 
CONDO 


534-9921 * 531-1384 * 534-8350 * 531-0395 * (046) 417-3115 


Pé,606/mo (0920) 950-4626 * (0917) 855-7881 * (0920) 961-2418 


*PapBlGHowsngLoan (0920) RSGHOME * (092) 91-0002 * wav gueventcom*hbi@gueventcom | 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Glonetia 1 
“ele 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Makati 
Teis 889-7955 


INTOWN 
EPP suse 
Er uus 


‘Fashion 
Issues’ 


THE LASALLE 
COLLEGE Interna: 
tional at the 
Bloomingdale Build- 
ing, Salcedo Street, 
Makati City, is pre 
senting “Fashion 1s- 
sues” today, 7:30 
p-m. at the Manila 
Polo Club. It is the 
2006 graduation 
fashion show of stu- 
dents who have sue 
cessfully finished 
the two-year Inter 
national Diploma in 
Fashion Design, 
LaSalle College 
International newly 
appointed director 
general Dr. Norma 
Cruz is confident 
that these fashion 
design graduates 
are fully equipped 
with all the techni- 
cal training and de- 
sign exposures they 
need in carving @ 


Maria Abancio Japzon š 


of Calbiga, Samar 


who joined her Creator 
on June 28, 2006 at the age of 84 


Her loving sisters CONCEPCION ABANCIO DARADAL, GASPARA 
ABANCIO DARADAL and brother ATTY. ILDEFONSO S. ABANCIO 
and wife VICENTA ROSALES ABANCIO, nephews, nieces, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to join in praying for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


of Navotas, Metro Manila & Guinobatan, Albay 
Former Director, National Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA) 


November 24, 1914 — June 27, 2006 


Her remains lie in state at Premiere | Chapel, 


Wife: Corazon Carillo, 
Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. 


Daughter: Nieva ‘Bunny’ P. Garcia, 
Son-in-Law: Lito Garcia; Grandchildren: Alexis, 
Monette & Jun Romualdez, Lorelei & Michael Tan, 
Isadora & John Jacinto and Great Grandchildren; 
Parents: Simeon (+) & Modesta (+); 

Brothers and Sisters: Felizardo (t), Abelardo (t), 
Baby (t), Conde, Pepe (t), Ruben & Dra. Teofie Dionisio; 
Relatives and Friends join in prayer 
for his eternal repose in heaven. 

His remains lie at the Magallanes Church Memorial 
Chapel, Magallanes Village, 

South Super Hi-Way (SLEX), Makati City. 
Interment will be on Sunday, July 2, 2006 after 2:00 P.M. 
Mass at the Family Mausoleum at the Loyola 

k, Marikina City. 


RAS msi 


A Massage of Thanks ia 


We, the family of the late 


Natividad Contreras Gonda 


who peacefully pained her Creator 
and her beloved lastud Leandro “Ding” Gonda 
of 83 


Masses will be held on Friday & Saturday at 6:00 p.m. 
and on Sunday, July 2, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. at the Premier 1 Chapel. 
Interment follows at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina. 


mark in the fashion 
scene today. Cruz 
adds that" the com- 
prehensive interna- 
tional Fashion De 
sign program de 
signed by the 
LaSalle College In- 
ternational head- 
quarters in 
Montreal, Canada is 
successfully being 
adopted and applied 
by its team of able 


CONSUELO RUNEZ CORONEL 


Peacefilly joined our Lord 
on June 28, 2006 at the age of 71 


Her loving husband, Narding; children, Bradley and Doris, Alfred, 
Diane and Bong; grandchildren, Bryan, Mari and Cheska; brothers, Richie 


and Rudy (+); sisters, Rose, Fin and Merci give thanks to the Lord for the $ Meit: 
blessing of her lit 


Her remains lie in state at the Mr. Carmel Church, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


Cremation will be on July 2, 2006 after the 1:00 a.m. Mass at the La 
Funeraria Paz Crematorium. 


faculty members 
headed by program 
director Thelma 
Badon", 

“Fashion Issues” 
will feature signa: 
ture styles and 
debutante collec- 
tions of eight out- 
standing young sı 
dents. Under the di- 
rection of Gerry |) 
Katigbak, LaSalle 
College is the only 


“Eternal life will swallow up that which can 
die. God made us for this very reason and 
He has given us the Spirit as a guarantee 
that we will live again.”— 2 corintions 5:4-5 


International Fash- 
ion School in the 
country. 


md Amelie, Chino, Justin. Maru anu Nala Joshe 


‘Stcerely express our gratitade to all those who offered prayers, sen flon 
‘ondoled uad comforted u» i our bour ol bereavement 


aE TST. . 
l 3 12) FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006 


st eanuaoniseinanadecnsbndchin et weceeesuesinh 


Gov't lowers borrowing target for Q 


By Michelle V. Remo BT K P8 B > government spending and the 
r to raise via Postponement of plans to maxi- 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS REVISED s s mize expenditure limits to help 
its domestic borrowing program for E b ll b d ‘pump-prime the economy. 
i dmi oote rere L-DILLS, DONAS Issuance The government has set a bud- 
P84 billion, lower than the original get deficit ceiling of P125 billion 
plan of P1043 bilion, following the  Tbills are short-term govem- term goal of debt reduction. for the entire year, but fiscal au- 
ing of budget surpluses in the ment securities with maturity of The BTr earlier reported that thorities said it was mor difficult 
previous months. one year and less, while Tbonds the national government posteda to achieve a lower deficit figure 
oe ort owing target for havetenorsofmorethan a year P5.8billion budget surplus in because of the over performance 
the third quarter is 87 percent The BT said the auctions for- May, which followed the P17.6- in the previous months 
lower than the P1326 billion bills and bonds in the third quar- billion surplus in April. The P125-billion deficit goal 
worth of domestic liabilities post- ter would be held fortnightly These brought down the govem- this year is 15 percent lower than 
edin the same period last year. National Treasurer Omar Cruz menrs five-month budget deficit to the P146.8-billion budget gap 
According tothe Bureau of the had said the borrowing program only P442 billion, 35 pereentlower recorded in 2005 
Tent te third quarterborrow. Would be flexible depending onthe than the P67.8 bilion recorded in The governments economic 
ing woud be undertaken through govemmenťs cash position. He the same period last year team has set a goal of further 
ing would e a iion wonhof Said the government was indined The surpluses came despite trimming the deficit to P63 bi- 
einen and P42 bilion t cut down its borrowings to re- shortfalls in tax collections. They lion nest year and to zero by 
worth of Treasury bonds. main consistent with the medium- were attributed to controlled 2008. 


Bayan eyes supplemental complaint vs PSALM 
By Abigail L. Ho cemed about the market. If they want to lose $14 million (perfor- ofits $561.7-million bid for Nation- Text ga m i n g 


are confident about the (whole- mance bond), but they also don’t al Power Corp-s generation asset. 
WHILE MALAYSIAN CONGLOM- sale electricity spot market), then want tolet goof $227 million just _ The original deadline was Dec- * 

erate Ranhill Bhd is ready with the there will be no problem. But like that,” he said. 2, 2005, or 270 days after the bid- primed or rowth 
Sosy Rulon down payment for we're notevensureifthe Wesmis The militant Bagong Alyansang ding. This was extended to March 

he GoO- megawatt (MW) Masinloc now fully functioning, sowe were Makabayan (Bayan), for its part, 31 and, again, to June $0. 3 
coal-fired power plant, its remit- forced to go to the distribution said it would file a supplemental These undue concessions THE COUNTRY'S GAMING IN- partnership with ABS-CBN for 
tance is hinged on the completion utility,” he said. Smplaint to the graft case it prompted Bayan to file graft | Susy is hiring new highs as the July 2 bout between local 
of a power supply agreement with He added that Ranhill would lodged against officials of Power charges against PSALM officials, | MOr and more companies turn boxing hero Manny Pacquiao 
Manila Electric Co. have to exercise “business pru- Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- including president Nieves Oso- to short messaging service or and Mexican Oscar Larios. 

Tn a telephone interview yes- dence” in making a final decision agement Corp. (PSALM) if they rio, vice president for asset man- ‘texting’ through mobile phones E-Games launched Mano Mi- 
terday, Gary Makasiar, spokesper- whether to remit the down pay- would give ‘another deadline ex- agement and electricity trading, toreach out to customers. lyonaryo last Monday. 
son for Masinloc winning bidder ment to Power Sector Assets and Li- tension to YNN for the remittance Froilan Tampinco and board ‘The country is already ahead The Pacquiao-Larios text bet- 
YNN Pacific Consortium Inc., said abilities Management Corp. today ofthe down payment. members Finance Secretary Mar- | iSoutheastAsiaintermsofgen- ting game give, Filipinos a taste 
the Malaysian financier was com- “We'll really try to settle every- The YNN group, the winning bid- garito Teves, Energy Secretary | Same business for online gam- of Las Vegas-style betting with a 
mitted tothe transaction and had thing, meet the deadline but der for the Masinloc plant, has until Raphael Lotilla, Budget Secretary | 18 Research firm IDC said the twist—the bets are typed on a 
the resources to pay forthe plant. (Ranhill) is really concerned today to remit the $227-million Rolando Andaya, Economic Plan- online gaming market in the mobile phone and sent to the 

“But of course, they are con- about the market. They wouldn't down payment, which is 40 percent avanres | Philippines grew by 72 percentin mobile operator 

terms of revenue in 2005. A text bet costs P10. Regis- 

Total subscription revenues trants—only 21 years and older 
reached $15.56 million, the re- can join—are entitled to P20 
search outfit said. worth of free load. 

And while the Intemet has Participants can bet by typing 
provided many companies and MANO<space>P (for Pac- 
consumers with a new platform quiao), L (for Larios) or D (for a 
to play with, “texting” isseenas draw) and send to 7168 


C an omn an even bigger medium giventhe (Smart). 

a huge subscriber base of Smart Fourteen names who picked 
Communications, the country’s the correct bet will be drawn ran- 
top mobile phone operator. domly at the raffle draw on July 
"The latest text gaming promo 7 at the Casino Filipino office in 
to hit town is Mano Milyonaryo, Paranaque. E-Games and other 
a text betting game introduced sponsors have put up PLS mil- 

by Text Entertainment Games in lion in cash prizes for the raffle. 


Delighting You Alwoys 


RP furniture exporters 
fear losing markets 


By Irene R. Sino Cruz Boquiren said. In 2005, the 

PDI Visayas Bureau amount further dropped to $304 
million. 

CEBU CITY—THE EMERGENCE Cebus furniture export perfor- 

ofnew suppliers of furnitureinthe mance also experienced a down- 

world threatens the market share turn, with its: share of the country’s 

OfFilipino furniture exporters. total exports dropping from a high 

Michael Basubas, president of of 70 percent in the 1990s to only 
the Cebu Furniture Industry 40 percent last year, Boquiren said. 
Foundation Inc. (CFIF), said Viet- Tecline in the country’s furniture 
nam had overtaken the Philip- exports was blamed on fierce com- 
pines as a furniture supplier in petition particularly from China 
the world market. and Vietnam. 

“jn 2000, Viemam was behind She said the shrinking market 
us, Now, they're ahead of us,” Ba- share could also be blamed on the 
subas said. governments unfriendly trade 

Vienam, which started overtak- policies and the inconsistencies in 
ing the Philippines in 2003, posts _ the implementation of rules 
an average market share of 0.78 _ The private sector, for its part, 
percent yearly from 2000 to 2005. failed to upgrade their factories, 

In contrast, the Philippines ac- she added. 
counted for only 0.54 percent, ac- While the Philippines has been 
cording to a CFIF study. known for its design capability, she 

CEIF director Laurie Boquiren, said the county might soon lose 

citing the results of the study, said this advantage since other Asian 
er eect san id oammet that while the country’ furniture countries had been hiring Filipino 
3 Who provides sofware tat automaticaly dates all document versions? exports had been dropping, those designers and technical people, 

Gf other Asian countries were In China, Boquiren said, there 
Pye growing. was an organization of furniture 
1 Woas ya b a ein ede aion tine eee! From $316 million in 2002, the designers and technical people 
enig philippines suffered a 12-percent with 500 all-Filipino members, 10 

drop in furniture expons in 2003, of the designers were from Cebu. 


Insurers seek tax cuts 


THE INSURANCE COMMISSION on insurance policies. 
. iz A said it would back calls for the ratio- ‘At present, a 50-centavo DST is 
Discover How Business Can Be Simple. malization of taxes imposed on the in- slapped on every P200 worth of In- 
surance industry, saying the tax bur- surance and is collected every time 
CANON MARKETING (PHILIPPINES). INC. one den had been making insurance the premium is paid. The industry 
Buding, Don Chino Ros products unpopular among Filipinos, wanes the DST collected only upon 
20 Insurance Commissioner Evange- payment of the first premium. 

line Escobillo said her office was sup- Escobillo agreed with the indus- 
porting the proposal of insurance uy, noting that in other countries, 
ao firms seeking the reduction of the the DST was based on a per-insur- 
Sarno. ora) aez-asey Fax No. (O72) 242-0000 Oren asa. Fox es ENE. taxes imposed on the industry. ance-policy basis and not on a per- 

“Ifyou compare our industry with — premiuim-payment basis, 
those of other countries, we'll see  Non-life insurance companies 
8849010 for Inquiries, or visit www.canon-asla com/business. how-heavily weare taxed," shesaid, also want the value-added tax on 
"This and the lack of public eduea- reinsurance service lifted. ‘They 
tion on insurance protection hin- said reinsurance transactions 
ered the sector’s growth, she said were intended merely to dis- 
‘The industry specifically wants tribute risk arising from an exist- 
changes in the manner by which ing insu ince policy, which was al- 
documentary stamp tax is imposed ready taxed. Michelle V Remo 
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(inst oftwo parts) 

By Dante Velasco 
Contributor 

HE CONFERENCE 

l was simply billed 

“Al Ries’ Brand 
Marketing Conference,” 
featuring the renowned 
Rieses—Al and daughter 
Laura. It was organized 
by Salt & Light Ventures. 
The 1,070 participants, 
who paid P10,000 (for 
the early birds) to 
P12,000 each to attend 
the conference, were giv- 
en a Workbook—a 56- 
page study guide which 
contains a treasure trove 
of “immutable laws of 
branding.” 

Tmet Aland Laura one day ear- 
lier at a function room at the 
Philippine Plaza, one hour after 
their plane touched down at the 
Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port, Ardy and dad Ned Roberto 
(Social Marketing” co-author of 
Philip Kotler) of Salt and Light 
and [had a lively exchange on the 
duo's publishing business and 
consulting practice. 

One immediately noted an ar- 


day! 


ticulateness, passion and energy 
in the two authors who have spo- 
ken in 55 countries around the 
world, and published books with 
combined number of copies sold 
placed at more than a million. 
‘Their “Positioning” book alone 
sold half a million. 

‘And to think that another title, 
“Rock,” was also considered. Al 
however chose “positioning” be- 
cause itis “more dynamic,” it can 
serve as verb and noun, and it 
aptly deseribes the process. 

Another bestseller, “The Fall 
of Advertising and the Rise of 
PR” kicked up a lot of contro- 
versy, generated reams and 
reams of reviews, and changed 
the way marketing, advertising 
and PR practitioners 
about building and maintain- 
ing brands. “The book had its 
shock value,” Al volunteered, 
adding that they “managed the 
perception of the readers quite 
well.” 

Speaking of “shock value,” Al 
revealed that one word in the 
original tite of the book was even 
more shocking: “death.” Thanks 
to the advice of an “Advertising 
Age” editor, “The Death of Adver- 
tising” did not see the light of 


So, the father-and-daughter 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


them. 


went 


her wit 


name.” 


tandem that spoke at the jam- 
packed ballroom came with their 
reputation preceding them. At 
the hall itself, Al and Laura held 
sway, one after the other in clock- 
work precision, pacing the stage 
without a podium, expanding on 
every law in branding—as if they 
were (because they probably are) 
“natural laws.” 

Al, without notes, was com- 
manding with clear confident 
voice, born of ideas he knows by 
heart because they are his, and 
dealing with every case of success 
or failure—either because they 
followed the “laws” or violated 


Laura was a deserving member 
ofthe tandem, with a compelling 
and arresting presence, and was 
alternately serious, witty and 
teasing at the same time. The 
crowd remembered every dig at 
product failures or “line exten- 
sion” efforts (Al and Laura advise 
against them). 

Laura, criticizing “line exten- 
sion,” charmed the audience with 
“Guys want to play like 
Michael Jordan (of Nike fame) 
but who wants a cologne in his 


Or this piece on “Virgin” wed- 
ding dresses, Laura was in her 
teasing mood: “There may be a 


ence in their palm. 


mutable laws.” 


Ries! 


livered. 


marketing 


sic 


Ned's reply: “The audience 
love stories and anecdotes—and 
thataudience romance with them 
explains the success of Ries and 


Then my respected market and 
social research professor quickly 
added: “Could you imagine how 
more powerful Al and Laura 
would be if they have that kind of 
research!” The point was well-de- 


But the crowd was in no mood 
for academie discipline. They just 
wanted to learn at the feet of two 
masters—spanning 
two generations—making “im- 
mutable laws” alive with their 
stories of market triumphs and 
disasters, and preaching the clas- 
concept of 
ing”—and, yes, their new gospel 


market for such dresses in the 
Philippines, but there's ZERO 
‘market in the US.” Laughter. 

‘The whole-day conference was 
a marketing event, by all indica- 
tions. Al and Laura had the audi- 


was seated beside my profes- 
sor at AIM, Dr. Ned Roberto, and 
asked him if it would help if the 
tandem could present research 
data on which to base their con- 
clusions that have become “im- 


on “divergence.” 


‘Again, the Ries family is tak- 
ing issue with another well-es- 
tablished concept on “conver- 
gence.” Will they succeed? Re- 
call that they re-defined the role 
of advertising and PR, and peo- 
ple sat up and listened. With 
their sheer intellectual energy, 
their wealth of stories, and their 
keen eye on the changing pat- 
tems in the markerplace—they 
can command a formidable fol- 


lowing. 


market. 


“Position- 


‘And this “following” are read- 
ers, conference participants and 
CEOs in desperate search for an- 
swers as they get clobbered in the 


‘When Al and Laura steps into 
readers’ minds or into vast cor 

ference halls—and into the CEOs" 
executive suites, they bring the 
time-tested strategy of position- 


ab 2} 


usiness@inquirer:com.ph 


ing (under the general concept of 
Focus). 

Readers receive a shaft of 
dazzling light of understanding, 
halls full of people are ener- 
gized to ty it the “Ries 
way’—and every CEO comes 
away with a new idea that will 
turn his market upside down 
and his sales charts rising to un- 
precedented heights. 

The good news is the Ries tan- 
dem delivers. The Brand Market- 
ing Conference ended at five in 
the afternoon; a long queue of 
participants were formed for an 
autograph session with the 
speakers/authors; and the more 
than a thousand attendees will 
never be the same again. 


What are the long-term effects of sales promos? 


Q: Do you have data on what are to- 
day's most used (and we assume, the 
most effective) sales promo events 
and activities in the consumer mar- 
ket? Do you have data on what's the re- 
al sales effectiveness of promos? By re- 
al, we refer to the long-term promo 
sales effects as against its short-term 
or immediate sales effects. Our own 
experience is that practically all of our 
sales promos give us immediate sales 
increase, But later, sales of the pro- 
moted brand gets back to its previous 
sales level and even lower. Is our expe- 
rience typical or specific to us? 

‘A: Here's the answer to your first ques- 
tion. As we've said in our May 19 and 26 
column (our columns are archived on 
Ing7.net/money), sales promotion activ- 
ities are many and growing in number 
and variety. But at any given time, there 
are only about halfa dozen or so that are 
in most used. 


Most effective sales 
promo is not most used 

‘ACNielsen Philippines in a 2006 in- 
dustry paper, “Promo Power,” reported 
there are seven such most-used promo 
activities: premium-on-pack (POP), pre- 
mium-in-pack (PIP), price-off or dis- 
count, product sampling, raffles, extra 
product giveaways, and promo girls de- 
ployment. 

In POR the premium item (or product) 
is found attached on the package of the 
sales promoted brand. In PIR that premi- 
um item is found inside the sales promot- 
ed brand's package. 

ACNielsen reports the premium-on- 


pack (POP) counts as 82 percent of all 
promos implemented in the Visayas, 70 
percent in Mindanao, and 52 percent in 
Metro Manila. While POP is the most 
used promo, ACNielsen found that it is 
price off or discount promo that is most 
effective in increasing sales—on the av- 
erage around 5 percent. 

This brings us to your second ques- 
tion: “what is the true, long-term sales 
effectiveness of sales promos?” 

You are correct in distinguishing be- 
tween sales promos’ immediate sales ef- 
fects versus its long-term effects. And 
you are right in saying that the “true” 
sales effectiveness is in the long-term. 

Your observation of sales patterns over 
time is good. But it's incomplete and 
that’s why you could not find the answer 
to your second question. So if your sales 
observation over time is complete, you'll 
geta better answer. 

‘What you can do for a complete sales 
observation is to divide your observation 
time period into four parts: (1) the peri- 
od before the start of your sales promo 
campaign, (2) the period during the 
campaign, (3) the period immediately 
after the end of the campaign, and (4) 
the period following when things “set- 
tled down.” 

In terms of sales pattern, each period 
will manifest its own particular and dis- 
tinctive sales pattern. 

Period 1, the before-the-campaign 
time-line, will show a sales trend that's 
either rising, steady or flat, or declin- 
ing. The longer this time line is, the 
slower will be the rising or declining 
trend. You need this period's sales pat- 


“i:Dr. Ned Robertos 
€ Ardy Roberto _ 


tern as your reference sales baseline or 
what you referred to as your “previous 
sales level” before the promo cam- 
paign. 

You compare the promo campaign's 
post launch sales effects to this base- 
line. It functions like your control 
group data in an experimental design 
for an effectiveness evaluation re- 
search. 

Period 2, the during-the-campaign 
time line, will show an inverted U-shape 
sales curve that starts with an immediate 
sales increase, then a peaking of that 
sales increase, and then followed by a 
sales decline till the end-point of the 
campaign period. Studies of this period's 
sales increase (including ACNielsen’s) 
have found that the sales increases dur- 
ing this period come from two sets of si- 
multaneously executed consumer pur- 
chase behaviors. 


Consumer purchase 
behavior on sales promos 

‘The first is consumer brand switching 
purchases. Consumers of other brands 
get tempted to buy and then try’ the sales 
promoting brand. 

‘The other source of the sales increases 
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is the current consumers of the sales pro- 
‘moting brand. 

To take advantage of the incentives 
from the sales promo, they move their 
scheduled later period purchases of their 
sales promoting brand to this period. 
Many of them also decide to buy more 
than their usual volumes. Because of this 
‘combined consumer purchase behaviors, 
the size or area of this inverted U-shape 
sales curve is typically larger than the 
size or area of the sales dip curve in the 
next period, Period 3. 

Period 3, the immediately-after-the- 
campaign time line, will show a U-shape 
sales dip that continues the sales decline 
at the end of Period 2, then shows a level- 
ing out of the sales decline, and then a 
sales rise up to or above or below the 
sales baseline. 

‘According to the same several avail- 
able sales promo effectiveness studies, 
the total sales decline of this period 
practically all comes from the brand's 
current consumers’ decisions to move 
forward to Period 2 their scheduled lat- 
er period purchases plus the decision 
by many of these consumers to also buy 
more. 

‘This is why the area of this sales curve 
is smaller than that of the sales curve in 
Period 2. In other words, over the three 
periods, this sales dip cancels out the 
sales rise from this moving forward con- 
sumer purchases in Period 2. When you 
deduct this sales dip from the Period 2's 
total sales rise you get the net sales from 
brand switching. 

Period 4, the return-to/above/below- 
the-sales-baseline time line, is where the 


sales trend shows either: (1) a slight rise 
in sales above the brand's sales baseline; 
(2) a return of the sales line to the base- 
line, or (3) a slight fall in sales below the 
sales baseline. What determines which 
sales trend will prevail? 

Studies tell us what will prevail is a 
function of how much repeat purchase 
comes out of the brand switching. IF a 
good proportion of the switchers stay 
and repeat their purchase of the sales 
promoting brand, then the slight rise 
above the baseline will materialize. 

However, if all of the brand switchers 
go back to their former brands, then the 
second sales trend obtains, i.e., the sales 
trend back to the baseline. Finally, ifthe 
switchers all go back and even take with 
them some of the others who are cur- 
rent users of the sales promoting brand, 
then the third sales trend will happen, 

., one that's slightly below the base! 
line. 

‘The preceding three alternative sales 
trends define the three alternative sales 
patterns across the preceding 3 periods, 
namely, Periods 2, 3 and 4. The ideal pat: 
tern is obviously the first one where the 
Period 4's sales trend shows a slight rise 
in sales above the brand's sales baseline 
In practice, is this ideal sales pattern also 
the sales promo campaign's typical sales 
pattern result? The tracking research da> 
ta in the US of ACNielsen has shown this 
is not the case. 

Next week—why the typical sales pro- 
mos are becoming less and less prof- 
itable. 3 

Feedback at MarketingRx@pldtDSL.net 
or text us at 0919-314-5412. God bless! 
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of financial stability and several thousands of bosses and lots 

sold from a significant mmber of completed projects in Metro 

Manila and Calabarzon consisting of residential subdivisions, 

toxonbouses, condominiums, industrial and farm lots. Traly, 
Linking Filipino Generations since 1976. 


.,_ COMPANY LEADERSHIP 
fbe Board of Directors with Chairman, Atty. Sabino R, { 
Padilla Jr, Vice-Chairman Daniel Y. Chiong and other 
members: Washington Z, Sycip, Chung Tiong Tay, Vicente T. 
Paterno, Ronaldo T. Cometa, Simeon M. Ualdex, Elizabeth 
C. Chow and Alice Ç. Goboc brings Stateland, Jnc. to its third 
decade alongside the sense of dmamism calibrated through the 
‘management team beaded by its President - Renaldo T. 
Cometa, Executive Uice President - Elizabeth Ç. Chow, Senior 
Uice President for Operations and Corporate Secretary - 
Bienvenido S. Up, First Uice President for Treasury - Mary 
C. Maguilan, Vice President for Planning - Alfonso S. 
Naanep, Uice President for Marketing - Delie U. Chua, and 
Division Head for Production - Engr. Norman U. Marcelino. 
Tndeed, with this force, the leadership stands unified with an 
unyielding commitment to the values and spirit that the company 
pholds. 


WORKFORCE 
eryone working with Stateland is empowered and driven to 
“maintain the highest standards of quality in house construction, 
processes and customer relationships. The workforce adopts 
dynamic standards that undergo constant review and self- 
assessment that enable itself to raise such standards even higher. 


G z 
Zr all its projects, Stateland identifies bomebioer requirements 


proximity to trade centers, schools and sanitary environment as 
some of the important considerations that are integrated in the 


Nowaliches, Quezon City and Royal Plaza 1 in Sta. Mesa, 


ft development has truly been ksoticd ‘with’ commiitiiént t0 : 


of keping its mission and vision of Linking Filipinos through 


nore 2 


NG FILIPINO GENERATIONS 
Sree, Inc. takes pride in its milestones..expressed in terms <Stateland’s well-trained architects, engineers and marketers 


perform meticulous observation, in-depth analysis, and evaluation 
Of its individual task for continuous improvement. Project 


studies undergo constant scrutiny to uphold the interest of 


customers wbo bave rising expectations thus, ensuring homebuyer 


satisfaction and continuing patronage. 


MARKET 


Fiza positioned itself for sratainate growth în a woke 
‘defined market of middle to upper-middle class, guided by a 
mission to provide exceptionally quality housing projects to the 


Filipino people that will be cherished through generations, 
STATELAND PROJECTS 


such as security and safety, affordable financial schemes, 


project conceptualization and development. 


Recently developed projects of the Company aim to satisfy 
bomeinoers” investment needs which are: Gran Seville in 
Cabugao, Laguna, Chester Place in Dasmariñas, Cavite, 
Costal Place in Tmus, Cavite, North Olympus Prime in 


Manila. 


Stateland’s 30th year of contribution to the uplifting of the 
standard of living of its countrymen through community 


ntinuous improvement of its people, and services- an assurance, 


Generations. 
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#1 Platinum St., Goldendale Subd. Tinajeros, Maiabon 
Tels.: 2877827, 2877830 Fox 287.9506 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


È STATELAND, INC. 
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‘With the very competitive market, it continues to bring in innovativeness into its present project and 
bouse design as it vies for one of the industry's major players. 


With a full force of architectural and engineering backed up with operational kuow-bow and creativity, 
this quality developer bas continually been resilient, competitive, and vigorous in facing the ever 
demanding ‘and challenging market. 


In celebration ofits years of accomplishments, Stateland came up with an exciting Family Day Fan 


Day coent that wouid capture the interest of Filipino Families who has been the essence of Stateland’s 
concept of friendly and comfortable communities. 


2 


@ June 30-Fuly 02, Stateland wishes to invite brokers, agents, and prospective lagers for the 
Grand Viewing of Gran Seville in Calxoiao, Laguna as well as festive activities like Bandfest, 
Drawe-me-a-Home Painting Contest, Mini-Concert and Shop and Eat/Tiangge with participating 
stores like: Jollibee, Coca-cola, Enchanted Kingdom, Globe, Business World, Smart, Toyota, 
Pizza Pedro's, Philippine Cbristian Bookstore and many more, for the entertainment of its 
guests and clients. 


Tn addition to that, raffle prizes will be given all throughout the program. The company will also 
bave special prizes for prospective clients who will inquire and reserve during the celebration. 


“For more details, you may reach Stateland, Jnc. at telephone number 00-(632)2446818, a friendly 
salespers be glad to assist 
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.. God is the builder of everything.” - Hebrews 3:4 
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CALL (632) 244-6818 / (632) 244-6877 or visit us at 
Head Office: 3/F State Centre Building, 333 Juan Luna St., Binondo, Manila 
Makati Branch: G/F GDC Building, Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City www.stateland.com.ph 
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Value-added selling urged Franchising stirs rise of SMEs 


TEAM JAPAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
Tourism (DOT) is advocating “value-added 
marketing” to enable the local tourism indus- 
‘ty to adapt to an emerging trend that makes 
travel more and more based on activity and 
interest rather than destination. 

Speaking in behalf of Tourism Secretary 
Joseph Ace H. Durano at the “Intourpreneur” 
Congress in Cebu recently, Team Japan head 
Rosvi C. Gaetos said: “The highly informative 
Cebu brochure of the DOT lists down her- 
itage, fiestas and festivals, shopping and en- 
tertainment, aside from beach resorts, as the 
attractions of Cebu.” 

„Gaetos cited this multi-dimensional pro- 
motional presentation of Cebu as an example 
of value-added marketing, highlighting the 


alian 


TE 


a 


many unique activities that Japanese tourists 
could do on the island and the rest of the 
archipelago. 

‘More and more travelers are moving to- 
ward deciding what activities they want to do 
first, and then choose the destination that of- 
fers them. The ‘push’ (personal motivation) 
factor is getting stronger than the ‘pull’ (desti- 
nation) factor,” Gaetos explained. 

‘It is very important that as early as when 
the Japanese start considering Cebu for their 
next vacation, they must be made aware of 
what attractions Cebu has to offer to make 
their decision to choose Cebu much easier,” 
she emphasized. “Cebu needs to layer on ad- 
ditional offerings, products and destinations 
in its packages.” 
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FRANCHISING IS FAST EVOLVING 
into a means for the country's small 
and medium enterprises, or SMEs, to 
get into high level of operating effi- 
ciencies and become globally com- 
petitive. 

This was noted by the Philippine 
Franchise Association (PFA) in point- 
ing out the expansion of many of the 
country’s homegrown franchises into 
other parts of the world, 

PRA chairman emeritus Samie Lim 
said franchising had enabled, not on- 
ly SMEs, but also entrepreneurs to 
adopt modern management and op- 
erating systems through tested busi- 
ness formats with established brand 


pisticatton W 


names, goodwill, and customer ac- 
ceptance 

“The unfamiliarity of many SMEs 
or their inability to cope with the 
high-productivity requirements of 
modern business is somehow being 
addressed by franchising, whose en- 
terprises are well equipped with tech- 
nology and best practices,” Lim said. 

Business brands and opportunities 
will be showcased at the Franchise 
Expo 2006 to enable any SME or en- 
trepreneur to pick the kind of fran- 
chise of his interest and capacity to 
capitalize and operate, according to 
PFA president Robert Trota of Max's 
Franchising Ine. 


Slated at the World Trade Center 
on July 14 to 16, Franchise Expo 
2006 will provide participants with 
international and local networking, 
onsite marketing and sales, extensive 
promotions, and thousands of 
prospective clients who have decided 
to invest in a franchised business. 
Last year, the Franchise Expo generat- 
ed more than P200 million worth of 
businesses and almost 20,000 visi- 
tors. 

For inquiries, call 8558342 to 45; 
fox 8558346; or email mk- 
tg@worldexco.com), or the PFA Secre- 
tariat (Tel. 6870365 to 67, or 
email@nwave.net). 
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My warmest congratulations to the Philippine Retirement Inc. 
and Philippine Retirement Authority as you launch a globally 
competitive Philippine Retirement Industry. 

Your summit i the retirement industry indicates that the 
country is on the right track in creating a world-class industry. 
‘This will make the Philippines the preferred retirement haven in 
| Asia. 

|; | "Your work has inspired us all and shows that the Private sector 
d's eva) and the Government can truly work together to ensure that our 
economy will move forward for a better future. As we prepare the country for the 
migration of retirees from around the globe, may the PRI and PRA continue to re- 
main true to the Government's commitment and vision to attain a better life for 

our people. 

Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


(Sgd.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President 
Republic of the Philippines 


My call to Action 
T congratulate the PRI on bringing 3 months of effort, on the 
part of so very many people, to such a “momentous beginning”. 
‘The enormous dedication, which the private sector has mobi- 
lized, will surely spur us on, in our launching of the second stage 
of our strategic integrated initiative. And truly integrated itis, 
‘we move from promoting visas to promoting a globally competi- 
tive retirement industry. I cannot recall an instance when so 
many industries in the private sector have banded together to se- 
cure the strong, and committed support of Government. 

We, at the PRA, have sworn our wholehearted commitment to supporting a pri- 
vate-sector-led development of a world-class Philippine Retirement Industry. 

But the summit marks “the beginning” of the effort, not its culmination. 

Our combined success in fulfilling the industry's goals can only be expressed 
through the individual successes of many small enterprises and of large corpora- 
tions, as they deliver the class of care giving service for which we are already fa- 
mous worldwide. 

T therefore urge each and every one of you to take the “work-in-progress” being 
presented at this summit to chart your own course to success in a new industry for 
the benefit for all Filipinos 

Warmest greetings, 


(Sgd.) Edgar B. Aglipay 
Retirement Czar 

Chairman 

Philippine Retirement Authority 


{tis with great pleasure that I welcome all the various sectors 
supporting the Retirement Industry. The Philippine Retirement 
$ Incorporated (PRI), indeed, will play a vital role in the attain- 
ment of the overall objective of making the Philippines a retire- 
ment haven. 

‘The First Philippine Retirement Industry and Investment Sum- 
mit will be the springboard of synergy and cooperation between 
the government and the private sector in identifying thrusts and 
strategies to ensure a vibrant, productive, and successful Retire- 

‘ment Program. 
Congratulations, and I look forward to a fruitful event. 
‘Mabuhay to all participants of the Summit. 


(Sgd.) Willie J. Uy 
Chairman, PRI 


When the private sector moves, the whole country moves. 
When this is supported by government, the potential for success 
is even greater. 

‘The national retirement program is now being formulated by 
the private sector in tandem with government. For the past 3 
‘day and night, the private sector has been systematically 
mobilizing all retirement-related groups including, but limited 
to, housing, healthcare and lifestyle services. They have been 
contributing creative ideas and innovative recommendations to 
form astrategic retirement industry plan. 

"To demonstrate its deep and long-term commitment, the private sector has or- 
ganized formally into the Philippine Retirement Incorporated (PRI). PRI will 
‘work in close collaboration with Retirement Czar and Philippine Retirement Au- 
thority (PRA) Chair Edgardo Aglipay and other relevant agencies. We are glad 
that the retirement industry has been declared a key presidential flagship project 
which should get full government support 

“The road is long and challenging, because this requires the mobilization of all our 
society's sectors. In line with this, the PRI and the PRA will lead a one-day summit 
this Monday, July 3 to further consolidate the strategic plans for this program. 

‘This targets a cumulative new foreign retiree population of 900,000 in the next 
10 years. This is very doable, considering this is only 1/10 of 1% (or 1 in 1,000) of 
the potential market. The result will be 4 million new jobs, $44 billion in earned 
foreign exchange, multiplier effects, and even reverse migration. This, indeed, 
will be another leg to stand on as we move our country forward. 

Let us support this private-public sector collaboration. Its success is dependent 
on all of us. Here is an opportunity where the little each contributes of can, if we 
act collectively, make a big difference for our country. 

‘A drop of water, when put together, makes an ocean. A grain of sand, when 
combined, makes a seashore. Let us join forces to make our oceans, our seashores, 
and the rest of our nation synergize together to make the Philippines the premier 
retirement destination of the world. 

Sincerely yours, 


(Sgd.) Ernesto M. Ordonez 
President, PRI 


We revitalized the housing industry. It was a private sector ini- 
tiative with very strong support from government. This time we 
are doing a similar thing. But this time we are launching a whole 
new industry. 

d this time we are doing it with a much broader team com- 
prising the development, banking, health care, insurance, trans- 
portation, tourism, and education sectors, with strong support 
from government led by Gen. Edgardo Aglipay. 

‘This summit launches the Philippine Retirement Industry 
roadmap. But the real task lies ahead. For us to be able to reach our goals, both 
short term and long term, the combined support from all of these diverse private 
$. Sectors and government will be critical, 

‘Work with us and let the success of the industry be the source of your success. 


(Sgd.) NOELS. GONZALES 
‘Over-all Summit Chairperson 
Philippine Retirement Industry and Investment Summit 
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Board Advisor, Fernando Zobel de Ayala 


4st Philippine Retirement Industry and Investment Summit 


Organized by Philippine Reti 
with the strong support of the Phil 


8:00 - 9:00 Registration 
9:00 - 9:10 Opening Ceremonies (Prayer and National Anthem) 
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Welcome and Summit Overview 


Institutional Perspective? 
Government Sector? Private Sector 


E0372: Task Force on Globally 
Competitive Philippine Service Industries 


The Tsunami of Retirees 


A Retirement Destination Example 
BREAK 


Philippine CompetitiveAdvantage 
intheGlobal Arena 


"Branding" 3 Fresh approaches 


Marketing - What Are We Selling?And 
Whois Buying? 


LUNCH 


Signing of MOAs & PRA Dividend 
Contribution 


Guest of Honor 


Health Care(incl. Insurance and 
‘Transportation)Delivering World Class 
Care at an Affordable Price 
Housing (incl. Finance and Security) 

Integrated and Linked Facilities 
Human Resources Development(incl. 


‘festyle Services) Training and Managing 
Cultural Differences 


‘Overview of Workshops Have your Say 
IWe need your creativity 


BREAK 


Workshops Simultaneous 
Group Sessions 
Plenary (Reports from Workshops) 
‘Summarizing to let you know we heard you! 


Closing Ceremonies 


‘To Attend, Please Call Ms Ethel Rupa 


MrNoel S. Gonzales 
Summit Chair 


Gen Edgar B. Aglipay, PNP 
(Ret)Chair, PRA 
Dr Ernesto M. Ordoñez 
President, PRI 


Former Sec. Rizalino Navarro and 
Amb. Cesar Bautista 


Mr David R. Paraiso 
Chairman, Healthcare Coalition, 
Institute 

Congressman Simeon Kintanar 


Dr Bernardo VillegasUA&P 


Ms. Zenaida M. Marquez 
President, Empire East Properties 
Development Corporation 


PRA and Relevant Government 
Agencies 


Her Excellency 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 


Dr Teresa Elizabeth. P Asa 
Head, Allied Medical Services Manila 
Doctors Hospital 


Mr Willie J, UyChais, PRI 


Mr Francisco J. ColayeoChait, 
Lifeline Arrows 


Hans Bohlmann 


ethel.rupa@pra.govph 
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By Raquel P Gomez 
‘There are more old 
people versus the 
young people in the 
developed countries. 
The old people have 
money and are living 
longer. The old 
people in the 
developed countries 
have no choice but to 
leave their countries. 
They're the new 
product for an 
emerging market. If 
they’re bound to 
come, we might as 


well get them’ 


penne nse PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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THE REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY, WHICH 
is currently experiencing a boom, aims to 
make a cut in the big foreign retirement 
market by positioning the country as a 
retirement destination of choice in Asia, 
an area in the global map targeted by for- 
eigners in the developed countries for 


their second home. 


This objective was bolstered by the 
linking of the two organizations involved 
in the establishment of a complete and 
high-standard retirement industry in the 
country. The Philippine Retirement Au- 
thority and the Philippine Retirement Inc 
joined forces under the leadership of 
Gen. Edgar Aglipay who is head of the 
PRA and was currently bestowed the title 
“czar of the retirement industry” by 


Malacafiang. 


To generate more interest and focus on 
the emerging retirement industry, the 
PRA, which is the government's leading 
corporation promoting the Philippines as 
a retirement haven, and the Philippine 


Retirement Inc, the conglomeration of 


talents who will 


various sectors in the industry, are orga- 
nizing the first Philippine Retirement In- 
dustry and Investment Summit on July 3 


at the Makati Shangri-La. 


At the summit, the country's leading re- 
al estate developers and other sectors 
linked to the retirement business such as 
healthcare, lifestyle and recreation 
providers will meet to formulate a 
blueprint and strategies for the business 
plan of the private sector and the govern- 
ment that intends to better equip the 
Philippines in addressing the needs of 


the retirement market. 


Aglipay says the retirement industry, if 
fully developed, could generate US$18 
billion to $56 billion annually, aside from 
creating at least 4 million jobs, and re- 
verse the trend of Filipino health workers 


migrating abroad. 


Noel Gonzales, the summit’s overall 
chairperson and chairman and CEO of 
Corporate Holdings Group of Compa- 
nies, said the real estate sector, which he 
represents, welcomes the move of the 
government to tap the expertise of the 
private sector in developing the retire- 


ment market in the country. 


“The reason why we were not able to 
sell the country as a retirement destina- 
tion before was because we did not have 
a product to sell. The PRA then was just 
selling visas and no facilities. But now we 
have an industry. We now have retire- 
ment villages, condominiums, and 
world-class subdivisions by top develop- 
ers of the country to sell to the foreign re- 
tirees. Together with the PRA, we will go 
out and promote the country and the in- 


dustry.” 


Willie Uy, national president of Subdi- 
visions and Housing Developers Associa- 


tion Inc, said the retirement industry will 
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are a caring country. 


initially target just one percent of the 
population of retirees abroad. He said 
the country should be ready to accommo- 
date the retirees from developed coun- 
tries because they are looking for new 
homes as their countries of origin will no 
longer be able to support the aging popu- 


lation. 


“Malaysia and Thailand brought in 
about 20,000 retirees last year. We only 
have 10 percent of that number. There's 
so much to gain from the global market. 
There are many ways of encouraging in- 
vestments to this country, but this one is 
crystal clear. We just have to work togeth- 


er,” he said. 


PRI president Ernesto Ordoñez said the 
full development of the retirement indus- 
try is a flagship project of the govern- 
ment that will have a major impact to the 
country’s economy as it will be a major 


source of jobs. 


“There are more old people versus the 
young people in the developed countries. 
The old people have money and are living 
longer. The old people in the developed 
countries have no choice but to leave their 
countries. They're the new product for an 
emerging market. If they're bound to 


come, we might as well get them.” 


Gonzales, who is upbeat about the sum- 
mit, said the country has a great chance of 
attracting foreign retirees because of the 
ingredients to a good retirement haven 


that have already been in place. 


“First, we are friendly to foreigners. We 
are a caring country, We have top caliber 
talents who will service the retirement 
industry. Our doctors, nurses, and care- 
givers are the preferred service providers 
all over the world. And of course, we 
have the warm climate and the natural 


attractions.” 
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Gen. Aglipay with PRA retirees 


Q: From your first few months in the position, 
how suited is the Philippines to take advantage 
of the global retirement crisis? 


EBA: The Philippines is a natural retiree haven. We 
have the most hospitable care givers in the world. Our 
cost of living is very affordable. We have world class 
medical practitioners, not to mention our great tropi- 
cal climate. 


Making retirement an industry in our country 
makes good business sense. It attracts foreign invest- 
ment, generates jobs and has the potential to reverse 
the migration of our doctors and nurses. 


Q: What are PRA’s major activities in 2006? 


EBA: We've already inspired the largest real estate 
companies to offer integrated retirement packages for 
foreign retirees. We're also having success in getting 
smaller developers to band together to create afford- 
able housing. We've also received support from other 
government agencies in providing support and lower- 
ing the costs for the retirees and we're currently work- 
ing with diplomats from target countries to get a sense 
of their retirees’ requirements and expectations. 


Q: In your opinion, what's the biggest accom- 
plishment to date? 


EBA: My biggest accomplishment would be getting 
the support of the private sector. Inspiring different in- 
dustries from housing, healthcare, wellness, insur- 
ance and others to work together and be part of the 
Philippine Retirement Industry. This conglomeration 
was formed last April and is now registered as the 
Philippine Retirement, Inc. 


Q: So whatis the role of the PRI? 


EBA: Among its important roles, the PRI will en- 
sure that all developments will comply with inter- 
national or appropriate standards. This is the only 
way we can say that we truly have a world-class in- 
dustry. No retirement related development will be 
accredited by the PRA without the Gold Seal of Ap- 
proval from the PRI. 


Q: Why would an American or a Japanese want 
to leave his family to retire in the Philippines? 


EBA: The world is facing a crisis the likes of which it 
has never seen before, in all of human history. The 
world, especially the developed countries, is facing an 
aging crisis. Social and Pension Services in affected 


` 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Special PROJECT 


B3- 


Gen. Aglipay shares 
his aspirations for the 
ne Retirement Industry 


Gen. Edgar B. Aglipay heads the Philippine Retirement 
Authority, having served as Chief of the Philippine National 
Police. Last May 30, he was appointed by PGMA as the Re- 
tirement Czar to enable him to fast track the establishment 
of the Philippine Retirement Industry. 


(We have spent much time with the retired General these 
past 3 months and have tried to capture his aspirations for the 
industry in this lively, editorialized composite interview.) 


countries will not be able to effectively support the 
burgeoning number of retirees. Their governments 
may well go bankrupt if they continue with the pre- 
sent level of support they're giving to their retirees. For 
the retirees, on the other hand, the pensions they're re- 
ceiving are not enough to sustain them at the high cost 
of living in their respective countries. Thus, their 
dilemma. One way of addressing this dilemma is for 
the retirees to relocate to another country with a 
much lower cost of living and spend their retirement 
years there. And this is where the Philippines can 
comein. 


Q: What are we doing to take advantage of this 
situation? 


EBA: For the past 3 months, the PRA in cooperation 
with the movers and shakers in the housing, health- 
care, insurance, and other related industries had been 
working unceasingly to come up with a road map in 
establishing a Philippine Retirement Industry to ad- 
dress the needs of the expected tsunami of retirees in 
the next few years. Ultimately, to benefit our country 
in terms of foreign exchange remittances and jobs cre- 
ation. 


Q: Lately, we've been hearing a lot about this 
“Tsunami of Retirees”. Could you tell us more 
about this? 


EBA: As previously mentioned, the world is aging. 
To illustrate, for Japan, Korea, Taiwan, the US, China 
and selected countries in Europe, their projected re- 
tiree population, aged 45+ will number 912,500,000 
by 2015. From this number, a low of 10% 
(91,250,000) to a high of 60% (547,500,000) will 
be thinking of relocating to a different country be- 
cause the pensions they will be receiving from their 
governments will not be sufficient to support them in 
their home countries. This is the Tsunami we're talk- 
ing about. 


Q: How will this “Tsunami” benefit the coun- 
try? 


EBA: With the sheer number of retirees expected 
to relocate, if we're successful in enticing as little 
as 1% (912,300,000) of them to come here in 10 
years, we're looking at upwards of $44 billion in 
foreign exchange remittances to the Philippines. 
The industry is also projected to generate more 
than 4 million jobs in the same period of time. 
Jobs for the health and wellness industry will be 
in great supply that we're hoping to get our OFW’s 
to come back and work here where they will be 
nearer to their families, thus reversing the out- 


k 


ward migration of our kababayans. 


Q: Is the Philippines suited for this kind of un- 
dertaking? 


EBA: The Philippines is a natural retiree haven. 
Our race is world renowned for our hospitality 
and care giving. The cost of living here is one of 
the lowest in Asia. We have world-class medical 
practitioners offering topnotch services at third- 
world prices. And our tropical climate offers a 
very nice alternative to the cold winter seasons in 
Japan, the US and Europe. 


Q: What are some of the recent developments 
in the Retirement Industry? 


EBA: Through the combined effort of PRI and PRA, PG- 
MA declared the Philippine Retirement Industry as a key 
flagship project. Also, the PRA’s PhP150 Million market- 
ing and office relocation budget will be redirected for the 
marketing of the Industry to be spearheaded by the PRI. 
And on July 3, 2006 wel be having the Philippine Re- 
tirement Industry and Investment Summit at the Rizal 
Ballroom of Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Q: What is the objective of the Philippine Re- 
tirement Industry and Investment Summit? 


EBA: The Philippine Retirement Industry and In- 
vestment Summit will establish, and contribute to, the 
“Industry Roadmap” which will guide the Philippine 
Retirement Industry towards becoming an effective / 
efficient / “World-class Industry” with a reputation 
second to none, as quickly as possible. 


Q: How can one participate in this new in- 
dustry? 


EBA: One can be a provider in any one of the follow- 
ing sectors; housing, health, and lifestyle services as 
well as marketing, finance, human resources and 
training. The opportunities in this industry are limit- 
less and are not confined to the big players only. Our 
ultimate goal is to involve entrepreneurs of micro, 
small and medium scale enterprises in the profits to be 
made in this industry. 


Q: Any parting words to our readers? 


EBA: I am inviting you to attend the First Philippine 
Retirement Industry and Investment Summit on Mon- 
day, July 3, 2006 at the Rizal Ballroom of the Makati 
Shangri-la Hotel. See you all there. 
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To integrate the first world class 


Retirement Facility 


ALAUDABLE RESPONSE 
TO PGMA’S SCAD PROGRAM 


President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo has given 
her administration's all out support for the devel- 
opment of the Subie-Clark-Tarlac corridor into a 
major investment and logistics hub. Through its 
Subic-Clark Alliance for Development Program, 
major infrastructure developments have been in- 
troduced starting with the rehabilitation of the 
North Luzon Expressway which commuters are al- 
ready enjoying. 

‘The success of the SCAD Program is hinged on 
the completion of the Subic Clark Tarlac Express- 
way which is expected by 2007. It is 94-kilometer, 
four-lane road network that will be a direct, effi- 
cient and nearly exclusive road connection be- 
tween the three vital development areas in Central 
Luzon - Subic, Clark and the Tarlac Industrial Es- 
tates. 

‘The Government is projecting that through the 
SCT Expressway, Central Luzon will replicate the 
progress experienced by the town of Alabang and 
the Calabarzon when the South Luzon Expressway 
was completed. Through the South Luzon Ex- 
pressway, Alabang has undergone aggressive 
growth from a farm land to a major satellite city 
and a fitting gateway to Calabarzon which like- 
wise became highly industrialized - dotted with 
countless residential subdivisions, major retail es- 
tablishments and host to a huge number of multi- 
national and local companies. 

“To duplicate the progress in Alabang and the 

Calabarzon is exactly what we 
are envisioning of Porac once 
the SCT Expressway has been 
completed” exclaimed Mr. Leo- 
nio. “With the SCT expressway, 
Porac will only be a mere 5 min- 
utes from Clark, 20 minutes to 
Subic and 30 minutes away from 
the rest of Central Luzon, just 
like driving from Alabang to 
Makati. And since Porac is just 
located in the first interchange 
after Clark, we can claim that 
Porac is practically still an exten- 
sion of Clark. Our principle is 
that our development should 
not compete with Subic or Clark 
but rather complement these 
ecozone’s development program 
and be a catalyst for sustainable 
development not only in Porac 
but the entire region.” 


AREPUTABLE 
PARTNERSHIP 


“Mention Porac and lahar im- 

mediately comes to mind. But 

our 800 hectare property is vir- 
tually lahar free and is ideally lo- 

cated to develop a whole new 

township” was the response of 

Mr. Leonardo Leonio while overlooking the site 
with a major developer. 

The development of å new town in Porac is a 
brainchild of Mr. Leonardo L. Leonio and Mr. Noel 
S. Gonzales, both highly-respected in their fields. 
Mr. Leonio is head of the Petrolift Group of Compa- 
nies which has been engaged in the shipping in- 
dustry for more than two decades. Its esteemed 
clientele includes the oil industry's “Big 3” - Shell, 
Petron and Caltex. Mr. Leonio also chairs LLL 
Holdings, Inc. and FL Properties and Manage- 
ment, Corp. which owns the 800-hectare property 
in Porac. 

Mr, Noel Gonzales is chairman of Corporate 
Holdings Management Group and Chairman of 
the Philippine Retirement Industry Summit. He is 
a recognized leader in the real estate industry be- 
ing a former president of the Subdivision and 
Housing Developers Association (SHDA), the 
largest organization of property developers in the 
country. He also served as a consultant to one of 


Tiisa 


the largest property developers in the country. He 
actively participates in the formulation of housing 
programs and policies and is a prime mover in the 
introduction of reforms to the housing industry 
which led the steady climb of the property sector. 
As a developer, he has built more than 10,000 high 
quality and affordable homes. 


The birth of anew township 

With an 800 hectare property in Porac, these 
two great minds envisioned an ideal town - a care- 
fully master planned development which shall in- 
tegrate gated communities geared toward all in- 
come classes, world class leisure and recreational 
facilities, retail and office establishments and 
prestigious medical and educational institutions. 
It is also envisioned to become a haven for foreign 
retirees. It shall have all the amenities and fea- 
tures needed for a sustainable community. As 
more aptly described by Mr. Gonzales “This Town- 
ship will be THE ADDRESS in the region.” 

The property is in an incomparable location be- 
ing strategically situated in close proximity to the 
Porac Interchange, the first major interchange of 
the SCT Expressway coming from Clark to Subic. 

“Ours will be a development unparalleled in the 
area” claims Mr. Leonio. He adds that the property 
offers a majestic view overlooking Pampanga. Its 
highest point is measured at 400 mean above sea 
level with the site section revealing a very undulat- 
ing profile and gently rolling terrain. In addition, 
the property has an agreeable climate comparable 
to Tagaytay, which is 5 degrees cooler than that of 
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municipalities located in the plains. 

“Businessmen and their employees working in 
Clark and Subic as well as other nearby areas will 
find our development the ideal place not only for 
their residences but also for their offices and 
leisure activities” adds Mr. Gonzales. 


Abrilliant development strategy 

To fast track the development of the township, 
‘each of the components of the Township will be si- 
multaneously developed. And, since the project is 
carefully master planned, each enclave shall have 
its own market and will not compete with the other 
components of the Township. Thus, several real es- 
tate companies can participate in the develop- 
ment. 

According to Mr. Gonzales, "The proposed town- 
ship development aims to contribute to the trans- 
formation of the Porac landscape from an agricul- 
tural town into a booming metropolis. This is in 
line with the thrust of their newly approved Com- 
prehensive Land Use Plan.” 


ADDRESS OF CHOICE 
IN THE NORTH 


Residential enclaves for every market niche 

Although world class in quality, the residential 
development shall not be exclusive to High end 
market only. The master plan was carefully done to 
include other markets by introducing several en- 
claves for a specific market niche - high, mid and 
low-income segments. The integration of develop- 
ments with different price ranges into the plan will 
best serve to appeal to a collection of market nich- 
es, ranging from income-constrained first-buyers, 
from move-up buyers who may want to display 
their status, to speculative investors with marked- 
ly different needs. 


High-end enclave 
The Project’s Nagship development would be an 
exclusive upscale subdivision with support club- 
house and other first class amenities. This compo- 
nent would offer future residents the highest stan: 
dards of living. The residential lots will be market- 
ed to the more affluent sector, the “elite” of Pam 
panga and its surrounding provinces, which is not 
presently being catered to. 
The high-end residential communities shall be 


HIGH END RESIDENTIAL 


n the Philippines 


RETIREMENT VILLAGE 


ECO-TOURISM 
TIME SHARE 


GOLF COURSE 
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RESIDENTIAL 


situated at the hillsides overlooking the whole of 
Pampanga. This district is situated in a prime area 
taking advantage of the morning sun and the mag- 
nificent views of the development and beyond. 


Middle income enclave 

Situated at the second highest slopes of the 
property, these development will cater to house 
and lot packages that ranges from 1 to 4 million. 
‘The enclave would target start-up families, middle 
managers employed in the economic zones - both 
Clark and Subic, overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) and residents of the surrounding towns. 

To be consistent with the standard of quality 
that will be offered by the high-end component, 
each of these residential enclaves will be gated 
with generous open spaces, manicured landseap- 
ing and quality recreational amenities like pocket 
parks and playgrounds, swimming pools, basket- 
ball courts, clubhouse and the like. 


Low-end enclave 

This component will likewise be gated and will 
have its own set of recreational amenities. The de- 
velopment can target the more than 80,000 peo- 
ple employed within the Clark and Subic eco- 
zones. 

Currently, public transportation is already avail- 
able with the completion of the Angeles-Porac 
road. 


Retail, entertainment center - commercial 

The development will include a retail and enter- 
tainment center. This will be designed as a sprawl- 
ing center with wide open areas, landscaping, am- 
ple parking spaces and a piazza or a courtyard 
which can serve as a central gathering place where 
patrons and the villagers can congregate to enjoy 
the passing scene and prolong their stay. 

The center can become the region’s entertain- 
ment hub and can become a major tourism attrac- 
tion, 


Educational center 

The township has ample space allocated for 
prestigious educational institutions that will cater 
to all levels - from pre-school to university. It will 
provide residents of the Township and the entire 
region easy access to quality education. 


CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
MIXED USE COMMERCIAL 


RESIDENTIAL 


RESIDENTIAL 


TO SUBIC 


Medical center 

A world-class medical facility which will com- 
bine advanced medical technology with the exper- 
tise of Filipino medical workers is planned to be an 
hregral part of the development. This is envi- 
sioned to be a medical tourism hub that will not 
only serve the region but the Asia Pacific Region as 
well due to its proximity to DMIA. 


Business center 

The mix also includes the development of a 
business or office park. Currently, the region has 
no established business district, thus, the town- 
ship is also planned to become the region's busi- 
ness district - an ideal location for financial insti- 
tutions, distribution companies, call centers, and 
other light industries. 


Leisure 

A championship 18 or 36 hole golf course will 
serve as centerpiece for the leisure component of 
the project. Timesharing options for an exclusive 
Country club will be offered to interested parties. 
Also, its proximity to Mt. Pinatubo which is fast be- 
coming recognized as a tourist destination offers 
‘opportunities for spas and other wellness centers. 


ASANCTUARY FOR RETIREES 


“We are ready to go” according to Mr. Leonio. 
Our plan is to allocate about 10 to 20 hectares ex- 
clusive for a retirement village, but the whole 
township can be considered as a retirement haven. 
Our project is in Full support of PGMA program of 
development in central Luzon and recognizing the 
effort of Gen. Aglipay to promote the country as a 
retirement haven. 

“The township shall be the premier integrated 
retirement village in the North” declares Mr, Gon- 
zales. Based on our study he adds, the project has 
all the components a retiree will be looking for: 
availability of excellent transportation system by 
air (Diosdado Macapagal International Airport) 
and land (SCT Expressway), it has a scenic natural 
landscape, proximity to numerous natural attrac- 
tions, and the relatively low cost of living”. Plus 
the retirement village is part of the Township pro- 
ject which allows easy access to a Golf course, a 

first rate medical institution and a top notch 
school. 


Each enclave shall have its own market and will not 
compete with the other components of the Township. 
Thus, several real estate companies can participate in the 


development 
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Precious curves 


Bulgari’s new Parentesi collection was inspired by the | pa 
caries 


curved lines, known as travertine junctions, that were | with 
used to link the stone blocks of Roman pavements $ pavé (3.24 


carats) 


WHITE-GOLD necklace with a round: 
diamond (0.7 carats) and diamond pavé (7.79 
carats) adorns Nicolette’s neck. 


‘Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


HE ITALIAN JEWELER 
ulgari remakes a classic 
ine characterized by rigid, 

modular pieces that was first pro- 
duced in the ’70s. While staying 
true to the collection’s motif, the 
distinct severity of the design, 
however, is conspicuously gone in 
the 2006 incarnation. 

However unintentional, Bulgari also did 
away with the stiff formality of a five-course, 
sit-down meal when it recently launched the 
new Parentesi collection at the lobby of Ayala 
‘Museum. The invite instructed guests to come 
in “casual chic,” making way for the after-par- 
ty at Greenbelt 4's Zen Garden, where a wet 
bar was set up by the walkway. The cocktail 
spread was prepared by Peninsula Manila. DJ 
Manolet Dario spun. 

Instead of the models making their way 
around the audience to show off the jewelry, 
as was customary in previous Bulgari shows, 
guests were encouraged to walk up to the 
Smannequins*—Nicolette Bell, Marilen 
Faustino, Bubbles Paraiso and Fortune San- 
tos—who stood on mini platforms at the cen- 
ter, for a closer look at the pieces. The rest of 
the collection was spotlighted in four glass 
cases around the models. Sketches of the de- 
sign evolution of Parentesi adorned a section 
of the venue. 

Parentesi was inspired by a curved line 
that’s akin to the parenthesis mark (hence the 
name), known as travertine junctions. They 
were used to link the stone blocks of Roman 
pavements. Unlike the 1970s Parentesi neck- 
laces, where the modular elements were a 
Joined to form one solid piece, the new 
employs the design in its pendants, whi 
swing freely in their chains. The earrings are 
similarly suspended to allow movement, af- 
fording the stones’ facets to catch more light. 

The collection comes in white and yellow 
gold, their opulence underscored by vari-cut 
diamonds. The centerpiece of the collection is 
a necklace with 85 carats of diamonds. But 
Bulgari clients here will have to make do with 
the, well, less lavish pieces as the said neck- 
lace is one-of-a-kind, and is not on display 
here, according to country manager Mario 
Katigbak. AS 

While the remake has stuck to white dia- i 
monds, the Parentesi came out with multicol- X 
brad stones în tne 709. angled Bulgar UPER 
is likely to do so again in the future. \ 

‘The collection also comes in pendants, RETURNS 
rings, stud earrings and bracelets sans pre- 
cious stones, more notably a yellow-gold 
bracelet with black leather strap and a white- Opens June 28, 2006 
gold pendant with cotton lace chain—both of 


them unisex pieces. wwwisupermanreturns-asia.com 
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HOTSHOT founders of Enderun College, Hyatt Corp. COO Chuck Floyd and Hyatt Corp. VP for Northwest Division Frank Lavey; with 


Ambergrins Solutions CEO Javier Infante, working 


Enderun board member John Suits 


ess Rosanna Tuason Fores, Enderun lead founder Jack Tuason, Jean Henri Lhuillier and 


New hospitality school, new Japanese chef 


ALTENGCO, Bukidnon Gov. Joe Zubiri and 
Inigo Zobel 


EYE-CATCHERS. Carol Garcia with sisters Ana 
Romualdez Tuason and Menchu Mantecon 


‘Enderun student Amanda Tengco and 
‘mother Carla Reyes Tengco 


Rc a 


JAPANESE teachers demonstrating the tea 
ceremony 


cs 


‘Ol COULDN'T BELIEVE THE NUM- 
ber of fashionable faces that flocked 
to the latest upscale culinary school 

in Cosmo Manille's Ortigas area. 

The occasion was the new Enderun Col- 
leges welcoming its pioneer batch at its cam- 
pus at the Wynsum Corporate Plaza, in Orti- 
gas Center, palanggas. 

The grand gastronomic food and wine jour- 
ney toured the students, their parents, mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps and hotel indus- 
try hotshots to different classrooms, where 
they sampled products and wines representa- 
tive ofthe participating countries, dahlings. 

T went first to the magical Pacific island of New 
Zealand room, sponsored by the New Zealand 


‘Trade Enterprise, where invitees feasted on New 


Zealand mussels in Sauvignon 
Blanc, and succulent Roast 
Prime Rib of Beef, (which moi 
passed up), prepared by En- 
dderun’s mega chef, See Cheong 
Yan. For a touch of Maori, a Poi 
dance was performed. 

Next stop was Canada, 
which presented a favorsome 
experience with its smoked 
salmon, maple syrupaced 
cheesecakes and decadent iced 
wine, all sponsored by the 
Canadian Embassy. The room was ablaze with 
fiery red maple leaves for a feel of autumn in 
Canada. 

‘Then into the Philippine room, which had 
loads of culinary delights, all courtesy of San 
Miguel Pure Foods, like regional longganisa, beef 
tapa pan de sal and chicken inasal skewers. 

‘Then on to France, where Alliance Francaise 
took all of us on a joumey to discover “why 
French is the language of food... and love." The 
room had exquisite wines from the Sommelier se- 
lection and to-die-for patés from Pamora Farm. 

“There were also cheese and chocolate fondues 
from Switzerland; tapas, Rene Barbier wines and 
Freixenet cava from Spain; and a ravioli and 
dessert station in Italy 

Wines of the world were the highlight of the 
night: Mondavi from California; Ruffino from 
kaly, Mateus and Sandeman from Portugal; 
Trapiche from Argentina, Penfolds and Houghton 
from Australia; Shamwari from South Africa; and 
Valdivieso from Chile. 

To sober up, the guests had ounces of espressos 
and cappuccinos from Café Mauro and Torani. 

Enderun, dablings, is a new four-year college 
that opened this June. The school offers a four-de- 
gree course in International Hospitality Manage 
ment with the option of majoring in Hotel Admin- 
istration or Culinary Ars. 

Students at Enderun have a unique opportuni- 
ty with the school’s recently signed academic 
partnership with the world-renowned Les Roches 
‘Swiss Hotel Association School of Hotel Manage- 
‘ment, which allows Enderun students to eam cer- 
tificates in Hospitality Operations from Les 
Roches, as they study for their bachelor’s degrees 
at Enderun. 

“The Les Roches certificate program will be ful- 
ly integrated into the Enderun curriculum, and 
will allow Enderun students, who pass a qualify- 
ing exam, to gain Les Roches certification after 
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MANILA Shimbun’s Virgilio Galvez; Vangie Reyes of Inquirer; Dusit’s 


marketing communications manager, Francis de Leon; and Raoul 


Cheelee of Business World 


Bong Palma-Gil, AVP of Jayell 
F&B director, Gilbert Uy; 


director Mike Celis 


ales and marketing director Melotte Mandel 


‘Tomiyama of Benkay 
Japanese Restaurant 


and assistant sales 


WITHOUT 


AN EYELASH ? 


Arcache AN 
Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


only two years of study... and without having to 
leave the Philippines,” explained mother-to-be 
Chiqui Torres‘Tan, marketing manager of the 
school 

‘The Enderun Colleges Inc. is at 2/8 Wynsum 
Corporate Plaza, 22 Emerald Avenue, Ortigas 
Center, Pasig. Visit wwwenderun.com.ph, call 
6385555, or e-mail admission@enderun.com ph, 


Rustan’s and Intercon team up 

The promise of a glorious season shone at the 
poolside garden of the InterContinental Manila, 
When Rustan's and the hotel unveiled their “fash- 
ion + lifestyle suggestions” before an enthusiastic 
crowd recent, palanggas. 

In addition to the eye-catching treats on the 
ramp from Rustan's, the partying mob got ac- 

=— quainted with the hotel's great 
ackages—from overnight to 
famille weekend stays at very 
attractive rates, with a host of 
perks such as complimentary 
pfx Ayala Cinema tickets, En- 
#67) chanted Kingdom passes and 
sy Ka JA ciscounts on food and bever- 
AE eg 4 ‘age and beauty salon and spa 

services. 

Rustan's adorable royals Ri- 
co Tantoco and southem 
beauty Nena Vargas Tantoco 
were there, as well as Joel Tantoco. They wel- 
comed the guests with Rustan's VP for fashion, 
Gigi Mabanta, as well as the Intercon’s Christian 
Pirodon, marketing director Carmela Bocane- 
gra and public relations director Jenny Peña. 

The guests included Edd Puentes; dashing 
businessman Jacques Dupasquier; Audrey Tan- 
Zubiri; Portuguese Ambassador Joao Caetano 
da Silva; Ralph's Wines bon vivant Ralph 
Joseph; stylish Lisa Iarde-Cuenca, Marites 
Pineda, Yaying Dragon and French Embassy 
Cultural Attaché, trés charmante Carole Lucas. 


Benkay’s new chef 

One of Manille’s top star Japanese restos, 
Benkay serves a wide selection of Japanese dishes 
“made only from the best and freshest ingredients 
from Japan,” explained Francis de Leon, Dusit 
Hotel Nikko's marketing communication manag. 
e 

Another reason to check out Benkay is the ar- 
tival of master chef Yoshiaki Tomiyama of Tokyo 
who has had 28 years of experience in Japanese 
cuisine. 

Before lunch, chef Tomiyama demonstrated 
how to prepare succulent sushi and sashimi. 

“Then we were treated to a Japanese tea cere- 
‘mony, a tradition handed down from the 16th 
century before indulging on the excellent menu 
chef Tomiyama personally prepared, palanggas. 

Chef Tomiyama created huge bento planers fil- 
let with exquisite designs using the colors of 
spring. Inside were his springtime delicacy of 
boiled fish and crab'meat paste rolls, shrimp in 
miso soy sauce and chicken meatballs, among a 
dozen other yummies. 

Cheny blossoms added sweemess to chef 
“Tomiyama's dessert creations of kuzu mochi (bean 
paste-filled jellies), ayu yaki or nightingale cake 
(pancake filled with bean paste) and milky green 
tea ice cream. 

It was alla divine Japanese gastronomic expe- 
rience. 

“L would like to continue Benkay’s stature as a 
top Japanese restaurant in the Philippines and as- 
‘sure patrons of our cuisine’s authentic taste,” the 
chef said, “Each item we offer is prepared with ev- 
ery effort to delight our guests every time they vis- 
itBenkay” 

Benkay is located at the lobby and is open daily 
for lunch, 11:30 a.m-2:30 pm, and for dinner, 6- 
10pm. 

For reservations, call 8673333 ext. 3343, 
palangges. 


EDD 
FUENTES 
and Marie 
Claire editor 


Myrza Sison 


‘SISTERS THREE. Emily M. Yupangco, Angela 
M. Arroyo and Rose Montenegro 
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MENCHU Soriano and stunning daughter Sandra S.; sisters Gina 
Albert, Illa Albert Dempsey and Melissa Aboitiz Elizalde 


PRETTY, pretty Luccia Tuason, moi, adorable Marilou Arroyo and 
vivacious Betsy Tuason 


FORMER Trade Secretary Jose Concepcion, Mercy Tuason and Ching 
Montinola 


IRON Chef Todd English of New 
York's famous Olives with 
Margarita Araneta Fores 


PENINSULA'S First Couple. 
Marilou Toda and husband, 
Peninsula GM David Batchelor 


ct P 


SAN MIGUEL Pure Foods chef 
Martin del Prado and Enderun’s 
culinary director chef See 
‘Cheong Yan 


AMARJIT Wassan and Richard 
Stanley of ADB 


INTERCO! 

marketing director Carmel 
Bocanegra and TV executive Pat- 
PDaza 


‘SWITZERLAND'S Les Roches 
graduates Ines Cabarrus and DJ 
Montano 


RUSTAN'S Southern lady Nena Vargas Tantoco, world-class 
couturier Pitoy Moreno and Rustan's VP for fashion Gigi Mabanta 


FRANNIE Aguinaldo Jacinto and 
daughter Natalia 
` > r 


Pirodon and Rustan's president 
Rico Tantoco 
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Pino 
is rising star 


inLondon 
fashion 


Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Ryan Lim 


ONDON-BASED FILIPINO DESIGNER 
| Lesley Mobo shared the spotlight with 
seven other international fashion de- 
Signers at the recent innerwear fashion show 
presented by Sweden's Absolut Vodka 

An empty house in Dasmariñas Vilage in 
Makati was packed with the usual faces be- 
longing to Manila's social set, who air-kissed 
and chit-chatted through the night as they 
helped themselves with free-flowing booze 
and cocktail staples. 

Mobo presented a pair of white briefs with 
Moulin Rouge-inspired elastic suspenders 
stitched to the waistband. The other featured 
designers were Ania Kucrynska (Poland), 
‘Apostolos Mitropoulos (Greece), Ashish (In- 
dia), Jean-Pierre Braganza (Canada), Bambi 
(Spain), Neon (Brazil) and Swash (United 
Kingdom) 

Te was like a scene straight out of “Eyes Wide 
Shut,” as scantily clad models in high heels and 
spruced-up masks entered the house's crowd- 
ed parlor area one after the other. They re- 
emerged a few minutes later without their 
masks (but with their undies still on). 

Mobo's piece stood out from the rest since it 
was the only one that succeeded in titillating 
the predominantly female and gay audience. 

Earlier, an unassuming Mobo, 27, greeted old 
friends and members of the media. Seven years 
ago, the Aklan native had been all set to start his 
fashion career in Manila (he had even trained 
under Inno Sotto) until London beckoned. 

“Thanks to his supportive parents, Mobo was 
able to finish fashion design at the prestigious 
Central Saint Martins. He denied he got a 
scholarship grant to study in the school, con 
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‘SKIN IS IN. Mobo’s creation shares the stage with underwear designed by colleagues from as 


far as Sweden, India, Poland and Brazil. 


trary to common perceptions. 

“My family and I went through a lot for me 
to be able to study in London,” he said. “We 
didn't have that much money, but my parents 
understood what I really wanted in life. They 
have been very supportive.” 

In due time, he started designing an RTW 
line for Harrods (yes, the department store 
owned by Egypt-born industrialist Mohamed 
‘Al Fayed, whose son Dodi died with Princess 
Diana in a car accident in Paris). 

“Before I made it as an in-house designer at 


Ethel’s journey mwe 


ple didn't approach her readily, period, cancer 
ornot. 

We spent last weekend with her at Shangri- 
La Edsa, with nothing considerable to do, just. 
watch DVD in the room, go malling and have 
dinner with select friends Ricky, Annie, 
Mario and Jimmy. It was meant to be an easy 
weekend in preparation for her second round 
of chemo set for last Monday. 

“Pm back!” she said in her column. “The 
journey to health is bumpy and perilous and 
Tm not yet there.” 

Not there yet. Indeed hers is a journey, like 
everything else. And she seems to have a mul- 
ti-approach to that journey—at times feisty, 
other times meek and accepting; sometimes 
gritty, other times scared. She tells us often 
that she can't stand “sanctimonious” (her 
word) SMS, or syrupy and maudlin ones. 
“Whatever happened to a simple, jolly hee- 
haw? As I lay in bed watching the slow drip of 
chemo, I certainly would enjoy even a green 
joke,” she said. 

‘There's hardly anyone we know who has a 
loved one, friend or acquaintance not suffer- 
ing from cancer. Cancer seems to have be- 
come prevalent among young and old alike, 
rich or poor, to the point that it’s become part 
of lifestyle. One afflicted with it has to leam to 
live with it, or live despite it. 3 

Watching a friend ty to hurdle it, what 
should you do? What you've usually done, I 
guess. There’s no need to be abnormal or ir- 
regular about things. Nothing is more healing 
than letting a person with cancer stay in her 
comfort zone. 

Just be there. I guess. There’s no formula to 
it 


Toni’s fight 

Cancer has also struck another person in 
the lifestyle circle—Rustan’s Essenses’ Toni 
‘Abad, who's only in her thirties, Toni’s just 
had surgery to arrest her breast cancer and 
she's doing chemo. 

But what makes Toni's approach to her ail- 
ment different is how she wants to derive 
some sense of purpose out of it. She's now 
calling people's attention to the fact that her 
doctors suspect her breast cancer could have 
been caused by the breast augmentation she 
had in Los Angeles, with a famous doctor, 10 


years ago. Toni is somehow convinced the 
saline implant had something to do with it. 

Now she's telling people to be aware of the 
risks of breast augmentation and of the im- 
portance of regular breast examination. 

Her ailment, Toni said, has brought her 
closer to God and to her family. She has the 
constant support of her loved ones, including 
her sister, Pinky de Leon. (Her mom is the ac- 
tress Lilia Dizon, and her stepbrother, 
Christopher de Leon.) 

‘Another cancer survivor, culture executive 
and academician Sonia Ner, formerly of Ay- 
ala Museum, hasn't only moved on but has al- 
‘ways been so busy with her book projects, we 
leamed. But what's really something to look 
forward to is, we were told, she's finally doing 
a design book on her sister, Eli Pinto, the 
mover of Philippine design and former Citem 
head who passed away last year. 

It should be good that the current and fu- 
ture generations will learn from Eli's eye for 
design and aesthetics—which had an impact 
onthe global scene. 


Polo at Wimbledon 

If we are bleary-eyed these days, it must be 
from lack of sleep—because it’s Wimbledor 
For the first time in its 129-year history, this 
prestigious tennis tradition that has influ- 
enced fashion through the decades, has 
tapped a foreign fashion designer to design 
the uniforms ofits umpires and ball staffs. Po 
lo Ralph Lauren has done blue blazers, skirts 
and pants for Wimbledon. Just press your re- 
‘mote control to see what we mean. 

‘There's a tennis influence in today's fashion 
trends—skirt, culottes, minis, shorts, tanks. Im 
delighted to learn that tennis getups are among 
the coolest with today's preteens, even if they 
never held a tennis racket and don't intend to. 

It’s driven also by the fact that Stella Mc- 
Cartney did a tennis line for Adidas, which 
we got (and buned a hole in our pocket in the 
process). Her shirts are cool, so are her tight 
Bermudas and shirred tanks. But, if you play 
the game and know what sweating is like, 
there's still nothing like Nike's dri-fit. You 
don't get soaked in sweat and your skin gets 
tobreathe. 

‘Oh, bonding or not, there's one thing I nev- 
er got Ethel to do—watch TV tennis with me. 


LONDON- 


BASED Filipino 
designer Lesley 


Mobo with 


underwear 
creation for 


his 
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Absolut vodka 


Lesley 


Mobo is 
designer 
of Harrods 
and widely 
rumored 
to be the 


brains 
behind 


Harrods, I did all sorts of odd jobs,” Mobo said. 
“Te wasn't easy, to put it mildly. I paid my dues, 
and I guess my sacrifices and my sincerity to 
make a name in a pressure-laden profession 
paid off.” 


‘Jasmine de Milo’ line 

Mobo wouldn't confirm it, but it had been 
widely rumored that he was the creative genius 
behind the “Jasmine de Milo” line credited to 
designer Jasmine di Milo, older sister of bud- 


ding socialite Camilla Al Fayed and one of Mo- line 


creative 


the luxury 
house’s 
hit fashion 


hhamed!’s daughters. The label carries daywear, 
evening wear and party dresses for women 
aged 16 to 30. Mobo said the line would expand 
and hit stores in New York, Los Angeles and 
Moscow next year. He added the line had also 
set its sights on Spain, Italy, France and Dubai. 

His homecoming may be a high-profile one, 
but Mobo makes it a point to visit the country 
three times a year, without fanfare. Whenever 
he's in Manila, he makes it a point to hook up 
with other designers to exchange notes and 
learn from them. 

‘Mobo might not be the best person to say it, 
but he said he believed a talented designer 
didn't have to leave the country and make a 
name for himself abroad to gain validation. 
“You have to believe in yourself and be sincere 
in what you do,” he said. “The Filipino talent 
has always been there. What it needs is nurtur- 
ing, direction and funding.” 

Te would help the industry a great deal if the 
government sent established talents to Europe 
to observe, he added. These designers, in turn, 
would have to come back and share their 
knowledge with colleagues. 

‘As for Mobo, one of his long-term goals is to 
come back to the Philippines and share what 
he has learned abroad. 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquir- 
excom.ph 
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THE FASHION & DESIGN 
Council of the Philippines (FD- 
CP) will begin accepting applica- 
tions for the Philippine Fashion 
Design Competition 2006 end of 
the month. 

Forms and guidelines may be download- 
ed from www.fdcp.org beginning June 30. 

Accomplished forms should be submit- 
ted to the FDCP Office, Suite 1-B, The 
Colonnade Residences, 132 Legazpi St. 


Application for design 
contest now open 


Legazpi Village, Makati City. 

‘The Grand Finals Night will be held Oct. 
25 at the Glorietta Activity Center, in coop- 
eration with Saga events + models and the 
Commercial Centers Group of Ayala Land, 
Ine. 

Winners will represent the Philippines at 
the International Competition of Young 
Fashion Designers 2006 in Montreal, Cana- 
da, in December. This year’s event has for 
its theme “Fashion as an Expression of 
Mind and Body.” 
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VER BREAKFAST LAST 
Sunday, the first thing Ethel 
asked for was the newspa- 
per so she could read her column. 
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That was a good sign—at least she 
was highly spirited enough to want 
to read what she wrote. It was her 
first column in months, and it was 


ST 


PremiumCarpe 
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about how she’s trying to survive 
cancer. 

For the past two months, society editor 
Ethel Timbol has been in and out of work. She 
had surgery and her first round of chemo. 

When Ethel was told by her doctor about 
two months ago that she had colon cancer 
and needed immediate surgery, she wasn't 
only depressed—it wasn't that simple. I felt 
like she got into a whirlwind of emotion, 
mood and mindset. Late last year, she thought 

> shedidn't have it because the tests were nega- 
tive. You could just imagine the roller-coaster 


Lire-STYLED 
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Watching a friend try 
to hurdle cancer, 
what should one do? 


of emotion she went through when it was 
confirmed she had cancer. 

OF course, people didn’t find it easy to ap- 
proach Ethel about her ailment, In fact, peo- 


ETHEL'S/C3 


Hair Reinforcer 
Remedy 


Falling hair should not be taken lightly. tt is 
not just a cosmetic problem, it can lead to 
something more serious. If left untreated, this 
condition can progress to extreme hair loss and 
may result in permanently thinning hai. Svenson 
has formulated the Hair Reinforcer Remedy to 
control your falling hair and bring back its lushness 
and volume. You won't need to worry about 
your falling hair any more. 


WOMEN AT 


End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


Save your hair. Call Svenson and stop 
your hair loss now! 
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Heart protection 


` ENSURED 


Recommended by 8 out of 10 doctors and i 
American Heart Association and National Ci 


Every part 
heart is 
it's not, th 


entire roviding nour to 
all the cells in your tissues, organs, muscles and 
bones. The blood moves from the heart into your 
arteries, then into tiny tubes called capillaries, and 

ro the veins that lead back to your heart. 


Although your heart is a powerful organ, it can 
be damaged by disease and poor living habits fike. 
smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 
stress. Alll these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation. 


HEART 
DEFENSE 
SYSTEM 


Ensure helps fight off the harmful effects of free é A 

radicals caused by these unhealthy habits. Its unique ve r Lower 

Heart Defense System creates a shield around Ltn Ensure your heart. Ensure your life. 
your heart to help protect you from an attack a 
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Have a jelly 
good time 


T% SPLASHED ART IDEA GOT THE JUICES 


flowing over at Swatch and inspired the Jelly in Jel- 

ly collection. Once again, the line represents a ro- 
mance between Swatch and the arts, an affair that started 
in the ’80s when the Swiss watch label linked up with art 
and fashion icons. This time, the Blue Man Group, known $ 
for their multimedia artistry, brings humor and art to the 
Swatch Blue Jelly in Jelly. Available at Swatch stores and 
kiosks and distributed exclusively by Gift Gate. 


SWATCH Blue Jelly in 
Jelly, designed by the 
Blue Man Group, best 
known for their 
groundbreaking 
theatrical 
performances in New 
York, Boston, Chicago, 
Toronto Berlin and 
London. The Swatch 
Jelly in Jelly also comes 
in far right) black, 
‘orange, white, pink 
and (Inset) blue. 
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Sa HSBC Credit Card, Card Price = Cash Price. 
Enjoy the cash price when you use your HSBC credit card at 
Automatic Centre and Sogo stores until 03 September 2006, 

You can also enjoy 0%* interest for up to 24 months on installment. 
For inquiries, call (02)878-7878. 
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NEW FASHION HOUSE RELIGIOSO RECENTLY OPENED ITS 
doors at Shangri-La Mall, with a fashion show featuring the 
ladies line by Yvette Religioso-flagan and Choc Religioso- 


| Dayrit, as well as Aldrich Dayrit’s creations for Religioso 


DESIGNING COUPLE. Marty and Yvette Magan 


Is your child happy and 
ready for school? ~ 


=) This scene is 
4 replicated 

mary times 

on the first 

day of 

classes: A 

 pre-schooler 

J wails and 

clings to his 

{mother to 

protest being 

left alone with 

i strangers in 

Reloza the unfamiliar 
place that is 

school, Unable to convince her 
child that school is fun, the parent 
will struggle to part ways with the 
child, There will be more sobbing, 
wailing or screaming until the 
parent is able to leave, and both 
will be very upset. The child will 
feel abandoned, while the parent 
may leave the premises teary- 
eyed as well. Indeed, the first 
few days of school can be 
potentially distressing for both 
“parents and children, so that 
parents should also ask 
themselves, “Are we ready to 
send our child to school?" 


To help families encourage a 
child's enthusiasm for learning, 
Abbott Philippines embarked on 
a “School Preparedness 
Program” with child psychologist 
and early education expert Rafael 
"Raffy" Reloza as partner. “It is 
important to assure a child that 
school is a safe place, “says 
Reloza. A positive and pleasant 
atmosphere is always conducive 
to learning 


In doing so, parents should do 
their homework, too. It would be 
wise to look into multiple learning 
programs of the school to help 
their children adjust and excel in 
the school environment. 


Teachers are crucial, and the 
ideal teacher has the proper 
qualifications and training 
experience. Teachers are caring 
individuals who inspire creativity 
and learning. There is a current 
trend to send children to school 
at an early age because the 
exposure enables a child to 
socialize with other children. At 
the same time, the supervision 
of qualified teachers offers a 
distinct advantage since trained 
professionals are infinitely more 
equipped to provide mental 
stimulation for the child. Thus, 
working parents would rather 
enroll their young offspring in a 
good school, than leave the 
children with caregivers at home. 


To avoid “first-day-of-school- 
blues,” teachers in some pre- 
schools conduct home visits 
before the school year begins. 
“The extra effort made by the 
teachers will be worthwhile since 
s/he becomes a familiar face and 
adjustment to the school 
environment will not be too 
difficult," says Reloza. In more 
progressive schools, family 
photos may be displayed, 


Continue on next page... 


Homme and Religioso by Marty Ilagan, the sportswear line. 

Preview editor in chief Pauline Suaco-Juan and colum- 
nist Mons Romulo-Tantoco cut the ribbon, together with 
Religioso family patriarch Onofre Religioso. 

‘Treated to a sumptuous spread from Billy King’s Le Chef 
were guests Eric Maningat, JC Buendia, Patrick Rosas, 
Patrick Uy, Agoo Bengzon and Liza larde, among others. 
‘Shu Uemura's Tina Tinio and Xeng Zulueta left the fete tot- 
ing Religioso’s brown carrier bags, as did Corcor Bitong and 
Lyn Agustin of Bayo. 

Religioso is at the 3rd level of Shangri-La Plaza Mall, 
Mandaluyong City. Call 6332901. 


When it's time for school, it’s time for 


ain School 
Advance 
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For children above 3 years old 
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New Gain School Advance prepares your child 
for a better tomorrow, 


Ask your doctor about the Advance 
Eye-Q Nutrition System 
Or call the Eye-Q hotline 
689-0545 or 1-80C-10-888-Eye-Q 
www.abbott.com.ph 


Better vision. Better brain ol Abbott 


Better learning 
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Casual luxury By, Ses 


ie es patterns 
‘THE CLASSIC APPEAL OF BLACK AND WHITE IS RECREATING 

combined with geomet and floral pattems in ES- the Gypsy 

cada Sport's new collection. Cotton jackets with -= fashion wich 

length sleeves, large black buttons, wide piping and Colors and 

contrasting stitching are combined with brief hori- Shapes ge for 

zontally striped tops, capri pants, and pleated skits. z randorn 

Gypsy fashion is given a more romantic feel with mer 
Escada Sport’s emphasis on colors and feminine ss 
shapes. Frills and flounces flirt with flowers, paisley, Princess 
and wild-cat prints for dreamy and waterfall styled 
skits. 

Lightweight silk-linen suits come alive with the 
colors of a Sri Lankan sunset. Multicolor tiger print 
in dresses and airy kaftan blouses are perfect with 
draped skirts and narrow, long, sophisticated dress- 
es. 

Prints in tropical blossoms and leaves are com- 
bined in colors of yellow, turquoise and lobster red. 
Crocheted tops or long-sleeved pullovers are em- 
broidered with the same floral patterns, creating f 
shimmering effects through the use of delicate lurex. [ 
threads or Swarovski crystals. F 

The Escada Sport shop is located at the 3/L, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, and Glorietta 4 in Makati. 


Lei cies TE = > poe Continuation. 
Exploring the School Zone Sd | further signaling to the child that 


school is merely an extension of 


with Raffy Reloza, M.A. | the home. 


Child Psychologist and Early Education Expert 4 ae 4 how would you know that your 
tt child is doing well in pre-school? 

į How old should a child be when 

s/he is sent to school? Raffy 
Reloza advises, “Don't rush your 
kids. Raise them yourself for as 
long as you can." Age should not 
í be the sole determinant for school 
‘bundle of joy you brought home pi e) readiness. Each child is unique; 
‘bundle of energy tearing around i w how the | adminigtratio and while some may be 


X it choose a preschool à i precocious, some children will be 

it will provide the right environment rogress. i late-bloomers. In choosing a pre- 
ka yout child feel enthusiastic about > school, you are the best judge of 
new skills. F what is suitable to the needs of 

your child. You may opt for a 
school with a play-based 
approach, choose one that 
integrates multiple educational 
philosophies, or decide on a 
school that emphasizes an early 
introduction to math and reading. 


“Parents know best when théir 
children are ready for school. 
| When a child wakes up early each 
; before they-administer any fe to morning, packs a school bag and 
the school to work with you pretends to go to school with an 
as they arise? ‘ older sibling, s/he is obviously 
J ready and eager for pre-school,” 
says Reloza. In addition, 
restlessness at home may: indicate 
boredom and a surfeit of energy 
The child may be set for the 
mental stimulation, active physical 
activities and friendships available 
at school 


How do we equip our children to 
be ready for Advanced Learning? 
Good nutrition is essential for 
growth and development. To 
enable our children to face the 
new challenges of the pre-school 
environment, we try to make sure 
that they eat healthy food with 
enough nutrients to fuel their 
boundless energy. More 
importantly, we look out for new 
products that will enhance their 
various acuities. 


By launching Gain School 
Advance, a milk formula for pre- 
school children, Abbott has the 
parents’ concerns in mind. As a 
formula with the unique Advance 
Eye-Q Nutrition System to 
enhance visual, brain, and 
memory development, Gain 
School Advance is a healthy 
option. It is a quick and nutritional 
drink for growing children to help 
them cope with the new 
challenges of school 


Rosco the Gain Schoo! 
Bear with some new 
playmates. 
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Upsilon holds fraternity ball, induction tonight 
p 


THE UPSILON SIGMA PHI ALUMNI ASSO- 
ciation with the Upstlon Sigma Phi chapters 
SKUP Dirman and UP Los Banos win hold a 
fraternity ball, "Let's Get Leid,” tonight at 7 
at the Wack Wack Golf and Country Club. 
The bal wil also celebrate the formal induc- 
ton of new bothers Call 

7533595. 
stoneopenme. me GOING: 
aunty’ sath Sony 

Ericsson Concept Shop 

has opened at the SM Mall of Asia. 

To celebrate the event, Sony Ericsson is giv- 
Ing away irae lome wih every purchase ot a 
Sony Encason handset. The store bears the 
aletnctive Sony Elson eal design for 
the Asia Pacific. All purchases come with a 
Ful warranty. The new Sony Enesson Con- 
tept Shop also ars after-sales service, as- 


& 
È 


Canon DC 10 


WOE TEKA S 


+ 10x optical zoom š 
+ 200x digital zoom. . 
+ World's slimmest & x 


allest OVD camcorder `` »' 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc, 


Canon DC 20 


Gey 


suring fast service and the use of genuine 
parts. On select weekends until July 31, visi- 
tors will also be treated to free demonstra- 
tions of the award-winning K750i and 
W810i, plus free photo printing for Sony Er- 
icsson camera phones. 


SHOP AND PLAY. Tom's 
World, one of the country’s 
leading amusement centers 
and Robinsons Malls, will 
launch "Shop and Play,” a spe- 
cial promo which rewards shoppers with 
free game tokens. The promo will run from 
July 1-31 in Robinsons Department Stores, 
Robinsons Supermarket and Handyman Do- 
It Best in participating malis—Robinsons 
lace Pioneer, Robinsons Place Angeles and 
Robinsons Place Sta. Rosa. 


S'ON 


ZA 


ZR 100 


200x digital zoom 

2.2 megapixels 

Built- in flash 

World's slimmest & 
smallest DVD camcorder 


+2. 


Mode 


TOY STORE OPENING. Toys “A” Us opens 
today its first store in the country at the 4/L 
of Robinsons Galleria. The new store's 
2,500 square-meter space at the Galleria will 
be a big box of surprises and quality toys, 
games, books, educational and develop- 
‘mental products, sporting goods, infant and 
children's apparel furniture, and many 
more. The store will also feature the seven 
toy zones that every one of about 1,400 
branches around the world is known for. 

The zones or destinations sell all kinds of 
playthings, according to age and need. The 
seven zones are Giris’, Boys’, R-Zone, Fami- 
ly Fun, Outdoor and Sports, Universe of 
Imagination (science and educational toys) 
and Babies “R” Us. 


NEW ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEST. The new 
IBT testing system willbe introduced in the 


Philippines this month. The system is an in- 
tegrated assessment of reading, writing, lis- 
tening and speaking skis. With this new 
test, Philippine institutions will have more 
confidence in their students’ ability to use 
English. Students wouid also be more confi- 
dent of their skills. The Educational Testing 
Service (ETS) is recruiting colleges, univer- 
sities and language schools to become part 
of the worldwide testing network. TOEFL 
(Test of English as a Foreign Language) iBT 
Certified Test Administration Site could be 
assessed via e-mail (reoriett@ets.org) or 
website (www.ets.org/ecep). 


‘SEMINARS. CFS Creative Training and Man- 
agement is offering the following seminars: 
“Warehouse Management” (July 1, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.); "Conducting Successful Negotiation” 
(uly 7, 9a.m.-5 p.m); “Staging Effective 


Ney 


Presentations” (July 14, 9 a.m.-5 p.m); 
“Developing Excellent Business Comm 
cation Skills" (July 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m, 
duction Planning and Control That Works” 
(July 28-29, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). Call 8697960, 
8232358 and 8234825. 


IRIDOLOGY COURSE. A comprehensive iri- 
dology course, to be conducted by Dr. Eliza- 
beth Micaller, wil be held July 3-7 in Davao 
City (082-3003053). Iridology or iris analy- 
sis is an assessment tool used to determine 
genetic predisposition of the organs. Mi- 
caller is the only Filipino and Asian to be a 
Certified Comprehensive Instructor declared 
by International Iridology Practitioners 
based in United States. 

In Manila, iridology practitioners are in- 
Vited to take up “Schiecology Course" July 
18-21 (7241093). 
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+ movie recording 

+ 20x optical zoom 

+ 400x digital zoom 
LCD screen 

High resolution 16:9 


ZR 200 


+ 680,000 pixels for 
movie and still 


recording 


+ 20x Optical Zoom 
*400x Digital Zoom 
+ High resolution 16:9 


Mode 


+ Electronic image 


stabilizer 


+S Multimedia Card 
+ Simultaneous photo 
and video recording 
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Elura 85 


+1.33 megapixels 

+ 18x optical zoom 

+ 360x digital zoom. 
2.5" LCD screen 

+ Electronic image 
stabilizer 

‘High resolution 16:9 
mode 


video recording 


+ Simultaneous photo and 


Elura 90 


* 1.33 megapixels 

+ 20x optical zoom 

* 400x digital zoom 

+2,5" LCD screen 

‘Continuous shooting 
function 

High resolution 16:9 
Mode 

+ Electronic image 
stabilizer 
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Gleam like 
a porcelain goddess 


MY FASCINATION FOR PALE 
glowing skin was there even be- 
fore I started school. While every- 
one wished they were tan and 
blonde Barbie, I wanted to look 
like Elvira, Mistress of the Dark, 
Morticia Addams or Lilly Munster 
with their alabaster skin, blue- 
black hair and red lips. 
‘Although most of 
my readers long for 
porcelain skin, they do 
not share my love for 
Goth. 1 just realized 
that the appeal of 
lighter skin is the glow 
that comes with it. 
This theory was 
confirmed when 1 put 
three light-skinned 
women together and 


ol 


asked 13 women who Kinny Salas 


longed for light skin 

whose color they liked best. Nine 
out of the 13 didn’t necessarily 
pick the one with lightest skin, 
but the one that seemed to glow 
because of her good skin quality. 
In fact, this girl was the least fair 
among the trio, but her skin 
¢gleamed like a pearl compared to 
the other two, who, although 
fairer looked flat like Oslo paper 
and eggshells. 

Here are my recently road-test- 
ed favorites in cosmetics for natu- 
ral-looking brighter skin that 
glows. These are responsible for 
the recent compliments I get on 
my “naturally” perfect skin what- 
ever time of day. 

After my basic cleansing pro- 
gram of cleanser, toner and treat- 
ment, | apply a primer which cov- 
ers minor skin imperfections and 
makes foundation go on more 
evenly and stay longer. 

Jf you are bothered by your 
skin's sallowness (too much yel- 
low undertones) pick primers 
with blue or purple undertones 
like Awake Invention color man- 
age makeup base SPF 15 PA++ 
in Stella Blue or Shu Uemura Pro- 
tector TTL Defender SPF 25, a 
matte lavender lotion 

If you are happy with your 
skin's undertone but just want a 
little brightness, use La Prairie's 
Skin Cellular White Whitening 
Primer SPF 20 which has little re- 
fleets that makes pores look 
smaller and packs that added 
gleam 1 have been raving about. 
This last one is perfect for drier 
skin to use alone. 

Step 2s the whitening powder 
foundation that actually inhibits 
melanin production and of 
course, contains SPF as well. My 
favorites are Guerlain Perfect 
White C SPF 25 PA+-+, Shu Ue- 
mura White Recovery EX SPF 25 


SHU UEMURA Whita ES 
Recovery EX whitening 
powder foundation SPF 25 


I, 


amour Ñ 
Dermawhite 
powder makeup 
SPFIS 


MAKEOVER 


PA++, and on dry-skin days Clin- 
ique’s Dermawhite powder make- 
up SPF 15. Take time to ask the 
well-trained salespeople to test 
the shades on you so you can find 
your perfect color for that natural 
seamless look of flawless skin 
without makeup effect. Don’t let 
them pressure you into buying 
the product right there 
and then. Move on to 
the next counter and 
test another founda- 
tion so you can com: 
pare which finish you 
like best and which 
disappears into your 
skin. Also, take your 
budget into account. 

Step 3 is my finale 
and where I obtain my 
special glow. 1 apply 
Gueriain’s trademark 
product Meteorites powder in 
Mythic 01 (P2,650) during the 
day, which corrects the skintones 
with green balls for redness, 
lavender to correct sallowness, 
white to highlight and add a 
glow, pink for that flush, gold to 
add radiance, 

Guerlain sent me their newest 
Meteorites called White Pearls 00 
(P2,850) which I use at night for 
a more dramatic ethereal effect. 
‘The powder pearls are Gold, 
Pearly Pink, White Pink, Pearly 
Blue, White and Pearly Mauve. 
The effect is naturally luminous 
skin without making you starchy 
artificial white. Please just pick 
one Meteorites Pearl color as get- 
ting both is too decadent. Those 
with light skin can get away for 
using White Pearls 00 for day and 
night but those who do not want 
to glow that much should stick to 
Mythic 01. 


Touch-ups 

1 am so into lavender powder 
right now for that anti-sallow but 
very natural shade of radiant 
white which makes me look like a 
Hong Kong movie star. I carry 
Guerlain’s Violettes pressed pow- 
der in Lavender 05 (P2,550) in 
my purse wherever I go for touch 
ups. They have a loose powder 
version (P2,350) for use at home 
to set makeup. The Lavender 05 
shade is exclusive for Asia alone 
due to its ability to neutralize yel- 
low tones. For those who want a 
more natural and less dramatic 
finish, I would suggest going for 
Beige 03 in loose and pressed. 


All products mentioned above 
are exclusively available at Rustan's 
Department store cosmetics floor: 

E-mail the author at kinnysalas 
@yahoo.com 


GUERLAIN Voilettes 
Pressed Powder in Beige 03 


For fodback, onal us ae ifestyle@ingurercom.ph 


se Tngyouroodbacls 
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The 
makeup 
shades that 
we use 
should be 
dependent 
on the 
shade 

of our skin 


Knockout! 


Ria Francisco- 
Prieto 


'ESTIZA, CHINITA, 
morena. These 
the different 


types of Filipina beauties. 

But the truth is, choosing 
which category we fall under can 
be quite an interesting discus- 
sion. My friend Cris Ortigas is 
morena, but she also has domi- 
nant Spanish features that make 
her mestiza, So mestisa then 
doesn't automatically mean light- 
skinned, right? 

And there is also a much more 
complicated mix like my friend 
Katrina Gohu, who is chinita be- 
cause her father is Chinese, but 
also has mestiza features which 
she got from her mom side. What 
is she then—chinita or mestiza? 
But since her Chinese eyes are the 
ones that get noticed more, we've 
concluded that she is chinita and 
not mestiza. 

When it comes to me, it really 
depends on my color. Some say 1 
am chinita, and when I have my 
hair colored light 1 can look mesti- 
za since my nose is pointed. Yes, 
my nose becomes a major player. 
But when Im dark Im more- 


na—period. Forget about the 
eyes and the nose. Truth is... who 
knows! 

1 figured only a few are pure 
mestiza, chinita or morena. Most 
of us are lost in-between. I fall un- 
der the in-betweens. But right 
this moment, due to my lack of 
sun exposure, I definitely look 
chinita. Being yellow is a big fac- 
tor, I guess. 

‘Actually, come to think of it, I 
look very Filipino. It is getting 
confusing. I am confused and am 
sure I have confused you guys, 
too. 


Flawless complexion 

Sorry. But Ido havea pointand 
ithas to do with color. 

The shades that we use should 
be dependent on the shade of our 
skin. If there is such a thing as 
morena or mestiza makeup, basi- 
cally it means light- or dark- 
skinned. And the best thing you 
can do for your skin is to use the 
right product that would enhance 
your skin color and create a flaw- 
Jess complexion. 

To create this, you would 
want these products available to 
you: foundation, concealer, 
powder, blush and translucent 
powder—either an illuminator 
or bronzer. 

Foundation. Not everyone 
needs to use foundation, but if 
you have uneven skintone th 
this is a musthave. The best 
foundation should blend with the 
skin effortlessly and erase all dis- 
colorations while protecting your 
skin from the harmful rays of the 
sun. 
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How to conceal redness or blotches 


‘Text and makeup by Barbi Chan 
Contributor 


PEOPLE WITH LIGHT COMPLEXION 
usually have problems with redness 
or blotches on their faces. Since the 
skin is very fair, any discoloration is 
immediately noticeable. Because of 
that, some develop inferiority com- 
plex. Others try to hide it with make- 
up. Unfortunately, due to lack of 
Knowledge when it comes to prod- 
ucts and colors, instead of camou- 
flaging them, the blotches becomes 
even more prominent. 

‘Acne, rashes or even freckles can 
easily be covered if you just know 
what and how to use the products 
that are available in the market. The 
key here is to find the right color and 
‘match it with your skintone. You also 
don't want your face to look so made 
up or chalk-white, When it comes to 
foundation, one shade lighter is ide- 
al, especially if your complexion is 
oily. And don't forget to also apply 
the foundation on your neck. You 
wouldn't want to have that “floating 
head” look. 

1. With our model, who has light- 
to medium-tone skin, covering the 
redness and pimples cals for a light- 
yellow olive concealer cream, Re- 
member, that when covering red- 
ness, olive and green cancels out the 
red so choose a foundation or con- 
cealer with these undertones. 

2. Using a concealer brush, apply 
the concealer or base over any area 
with redness, For smaller areas, use 
a smaller-tipped brush. The smaller- 


Many foundations have at least 
SPF 15, which is very beneficial 
to the user. Some even have anti- 
aging ingredients and moisturiz- 
ers. For light dewy coverage, 1 
like Clarins liquid foundation, 
which always gets me% 

ents about my skin. I have some 
friends who ise MAC's full-cover- 
age foundation and it hides all 
their blemishes. Sheer Cashmere 
is also a favorite of mine, and 
Maybelline’s foundation is like- 
wise good for light everyday use. 

‘The best way to pick the right 
shade is to try to test the color on 
your jaw line. If it disappears, 
then that’s the right shade for 
you. 

Concealer. Dark under-eye 
circles and the occasional zit 
would be gone if you havea good 
concealer. When I have a long 
night, I pat on concealer on my 
dark circles and I immediately 


look well-rested. 

1 sometimes brush powder 
over it to set the concealer, and 
Tm good to go. Cinema Secrets is 
one of my favorite brands. I get 
mine at Landmark and I love it 
since it spreads on eâsily and 
does not thicken. Most of the pro- 
fessional makeup artists 1 work 
with also use this brand. It comes 
in a pot and takes forever to fin- 
ish. 

Powder. It is excellent in h 
ing foundation and concealer in 

plus it gives your skin a 

ss lustrous finish. It isalsoa 
foolproof way to take out the 
shine in your face. Since I have 
light skintone, I like to use T. Le 
Clerc’s pressed powder. But when 
Thave a tan, I switch to Guerlain 
bronzing powder. It is good to 
have at least two shades to pick 
from since our color changes de- 
pending on our sun exposure. 

Blush. Peach-colored blush is 


the most user-friendly color. You 
get a nice fresh-from-the-gym 
glow. Blush will also make your 
skin look healthier Check out 
Fanny Serrano's palette. Ilike the 
colors available, and I don't feel 
guilty when I buy some because it 
isnotcostly.” ^ 

Translucent powder. For the 
final touch, add some shimmer to 
your face. Translucent powders 

ve you that extra glow. For 
light-skinned girls, illuminators 
would be an excellent pick, while 
morenas should opt for the bronz- 
ing line. 

Mestiza, chinita or morena, 
there is one rule that is beneficial 
toall. Without beautiful skin, you 
have lost half the battle. And now 
that you have all the tools to en- 
hance your skin, you have no ex- 
cuse not to look presentable. 


E-mail che duthor at rbcauty@ 
inguirercomph 


tipped brush will also cover small 
red blemishes caused by acne. IF you 
don’t have it, you can also use your 
fingers, but remember to wash your 
hands first to sanitize it. You 
wouldn't want to spread the bacteria 
to other parts of your face. Just dab 
the makeup on the area to be cov- 
ered, Do not rub it. Just tap-tap-tap 
till Iris covered. 

3. Using a wedge sponge, blend 
out the edges with a thin coat of liq- 


E 


uid foundation. This will even out 
the complexion and make the rest of 
the face look made up. 

Ifyou have good skin maybe foun- 
dation is not necessary anymore. § 
Just use the excess of the foundation 
from the sponge to even out the rest 
of the face. If you are using cream 
foundation, don’t forget to use loose 
powder to set the cream foundation. 
‘This will also prevent the shades ș 
from running into each other and 
turning your face into a muddy gray- 
ish look. 

Always remember that the end 
goal when applying makeup to the 
face is to make the color tones of the 
face match your neck. The key is to § 
make your face and makeup look 
fresh and smooth. 


E-mail author at bc_maybelline_ny 
@ahoo.com 
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‘ORIENTAL beauty 


New beauty tricks 


‘THERE ARE NEW COLORS AND COMBINA- 
tions to try from Beauty Touch of Sara Lee 
Direct Selling, one of the country's leading 
direct selling companies. 

Below are simple tips for mixing and 
matching makeup colors to create different 
looks for a more fabulous you. 

For daytime, go for light, pastel shades 
that create a cool, fresh aura. Beauty Touch 
features a wide array of exciting hues: Pink 
Ice, Plum Babe, Mocha Galore, Raspberry 
Buff, Caramel Karma, Coral Punch and Hon- 
ey Rush to color the lips; and Green Haze, 
Pink Champagne, Toffee Glow and Blue 
Heaven to liven up those lovely eyes. 

Use bold, bright colors for a dra- 
matic effect. Deeper, darker 
shades such as Night Velvet, 

Denim Mood, Purple Pop cre- 
ate the best effect in the 
evening. Smoky Rose and oth- 
er strong eyeshadow shades 
will do it for your eyes while 
Burgundy Vixen, Raspberry 
Fling, Nectarine Twist, Ma 
velous Pink, Magenta Mania 
and other deep colors will cre- 
ate magic for the lips. 

But who says you can't wear 
drama during the day? Try the 
look even if you're not atend- 
ing the most formal party and 
make some heads turn. 

Should it matter that you 
look exactly your age? Or 
shouldn't you simply look 
great no matter what your age 
is? You can easily do this with 
some lipstick tricks. 

Try different finishes! 
‘Twentysomethings can glow 
with Beauty Touch Veil and 
Moist lipstick finishes. Those 
in their 30s have the Shine fin- 


ish, while those in their 40s can try the sen- 
sual texture of Matte finishes, and 50some- 
things can go for the look of luxury of Cream 
lipstick. 

Want an instant new look? Just gloss! 
Beauty Touch’s Lip Glaze is a liquid lip gloss 
and a one-stop beauty booster. There are 
four Lip Glaze colors to choose from: Gleam 
of Nectar, Petal Sheen, Berry Crystal and 
Shiny Plum. 

More trendy makeup shades are available 
in Beauty Touch’s extensive palette which 
offers more than 500 gorgeous makeup 
combinations. 


GEORGINA 
Wilson for Sara 
Lee cosmetics 
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kirt and accessories. 
by Frederick Peralta 
17-8455117) 


HAM AURENY HEDERT FRANCK RATAM 
LA ASNS TANIT DCU FAN FRANCK PRONOST 
Hai eo PREM 

Hoon MANETTE oe 


By Alex Y. Vergara 


BODY-HUGGING, HOUR- 

giass-shaped dress with a 

plunging neckline or a series 
of calculated cutouts never fails to 
command attention. So is a sheer, 
backless gown that comes with 
strategic beadwork and a thigh- 
high slit. 

Not a few fashion designers resort to these 
tried-and-tested ways to enhance a client's 
figure and celebrate her femininity. After all, 
showing a bit of skin has always been in. 

But woman, beware! There's a thin line 
that separates a so-called sexy sheath from a 
vulgar-looking outfit, and well-meaning de- 
signers have taken pains to remind even the 
most daring dressers never to cross this line. 

Dressing up within acceptable limits with- 
out looking like a character from Victorian 
England is possible, as six of the featured de- 
signers in this photo shoot have shown. 

‘With Avilon Zoo in Montalban, Rizal, as 
our venue, Inguier Fashion pays tribute to 
the female form as she lords it over God's oth- 
er creatures, in gowns and long dresses that 
are either close to the body or show ample 
skin. 

Just what makes an outfit sexy is still a mat- 
ter of debate. A number of designers attribute 
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Beware! 
There’s 

athin line 
that 
separates a 
so-called 
sexy sheath 
from a vulgar- 


looking outfit 


BABY-PINK duchess satin gown with flower accent by Dennis Lustico 


(0926-7560494), black low boots from Confetti 
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such an elusive quality to the wearer and how 
she moves in a particular dress. 

“It's the person who wears the dress that 
nakes it sexy,” says Cesar Gaupo. “It should 
seldom be the reverse.” 

Ito Curata echoes Gaupo's view: “The 
woman wearing it should possess loads of at- 
titude and confidence. Some women I know, 
for instance, can look quite sexy even in a sim- 
ple black dress.” 

Eddie Baddeo and Larry Espinosa view it 
differently. Without underestimating the 
wearer's importance, the two put more em- 
phasis on the right dress and its ability to 
complement its owner. Baddeo, for instance, 
believes in “proper execution, fitting and 
style.” 

“A gown is sexy when it enhances the wear- 
er's physical attributes, while bestowing upon 
her the confidence to wear it,” says Espinosa. 

Frederick Peralta may be a leading purvey- 
or of the “skin is in” brand of fashion, but sur- 
prisingly he frowns on “overexposure.” 

"Showing your private parts is never sexy. 
Apart from being immoral, it’s in poor taste,” 
he says. "A woman who tries too hard can nev- 
er make a sexy outfit work for her.” 

Espinosa, who's also known for his figure- 
flattering creations that appeal to quite a 
number of Tinseltown’s leading ladies, also 
has a mouthful to say on the subject. 

“Sexy becomes vulgar when there's an ob- 
vious attempt on the woman's part to display 
too much,” he says. “It's also vulgar when the 
design and the styling are developed to sim- 
ply grab attention.” 


Blind fashion 

Rather than be a slave to trends, adds 
Gaupo, a woman should wear something that 
suits her personality. A sexy trend becomes 
vulgar when she blindly follows what fashion 


CANARY-YELLOW multilayered 


georgette long gown accented with a geometrical 


loop by Ito Curata (0917-8584535) 


dict 

Curata, on the other hand, puts premium on 
a woman's attitude. A sexy dress will only work 
ifthe woman wearing it believes she's sexy. 

“Her self-assurance,” says Curata, “will 
send the right message to people around her.” 

Of course, adds Baddeo, there's also such a 
thing as “wrong projection.” It seems even a 
woman wrapped from head to toe in a con- 
stricting burkha would still look vulgar if she 


WHITE crumpled silk body-fit top and quilted 
Ik-gazar ball-gown skirt with airbrushed 
paint by Eddie Baddeo (0917-5282758) and 
Rommel Toledo; earrings from Marion 
Godart; silver chain-mail necldace of 
‘Swarovski crystal components, used as 
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acts and moves that way. 

Most of the designers agree on one thing: 
there are no hard and fast rules when it comes 
to dressing sexy. No matter how revealing or 
body-hugging her outfit is, says Espinosa, a 
woman should put emphasis on fit and see to 
it that it allows her to move naturally 

“Its quite difficult to come up with a list of 
tips, as not all women have the same figure, 
height or weight,” Curata adds. “Fit and well- 
proportioned women, however, should have 
no difficulty wearing a fitted dress or gown.” 

Apart from putting importance on fit, Bad- 
deo advises the client to pair the outfit with 
the right shoes and accessories. “She should 
also consider where she intends to wear it and 
at what time of the day,” he says. 

Butcan the modern-day Eve still manage to 
look attractive without resorting to revealing 
and body-hugging numbers? Totally, definite- 
ly, absolutely! 

“Being sexy is a personal trait,” says Es- 
pinosa. “It’s reflected in the way a woman car- 
ries and expresses her sensuality even 
through the smallest gestures.” 

If clothes make a man, they simply enhance 
whatever innate qualities already exist within 
awoman. 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquirer: 
com.ph 


TIERED white silk-chiffon dress by Cesar 
Gaupo (0916-4261 041); brown neckpiece of 
‘Swarovski crystal components 


ON THE COVER. Electric-pleated silk-tafetts 
gown in copper-orange, mustard-yellow and 
bronze, with multilayered petticoat and 
white silver crystal accents by Larry Espinosa 
(0918-9281909); headdress by Raye 
Encarnacion (0916-6733000); white bead 
bracelet of Swarovski crystal components 


From page Fé 
something that will fatter a wom- 
an and complement her personali- 
ty. L also have my own interpreta- 
tion of classicism, which is not dic- 
tated by conventional standards.” 


mill. Nevertheless, he always 
makes an effort to keep the basic 
elements, like a good lapel or 
jacket lining, well-made. 

“Td like to think of myself as a 
craftsman, as I rely on basic con- 
cepts, fabrication, silhouettes and 
a partiality to ‘pattern-making 
when creating a piece,” he says. 

These qualities have undeni- 
ably helped him achieve a certain 
amount of success in such a com- 
petitive field, Unknown to many, 


Jan went on to represent the US 
in various design competitions 
around the world. In 1994, he 
was the overall winner in the 
Switzerland Young Designers 
Competition, which was judged 
by no less than Herve Leger, Ted 
Lapidus and Christian Lacroix. 
Also in 1994, he garnered the 
Hispanic Designer of the Year 
‘Award, which is probably a first 
considering Jan is a pure-bred 
Pinoy. In 1998, he won the Vidal 


Sassoon Fashion Award in New 
York, and in 2002, he was a final- 
ist in the Young Designers Com- 
petition in Korea. 

His list of achievements does not 
end with all these awards. From 
1996-1999, Jan also showed his 
collections twice a year at 7th on 
6th Fashion Week in New York. He 
was able to sell to Saks Fifth Av- 
enue (where his creations were 
hung side by side with those of 
Carolina Herrera and Oscar dela 


Renta) and Jacobson, What's 
more, stars like Goldie Hawn, Sally 
Fields and opera singer Kathleen 
Battle have worn his creations. 

Jan's showroom was previous- 
ly located in New York while pro- 
duction was done in LA. But at 
present, Jan has sealed down op- 
erations. He is now concentrating 
on more lucrative designer wed- 
dings for private clients, in coop- 
eration with a Las Vegas-based E-mail the author at afash- 
wedding planner. ion@inquirencom.ph 


So, what's next for this talented, 
far-from-archetypal ex-model/de- 
signer? Can we expect more be- 
sides his international accolades? 

Hold your breath because 
something is definitely brewing 
Although Jan is back in LA for 
now, he will soon return to Mani- 
Jato explore some very promising 
prospects. 


Crafstman 

His outlook is apparent in his 
designs, which are never trend- 
driven, And his play on propor- 
tion, balance and thythm is al- 
ways interesting, not run-of-the- 
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Antonio Garcia has forged a successful 
carger as a fashion designer in the US 
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SINGAPORE 


It's the annual Great Singapore Sale! Experience 
an 8-week-long shopping frenzy showcasing the 
hottest electronic gadgets. The nationwide gala 
of bargain prices and promos begins. 
What better time to visit Singapore, and what 
better airline to take you there than Philippine Airlines. From June 1 to September 30, 2006, 
enjoy the Swingaround Singapore Tour Package for as low as US$275. 
Package includes: 
+ Round-trip Fiesta Class Airfare (Irom Manila or Cebu) - Alrport-Hotel-Airport Transfers 
1 2Night Hotel Accommodation on Twin-Sharing Basis - Daily Breakfast 


Here's the Swingaround Package every shopaholic and techie must not miss. 
Make Philippine Airlines your ticket to shopping iun and frivolity. 
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JOANNEMAGCOL 
SUNG 
IZZAGONZALEZAGANA 
RODAS 
TWEETE DELON- GONZA- 
LEZANOANNETTE 


ANTONIO Garcia and his trademark come-hither stare with 
Annette, who is wearing a portrait-collar silk chartreuse and wool 
dupioni ensemble with floral embroidery and borders of pheasant 
feathers under a film of black tulle. 


FTER 15 LONG 

years in the US, 

Antonio Garcia, or 
Jan to his close friends, 
has returned to Manila to 
reestablish his roots and 
make his presence felt in 
the local fashion scene. 

Some may remember him as a 
suave model who knew how to 
wow the crowd with a swirl of a 
jacket, flip of a tie or an intense 
stare. Others remember him as 
someone who looked like a mys- 
terious Italian lothario. But ask 
him, and he's quick to say he was 
but a mere “version of Clark 
Gable who fell flat on his face.” 

His self-deprecating sense of 
humor was and still is endearing 
and a testament to his sense of se- 
curity. 

He was, in fact, one of Manila's 
top male models. He started mod- 
eling in 1982 when designer 
Rene Ann Gomer spotted him 
during a shop- 
ping jaunt 
in Divisoria. 

In 1986, to- 

gether with Ma 

most sought- 

mannequins, he 

founded PMAP (The 

rofessional Mod 

sociation of the 

pines) and set th 

generations of models to 
come. In 1987, h 
the Best Ramp Mode 
award during the 


sign. His mother Rosa Garcia was 
also a designer and a member of 
the FDAR so design was a natural 
progression for Jan. Unfortunate- 
ly, he had to move to LA to join 
the rest of his family before his 
career as a designer in Manila 
could even begin to blossom. 

In the US, he decided to seri- 
ously pursue a career in fashion 
design. To hone his craft, he stud- 
ied at the Fashion Institute in LA. 
Designer Pepito Albert, who also 
graduated from the same school, 
provided a recommendation let- 
ter. No less than world-renowned 
Monique Lhuillier was also a 
batch below him in the institute. 

‘Asked what design philosophy 
he subscribes to, Jan says, “I don't 
have pretensions of looking at de- 
sign from a strict design perspec- 
tive. I always think of my work as 

DESIGNING F2 


TWEETII 
wearinga 
flamenco- 
inspired 
gown with an 
upper torso 
draped in silk, 
metallic 
cameos 
encrusted on 
the neck and 
askirt of 
layered tulle 
and silk 
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petition. 
His contemp 
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ry Katigbak, Bubum 
Melgar, FDG and 
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rectors Jackie 
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Louwaliien, 
In 1989, he also 
dabbled in fashion de 
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THE BAND LEADERS. The Preview team: Agoo Bengzon, Anne 
Bella, editor in chief Pauline Suaco-Juan, Ichi Apostol, Kissa 
Castañeda, Liz 


By Katrina Cruz 
Photos by Willy Saw 


ELEBRATING ITS 11TH 

anniversary, the Philippine’s 

style bible, Preview Maga- 
zine, rocked the Saturday night 
scene when it recently paid tribute 
to Manila’s 10 Best Dressed for 
2006. 

From a range of blacks to whites, silver 
chains to gold strings, style stars hit the top of 
the charts with a bang. Fashion divas stood 
tall and proud as the S/S 2006 rock chic trend 
took center stage: leggings, tights, knee-high 
boots and tight-as-tights pants (aka the “it” 
girl peg-leg jeans), all glammed up with shiny 
steel and blinding blings. 

Living large was the couture crowd in elabo- 
rate and intricate pieces by their favorite local 
designers. And not to be outdone by the mod 
mob, glamour girls toughened up their sweet, 
sophisticated act with a bit of hardware and a 
touch of masculinity via military jackets, vests, 
narrow neckties and big buckled belts. 

Even themen spoke of style by revving it up 
with statement tees paired with motorcycle 
Jackets. But beyond the heavy metal and the” 
hard rocks of fashion, the best accessories for 
the night were the books the guests carried 
with them to donate to RockEd’s “No More 
Excuses, Philippines” campaign, which was 
launched on the same night. 

Now, that’s how to play the part of a model 
citizen. 


“No More Excuses, Philippines” is a cam- 
paign by RockEd Philippines that aims to allevi- 
ate poverty by rocking society through educa- 
tion and educating the youth through rock cul- 
ture. Also supporting RockEd are party spon- 
sors Topshop, Canon, Dior eyewear; Shu Uemu- 
raand Motorola 
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CABLED water sports fa 


‘Text and photos by Joe! V. Nigos 


PILI, CAMARINES SUR — EXTREME WATER 
sports enthusiasts no longer have to look far to en- 
joy their sport. 

‘With the opening of the Camarines Sur Water- 
sports Complex recently, the first world-class sports 
facility of its kind in the country today, Filipino wa- 
ter skiers and wakeboarders alike now have a place 
to train in their sport. They would also soon be ex- 
posed to world-class competitions. 

Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Ray Villafuerte, who led 
the opening ofthe park, said thathe “hopes the park 
would generate interest among locals as well as for- 
eigners in the extreme water sport.” It is also the 
province's way, he said, to promote Camarines Sur 
as a sports tourism destination. “Besides the com- 
plex, our province and the whole Bicol Region 


prides itself with some of the country’s best attrac- 
tions. We have pristine white sand beaches here, ex- 
otic animals, old churches, mountains to climb, and 
the hottest food which Bicol is known for.” 

‘The Camarines Sur Watersports Complex boasts 
of a six-point cable ski system from Germany in a 
4.5-hectare lake. Tailored for wake boarding, wake 
skiing, water skiing and knee boarding, the park 
aims to attract enthusiasts from all over the world. 
It is located at the Provincial Capitol Complex in 
Cadlan, Pili, Camarines Sur. 

‘The park is ideal for professional wake boarders 
and water skiers as well as for beginner riders. It is 
equipped with spotlights which allows it to be open 
even during the evening. A grandstand was con- 
structed to hold guests. Soon to rise within the facil- 


G 
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ity are restaurants, sand bars, spas atid professional 
shops. 

The opening of the watersports complex coincid- 
ed with the Kaogma Festival in célebration of the 
province's 427th foundation day. Kuno Ritschard, 
president of the International Waterski Federation 


È and Hans Otte, chair of the World Cable Wakeboard 


‘Commission, were present to attend the event. 
Some of the world’s finest water skiers and wake 
boarders also graced the opening of the complex. 
‘They delighted the crowd with an exhibition. Par- 
ticipants included world’s No. 1 junior skier Sam 
Collins of Australia, second-ranked Peter Pascal 


Schmidt of Australia, Open women’s No. 1 Eva Koch 


of Germany, No. 3 ranked junior Heather Johnson 
of the United States, and Austria's Daniel Fetz, 
9 in the world in the Open men's class. 


Ride on! MTB/Roadie events 


2006 Rudy Girl Challenge (July 1) 
7a.m.to7 p.m 

La Mesa Eco Park Forest Reserve 

For More information: 

Email: rudygitlchallenge@yahoo.com 
E-group: 
lenge 
Call 637-4036 or 0927-644-8721 


The Haro Cup (July 9) 
Hydraulics Track, UP Arboretum 
| Over P100,000 worth of prizes 


‘Top prizes will be Haro BMX Bike and Haro MTB Bike 


for the MTB 4x, 
Categories: 


‘groups yahoo.com/groups/rudygirichal- 


‘Mountain Bike - Pro, Novice, Beginner, Executive 
*hardtail and full suspension will be on the same cate- 


gory 

BMX- Open, Beginner 
DIRT JUMP 

HIGH JUMP 


Call Bans Mendoza of Dirt Dawg Bike Shop at 456- 


5359. 


Power Bar Tour of Puerto Azul (August 12) 
6a.m.to12 p.m. 
Puerto Azul 


http://wwwinestle.com.ph/powerbar/stat- 
ic/events_cycling_powerbar.htm for details 


Go to the; Power Bar Philippines website at 


NOVICE CATEGORY: 
CEBU, MAY 27 
DAVAO, JUNE 10 
MANILA WULY. 


ELITE CATEGORY: 
MANILA, JULY 7-8 


REGISTER NOW! 
HOTLINE (632) 414-1489 
www.sanmiglight.co 
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Hungary, Austria, Japan, Indonesia, Germany, Thait 
Jand, and the Philippines who displayed their wares 
ina two-hour run. 

‘The CWC, through the Philippine Water Ski and ; 
Wakeboard Foundation, is currently bidding to host = 
the 2008 Cable Wakeboard World Championships] 
Previous competitions were all held in Europe, | 

The watersports complex provides a breathtak} 
ing view of Mt. Isarog, which at 1,966 meters above 
sea level is the 2nd highest mountain in the Bicol 
Region. And because the Philippines enjoys good 
‘weather 10 months a year (unlike in Europe and the 
States) which makes it ideal for cable skiing, the fay 
cility hopes to attract international cable skierg 
from all over the world and to be the mecca of 
wakeboarding and water skiing in Southeast Asia 


Other riders were from the United States, Australia; \ 


Ateneo- June 28, 
3 p.m. 

UA&P - June 30, 
4p.m. 

Adamson- July 1, 


composed of 5 
stationary drinkers 
and 3 racers 


be 
which stunts will be 
performed . 


The-Enduro San Mig 
Light Adventures 2006 


Samahang Enduro: 


- 15 teams, each team 


- base camp is Gillie’ 
Island QC; there will 
4 satellite bars in 


Actual Race 

- Elite race which 
begins in Bulacan 
from July 7 to 8 

- Novice race which 
begins in Quezon City 
on July 7 

- This will be the very 
first time the elite 
category will have a 
twenty-four race 

- only the Manila leg 


s has the elite category 


Visit 
www.sanmiglight. 
com.ph for more 
details 
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CABLED water sports facility opens at Cam Sur 


Text and photos by Joel V. Nigos 


PILI, CAMARINES SUR — EXTREME WATER 
sports enthusiasts no longer have to look far to en- 
joy their sport. 

‘With the opening of the Camarines Sur Water- 
sports Complex recently, the first world-class sports 
facility of its kind in the country today, Filipino wa- 
ter skiers and wakeboarders alike now have a place 
to train in their sport. They would also soon be ex- 
posed to world-class competitions. 

‘Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Ray Villafuerte, who led 
the opening ofthe park, said that he “hopes the park 
‘would generate interest among locals as well as for- 
eigners in the extreme water sport.” It is also the 
province's way, he said, to promote Camarines Sur 
as a sports tourism destination, “Besides the com- 
plex, our province and the whole Bicol Region 


ee 
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prides itself with some of the country's best attrac- 
tions. We have pristine white sand beaches here, ex- 
otic animals, old churches, mountains to climb, and 
the hottest food which Bicol is known for.” 

‘The Camarines Sur Watersports Complex boasts 
of a six-point cable ski system from Germany in a 
4,5-hectare lake. Tailored for wake boarding, wake 
skiing, water skiing and knee boarding, the park 
aims to attract enthusiasts from all over the world. 
It is located at the Provincial Capitol Complex in 
Cadlan, Pili, Camarines Sur. 

‘The park is ideal for professional wake boarders 
and water skiers as well as for beginner riders. It is 
‘equipped with spotlights which allows it to be open 
even during the evening. A grandstand was con- 
structed to hold guests. Soon to rise within the facil- 
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ity are restaurants, sand bars, spas atid professional 
shops. 

The opening of the watersports complex coincid- 
ed with the Kaogma Festival in celebration of the 
province's 427th foundation day. Kuno Ritschard, 
president of the International Waterski Federation 
and Hans Otte, chair of the World Cable Wakeboard 
‘Commission, were present to attend the event. 

Some of the world’s finest water skiers and wake 
boarders also graced the opening of the complex. 
‘They delighted the crowd with an exhibition. Par- 
ticipants included world’s No. 1 junior skier Sam 
Collins of Australia, second-ranked Peter Pascal 
‘Schmidt of Australia, Open women’s No. 1 Eva Koch 
of Germany, No. 3 ranked junior Heather Johnson 
of the United States, and Austria's Daniel Fetz, 
ranked No, 9 in the world in the Open men's class. 


Ride on! MTB/Roadie events 


2006 Rudy Girl Challenge (July 1) 
7a.m.to7 p.m 

La Mesa Eco Park Forest Reserve 

For More information 

Email: rudygirlchallenge@yahoo.com 
E-group 
lenge 
Call 637-4036 or 0927-644-8721 


‘The Haro Cup (July 9) 
Hydraulics Track, UP Arboretum 
Over P100,000 worth of prizes 


Top prizes will be Haro BMX Bike and Haro MTB Bike 


for the MTB 4x. 
Categories: 


groups.yahoo.com/groups/rudygirichal- 


Mountain Bike - Pro, Novice, Beginner, Executive 
*hardtail and full suspension wil be on the same cate- 


gory 
BMX- Open, Beginner 
DIRT JUMP 
HIGHJUMP 


Call Bans Mendoza of Dirt Dawg Bike Shop at 456- 


5359. 


Power Bar Tour of Puerto Azul ( August 12) 
6a.m.to 12 p.m. 
Puerto Azul 


htp://wwwinestle.com.ph/powerbar/stat- 
ic/events_cycling_powerbarhtm for details 


Go to the; Power Bar Philippines website at 


f, 


NOVICE CATEGORY: 


CEBU, MAY 27 
DAVAO, YUNE 
EMANILA 


ELITE CATEGORY: 
t MANILA, JULY 7-8 


REGISTER NOW! 
HOTLINE (632) 414-148! 
www.sanmiglight.ci 


Other riders were from the United States, Australia, 
Hungary, Austria, Japan, Indonesia, Germany, Thai- 
land, and the Philippines who displayed their wares 
ina two-hour run. 

‘The CWC, through the Philippine Water Ski and 1 
‘Wakeboard Foundation, is currently bidding to host 
the 2008 Cable Wakeboard World Championships, 
Previous competitions were all held in Europe. 

‘The watersports complex provides a breathtak- 
ing view of Mt. Isarog, which at 1,966 meters above 
sea level is the 2nd highest mountain in the Bicol 
Region. And because the Philippines enjoys good 
‘weather 10 months a year (unlike in Europe and the 
States) which makes it ideal for cable skiing, the fa; 
cility hopes to attract international cable skier 
from all over the world and to be the mecca of 
wakeboarding and water skiing in Southeast Asia. | 


Samahang Enduro: 
Ateneo- June 28, 

3 p.m. 

UA&P - June 30, 
4p.m. 

Adamson- July 1, 
2p.m. 


E-Bar: 

-July 1 

- 15 teams, each team 
composed of 5 
stationary drinkers 
and 3 racers 

- base camp is Gillie’s 
Island QC, there will 
be 14 satellite bars in 
which stunts will be 
performed 


The Enduro San Mig 
Light Adventures 2006 


Actual Race 

- Elite race which 
begins in Bulacan 
from July 7 to 8 

- Novice race which 
begins in Quezon City 
on July 7 

- This will be the very 
first time the elite 
category will have a 
twenty-four race 

- only the Manila leg 
has the elite category 
Visit 
www.sanmiglight. 
com.ph for more 
details 
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XTREME SPORT (ALSO CALLED AC 
tion sport, adventure sport, and adventu 
ous sport) is a general term for sports fea- 
turing speed, height, danger, a high level 
of physical exertion, highly specialized 
gear, or spectacular stunts. A feature of 
such activities in the view of some is their 
alleged capacity to induce a so-alled 
adrenaline rush in participants ( 
nomer, since often the rush or high 
tained is a product of increased leve 
dopamine endorphins and serotonin). An- 
other characteristic of activities so labeled 
is they tend to be individual rather than 
team sports. Extreme sports can include 
both competitive and non-competitive ac- 
tivities. 

Extreme sports are often associated 
with young adults wishing to push them- 
selves to the limits of their physical ability 
and fear, in tum pushing the boundaries of 
a particular sport. This youthful demo- 
graphic accounts too for extreme sports’ 


For the active young set, the day 
never ends at work. In fact, for 
these people, the day is just 
starting, Typical agenda: after 
work it’s offto the gym, then 
dinner, then a night out that 


frequent association with youth culture, 
including its clothing, fashions, and mu- 
sic. 

‘Some contend that the distinction be- 
tween an extreme sport and a convention- 
al one is as much to do with marketing as 
itis to do with perceptions about level 
danger involved or the amount of 
adrenaline generated. Snowboarding, 
thus, has a more extreme image than s 
ing due to differing marketing strategies 
and the fact of being a newer sport, even 
though skiing is a faster and at least equal- 
ly dangerous activity. Furthermore a sport 
like Rugby Union, though dangerous and 
adrenaline-inducing, would not fall into 
the category of extreme sports due to its 
traditional image. Scuba diving is not of 
ten categorized as an extreme sport these 
days, despite the level of danger and pi 
ical exertion, because of its primarily adult 


usually lasts past midnight. 
Repeat. If this sounds familiar to 
you, then chances are you're going 
to need some extra boost to keep it 
all up. 

Enter LON. Probably the best thing 


youth sport. 

‘The definition of 
have shifted over the ye: 
ing trends, When the term 
circa the late 1980s/ 

sed for adult 


ue to ma 
st surfaced 
90s, it was 


th in popularity 
agazine epitomized the: 
the term, and if 


g such as The North Face 
Patagonia, Teva sandals or hiking boots 
for footwear, nowadays ap- 


that’s ever happened to energy 
drinks, I-ON has Ionics, a unique 
mix of ginseng, royal jelly, iron and 
multivitamins that will boost you 
tothe next energy level and help 
you stay there. All that in a fizzy, 


boarding, snowboarding, and BMX and 
closely associated with marketing efforts 
aimed at youth (e.g. the ad campaigns of 
Mountain Dew), and with their 

styles of clothing and music, especially 


with skateboarders, and I 
native rock. This shift in st 
be partly a generational 
Boomers and Generation X has 
keting’ efforts associated with 
treme sports shifted toward the younger 
Generation Y demographic sometime in 
the mid to late 1990s. 
‘The term gained popularity with the ad- 
vent of the ” a made-for-tel 
. Advertisers were 


the public, as a consequence competite 

and organizers are not wanting for sponsor- 
ship these days. The high profile of extreme 
sports and the culture surrounding them 
has also led people to invent parodies, such 


me Ironing", urban hot 

quet, extreme unicycling, house 
s, and extreme wheelbarrow. 
a partial list of sports classified as 


ressive skating; BASE jumping; 
freestyle; bodyboarding; bouldering; 
buildering; bungee jumping; caving; cave 
diving; climbing; drag racing; extreme ski- 
ing; freebording; free-diving; ice climbing; 
whitewater kayaking; kitesurfing; kite 
boarding; kneeboarding; mountain bi 
ing; mountain boarding; 
noodling; paintball; paragliding; paramo- 
toring; Parkour, poweriser; whitewater 
rafting; rock climbing; roller derby, scuba 
diving; skateboarding; skiboarding; sky: 
diving; skysurfing; slamball; snakeboard- 
ing; snowboarding; storm chasing; street 
luge; stunt pogo; surfing; tricking; uni 
cling; urban kayaking; wakeboarding; 
ter skiing; windsports; fir 
wikipedia.com 


MANILA DRAGONS ROWING TEAM WINS IN CHINA 
The Manila Dragons Dragonboat Rowing Team reaped 4 awards in 
two separate dragonboat races in two cities in China held on June 3 


and 4. The MD men’s team 


placed Ist runner up (International 


Category) and the women’s team Sth runner up (Open Category) in 
the 12th Guangzhou International Dragonboat Invitational 
‘Tournament. And in the Ist Shaoguan City International Dragonboat 
Invitational Tournament the MDs won the 2nd runner-up (women’s) 


and 3rd runner-up (men’s) 
Jila Decena, the Philippine 


trophies. With team officials ris Ocba and 
delegates include: (Men's) Raul 


Bumanglag (drummer/team manager), Mike Manabat, Joel 
Macawile, Paul Minano, Greg Doronila, Marlon Ilagan, Marlon 


Coduco, Aboy de Guzman, 


Don Balolong, Darwin Ugalde, Dexter 


Macapagal, Roli Inocencio, Tomtom Ricamora, Jong Valientes, 
Eugene Nazaire, Ron Dolotina, Jun Orbina, Maikee Quincina, Ding 
Cailipan, Andy Torres, Gary Llanes, Richard Wong (steersman); 
(Women’s) Mylene Buenafe (drummer), Duch Coduco, Poupe Celis, 
Tina Bocala, Sandy dos Remedios, Dang Gido, Love Jomen, Mylene 
Reyes, Imelda Diaz, Bernice Francisco, Jane Butchayo, Heidi Sarno, 
Jenny Maglian, helyn Relopez, Liza Buencillo, Belie Barron, Melody 
‘Ocampo, Mya Pinpin, Jessie Cauilan, Che Nejal, Gina Marquez, Magz 
a Amaguin, Pam Tababan and Val Pacardo (steerswoman). 


Bring it on with I-ON 


refreshing, citron-flavored drink. 


It’s amazing what that boost can 


do. I-ON can help you climb that 
extra wall..Or stay two hours more 
at that underground rave. Or take 
30 more calls at the call center. Or 


perform through overtime like it 
was just another day at the office. 
So the next time a potentially 
energy-thirsty challenge stares you 
in the face, don’t back down. Bring 


ItOn. With I-ON. inde 


Bring It On. I-ON. 


Formulated to boost you to the next energy level. 
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LIFESTYLE MON nena 
MODEL CITIZENS MODEL CITIZENS MODEL CITIZENS MODEL C NS MODEL CITIZENS 


‘SCHOOL OF ROCK. Teaching 
them young. Rosanna Aranaz, $ j. SHU STOPPERS. 
Claudine Bacani, Hannah Choa t = Shu Uemura’s 

Yu and Alexi Bautista get all FORRGNACTS. Races a t Tessa Dragon and 
gammed up for a cause. join the RockEd cause, Xeng Zulueta 


Scientifically proven: 


EUROPEAN 
STUDY SHOWS 
UP TO 3X MORE 
WEIGHT LOSS 
WITH XANDO 


85% weight loss is body fai" 


“Xändo™makes losing and maintdining weight 
so much easier. | love usihg Xändo™!” 


“Xando Block and Bum inventor Nils Mortensen and g j x 

wwelght management researcher Dr. Ering Thom gh Bby Abunda 
sae grea duning tne Xardo tablet auch held ‘Award-winning TV host / PR maven 
on May 19 at Crowne Plaza Galleria. i 


\ “I'm glad | have Xändo™ to comfortably 
A clinical sudy Published in the ; £ lose weight and keep mein shape.” 
International Journal of Medical Research k -I 
revealed that people using Xändo Block 


and Burn Tablets lost up to three times P F a) 3 
more weight than dieting alone. ki Se 

The study entitled “A Randomized, 4 t ji + 
Double-Blind, Placebo-controlled Trial of a a ie ` Kris Aquino 


New Weight-reducing Agent of Natural . . Mii a i * E k Award-winning actress / TV host 
Origin,” published in 2000, showed the r 
results of a clinical testing conducted by Dr. 
Thom at PAREXEL Clinical 
Research, Lillestrom, Norway. 


Dr. Thom, one of the leading European 
researchers in weight, management with 
over 10 published academic papers on the 
Subject, discussed the results of the clinical 
‘rial during the product launch held on May 
19 at the Grand Ballroom, Crowne Plaza 
Galleria. 


“We took a group of overweight people 
and divided them into two test groups. The 
groups were balanced in terms of weight 
and age to ensure they were comparable,” 
Dr. Thom narrated. “Both groups were 
placed on a 1200Kcal diet, One was given 

indo Block and Bum Tablets and the 
other was given tablets with no active 
ingredients.” 


“The results showed the En on Xändo 
Block and Burn lost up io ireetimes more f 
ght than the other group. l 7 = : 
group lost an average kar k wh ile the l Xando™ is a natural, clinically-proven solution 
toup on Xindo Block and Burn lost 3.5 i i 
fig. We then looked at where the weight loss to Lifelong Weight Control. 
came from. It is important that healthy | 
weight loss be predominantly from fat, not È Lay 
muscle tissue. For the group using Xindo a! Ae: $ 
Block and Bum Tablets, 85% of their p A published clinical study jee 
weight loss was fat,” announced Dr. Thom. shows that Xéndo™ tablets rebon! 


together with a diet of 
1200Kcal give significantly 


Aside from the positive results of the 
trial, Dr, Thom also had accolades for. Ẹ 
Xindo Block and Bum. “The beauty of 
using Xändo Block and Burn is that this 
weight management solution recognizes 
the power of natural human desire to eat 


larger weight reduction than % Blocks carbohydrates 
and docs not try to subvert, alter or deny dieting alone. y Blocks starch 
this urge,” declared Dr. Thom, * 

Instead, Xando Block and Burn lets 4 Blocks sugar 


people lose weight comfortably by letting = 
them eat the food that they love then ; v Blocks fat 
blocking excess carbohydrates from food. 
ts three natura active S “i 
ingredients—Phaseolamin (extract from 8 Relerence:E Thom Jint MeaRes2000; "torear ierg New weentredueing Agen of Natur 

kidney beans), Inulin (extract from 28:229-233. Gigin” conducted by Dr. Ering Thom in Norway, published in 
chicory), and Garcinia—work three ways The Joumal of International medical Research 2000:28:229-233. 
to help people trim down weight: it bloc! 


Calories from “big” carbohydrates such as Not to be used by pregnant women. Breastieeding mothers 
ates tet sal cies i blocks Partai: _ Gia persons win diabetes shouid consul Inet doclor fs 
carbs from foods such as pastries, cakes and =p DRIES ONES 

chocolates; and it Taian excess carbs ss 

from being converted into fat. 


Body Weight 


To know more about the product, call: 
Kindo! ible sinwenior Me NiE Tablets ' 727-9999 » 0922-88-XÄNDO (92636) 
Mortensen was pleased to hear the results 

of the study. “The reason I invented Xändo a Ez a T FETE pauses 
Tablet was to help people lose weight 

safely,” he said, 


Xtindo Block and Bum is exclusive! i 

avaliable at all Watsons outlets. For more Available only at PTRA sere dugnas 
information, please call the — Xindo 

HealthLines, 727-9999 and 
0922-88-XANDO (92636). 
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SAVINGS: A 


SO, YOU'VE FINALLY DECIDED TO END 
your habitual splurging on your salary 
(the habit that makes you scrape the bot- 
tom of the barrel a few days before pay- 
day) and have vowed to save “a little a 
day”, everyday, for the rest of your life. 

But how do you start a new habit that 
is completely opposite to what you've 
grown accustomed to? Here are some 
tips that can probably help start you on 
your journey of savings. 

First, you will need to assess your cur- 
rent financial position. How much can 
you realistically afford to save, and for 
how long? Do you have any loans that 
should be paid before committing money 
toa savings or investment scheme? What 
are your ultimate aims for the money 


if 


ae 
Pom 


that you set aside? How much return do 
you want for the money you save up, and 
‘what risks do you take for these returns? 

Second, identify your short, medium, 
and long-term needs. Short term needs 
could span from a few months to a few 
years, i.e. this coming Christmas expens- 
es, next semester's tuition for the kids, or 
a new car. Medium-term needs are ful- 
filled a bit longer, from five to 10 years. 
These needs could include that dream 
holiday, the new house, or the kids’ col- 
lege education expenses. Long-term 
needs take more than 10 years to plan 
out, and may include such important as- 
pects such as your retirement, or your 
children’s Future 

Third, now that you've identified your 


a” 

term needs, consider hw where to put 
your money in. Usually, for short-term 
needs, you save your money in a bank. 
There is a wide variety of deposit ac- 
counts and they have different degrees 
of access, different rates of interest and 
different minimum investment amounts. 
Deposit accounts generally have the fol- 
lowing features: you can invest a lump 
sum or you can save in monthly or week- 
ly installments; they offer a wide choice 
of investment terms from demand ac- 
counts, where 

you can take your money out anytime 
you want, to 1 to 2-year term accounts. 
There's low capital risk involved here; 
and relatively low returns, particularly 
relative to inflation. 


| 
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Teaching kids to save is like child’s play. 
All you need is a P500 minimum balance to open their Fun Savers account. 
Or better yet, get your kids a Fun Savers Club Gift Check and with a valid L.D., 
they're on their way to banking fun. It's as easy as A, B, C! 

Get them a Fun Savers Club Gift Check now! For more information, 

please call 898-8701 to 02 or visit www.metrobank.com.ph. 


Over 600 dase ardiamal cea branches. cen od ebvloaden 
ean Omen areoara azn Sen Ga Pujai Ara hee Cay we meiocankcem pr 


ener olin Pn ipone Use timuranca Coupanion, Onpas tainted uo WP 260,000 00 par deponas 
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For medium-term needs, life assurance 
‘companies offer guaranteed bonds which 
provide either a guaranteed return of the 
investment amount at the end of the term, 
together with a guaranteed level of bonus: 
or a guaranteed level of income for the 
term of the bond, usually 5 years, together 
with a guaranteed retum of the invest- 
‘ment amount at the end of the term. Some 
of these products offer no access to your 
money if you need to cash in the bond be- 
fore maturity, or may allow some access 
but charge a substantial penalty. 

For long-term needs, property invest- 
ments offer attractive returns. However, 
investing directly in property generally 
requires either large amounts of capital 
or borrowing. If you borrow heavily to 


Ses | 


avert a! 


i 


You're in good hands with 


METROBANK 


invest in property you will be more vul- 
nerable to the potential risks, particular- 
ly if your investment property is secured 
on your own home, Potential returns in- 
clude rental income if investing directly, 
and capital growth ifthe value rises. The 
potential risks include no rental income 
if property is vacant; increase in mort- 
gage repayments if interest rates rise, 
where the property is purchased using 
borrowings; or falling property values. 
Immediate access to your money may be 
difficult in a property investment. 

Whether you're saving up for the 
short, medium or long term, the most im- 
portant step, indeed, is that first amount 
saved on the first day. That starts the 
snowball rolling. 


Metrobank Fun 
Savers Club: 


Teaching kids to 
save the fun way 


Parents often wonder when is the 
right time to teach children the basics of 
savings. Studies made on Filipino chil- 
dren across the country indicate that the 
young emerging market accounts for 
spending power of more than P20 billion 
a year. Being constantly exposed to com- 
‘mercialism in all forms of media, kids to- 
day are slowly becoming big influences 
in making a purchase, if not outright de- 
cision-makers. 

Since buying habits are being devel- 
oped at an early age, now is the best time 
for parents to start teaching kids the val- 
ue of saving. 

Perhaps, one way to teach children 
how to handle money properly is by al- 
lowing them such experience guided by 
adult wisdom. Some parents offer to give 
their kids a minimal amount of money 
in the form of allowances or monetary 
gifts. While doing so, parents are encour- 
aged to guide their kids in deciding how 
to spend their cash, as well as motivate 
them to save. 

Here are some creative ways on how 
to teach kids to save. 

1. Give your children a regular al- 
lowance and agree on how much they are 
supposed to set aside for their savings. 

2. Buy saving tools - like a piggy bank 
in different colors, characters and shapes. 
You can also let them create their own pig- 
gy banks out of empty jars and tins. 

3. Offer rewards for a reasonable tar- 
get amount saved within a particular pe- 
riod of time like after one semester or 
‘one school year. 

4, Create a colorful chart to record 
their savings. Post the chart on the reftig- 
erator or any area where your kids usual- 
ly hang out so they can regularly see how 
much their money is increasing. 

5. If your child is saving for a particu- 
lar item, post a photo of that item on the 
piggy bank, cupboard or bedroom door 
as a constant reminder of the reward 
they will receive once they have saved 
enough money to make the purchase. 

Better yet, let your kids experience the 
fun of banking by introducing them to 
kiddie accounts that offer exciting perks 
and activities the young ones will surely 
appreciate. 

Metrobank, the country’s leading 
bank, makes saving even more exciting 
with the launch of the Fun Savers Club 
(FSC) Gift Check. A perfect gift alterna- 
tive for special occasions, it comes in a 
candy-color design with a gift check 
holder that kids will love. 

The FSC gift check is special because it 
can be used to open-a new Fun Savers 
Club account conveniently. It can also be 
used to add funds to an existing Fun 
Savers account. 

"The FSC gift check is an affordable 
and better alternative to usual presents 
such as toys and clothes," said 
Metrobank Corporate Planning Division 
head Bernardito M. Lapuz. "What's 
more, it teaches children the value of 
saving by making the habit more fun and 
exciting.” 

The FSC gift check is ideal for children 
below 18 years of age so they can easily 
open a Fun Savers Club account. Upon 
opening, they will receive a welcome kit 
and be entitled to discounts at selected 
establishments, among other perks. 

‘The account requires only a minimum 
of P500 initial deposit and average daily 
balance of P4,000 to earn interest. 

FSC gift checks can be purchased at all 
Metrobank branches with a minimum 
face value of P500.00. Metrobank depos- 
itors can have the purchase amount of 
the GCs debited from their account while 
non-Metrobank account holders need to 
present a valid 1D and proof of residency 
(residence certificate or current billing 
statement) to make a purchase. 

For more information, visit your near- 
est Metrobank branch or log on to 
www.metrobank.com.ph. 


TWO MONTHS AFTER ITS 
Jaunch in April, Sun Life Financial 
Philippines’ “111 Hot Enough 
Promo” continues to build both 
excitement and business volumes 
for the company that is now cele- 
rating 111 years of continued 
operations in the country. Market- 
ing efforts for the campaign re- 
cently took a new tum with the 
‘unveiling of a futuristic Sun Life 
booth at the Glorieta in time for 
the Midnight Madness Weekend 
Sale. Sun Life's blue colored booth 
‘endeavors to answer the question 
“qs your future hot enough?” in 
two ways. 

First, a special software, origi- 
nally used by the FBI and other 
foreign surveillance agencies, will 
give visitors a glimpse of how they 
will physically look like in the fu- 
ture based on their current 


Sun Life Roadshow 
eyes bright future 
for Filipinos 


Second, another program that 
has been developed by Sun Life 
‘will likewise diagnose an individ- 
uals wealth potential based on 
his/her present saving habits. 
The company's expert financial 
advisers are also on hand to take 
turns in explaining the high-level 
benefits of financial planning to 
prospective clients. The booth 
likewise provides visitors the 
chance to win — futuristic 
TorBikes. The Glorietta stint 
wrapped up June 15th and goes 
on to other malls around the 
Metro. Next on the promotional 
trail will be provincial visits, giv- 
ing the nation’s larger mass a 
glimpse into the furure. Below is 
‘where Sun Life's forward looking 
booth is bound next: 

June 23 to 30-Cavite, Laguna, 
Caloocan, Baguio, Batangas, Bu- 


Jacan and Tacloban. 


Asiatrust Bank, Banco 
Rodriguez sign ATM 
co-branding agreement 


ASIATRUST BANK 
(ATB) and Banco Ro- 
driguez (BR) recently 
signed a memorandum 
of agreement for ATM 
co-branding. This spe- 
cial arrangement will 
allow clients of the lat- 
ter to open ATM ac- 
counts and enjoy the 
convenience of 24-hour 
banking by riding on 
Asiatrust Bank's con- 
nection to the Megalink ATM net- 
work. Present during the MOA 
signing were (from left, seated) 
ATB sales force unit head Ma. 
Hazel de la Pena, BR chair Eliza- 
beth Mendoza, BR president 
Maritess Pineda and BR assistant 
to the president Erminda Lozano. 
Standing is ATB sales officer Ra- 
mon Goeson. 


ces! 


‘Flexi Savings’ launched 
Meanwhile, Asiatrust Bank re- 
cently introduced its newest de- 
posit product dubbed “Flexi Sav- 
ings". This combines the income 
benefits of a high-yielding time 
deposit with the flexibility of a 
checking account, To enjoy this, 
depositors may place a minimum 
of P50,000 in the Flexi Savings 
account for a period of one year. 
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American Express offers novel savings account 


AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK 
Philippines recently launched an 
innovative savings account that 
allows peso depositors direct ac- 
cess to investment facilities and 
the potential to earn more re- 
tums on their investment. Lever- 
aging on the strength and rela- 
tionships of American Express, 
eso Wealth Plus gives depositors 
the added option to invest in fa- 
cilities that will be managed by 
an established fund manager 
with global expertise. 

‘According to Stella A. Sam- 
payan, head of American Express 
Banks trust department, “This 
takes out the guesswork and incon- 
veniences of managing invest- 
ments, particularly for those who 
are not finely attuned to the capital 


market or do not have the time for 
it. But at the same time, they want 
investments to earn more than the 
returns offered by peso-denomi- 
nated time deposits and even other 
fixed-income funds. 

Launched this month, Peso 
Wealth Plus offers depositors 
greater ease in making invest- 
ments. Instead of filling in volu- 
minous forms each time fora new 
transaction, American Express 
asks the client to fill in the forms 
once. A letter instructing the 
bank to make succeeding invest- 
‘ments and other transactions on 
behalf of the client will suffice, 
noted Sampayan. 

Moreover, each Peso Wealth 
Plus depositor is assigned a rela- 
tionship manager to look after his 


Sampayan, 


My monthly saving experience 


By April N. San Felipe 


IT'S THE END OF THE MONTH AGAIN. I 
took out my coin bank from my drawer eager 
to count the 5- and 10-peso coins inside. It 
should have reached P400 this time. And it 
didt Not bad for a month's saving for an aver- 
age employee. As I filled out the deposit slip, I 
thought of the coming month, another month 
of saving...this time I will aim for a higher 
amount. 

I started saving when the 5- and 10-peso 
coins were circulated. At that time I kept all of 
itin empty film canisters. I opened a bank ac- 
count where I could deposit my savings every 
week, which eventually became every month. 
1 often wondered if there were also others 
who were saving the way I did. Actually, there 
were as ater on learned. 


Helping kids become nation-builders 

I work for The Real Bank, a fast growing 
thrift bank in the country that advocates the 
value of saving and thrift among the youth. 
The Real Bank gives colorful piggy banks to 
their kid depositors to put in their savings. 
Once these piggy banks are full, they are 
brought to the Real Bank branches and the 
money is deposited in their Real Bank account 
called Real Kiddie Savers’ Club account. 

This saving advocacy, called “Bata...Ba- 
ta...Mag-impok at Magsinop” started July 
2004 in partnership with the Department of 


è Education. Savings and thriftiness are taught 


One may eam as high as seven 
percent interest per annum on 
the retained placement at the end 
ofthe term. 

‘On the other hand, the account 
allows the depositor to withdraw 
funds once a month, though not 
more than 10 times for the entire 
term, without paying any pre-ter- 
mination charges, and still enjoy 
three percent interest per annum. 
Flexi Savings comes with a pass- 
‘book, a checking account and an 
ATM card. Withdrawal of funds can 
be done by issuing checks or via 
‘ATM through any Megalink, Banc- 
Net and Expressnet member banks. 

For more information, call cus- 


Bank branch, 


East West Bank Q1 net 
income up 15.6% to P74M 


EAST WEST BANKING CORP 
fast growing as the preferred 
consumer bank in the country 
today, posted P74.4 million in 
net income after tax in the first 
quarter of 2006, a 188.46 per- 
cent increase from P25.7 mil- 
lion of the same period last 
year. 

The remarkable rise in net 
profits was attributed to its high- 
er income from trading, service 
charges and fee-based’ income 
while operating expenses nar- 
rowed significantly. 

The bank's non-interest in- 
come reached P173 million by 
the end of March 2006, a 119- 
percent rise or P94 ‘million 
more than the P79 million fig- 
ure from the same period last 
year as the bank took advan- 
tage of the favorable market 
conditions and launched new 
consumer-centric products and 
services. 

Net interest income for the pe- 
riod stood at P200 million as the 
interest income of P481 million 
‘outpaced interest expense of 
P281 million, 


‘The bank continued to keep a 
Jean but efficient staff, keeping 
manpower costs steady while ex- 
penses on offices and premises 
‘were reduced. For the first quar- 
ter, the bank's net income before 
tax approached P93 million, an 
increase of 228 percent or P65 
million more than the March 
2005's figure of P28 million. 

As of the end of March, the 
bank's total resources stood at 
P25.7 billion, 3.6 percent or P760 
million higher than the end-De- 
cember 2005 level of P24.9 bil- 
lion, 

East West Bank offers clients 
various innovative consumer 
products such as car loan, hous- 
ing loan, salary loan and credit 
card, The bank has made a dra- 
matic shift to service consumers 
with this market now accounting 
for 48 percent of the bank's total 
loan portfolio from only 40 per- 
cent last year. 

With the prospects for con- 
sumer lending remaining upbeat, 
the bank is confident of posting a 
higher net income this year from 
202 billion in 2005. 


to grade school students of select public and 
private schools in NCR, Region Ill and Region 
IVA. These students are given their own coin 
banks to encourage them to save. The Real 


Bank believes that these values will help the 
youth become nation-builders. 


Moving up to higher levels 

After being recognized by three prestigious 
award giving bodies-Asian Banking Awards 
2005, National Consumers Quality Awards 
2005, and Global Excellence Awards 2005- 
the Real Bank was encouraged to teach more 
students the value of saving and thrift 
through its “Real Cash Tulong sa Kabataan”. 
This is the bank's ATM account that is linked 
to the “Bata...Bata...Mag-impok at 
Magsinop” advocacy campaign where for ev- 
ery ATM account opened, the Real Bank do- 
nates an additional P1 to the advocacy fund in 
behalf of the depositor. By doing this, deposi- 
tors become a partner in helping kids become 
nation-builders. 


Being a role model 

opened a Real Cash ATM account as soon 
as we launched this new product believing 
that through this, these kids would soon be- 
come the country's best leaders. It also moti- 
vates me to continue saving knowing that the 
best way to teach these values to our youth is 
by being a good example to them. Thus, 1 my- 
self strive to save. 

As I fall in line to deposit my coins, three 
kids rushed from the door holding blue, pink, 
and green piggy banks full of coins. They ran 
towards the new accounts counter eager to 
count the coins inside. 1 smiled when I heard 
them say it was their savings. Now, who could 
say Filipinos don't learn? 


investments and attend to his 
needs. A minimum initial invest- 
ment of P200,000 is required in 
addition to deposits, which to- the 
gether with the client's other 
funds with the bank, should add 
up to P1 million. Sampayan high- 
lighted thatthe relationship man- 
agers are ready to go to their 
clients should the need arise and 
they are also readily accessible to 
customers by phone. Most other 
banks offer this kind of service 
only to select top clients. Said 
“We believe 
clients are important so each time 
they have a query or concern, 
they can talk to someone live.” 
The Peso Wealth Plus invest- 
ment facility is targeted at indi- 
viduals with a three- to five-year 


horizon and who are seeking 
higher yields on their investment. 
She disclosed that as of April 28, 

investment facility earned a 
one-year retum of 20.15 percent, 
gross of fees and net of taxes, 
American Express charges a trust 
fee of up to a maximum of 2 per- 
cent. Depending on the amount 
of investment, the trust fee can go 
as low as 0.60 percent. Trust fees 
are computed monthly and are 
based on the Monthly Average In- 
vestment Balance. 

‘American Express has a history 
of over 150 years in serving afflu- 
ent individuals, The company has 
built its business on premium ser- 
vices for this market. American 
Express celebrates its 90th year in 
the Philippines this year 


our 


Get a gift as you 
pay your bills at 
East West Bank 


EAST WEST BANK RECENTLY 
launched the “Billis Pay! Gift-Me-5 Pro- 
mo” where bills payers will receive a gift 
on every fifth bills payment transaction 
they make. 

Each bills payer will receive a “Billis 
Pay! Gift-Me-5 Promo” card, which will 
be used for monitoring the number of 
transactions. This should be validated by 
the teller by signing and stamping on the 
applicable number of transaction every 
time a bills payment transaction is made. 
The official receipt reference number, 
transaction number, amount paid, and 
date of payment must be indicated on the 
space provided. 

For web payments, the bills payer 
needs to print and present the web trans- 
action receipt to the attending teller to- 
gether with the original statement of ac- 
count for stamping and validation of bills 
paid. 

To claim a gift, go to the teller, present 
your “Billis Pay Gift Me 5 Promo” card, 
and fill out the Clients Receiving Form. 


PSBank adds more value to passbook savings accounts 


PSBANK, THE COUNTRYS SECOND 
largest savings bank, now has a passbook sav- 
ings account that allows customers to avail 
themselves of one inter-regional transaction 
per day, free of charge at any branch. The ac- 
count also comes with an ATM card for added 
convenience. 

A transaction is considered inter-regional if 
a deposit or withdrawal is made from a Metro 
Manila branch to any provincial branch and 
vice versa, or from a provincial branch to an- 
other provincial branch located in another 
province or region. 

‘The one free inter-regional transaction per 
day benefits customers who are charged by 
other banks a fee for every transaction made. 
This value-added service will greatly benefit 
‘customers whose occupation requires regular 
fieldwork in all parts of the country, or par- 
ents with children who study in another city 
or province and need to regularly send money 
for tuition or allowance. 

Aside from the free inter-regional transac- 
tions, customers will also enjoy several other 
services that come with their ATM cards. Cus- 
tomers can experience day and night account 
access in any PSBank, Metrobank and Banc- 
Net ATMs nationwide. Transactions can also 
be made when you're out of the country 


through Mastercard Cirrus ATMs. You can al- 
so shop and pay in all Bancnet stores nation- 
wide and Mastercard Maestro worldwide, or 
you may use your account to pay for your 
loans through automatic debit arrangement 
or through ATM. All these transactions are 
easily tracked through the passbook as cus- 
tomers have them updated in any PSBank 
branch nationwide. 


Checking account service gets better 

For people on the go, time is essential in 
their day-to-day activities. And since almost 
everyone is into multi-tasking nowadays, 
there's often not enough time to cover one’s 
personal and professional affairs. 

‘At PSBank, you can transact faster with its 
automated processes that leave you more 
time to do all the other things in your daily 
grind. One such innovation at PSBank is its 
better and hassle-free transactions for check- 
ing accounts. 

PSBank has recently introduced a system 
that offers monitoring and reconciling of ne- 
gotiated checks through automated signature 
verification with its new check imaging ser- 
vice. PSBank’s Checks Documentation Review 
System (CDRS) allows the bank to verify a 
signature accurately, and quality control of 


checks can be done through a screen with the 
scanned image of the checks and scanned im- 
age of the client’ signature. Technical defects 
are easily detected using this system. 

Before CDRS, the bank uses the physical 
negotiated checks to manually verify the 
scanned signature of the client and check for 
technical defects. Manual sorting also took 
time, hence causing delay in the delivery of 
SOA (mail or pick-up) or error in the trans- 
mittal of checks. 

‘With CDRS, the front-and-back images of the 
checks are already printed in the SOA. Essential- 
ly, customers benefit since the system is now sig- 
nificantly less prone to errors, hence releasing of 
image copies of checks are more accurate. 

Customers can also request for extra copies 
online in any PSBank branch nationwide for 
added convenience. These are just some of 
the many innovations that PSBank is imple- 
menting to make banking more simple and 
convenient. More programs are underway as 
the company addresses its customers’ con- 
cerns in upcoming initiatives. 

With 150 branches and 147 ATMs nation- 
wide, PSBank gives clients warm and efficient 
service for all cash and check deposits, with- 
drawals, encashment of checks as well as pay- 
ments for all PSBank loans and credit cards. 


Sunlife mutual funds sales up by 76% 


BUCKING THE SHORT-TERM VOLATILITY 
that the market experienced last month, the 
Sun Life Prosperity Funds maintained a 
strong foothold in the mutual fund industry 
and collectively realized a 76 percent month- 
ly gross sales increase in May 2006 versus 
what the funds posted in the previous year's 
comparable period. 

Sun Life president and CEO Lorenzo Tan 
said, “The short-term volatility did not distract 
our clients from their long-term investment 
goal due to the efforts of the company and its 
licensed distributors to educate and provide 
professional advice to our investors. From the 
time they make an investment in any of our 
mutual funds, we exert every effort to help 
them identify the most suitable investment in- 
strument that will suit their financial needs.” 

“Admittedly, there were a number of in- 
vestors who still got somewhat nervous du 
ing the temporary dip in the price of their 
vestments. However, many of them simply 
transferred and parked their monies tem- 
porarily in our Money Market Fund, This is a 
clear proof of our clients’ confidence in Sun 
Life Financial when it comes to managing 
their hard-earned money,” says Tan. 


He believes the trust and confidence given 
by investors are rooted on the credibility ofthe 
people managing the companys mutual 
funds. “We have a team of financial services 
advisors and fund managers who have trained 
hard and well in helping our existing and 
prospective investors to effectively manage 
their funds for the future," he adds. 

Sun Life president and CEO Lorenzo Tan al- 
so attributes this impressive achievement to 
the consistent high yield performance of the 
funds for the past five years since the launch of 
the Prosperity Funds, and the fact that these 
products are consistently being pushed by the 
‘company's competent agency force which has 
grown stronger and more vigilant to the needs 
ofthe times. 

In terms of year-to-date yield, the compa- 
ny's peso-denominated Prosperity Funds man- 
aged to surpass benchmarks. Its Balanced and 
Philippine Equity Funds both outperformed 
the Phisix as they generated an actual year-to- 
date yield of 13.4 percent and 15.2 percent 
net, respectively, as of May 2006. 

Its fixed-income instruments, such as the 
Sun Life Prosperity Money Market, GS and 
Bond Funds likewise surpassed tt 


tive benchmarks despite the volatility in the 
market, in terms of year-to-date actual re- 
tums. Its Money Market Fund generated a net 
return of 1.8 percent; while its GS and Bond 
Funds yielded 2.9 percent and 3.8 percent net, 
respectively as of May 2006. 

“Sun Life's asset management arm is set to 
retain its leading stance in the market and 
continue posting robust growth,” Tan said. He 
cited particularly the company's goal to grow 
its wealth management arm's assets under 
management to P50 Billion in the next five 
years. The company is also intending to tap 
the broad C and OFW markets to further in- 
crease sales. 

Sun Life Financial - Philippines is a member 
of the Sun Life Financial group of companies, 
a leading international financial services orga- 
nization providing a diverse range of wealth 
accumulation and protection products and 
services to individual and corporate cus- 
tomers, Chartered in 1865, Sun Life Financial 
and its partners today have operations in key 
markets worldwide including Canada, the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Hong 
Kong, the Philippines, Japan, indonesia, In- 
dia, China and Bermuda, 
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‘BPI Direct Savings Bank, BPInoy Remittance makes us proud to BPInoy’ 


‘THE BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Islands launched the BPI Direct 
Savings Bank and BPInoy Remit- 
tance, along with its “BPInoy!" 
campaign, on June 23 at the Vi- 
gan Terrace, Club 1851, BPI Head 
Office, Makati City. 

Hosted by prominent TV per- 
sonality Cito Beltran, the launch 
carried a purely Pinoy theme, 
streamlining with BPI’s “BPInoy!” 
campaign. Secretary of Finance 
Margarito Teves and Executive 
Director of the Office of the Un- 
dersecretary of Migrant Workers 
Affair Mariano A. Dumia were 
guests of honor at the event. 

Explaining the idea behind the 
BPInoy campaign, BPI senior vice 
president Ma. Lourdes A. Clar- 
avall said, "In essence, BPInoy is 
bringing BPI to every Pinoy work- 
ing or living abroad. The BPInoy 
campaign also launches BPI Di- 
rect Savings Bank as the Bangko 
ng Expat Pinoy and BPinoy Re- 
mittance as BPI's money remit- 
tance service to Expat Pinoys 
worldwide. 

In ending her speech, Claravall 
unveiled the TVC for the BPInoy! 
campaign, which is Erik's televi- 
sion commercial debut. 

Erik is the son of an Overseas 
Filipino Worker (OFW) or, as BPI 
prefers to call, an Expat Pinoy. His 
father, Renato Santos, has been 
working as an engineer in the 


Middle East for most of Erik's 23 
years, sacrificing not being with 
his family to be able to provide 
for them. Though miles away, his 
father was a great inspiration 
when he joined a singing contest 
where he emerged the champion. 

Apart from starring in the TVC, 
Erik also joins other Expat Pinoy 
children in singing the anthem 
for the TV spot. The song is titled 
“luwi Mo ang Pangarap,” and ex- 
presses what every child of an Ex- 
pat Pinoy feels. The words of the 
song ring true because it speaks 
of these children’s collective 
wish-to have their parents come 
home. These children truly un- 
derstand the plight of their par- 
ents, and they are all grateful for 
the sacrifices their parents have 
endured for them. 

BPI Direct president Raul D. 
Dimayuga, in his briefing, said 
“BPI Direct Savings Bank and 
BPInoy Remittance are part of a 
larger BPI initiative called Expat 
Pinoy Program, which addresses 
the fundamental needs of Fil- 
ipinos working abroad.” He ex- 
plains, “BPI Direct Savings Bank 
is a virtual bank, a click-and-por- 
tal bank that ‘will service its 
clients through phone and Inter- 
net connections. BPInoy Remit- 
tance, on the other hand, is an on- 
line, real-time remittance service 
that gives free text alert to both 


remitter and beneficiary that 
money has been credited to the 
BPI account and can already be 
withdrawn in any of the over 
1,300 Express Teller ATMs of 
BPL” BPInoy Remittance can be 
accessed through BPI Remittance 
Centers and local company remit- 
tance partners all over the world. 

BPI Directs introduction comes 
with a BPInoy Pabaon Package for 
outbound Expat Pinoys, “The 
Pabaon includes a BPInoy Savings 
Account that features ATM and re- 
mittance services worldwide; BPI 
Credit Card, which being a Master- 
Card, is acceptable anywhere in 
the world; and a 24/7 BPinoy 
Counselling Service to assist the 
expatriate workers in managing 
their finances.” 


BPI president Aurelio R. Mon- 
tinola II, in closing, imparted an 
inspiring message, “Through BPI 
Direct Savings and BPInoy Remit- 
tance under the Expat Pinoy pro- 
gram, we hope to be able to give 
back to our kababayans by help- 
ing them better manage the hard- 
earned fruits of their labor and 
through the new BPInoy! cam- 
paign, we hope to further prove 
that Filipinos are truly capable of 
taking on the world and BPI will 
be there, wherever they are.” 

The program also showcased 
performances from BPI Expat 
Pinoy endorser and the country's 
Prince of Pop Erik Santos, and the 
internationally acclaimed and 
award. 
dren's Choir of Mandaluyong. 


BPI recently launched the BPI Direct Savings Bank and BPInoy 
Remittance, along with its ‘BPInoy! campaign. The launch was led by 
(from left) BPI SVP Ma. Lourdes A. Claravall, BPI SVP Teresita B. Tan, 
Zen Biado from Merk Media and BPI VP Raul D. Dimayuga (BPI 
Direct president and ‘Expat Pinoy’ segment head), 


Special guests during the event were (from left) the country’s Prince 
of Pop’ Erik Santos, Angelo Jimenez of Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (Owwa), Executive Director Mariano A. Dumia of 
Office of the Usec for Migrant Workers Affairs, Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves, Norma Hernandez and Rosalinda Nieva (BSP) with 
BPI president Aurelio Montinola Ill. Hosted by prominent TV 
personality Cito Beltran, the program also showcased the 
internationally acclaimed and award-winning Philippine Children’s 
Choir of Mandaluyong. 


Berkley gets upgrade from Philratings 


DIEU AWARDEES 2005 TOP SALES PERFORMERS OF PHILIPPINE AXA LIFE 


The De Jesus branch of Philippine Axa's 
Metro Manila region 2 received five major 
awards in the recent DIEU Awards 

held at the Hotel Intercontinental-M: 

‘The DIEU Award is AXA's annual tradition 
of paying tribute and giving recognition to 
its deserving financial advisors and 
managers for their sales performance in 
2005. Avelina de Jesus (2nd row, seated 4th 
from left), branch regional director, was 
given the Titan Award for branch builder 
specialist of the year and the Vesta Award 


ed a 


for rookie-manager of managers of the 
year. The three other awardees were 
financial advisor Roberto Rivero, rookie 
advisor of the year; sales manager Poly 
Francia, Demeter awardee, and sales 
‘manager Rena Navales, Hermes awardee. 
Cory Hipolito, regional manager of Metro 
Manila 2, congratulated the group for their 

ignificant contribution to the company's 
impressive 15% growth in 2005. Also 
shown are invited sales force and their 
guests. 


ASIAN HOSPITAL APPOINTS METROBANK AS TRUSTEE 


Metrobank, the country’s leading bankcin 
resources, was recently designated as 
trustee of Asian Hospital and Medical 
Center's (AHMC) Employees Retirement 
Fund. Asian Hospital and Medical Center is 
the first major private hospital with tertiary 
care facilities in Southern Luzon. Hand in 
hand with Bangkok-based Bumrungrad In 
ahealthcare facility leader in the Pacific 
region - AHMC offers optimum medical 
technology and equipment, uniquely planned 
facilities, dedicated staff and doctors who 
work in synergy to provide efficient 
healthcare services to their patients, Present 
during the contract signing were (from left) 
Metrobank Filinvest Corporate City branch 
head Anne Marie Cochico; Metrobank Trust 


Banking Group vice president Josephine G. 
Cervero and deputy group head Rafael G. 
‘Ayuste, Jr; Metrobank area supervisor Metro 
Manila XIII Helen U. Fargas; AHMC 
president and chief executive officer Pamela 
AM Robinson, and chief financial officer 
Robert K. Suarez; Metrobank Trust Banking 
business development manager Pollyana B. 
Diokno and portfolio officer Ma. Estrella F. 
Ramos. The Metrobank Trust Banking Group 
offers a wide range of funds and asset 
management products and services catering 
to corporate and high net worth individuals. 
Clients are assured of professional and 
expert fund management service with its 
dynamic team of fund managers, risk, credit, 
and compliance officers. 


COCOPLANS AWARDS 2005 TOP SELLERS 


ON ITS ITS STH YEAR OF BEING 
evaluated, Berkley Intemational Plans 
has obtained a corporate credit rating 
upgrade from PRS A plus to PRS Aa mi- 
nus (double A minus) from the Philip- 
pine Rating Services Corporation 
(PhilRatings). Berkley Plans continues 
to be the first and only pre-need firm, 
thus far, to have obtained a corporate 
credit rating from Philratings. It first 
‘submitted its financial books for exami- 
nation to the rating company in 2001. 
Berkley Plans’ PRS Aa minus 


(corp.) rating is defined as “having a 
strong capacity to meet its financial 
commitments” as compared with oth- 
er Philippine corporations. 

In upgrading the rating, PhilRat- 
ings cited the strong performance of 
Berkley's trust fund investments, with 
about 95 percent of its trust fund as- 
sets placed in government securities. 
As of end-December 2005, invest- 
ment in trust funds was at about P3.2 
billion, compared to the amount of 
maturing plans of P9.5 million by. 


2007. From 2007 - 2009, the P3.2 bil- 
lion in trust fund investment provides 
a 1.39x cover of all maturing plans. 
PhilRatings likewise considered 
Berkley Plans’ significant sales and 
earnings growth of 23 percent amidst 
the backdrop of negative industry 
performance and public perception 
Berkley and Family First are fully- 
‘owned subsidiaries of WR. Berkley 
Corporation of USA which is among 
the Fortune 500 and whose assets, by $ 
end of 2005, totaled US13.9 Billion. 


First Life publishes winning photos 
of ‘Life Values 1st’ photo contest 


FIRST LIFES PHOTOCONTEST 
“Life Values 1st” concludes with a re- 
lease of the best entries in a full page 
print ad in the December issue of 
Good Housekeeping magazine by 
‘Summit Publications. In its 3rd year, 
First Life's contest called for photos 
that depict. children and how they 
brighten up one's day. The challenge 
is to convey the value of planning for 
the children's future. With the convic- 
tion that life insurance is the best de- 
piction of love for children, First Life 
aims to reflect the impact and inspi 
tion of how Filipinos selflessly take 
care of their dear ones. 

‘The top prize was won by Jose An- 
tonio Diaz with a photo of his son 
flaunting a milk mustache with the 
title ‘Got Milk.” Diaz took home 
P10,000 in cash and a P100,000 per- 
sonal accident insurance. The con- 
solation prize winners were Salome 
Alonte, Carlo Cruz, Jennylyn Asun- 
cion, Rachelle Tiffany Diaz and Lau- 
ra David who received P3,000 in 
cash and a P25,000 personal acci- 
dent insurance each. 

The “Life Values 1st" photo con- 
test is the company's unique way of 
presenting a richer and more color- 
ful existence by pounding on the im- 
portance of life insurance through 
the vivid images of tradition and 


spirit that are characteristic of Fil- 
ipinos. First Life is a leading 
provider of proudly Filipino world- 
class life insurance products that 
cater to the changing needs of fami- 
lies. 

Photo shows First Life executives 
with the Life Values 1st Photocontest 
winners. First Life president and 
CEO, Peter Coyiuto (back, far left), 


executive vice president and actuary 
Jaime Santiago (back, 2nd from 
right) and individual insurance mar- 
keting department senior assistant 
vice president Agerico Melgar (back, 
far right) with photocontest winners 
and representatives (front from 
left), Joy Cruz (for Carlo Cruz), Sa- 
lome Alonte, Jennylyn Asuncion, 
Ramon Sampang (for Laura David). 


UBP nets P2.755B in another record year 


UNIONBANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
reported a net profit of P2.755 billion 
in 2005. The figure surpassed market 
expectations and is 21 percent higher 


Cocoplans, two-time awardee for Most 


‘Outstanding Pre-Need Plans Provider, awarded 
its top sellers for 2005 during the 12th Annual 
Performance Excellence (Apex) Awards at the 
Manila Peninsula Hotel. Shown in photo are 
Cocoplans officers (top row from left) director 
Isabelo P. Africa, president Caesar T. Michelena 
and chair lawyer Alfredo C. Tumacder Jr. joined 


than the P2.281 billion posted in 2004. 

At the recent stockholders’ meeting 
in Makati Shangri-La, UBP chair and 
CEO Justo Ortiz said the bank was 
“able to maximize investment 
yields, keep the growth going 
in deposits as well as manage 
costs" last year. 

He reported that UBP re- 
mains one of the most prof- 
irable in the industry with a 
return on shareholders’ equi- 
ty (ROE) of 15.88 percent 


from 27.8 percent in 2004," he noted. 

The bank's capital markets busi- 
ness saw excellent results with rev- 
enue growth of 40 percent, The con- 
sumer finance business continues to 
grow, with profit growth of the credit 
card business accelerating to 35 per- 
cent in 2005 from 17 percent in 2004, 
and auto finance turning in a profit 
growth of 17 percent. Total deposits 
increased 11 percent to P60 billion. 
Operating expense growth was 17 
percent. Total revenue growth was 22 


from 14,06 percent in 2004, 
and a return on average as- 
sets (ROA) of 2.6 percent 
from 2.55 percent in 2004. 
“Our earnings per share in- 
creased to P5 from P4.14 the 
previous year. In January this 
yeat, our Board of Directors 
granted a cash dividend of 
P160 per share, which is 
equivalent to a payout rate of 
32,0 percent of net profit, up 


percent. The balance sheet stood at 
P107 billion in total resources by 
year-end. 

In terms of market position, among 
private domestic universal banks, 
UnionBank is the 4th largest in net 
profit in 2005; 1st in ROE; 1st in 
ROA; 1st in productivity measured by 
cost-to-income ratio; and Ist in 
soundness measured by risk-adjusted 
capital adequacy ratio, with 46 per- 
cent, 


by (bottom row from left to right) AVP East 
Visayas operations Rhommel G. Hao Cuenco 
who received the award for Virginia S. Davis as 
Top Business Development Manager Personal 
Seller, Egbert J. Abogado who received the 
Award for Emma D. Alcantara as Mega 
Producer, Ernesto K. Pinas as Top Senior 
Business Development Manager Personal Seller, 
Pilita S. Renacido as Top Business Partner 
Corporate Seller, Josan B. Lim as Business 
Partner of the Year, and Myrna L. Lalucis 
representing Lipa Business Center as Top 
Business Center. 
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Studio unit in The Columns Aya nue 
at stake in BPI’s Save Up, Move Up promo \ 


IMAGINE HAVING YOUR OWN HIDEAWAY IN enue this October. Get a chance to move up in life the possibilities are endless for the Aletas. parent can give his child. Strategically located at 
the heart of Makati. Envision yourself waking when you save with BPI. This July, BPI will be giving away the second the corner of Ayala and Buendia Avenues, The 
up to'be greeted by an impressive view of the The promo is open to all BPI peso and foreign prize- a stylish Volvo VSO station wagon toyetan- Columns Ayala Avenue is in close proximity to 
city and a magnificent view of distant moun- currency individual account holders who open or other lucky depositor. With the Volvo V50, family the Makati business district, shopping malls and 
tains. Imagine afternoons made more beautiful maintain BPI Savings, Checking or Time Deposit trips will never be the same again. other leisure destinations, making it an ideal 
by the glorious sunset of Manila Bay. Imagine Accounts. Every P5,000 deposit in savings or And the best isyetto come. The grand prize,a choice, not only as a new home, but an invest- 
all these, a stone’s throw away from the office, checking or P25,000 in a time deposit entitles a studio unit at The Columns Ayala Avenue is up ment as well. 
the shopping malls and your favorite bars and depositor to get one (1) electronic raffle coupon. for grabs this October. A home in The Columns But that’s not all. On top of BPI Save Up, Move 
restaurants. ‘The more you save, the more chances of winning. Ayala Avenue is a prize everyone will surely ap- Up's exciting raffle, a depositor is also entitled to 
Imagine no more. This place could actually be In its first draw last May, BPI Save Up, Move Up preciate. It’s the perfect address for young urban get a BPI Electronic Gift Card worth P1,000 for ev- 
yours if you join BPI and BPI Family Savings doubled the deposit balance of winners, Rosalinda professionals who want to start outon their own ery P300,000 new or additional deposit in savings 
Bank's Save Up, Move Up promo. Get a chance to and Jonathan Aleta of BPI Cabanatuan branch. or for newlyweds who wish to start their new or checking. The gift card comes in the form of a 
own a posh studio unit at The Columns Ayala Av- With an additional P500,000 in their BPI account, life together in style. It can also be the best gifta BPI Express Cash Card which can be used for shop- 


mex Ping in 45,000 Mastercard Electronic es- 
tablishments nationwide. 

No other bank can give you a promo as 
exciting as this one. So start saving with 


Move up from simple living >s 7 Sry Vir noe ool 
A w a famous lifestyle upgrade! Visit any BPI or 
to the ultimate in urban livi 


BPI Family Savings Bank branch today and 
move up with BPI! For more details, call 
89-100 or log on to wwwbpiexpresson- 
line.com 


Mone 


FOR MOST PEOPLE, SAVING MONEY 
is a chore, since it requires a-certain 
amount of discipline. Many of us pull 
out money from out wallets like it will 
never run out and with no thought 
about our financial future. But the 
truth is, whether you are saving for a 
small purchase, a new car or a piece of 
property, you will never reach your 
goals unless you make saving a priori- 
y 

BPI gives you these valuable tips on 
how to get a better handle on your 
spending and how you can save money 
easily: 


‘® Pack your lunch. You can save up 
Save up with BPI today facing your lunch, Thate P720 saved 

and geta chance to in a week and P3,000 in a month. 
own a posh studio unit e Brew your own coffee at home. 
in The Columns Cut down on luxuries like designer 


coffee, which can cost as much as P100 


Ayala Avenue! a cup, Saved money can go directly to 


your savings account. 


© Give yourself a manicure, pedi- 
cure or a foot spa instead of going to 
thespa each time. 


THE 


‘© When going shopping, always set 
out with a predetermined spending 


: limit and avoid impulse purchases. 
Simply open or maintain any 

BPI Peso or Foreign Currency 
Savings, Checking or Time Deposit. eI ened 
Every P5,000 in your savings save money, you can consider tying 
or checking account or P25,000 out less expensive yet stylish brands 
in your time deposit entitles you fora change. You can also try going to 
to one (1) electronic raffle coupon. bazsars for affordable imported 
The more you save, the more 
chances to win! 


TELL TTT... ttt 


brands. 


© Buy during the “sale” season. You 
Participating products: can get the better deals during mall- 


‘The tllyooded AM account that les you go Enjoy interest on all your funds with the Fea mraich rning savings account wide Bier Ms ote et 
cashless shopping, pay your bilis, transer funds superior all-in-one product that combines the ang insurance package in one. patience and lots of energy to rum- 
Himmcpemcmmecetom Claret stg mda deg aanne csi, ete mage from soreto sre 
JUMPSTART SAVINGS HUTT EARNER than regular savings, eaa Ceca 6 et Sar B De 
Fhe savings account specially designed for plus, bs interest when you dom wihdraw Siring pees ur Sos, US Gol Pesstook Pay yourself first: Every payday, 
ien andarem aach tim ebacshaimonh Bri and Foi Cirneocy fe Deport. seals sane thal you "pay rliy 


allotting a certain amount of money to 
your savings account. If done regular- 


ae = - — = Ro ly, you'll be amazed at how much mon- 
Geta free BPI Electronic Gift Card worth P1,000 for every 00,000 
additional or new deposit in savings or checking accu 


ey you have actually accumulated in a 
year. 


So save up with BPI and live it up! © Saved money should only be used 


Visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center now. as an emergency fund and not for 
Call 89-100 or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com frivolous purchases. 


Soset your mind on saving. Remem- 
ber, the earlier you start saving, the 
more money you'll have for your nest 
BEIDIRECT egg. And if you're looking for a long- 

onda term partner in savings, consider 
banking with BPI or BPI Family Sav- 
ings Bank. 
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